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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOMBAY GOVERNMENT, 

IN 1815—1H:>1 

CONNECTED ^VlTIl THE DISPUTED SUCCESSION 


TO TIIR 


GADEE OF lUJPEEPLA; 

INCUITSIVE OF tup: report (DATED TOE 20th FEBRUARY 
1821), BY MR. j. p. wiuT.ouGHBY, First assistant resi¬ 
dent AT BARODA, OF HIS FINAL INVESTIGATION INTO 
THE RIVAL CLAIMS. 




KAJ PKEPLA. 


BRIEF ANALYSIS, BY THE EDITOR, OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY ON THE SUBJECT 
OF THE DISPUTED SUCCESSION TO THE GADEE OF 
RAJPEEPLA, 1815 to 1821. 

Ajebsing, Raja of Rajpeepla, vvtio, in the year 178G, bad succeeded to the 
Gadee on the deatli of his father Ryesing, died in 1803, in the fifty-third year 
of his age, leaving two sons by different niuthers, the eldest named Ramsing, 
and the youngest N arsing. 

Ajobsing was succeeded by his eldest son. Ramsing, who had three wives, 
the youngest of whom, named Soorujkoor, was the daughter of liana Jeet- 
sing of Mandwa, and the reputed mother of Purtaiib Sing, who subsequently 
laid claim to succeed to the Rajpeepla Gadee, in opposition tcf the claims of 
Narsing. 

Raja liamsing being addicted to an inordinate use of intoxicating drugs, 
he was reduced to a state of perfect imbecility of mind, and in con¬ 
sequence he became incapacitated for conducting the management of the 
Rajpeepla State. In February 1810 the Gaekwar Government vested Pur- 
taub Sing with the authority of his reputed father. Ramsing, who dying on the 
loth of May following, his brother Narsing advanced a claim to the Gadee of 
Rajpeepla. 

In sup|)ort of his claim, Narsing produced documents from many respectable 
residents of Rajpeepla, and from soipe of the neighbouring Chieftains of his 
caste, acknowledging him as the legitimate heir to that principality, and 
asserting that Purtaub Sing was not the son of the deceased Raja, but the 
offspring of a Rajpoot of the name of Rana Jyesing; and that he had been 
purchased by Soorujkoor (the youngest wife of Raja Ramsing) with the in¬ 
tention of imposing him upon her husband as her own child. On the other 
hand, Purtaub Sing’s party asserted that Soorujkoor had really been delivered 
of a child at Mandwa, and that that child was Purtaub Sing, the claimant to 
the Gadee of Rajpeepla. 
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111 1815, Naraing and Purtaub Sing agreed to suspend the exercise of au¬ 
thority during the investigation by a Punchayetof their respective claims to the 
Oadee, leaving the Gaekvvar to administer the affairs of Rajpeepla until their 
case should have been fully inquired into and decided. The repeated efforts 
of the Gaekvvar Government to restore tranquillity, chiefly with the view of 
preserving its tributary rights, having been uniformly frustrated, the British 
Government determined to take upon itself the arbitration of the rival claims 
of Narsing and Purtaub Sing to the Rajpeepla Gadee. 

It was originally proposed that the dispute regarding the succession to the 
Rajpeepla Chiefsliip should be referred to a Punchayet, to be composed of the 
Raja of Oodepoor and other Chiefs; but the unfair partiality shown by the 
Gaekwar to Purtaub Sing, and the influence which His Highness would natu¬ 
rally possess over a Punchayet, to be composed of his tributary Chieftains, 
rendered it very improbable that a fair and just inquiry and decision would 
by that means be ensured. 

For these reasons, Mr. Williams, Resident at Baroda, on the 24th May 
1819 recommended that he should be empowered by Government to proceed 
in the investigation of these rival claims, and report the result for the decision of 
Government. Mr. Williams stated that from inquiries he had already insti¬ 
tuted, and from the documents which had been presented to him by Narsing 
in support of his claims, he was induced to view them in the most favourable 
light; that at different stages of the investigation he had called upon Purtaub 
Sing and his party to produce any evidence of which they might be in posses¬ 
sion, in opposition to the proofs contained in those documents that Purtaub 
Sing was not the son of Ramsing the deceased Raja, but the offspring of a 
Rajpoot of the name of Rana Jyesing, but that with this call Purtaub 
Sing and his party had, under various pretences, evaded compliance, and 
in reply, had only produced a long historical statement of the disturbances 
in Rajpeepla; and while asserting that the wife of Ramsing had really been 
confined of a child at Mandwa, they brought no witnesses forward in substan¬ 
tiation of their statement, and evinced no anxiety for the prosecution of the 
investigation. 

Mr. Williams accordingly warned Purtaub Sing and his party, that as Narsing 
had given in all the evidence he thought necessary for substautiating the 
legality of his title, he /,Mr. Williams) expected that they would, without further 
evasion or delay, bring forward what they had to offer in refutation of his claim, 
and that dtherwise he would consider their silence as an acknowledgment of 
the illegality of their pretensions. Mr. Williams was, on the 7th .June 1819, 
authorised by Government to institute an inquiry into the claims of the two 
competitors to the government of Rajpeepla. 

On the 18th May 1820, Mr. Williams forwarded copy of a letter from his 
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Assistant, Mr. J. F. Willoughby, dated the 21st iMarch preceding, containing 
a sun)mary of the principal evidence which had been produced by Narsing and 
Purtaub Sing in support of their respective claims. Mr. Williams observed, 
that the pretensions of Narsing were the better grounded of the two, but he 
considered it advisable, before any final decision should be passed, that Major 
Ballantine, Political Agent in Kattywar and the Mahee Kanta, should be 
deputed to Rajpeepla, to inquire still further into the disputed claim to the 
succession, and to investigate several particulars not yet satisfactorily established. 

In reply, Mr. Norris, acting Resident at Baroda, was on the Oth June 1820 
informed, that the inquiries remaining to be instituted previously to the final 
arbitration of the claim should be conducted by Mr. Willoughby, who had 
shown himself so competent to the duty. On the 26th November 1820, Mr. 
Norris reported, that in conformity with these instructions, Mr. Willoughby 
had on the preceding day proceeded to Rajpeepla, and he at the same time 
forwarded copy of the instructions with which he had furnished that officer for 
his guidance. On the 29th November 1820, Mr. Norris was directed to urge 
IIis Highness the Gaekwar to come to a speedy decision in this case on the 
receipt of Mr. Willoughby’s report, should he (Mr. Norris) coincide with the 
views of that gentleman. 

On the 5th March 1821, Mr. Norris submitted to Government a report 
from Mr. Willoughby, dated the 20th February preceding, containing the result 
of his further investigation into the rights of the rival claimants to the Gadee of 
Rajpeepla. After giving an outline of the principal evidence which had been 
elicited by M r. Willoughby, Mr. Norris declared his conviction ofthe superiority 
of Narsing’s claim over that of Purtaub Sing, and stated it to be his intention 
to urge Ills Highness the Gaekwar to agree to the recognition of Narsing’s 
rights; but as Narsing was blind, and therefore incapacitated from reigning, 
to place his son Verisaljee on the Gadee of Rajpeepla. 

On the 2nd May 1821, Mr. Norris reported that on the 18th of the preced¬ 
ing month he had waited upon the Gaekwar for the purpose of conferring 
with His Highness upon the question of the Rajpeepla succession, and that the 
Karbarees of Purtaub Sing and Narsing had been present at this interview; 
that after some discussion it was settled, at Mr. Norris’s recommendation, that 
each party should prepare and produce a.paper, within the period of five days, 
containing in detail their objections, if any, to" the jnvestigation which had 
taken place, the points on which they might desire further inquiry, and the 
manner in which they might wish such inquiry to be conducted. This fair 
proposal, though acceded to by both parties, was evaded by Purtaub Sing. 

Ilis Highness the Gaekwar, after much delay and discussion, finally decided 
that Narsing’s claim to the Gadee of Rajpeepla had been established, but as 
that Chieftain, from his blindness, was incapacitated from reigning, his eldest 
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son, Verisaljce,* «ns invested vvitli the sovereignty of that petty State, and was 
placed on the (>adee of Rajpeepla on the 16th November 1821. The follow¬ 
ing proclamation was at the same time issued, on the part of the British and 
Gaekwar Governments, to the inhabitants of the district of Rajpeepla :— 

“ The two Governments above mentioned proclaim, for the information of all 
persons, that the right of Maharana V'erisaljee to the Chieftainship of Raj¬ 
peepla has been ascertained, and that he has accordingly been seated on the 
Gadee; all Zumindars, Patels, Putwarees, Banians, Rajpoots, Koonbees, Bhats, 
Biamins, ifcc. &c., high and low, of every caste, residing in Rajpeepla, arc 
directed from this time forward to pursue their different occupations, and 
cultivate their lands in peace. Prior to this (time), whatever part any one 
may have taken in the past dispute, no molestation will now be in consequence 
offered to him, bat all will be jtermitted to remain in peace who conduct them¬ 
selves properly, and arc obedient to the orders of Government.” 

On the occasion of Verisaljee’s recognition as Raja of Rajpeepla, he entered 
into the following engagement, promising to be entirely guided for the future 
by the advice of the British Government in all matters connected with the 
management, ikc. of his Estate :— 


' .Suiil \ 

of tlio Haja 
of Uaj|iw')ila. I 

V y 


“ My representation is as follows :—I have received possession of my 
country from the Gaekwar Government, but 1 am certain that, without the 
aid of the British Government, I shall not be able to make its settlement. 
Therefore, I myself and my father, both of us, of our own desire, do agree to 
act, upon evorythino redating- to the settlement of all the affairs of my country, 
in conformity with the advice of the Honorable Company. Whatever may 
be the desire of the Goveriiment, I will act according to it. In conformity 
with this Agreement, whoever may be Chieftain of the country, from genera¬ 
tion to generation, he will act. 

“Dated Snrnvut 187S, Assavudee, i. e. reckoning from the month of Assar, 
Ashwin Shood the 15th (corresj)onding with October the 11th, a. d. 1821.)” 



* The present Ibijii of Rajpeepla. 


Small »*'<'al 
of the ilaja 
of 
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From Captain J. U. Caiinac, Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated \bth December 1815. 

Sin,— *##### Civil discord and its attendant 
calamities have almost annihilated the population of the Rajpeepla Country. 
Many inhabitants, who either through choice or necessity espoused the views 
of the contending parties, have fallen sacrilices in the cause. In the general 
confusion, neutrality afforded no security; on the contrary, it presented an 
('asy prey to supply the wants, or more commonly to satiate the rapacity of 
those in arms. The Kolees and Bheels found a plausible pretext for com¬ 
mitting the greatest enormities, and foreign mercenaries, composed of Arabs, 
18indees, and Mukranees, were called in from the surrounding provinces. 
Coder this state of affairs, in which every leader cf a few soldiery assumed the 
powers of Government, it was impossible for the Ryuts to exist, and however 
good might have been the intentions of the Gaekwar Government in attempting 
a suppression of such disorders, it is feared that the less discerning hand of a 
Native Agent might, in the confusion, have unintentionally visited the innocent 
with the punishment due to the guilty. The evils wiiich have ensued are incal¬ 
culable; a fertile tract, yielding formerly, as is reported, under an efficient admi¬ 
nistration, an annual revenue of several lakhs of rupees, extending in length 
bO kos, in breadth 60 kos, containing in all about 500 towns afid villages, has 
now only fifteen of them inhabited. 

'I'his desolation, as might naturally be supposed, has proved favourable to the 
designs of all sorts of marauders, who find a rich .spoil in the neighbouring 
districts of the Honorable Company, and a safe retreat in the wastes of 
Rajpeepla. 

I he repeated calls of the Gaekwar for a suppression of these evils have hither¬ 
to been disregarded by the authorities of Rajpeepla, and the inquiries into such 
neglect, which have been instituted by the officers of this Government, have de¬ 
veloped the total inability of Purtaub Sing to redress or even to account for 
the grievances complained of. The,mercenaries who were invited to aid the 
pretensions of Nursing, and those who were enliste^ to maintain the authority of 
Purtaub Sing, had succeeded in acquiring such a coatrolliug influjence over 
their employers and the possession of their forts, as to render appeal to either 
of them nugatory. This state of circumstances, and the probable sacrifice of 
all the rights of the Gaekwar in Rajpeepla, demanded an immediate reform, 
to effect which indispensable object, Witooba Bhow, the Kanjee Dewan, was 
deputed with a force in the month of August last to that quarter. 

Considering the absolute necessity of subduing a power, which not only the 
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testimony of Piiitaiib J'ing’s mother, but tlic correspondence by Witooba 
-Bhow prove to have been usurped, any steps productive of a change for the 
better would have been warrantable. The proceedings of that Minister, as 
detailed in the enclosed* translate of a Memorandum which he presented to 
me, were directed, however, to a peaceable attainment of the objects of his eiu- 
ployuient. As his Chieftain was to remove the parties from the thraldom of the 
Jumadars, so his first care was to accomplish his views without a recurrence 
to those measures which had already inflicted such deep distress on the inhabit¬ 
ants. The plea of giving weight to his acts by the authority of the re|)uted 
mother of Piirtaub Sing was judiciously arranged and successfully executed, 
and tliough he was not left to conduct the negotiations himself to the desired 
issue, by his recal to the seat of Government from the news of the Shastree’s 
assassination, they were nevertheless entrusted to the management of an 
intelligent servant, Ana Damotlier, who brought tliem to a termination. 

The accompanying* documents, referring to the agreements entered into with 
I’urtaub Sing and Narsing, vvitli such as were stipulated by the Jumadars on 
their peaceable surrender of Rajpee|)la to the Gaekwar troops, will elucidate, 
I trust, to the satisfaction of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, the 
propriety of the motives which dictated those engagements. The e.\|)edieucy 
of crushing the usurpation of the Jumadars and their troops was of primary 
im[)ortance, and since the troidjles of the last four years were entirely attri¬ 
buted to the |)rctcnsions advanced by Narsing to the Gadce of Ilajpecpla, in 
which it is said he is supported against Purtaub Sing by a large proportion 
of the subjects in that State, it becomes indispensalily re((Misite to establish an 
investigation into their respective claims. Assertions of the spurious origin 
of Purtaub Sing, which the Kolee chieftains have adduced in extenuation of 
their su[)port of Nursing's insurrections, have never yet been discussed, 
and their truth can only be determined by the arbitration of a respectable 
Punchayet, to whose decision the two competitors have voluntarily submitted 
their pretensions. The total incapacity evinced by Purtaub Sing to maintain 
his control, might authorise a discontinuance of our countenance ; and should 
he fail to substantiate his priority of claim from birth to Narsing, he can surely 
no longer be entitled to our protection. 

However much it is to be regretted that the avowed defect in Purtaub Sing 
could not be cstablisl|ed on the death of Ramsing (the reputed father of 
Purtaub), a careful investigation is now found to be the sole alternative for 
reconciling the quarrels of the contending parties and restoring tranquillity to 
the country. 

The period allowed for determining their rights is of sufficient duration to 
admit of that strict scrutiny which shall ensure an equitable decision. The 

* The enclosiires to this letter being voluminous, are omitted from this Selection.— Editor. 
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arrangements which Parsing and Purtaub Sing have concluded, to suspend the 
exercise of authority during that time, and their mutual stipulations that the 
(iiickwar shall administer the affairs of Rajpeepla until fully indemnified for 
the expenses incurred on account of that State, have been called for by the 
situation in which the Gackwar was placed. The necessity will be obvious, 
when it is considered that, in addition to the unavoidable disbursements incur¬ 
red by the late equipment under Witooba T3how, amounting to Rs. 2,44,123-3-31, 
as set forth in the enclosure, there exists an outstanding balance of debts on 
the State hitherto under the Bliandaree of the Sebundee Jumadar of that 
Principality, aggregating against Rajpeepla no less than Rs. 9,00,623-3-31. 

Dnringtheperiodlikewi.se which will elapse to fulfil these engagements, 
every pains will be taken by the servants of the Gaekwar to apply a 
remedy to existing evils. No exertion will be spared to keep the country in 
traiKjuillity, and to restore it to prosperity. Under this arrangement, it will 
be impossible for tlic disorderly to find an asylum, as hithertp, in Rajpeepla, 
and the disafl’ected Kolces and Bheels, from the public investigation of the 
claims of the competitors for the sovereignty of that State, will no longer find 
a ])lea for continuing their depredations. It is therefore to be hoped, that by 
the time the Gaekwar shall be indemnified for his extensive demands against 
the Principality of Uajj)eepla, the country will be regenerated, and returned to 
its Prince in its j>riuiitive flourishing condition, to the permanent happiness of 
the inhabitants, and the security of the surrounding districts. 

# # # # * • # 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. R. Carnac, 

Jiaroda, \5lh December 1815. Resident. 


I'loin F. VVAUuziN, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To Cajztain J. 11. Carnac, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated the bth Jananry 1816. 

« 

Sir ,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated ]5tli 
of last month, with its several enclosures, and to convey the approbation of the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council of your proceedings respecting the 
settlement of the disputed succession to the Gadee of Rajpeepla. 

2. The Collector of Broach has been instructed to deduct the amount of 
the pensions already paid and hereafter to bo paid from the Tora Grass collec¬ 
tions, according to the arrangement mentioned in the 12th paragrajzh of your 
despatch. 

45r 
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3. The Governor in Council desires that, you will report the terms on which 
■the exchange of Beejapoor is proposed to be arranged, and that you will also 
state the comparative value of the different districts included in that arrangement. 

I have, &.C. 

(Signed) F. Wakden, 

Homhay Castle, bth January 1810. Chief Secretary. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Acting Resi<lent at Baroda, 

To W. Newniiam, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 2Ath May 1819. 

Sir, —Captain Carnac,in his despatch of the loth December 1815,* reported 
the occupation of the territory of Bajpeepla by the Gackwar troops, and submit¬ 
ted, for the approval of Government, the arrangements that were then made for 
the better government of that country. These jirovidcd for the administration 
of the afl’airs of Rajpeepla by the Gaekwar until that Government had 
reimbursed itself for the expenses it had incurred in reducing the turbulent 
Sindians and Arab mercenaries, and bringing the country into a state of 
comparative order and tran<|uillity; and it was also further determined, that 
the competitors for the Government of Rajpeepla, Narsing and I’urtaub Sing, 
should respectively agree to submit their pretensions to the decision of a 
respectable Punchayet, after tlie expiration of two years, which was considered 
a period of sufficient duration to admit of the requisite investigation being 
made into the claims of these rivals, and a suitable provision was made for 
their maintenance during the interval—that of Purtaub Sing, greatly exceeding 
the allowance made to Narsing, for what reason docs not appear, although, 
from what I shall hereafter relate, some motive may be apparent for the 
inequality of the allowances. With regard to the original plan of submitting 
these claims to the decision of a respectable Punchayet, it would, if it were 
possible to form such a Court, composed of disinterested and unbiassed men, 
be highly desirable; but as this cannot be expected, from the cause of Purtaub 
Sing having been espoused by the mother of IIis Highness Syajee Rao, 
who has been induced to lend her support, through the intrigues of the 
Minister Witul Rao Bhow, whose motives for taking the part he has 
done, arising out of his connection with some of the creditors of the Raj¬ 
peepla State, and from the charges which the Gaekwar Government exhibit, 
as incidental to the employment of their troops, having been incurred under 
Lis direction, and from the knowledge which he possesses of Narsing 

* Vide pages 393 to 395 of this Selection. 
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and his agents being prepared by their accounts, and local knowledge, to 
check many items of those charges, and also to show that many of the debts 
will on due investigation prove susceptible of great reduction; whereas, should 
Purtaub Sing’s claim to the government be admitted, from the support which he 
has always received from that party, it is not likely that he will be forward with 
any plan that would tend to diminish their interested expectations, I would 
therefore recommend, that, under this state of circumstances, the British Go¬ 
vernment take upon themselves the arbitration of the claims of the rival com¬ 
petitors, and that I be empowered by Government to proceed in the investiga¬ 
tion, and report my proceedings for the decision of the Right Honorable the 
Governor. From the inquiries which I have already instituted, and the docu¬ 
ments which have been presented to me by Narsing in support of his claims, 
1 am induced to view them in the most favourable light. These papers, copies 
and translates of which 1 have the honor to forward,* are from many respect¬ 
able people of Rajpeepla, and other neighbouring Chieftains, &c. of their 
caste, acknowledging Narsing as the legitimate heir to that Government, and 
asserting that Purtaub Sing is not the son of Ramsing, the deceased Raja, 
but that he is the offspring of a Rajpoot of the name of liana Jeysing, of the 
village of Siittu Sarin; that his mother’s name was Kurwiah, who died about 
six years ago; and that Purtaub Sing was born in Jeysing’s house, in Sumvut 
1IS58, corresponding with A. n. 1801-2. Rana Jeysing, who is stated to be 
father of Purtaub Sing, resides at Mandwa, near (Jhandore Kurnulee, and he 
writes, on the I4tb February 18l9,to RanaNarsing, that the vtidow of Ram- 
sing, by name Soorujkoor, purchased his son, and that now the whole of his 
caste (to use the words of his letter) accuse him of having destroyed the 
Chieftainship to feed himself. 1 also forward a paper containing the deposi¬ 
tion of the sister of Purtaub Sing, named Ramba, and married to Gohilpuchor 
Sing, a dependant of Narsing, a woman about thirty-two years of age; it was 
taken by one of my Moonshces, on the 28th ultimo, and gives a more detailed 
account of that transaction. I have at different stages of the investigation 
called upon Purtaub Sing and his party to produce any evidence that they 
may be in possession of, in opposition to the story related in these documents, 
but they have hitherto, under various excuses, evaded a compliance with my 
desire, and have only produced a long historical statement of the disturbances 
in Rajpeepla, which the report of Captain Carnac has put Government in 
possession of. They assert that the wife of Ramsing was brought to bed of a 
child at Mandwa, but bring no witnesses to prove it (I annex* a copy and 
translate of this paper), and have not shown any anxiety for the prosecution of 
the investigation. I have now considered it proper to warn them, that as 
Narsing has given in all the evidence that he thinks necessary to substantiate 
* These papers being voluminous, are omitted from this Selection.— Editor. 
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tiie legality of his title, I expect that they will bring forward what they have to 
offer, ill reply-; if they do not, that I must consider their silence as tantamount 
to an acknowledgment of the illegality of their pretensions. My intentions 
now are, to procure as correct a statement as possible of the actual collections 
made in Rajpeepla by the Gaekwar Government during the time they have 
administered its affairs, and also an account of the heavy debts which are 
brought forward against that petty State, and I expect to be able, through 
the means of Narsing and his Ministers, to effect a considerable reduction in 
their amount, and I trust that I may at an early period be honored by the 
commands of Government on the subject of this despatch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, 

Baroda, 2Ath May 1819. Acting Resident. 


From J. Henderson, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Govt., Bombay. 

To the Acting Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 7th June 1819. 

Sir, —In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 24th idtimo, with 
its several enclosures, on the afl’airs of Rajjieepla, I am directed to acquaint 
you, that the ,Right Honorable the Governor in Council has, under the cir¬ 
cumstances which you have represented, acquiesced in your recommendation 
that the British Government should take upon itself the arbitration of the 
claims of Narsing and Purtaub Sing to the Government of Rajpeepla; and 
authorises you accordingly to undertake.the investigation, reporting the result 
for the information and decision of the Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. IIenderso.n, 

Bombay Castle,1th June 1819. Secretary to Government. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Acting Resident, Baroda. 

I 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 
Political Department. Dated I8th May 1820. 

Sir, —In reference to Mr. Secretary Henderson’s letter to my address of the 
7th of June last, I have the honour to forward, for the consideration of the 
Honorable the Governor in Council, copy of a letter from my Assistant, Mr. 
Willoughby, giving a summary of the principal evidence produced by Narsing 
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and Purtaub Sing, respectively, in support of their claims to the Chieftainship 
of Rajpeepla. 

2. Although from this it cannot fail to be observed that the pretensions of 
Narsing are the better grounded of the two, yet I beg leave to recommend, 
that after the approaching monsoon, or the first convenient opportunity. 
Major Ballantine may be deputed to the spot, to inquire still further into the 
business, and investigate several particulars not yet so satisfactorily established 
as could be wished, before a final decision is passed on the point at issue. 

3. 1 had the honour, in the month of May last, of forwarding, for the infor¬ 
mation of Covcrnmeiit, copies of certain papers I had obtained at that period, 
from the parties concerned, and now forward other documents since given me. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) J. Williams, 

liaroda licsidenaj, ISfA May 1820. Acting Resident. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant Resident, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Acting Resident, Baroda. 

Dated the 21sf March 1820. 

Sin,—I have the honour to inform you, that in pursuance of your directions, 
I have carefully and minutely examined the evidence* produced both on the 
part of Narsing, as well as on that of Purtaub Sing, in support of their respec¬ 
tive claims for the succession to the Chieftainshi[) of Rajpeepla, the result of 
which, in examination, (as detailed hereafter) has not made me in any degree 
differ from the opinion expressed in your letter to (government dated the 24th 
of May last, in which you state “• that from the inquiries you had at that time 
instituted, and from the documents which had been presented to you by 
Narsing, you were inclined to view his claims in the most favourable light.” 

2. The evidence produced by both parties is, as might be expected, in some 
points not so satisfactory as could be wished, and in others contradictory, with 
this material difference, that in the evidence delivered by Purtaub Sing these 
points are much more numerous, aifd of much greater consequence, than those 
observable in that of Narsing; in proof of whfch, I may adduce one out of 
many examjdes as being the most glaring, the evidence of a most important 
witness, a female attendant upon Sooiujkoor at the time she is stated to have 
been delivered of Purtaub Sing, which, from its importance, will be more parti¬ 
cularly adverted* to hereafter. 

* The depositions, &c. alluded to in this letter, being voluminous, are omitted from this 
Selection.— Editor. 



402 


3. The question I conceive will be placed in the clearest point of view by 
answering tliQ three following queries :—1st. Were Ramsing and Narsing 
brothers; and if so, which was the senior; and did Ramsing, in virtue of 
his seniority, ascend the Gadee upon the death of his father Ajebsing ? 
2nd. Was Soorujkoor the lawful wife of Ramsing; when was she married to 
him; and was she pregnant at the time she left her husband in confinement at 
Nandod to proceed to Mandwa to live with her father? Zrd. Is Purtaub 
Sing the son of Ramsing by his wife Soorujkoor; or does the evidence of his 
rival Narsing prove him to be the son of a Rajpoot of the name of Rami 
Jyesing, of the village of Suttee Sonvarisli, sold, when a few days old, by his 
father to Soorujkoor, who attempted to impose upon her husband that he 
(Purtaub Sing) was her own cliild? When these questions are answered, from 
the evidence before us we shall be enabled the better to judge of the preten¬ 
sions of both parties. 

4. It may be proper to observe here that the evidence produced by Pur¬ 
taub Sing consists principally in a long, confused historical detail of the quar¬ 
rels and factions which have at various times occurred amongst the difl'ercnt 
members of the family of the Rajpeopla Chieftains, entirely foreign to the 
point at issue, and on that account may be considered as a presumptive proof 
of the badness of his cause, from his being compelled to resort to such a method 
of representing his claims. 

5. It may be further remarked, that what little evidence he has since 
brought forward (after repeated warnings that the cause would be decided 
against him, provided he did not quickly produce better founded proofs of the 
justice of his pretensions,) must be considered as rather susj)icious, from the 
length of time which elapsed before he did produce it, notwithstanding the 
commanding weight of influence which has been exerted in his behalf by 
some of the principal members of the Gaekvvar Government. 

6. The first of the three questions is in every respect answered by the 
evidence in the affirmative. The greater part of the witnesses on both sides 
agree that Ramsing and Narsing were brothers, and that they were the sons 
of Ajebsing, who died in Sumvut 1859 (corresponding with 1801-02 of the 
Christian era); and they likewise agree that when he died, he was succeeded, 
according to the ancient custom of the Rajpeepla Chieftains, in right of pri¬ 
mogeniture, by his son Ramsing. (See the evidence in particular of Amankoor- 
baee, one of tlie widows of Ramsing; that of Gadjee Gungaram Purope and 
Gunnesh Desaee, which is fully confirmed by the letter of Huttysing Chowra, 
and that of Meer Umeersing.) 

7. In reply to the second question, it is necessary to state that Ramsing 
had three wives—1st, Amankoorbaee; 2nd, another, whose name I do not find 
mentioned, but only alluded to; and 3rd, Soorujkoor, the daughter of Runa 
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Jeetsing, of Mandwa, who it appears he married in consequence of the death 
of his second wife. With reference to the concluding part of the question, it is 
not asserted l)y any of the witnesses that Soorujkoor was with child at the time 
of her departure from Nandod, but it is positively asserted by Dadjee Gunga 
Purope, whose evidence is supported by that of four other witnesses, that she 
was not, as at that time she was not more than eleven or twelve years of age, 
and therefore too young to become a mother. This witness likewise adds that 
if Soorujkoor had been really pregnant, he must have known it, in consequence 
of certain ceremonies being always performed in the fifth month of pregnancy, 
and which no other Bramin but himself could have performed, he being the 
officiating Bramin of the family, and, as such, always residing in the house of 
Kamsing. 

8. I have now come to the examination of the last, and most important 
question, and upon which rests the decision of the point at issue—“ Is Purtaub 
Sing the son of Hamsing by his wife Soorujkoor, or does not the evidence of 
Narsing prove him to be tlie son of a Rajpoot of the name of Rana Jyesing, 
and sold by him to Soorujkoor when an infant, who bought it with the inten¬ 
tion of imposing it upon her husband as her own child?” 

9. The clearest and most equitable manner of rejilying to this question will 
be, to give a summary of the principal evidence brought forward by both 
parties in any degree bearing upon the question. 

10. The evidence of Purtaub Sing may be divided into three heads, 1st, 
that of difl'erent Patels, Desaees, and other inhabitants of Ra^peepla and its 
neighbourhood ; 2nd, that of Muttunabaee, a female attendant of Soorujkoor at 
the lime of her marriage with Ramsing, and at the time she is said to have 
been delivered of Purtaub Sing; and Ord, that of Jyesing liana. 

11. With regard to the first head of the evidence, it cannot be considered 
as any decisive proof of Purtaub Sing’s being bona fide the son of Ramsing, 
as nothing more can be found either in the depositions, or in the numerous 
letters sent to you from Rajpeepla, than evidence to prove the fact of a report 
arriving at Rajpeepla either in Sumvut 1857 or 1858, of Soorujkoor having 
been delivered of a son, who was called Purtaub Sing, and, upon the news 
arriving, that the usual ceremonieg were performed. Not a single witness 
asserts that he knew, before the report arriveij, that Soorujkoor was with 
child; indeed one of them, by name Narraen Patel,Residing about five kos 
from Rajpeepla, deposes that he did not even hear of the report, till two 
months after her delivery. None of them likewise depose to the fact of their 
ever having heard Ramsing acknowledge the child as his own, but merely that 
they often saw the child in his arms, and that according to one account four days, 
but according to another four hours before his death, he (Rarasing) performed 
the ceremony ofTeekar to Purtaub Sing, and placed him upon the Gadee. 
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12. Bein" led to inquire into the nature of the ceremony of Teekar,* I 
have learnt it to be “the marking of the foreliead of a successor to the Mus- 
nud with a round spot of red paint.” If the successor is an adopted son, the 
mark is made by the person wlio adopts him; but if he succeeds Iry right of 
primogeniture, it is invariably made by the Gooroo or officiating Bramin of 
the family. How, therefore, are we to reconcile the statement of these 
witnesses, declaring that the ceremony was performed by the father himself, 
instead of Gunga Purope, the officiating Bramin of the family ? 

13. The evidence, therefore, found under the first head, unless supported 
by incontrovertible facts in the two remaining ones, will go but a very little 
way towards proving the justice of Purtaub Sing’s pretensions to the disputed 
Chieftainship. 

14. The second division is the deposition of a female attendant of Sooruj- 
koor, both at the period of her marriage with Ratqsing and at the time of 
Purtaub Sing’s birth, which, short as it is, I consider well worthy of a distinct 
division to itself from the situation the deponent held. The substance of her 
deposition is as follows:—“That she is an attendant upon Soorujkoor, and 
was so at the time of her marriage with Uainsing at Mandwa, at which time 
Soorujkoor was about eleven years of age; that after her marriage, she 
remained two months at Mandwa, and then went with her husband to Nandod, 
where she remained four months, when she again returned to Mandwa, at 
which place, between three and four months afterwards, she was delivered of 
Purtaub Sing/” Thus far the evidence may be considered clear and consistent, 
and proves that Soorujkoor, at the time the deponent states she was delivered of 
Purtaub Sing, could not have been more than twelve years old ; but then, having 
in the first instance given the age of Soorujkoor at the time of her marriage, and 
deposing that ten months after she was delivered of Purtaub Sing, she concludes 
her deposition (apparently to obviate the difficulty likely to arise, from the ex¬ 
treme youth of Soorujkoor rendering it improbable, if not impossible, for her to 
have become a mother) by stating that “ at the time this event occurred, Sooruj¬ 
koor was between fourteen and fifteen years of age.” This, 1 fear, must be 
considered a mistake of such consequence as to invalidate the greater and 
most material part of her evidence, which if granted, the only direct evidence 
(if it can be so termed, for it must be observed that the deponent does not say 
that she was present at the delivery of Soorujkoor, but merely “that Sooruj¬ 
koor was delivered at Mandwa”) which Purtaub Sing has brought forward in 
support of his pretensions, must fall to the ground. 

15. The third and last of the three divisions of the evidence of Purtaub 
Sing is the deposition of his supposed father Jyesing Itana, as follows:— 

* Known likewise by the name of Teelah and Chandlali. 
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Commences by stating that “his daughter married a Rajpoot named Parsing, 
who, after his marriage, was employed by Narsing, by whose orders lie sent for 
his wife to come and live with him at Baroda/ Parsing, by his master’s orders, 
attempted to make his wife declare that Purtaub Sing was her brother and 
my son, to which, through fear, she at last consented. Four or five months 
after this, the Patel of the village of Joparreea, by name Nurrotum, visited me, 
and offered me a bribe of Rs. 500 if I would publicly declare that Purtaub Sing 
was my son, and wished me either to accompany him to Baroda to acknow¬ 
ledge it to Narsing, or to give him a letter under my own handwriting, decla¬ 
ratory to that effect; but to neither of these propositions did I accede, upon 
which the Patel returned to Baroda.” He then “ positively asserts that the 
letter produced, with his signature affixed, acknowledging that Purtaub Sing 
is his son, is a gross forgery, and was neither written by him, nor with his 
consent.” He concludes by stating that “ the usual ceremonies were perform¬ 
ed in the fifth month of pregnancy.” 

IG. This deposition has certainly at first sight an appearance of truth and 
consistency, and provided the other party were not able to produce good 
evidence of its being in part or entirely false, and were they not able to prove 
not only that the wife of Parsing formerly declared that Purtaub Sing was her 
brother, and now voluntarily comes forward and asserts the same, but likewise 
that the letter was bonafde written by the free will and consent of Jyesing, and 
signed by him in the presence of three respectable witnesses, thereby convict¬ 
ing him of the worst species of perjury, would almost be sufficient fully to 
establish the legitimate right of Purtaub Sing to the contested Chieftainship. 

17. The above essential and material points are all fully and most clearly 
controverted in the comparatively clear and circumstantial evidence adduced 
by Narsing in substantiation of his claims, which, for the sake of perspicuity, 
I will divide in the same manner as I have already divided the evidence of 
Purtaub Sing, into five different heads, as follows:—1st, the evidence given by 
the relations of Jyesing himself; 2nd, that of Amankoorbaee, one of the widows 
of Ramsing; 2rd, the evidence contained in a letter from Huttysing Chowra, 
now living in the Broach Purguna, in answer to a set of queries sent to him 
to reply to ; Ath, the evidence of Nuiyotum Patel; and lastly, that of Dadjee 
Gungarara Purope, the officiating Bramin pf the family of Ramsing. 

18. The evidence comprised under the first head ja that of Parsing, the 
son-in-law of Jyesing; of Rowba, the wife of Parsing, and daughter o( Jyesing; 
of Kussool Sing, and Hammund Rana, nephews, and of Joon Rana, cousin 
of the same person; to all of whose evidence a degree of importance must be 
attached, from the opportunity their relationship to Jyesing gave them of know¬ 
ing the facts at issue. 

19. All these witnesses agree in deposing that Purtaub Sing is the son 

46r 
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of Jyesing; but that, when only a few days old, he (Purtaub Sing) was 
given to Soorujkoor, the wife of Rarasing. It appears, according to the testi¬ 
mony of Rowba, that the father of Soorujkoor, Rana Jeetsing, of Mandwa, 
when he heard of Purtaub Sing’s birth, sent a message to Jyesing, and tite 
mother of the infant, by name Karwanjee, requesting tliem to give him the 
child, that he might be adopted by his daughter Soorujkoor, at tlie same time 
promising in future to take care of them both, in earnest of which he (Jeetsing) 
visited them, and gave them Rs. 100 and 8 Koombas of land in Mandwa, 
which they enjoy to this day. Besides this ronmneration, the same witness 
deposes that Jeetsing, when the Government came into the hands of her bro¬ 
ther, presented dresses of cloths both to her father and mother, and atdillerent 
times small pecuniary gifts often, twenty, and forty rupees at a time, and when 
her mother died, he gave Rs. 100 for the funeral expenses. The deponent 
likewise states that Jeetsing oflered to give lier Rs. 200, which she refused to 
accept, it being ofleied under a proviso that she sliould not go to live with her 
husband, fearing that, as he was residing m the house of Narsing, these 
circumstances would be made known. 

20. The evidence of all these witnesses is paiticularly strong, C'-'pecially 
that of the two former; the first. Parsing, deposing that he has not only hcaiai 
his wife declare Purtaub Sing was her brother, but likewise h.ci father and 
mother acknowledge the same lact; and the second, Rowba, in addition to the 
evidence I have detailed in the former paragrapli, deposes that she was present 
with her mother to assist, in her delivery. 

21. The second head is the evidence cuntained in the dttposition of Anian- 
koorbaee, one of the surviving widows of Ramsing, and, as such, her testimony 
must beconsidered as important. After deposing to the facts of Nursing being 
the brother, and Soorujkoor one of the wives of hei late husband, she posit!v'dy 
asserts that Purtaub Sing is the son of Jyesing liana, which assertion slie 
makes not only from knowing tliat tlie extreme youtli of Soorujkoor reiitlercd 
it impossible for her to become a motlier, being only ten years old, but likewise 
from tlie declaration of Ramsing himself, who denied tlie cliild, and was so 
incensed with Soorujkoor at iier attempt to impose upon liim, tliat lie did not 
recall her from Mandwa for four years, and when he did recall her, it was 
through the persuasion of his Ministers, Kisliundas Bukshee and Merdeen 
Jumadar. She concludes by stating that Ramsing had told her that Purtaub 
Sing should never succeed him, at the same time adding that he had written a 
letter to Narsing to that effect. 

22. As a presumptive proof of the truth of the last witness’s statement, that 
the recall of Soorujkoor was eflected by the influence of Ilamsing’s Ministers, 
it may be observed that they possessed at that time almost the whole authority 
and management of the affairs of the petty State of Ilajpeepla; and as soon 
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as they had succeeded in obtaining the recall of Soorujkoor, they immediately 
placed Ramsing in confinement, and on his death, which happened soon 
after, placed Purtaub Sing upon the Gadee. 

23. It may lie further remarked, that before Soorujkoor returned from 
Mandwa, she solicited and obtained from Ramsing a guarantee for the safety 
of herself and child, which is a direct proof of their being previously, from 
some cause, on bad terms with each other. I, however, do not find amongst the 
papers before me any further mention of the letter. Amankoorbaee deposes 
that Ramsing informed her he hud written to Nursing, which being of very 
considerable importance, ought to bo further incpiired into. 

24. The evidence contuined under the third head is to be found in a letter 
to you, from Iluttysing Chowra, of Broach, replying to a series of questions 
proposed to him on the subject. In this, he writes that Purtaub Sing is 
notoriously the son of .lyesing, and gives a minute description of the quarrel 
which took jiluce between Ramsing and Soorujkoor in consequence of the 
imposture. 

25. The whole of the testimony contained in tlris letter is corroborated by 
ten others, written by [lei ')ns living in the neighbourhood of Mandwa; and 
.js tl'.o writer of the letter li''cd with Ramsing, he must he fully competent to 
speak to the facts he details. 

2t). \j 1 uer this head, I may likewise mention a letter from the Raja of 

Mandwa to Narsing himself, dated the 13th January 1819, corroborated by 
letters from ten other persons, giving no new evidence, but ^adding to the 
strength of that already given to prove that Purtaub Sing is really the son of 
Jyesing Raua. 

27. The fourth head is the evidence of Nurrotum Patel, the same person 
who is rel'erved to in the lovii paragraph of this letter. He deposes that Jye- 
siiig Rar.i; gave him a .:iting, under his own hand„ acknowledging the fact 
thai vc liad given his son Purtaub Sing to Soorujkoor, the wife of Ramsing, 
uid equf‘“ted lie would d'Jivcr it to Narsing; at the same time expressing a 
wisii fnm it. ilioold not be shown to any other person, from an apprehension of 
his chfracter «idlcring from the act. He likewise further deposes that the letter 
was written by a Bramin now living in the village of Chanood, and that Rana 
Jyesing put his signature to the letter in his presence. 

28. i'h's is ' most important fact, and upon its truth or falsehood rests the 
main decision of the question. If its truth is fully established, it clearly does 
away with all the weight and credit of the deposition of Jyesing, and proves him 
to be guilty of the^grossest perjury; but if, on the contrary, its falsehood is made 
apparent, a most material part of the evidence produced in favour of Narsing 
becomes destroyed. 

29. It will appear, however, that tlie fact of the letter being genuine, and 
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written by the orders of Ramsing himself, is already most strongly and satis¬ 
factorily supported by the testimony of other witnesses, and it only requires 
the evidence of the Bramin who actually wrote the letter (but who, it appears* 
has not yet been examined) to render it complete. 

30. In the first place, the evidence is corroborated in toto by that of Var- 
sing, a Patel; secondly, a Bramin of the Nagree caste, by name Umbreswer, 
deposes that he was present when Jyesing gave the order to Raja Ram, of 
the village of Chanood (the Bramin before alluded to), to write out the declara¬ 
tion, and he having previously read the letter to Jyesing, and explained its 
contents to him, he (Jyesing) aflSxed his signature to it in his presence, and sent 
it to Narsing, of his own free will and consent. Than this, I think, clearer 
evidence (provided it is confirmed by that of the Bramin who wrote the letter) 
cannot be required, to prove the fact of Purtaub Sing’s being in reality the 
sou of Jyesing, and, as such, he can have no claim whatever to the contested 
Chieftainship. 

31. However, there is still another strong link of evidence in favour of the 
above conclusion in the fifth and last head of Narsing’s evidence, viz. the de¬ 
position of Dadjee Purope, who (as has been before stated in the 7th para¬ 
graph) deposes that the Hindoo ceremony of Sutmasa was not performed in 
the fifth month of Soorujkoor’s pregnancy. 

32. The above deponent must be acquainted fully on this point, as being 
the officiating Bramin of Ramsing’s family, and, as such, performing all the 
ceremonies castomary amongst Hindoos, he must himself have performed 
the ceremony of Sutmasa, which is universally practised. This fact, unless 
it can he disproved by the opposite party, is certainly of some weight in com¬ 
ing to a decision upon the question. 

33. I have now come to the conclusion of the summary of the principal 
points of the evidence ae yet produced by both parties; and though some of 
the facts contained therein require a more minute investigation before a deci¬ 
sion is made upon a case of so great an importance to the parties concerned, 
you will not, I think, fail to observe, affciT the perusal of this, and its enclosures, 
that as yet the claims of Narsing appear to be the most just and better 
founded of the two. 

34. Before I conclude, it is necessary to observe, that amongst the 
evidence before me there are two letters, the one produced on Narsing’s 
part, and the other on the part of his rival Purtaub Sing. 

35. The first is contained in the depositions of Hureechunder Bhnt, 
Monnee Sunker Josee, and Bapoo Raj Gurroo, Bramins, which set forth 
that Gunnobhaee, a Karkoon belonging to Wittoba Bhow, and Guanessjee 
Desaee, summoned them to attend at the Durbar, and forced them against 
their own consent to sign a paper, without acquainting them with its contents. 
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except that they were told it merely related to the arrival of Purtaub Sing at 
Rajpeepla. They, however, depose that on their subsequently hearing that the 
letter stated that Purtaub Sing was the son of Ramsing by Soorujkoor, 
they proceeded to Gunnessjee Desaee to request he would return them the 
letter, but the reply they received was that the letter had been sent to Baroda. 

36. I thought it necessary to notice these depositions, considering them as 
proof of my remark in the 5th paragraph, of the intrigues carried on amongst 
some of the principal members of the Baroda Durbar in support of Purtaub 
Sing, who went so far as to request Captain Carnac to place the Bhandaree 
of the Honorable Company to a memorandum guaranteeing Purtaub Sing’s 
rights to the Chieftainship, which, however, was refused. 

37. The second letter alluded to is one from several Patels and Desaees 
residing in the district of Rajpeepla, stated to have been addressed to Narsing, 
with a counter statement by three of the persons, declaring that it was obtained 
by force,and that the word “false” had been inserted before Purtaub Sing’s name. 

38. The substance of this letter is not of much importance, the persons 
who signed it merely stating that they were ready to espouse his (Nai’sing’s) 
cause, and that they had no pleasure in having anything to do with Purtaub 
Sing. It, however, requires a more particular investigation to ascertain its 
veracity or otherwise, from which some new light may be thrown upon the 
subject. 

39. In conclusion, I must observe, in justice to both parties, that the 
witnesses not being examined by myself, I have had no means* of discovering 
the credibility of their respective testimonies, which can only be'discovered by 
ascertaining the character of the deponents, the manner in which they deliver 
their evidence, and by cross examination ; and that, therefore, what I have 
advanced as niy humble opinion on the merits of the case at issue must be 
considered in some degree incomplete, being collected from written evidence 
alone, and not, as it ought to be, combined with the oral testimony of dis¬ 
interested persons. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Assistant Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 2\st March 1820. 


From J. Henderson, Esq., Secretary to Government, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Acting Resident at Baroda. 

f 

Political Department. Bated m June 1820. 

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. WUIiams’ despatch, 
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dated the 18th ultimo, on the subject of the claims of Narsing and Purtaub 
Sing to the Chieftainship of Rajpeepla. 

2. As Rajpeepla is not included among the Gaekwar tributaries in Katty- 
war or INlahee Kanta, where Major Ballantine is to be employed, the Honor¬ 
able the Governor Council is desirous that the inquiries remaining to be 
instituted previously to the arbitration of the claims should be conducted by 
Mr. Willoughby, who has shown hiniself so competent to the duty. 

3. I am directed to draw your attention to the 32nd to 37th paragraphs 
of the letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 1st of Ainil 1818, 
communicated to the Resident on the 30th September following. 

I have, &.C., 

(Signed) J. Hexdeuson, 

Bombay Castle, i)th June 1S20. Secretary to Government. 


From C. .Nokkis, Esq., Acting Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Wauue.n, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Political Department. Bated \i\th June 1820. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receijit of Mr. Secretary 
Henderson’s letter of the 9th instant, and to beg that you will inform the 
Honorable Board that Mr. Willoughby will be deputed to Rajpeepla, after the 
rains, for the 'purpose of prosecuting the inquiries remaining to be instituted 
relative to the claims of Narsing and Purtaub Sing to the Chieftainship. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. N'oRnis, 

Baroda Residency, ]6t/< June 1820. Acting Resident. 


From C. Norris, Esq., Acting Resident at Baroda, 

To the Honorable M. Elpiiinstone, Governor of Bombay, Surat. 

Political Department. Bated 26t/i November 1820. 

Honorable Sir, —Mr. Secretary Henderson’s letter of the 9th June last 
having conveyed the directions of Government that Mr, Willoughby should 
be sent, after the opening of the season, to Rajpeepla, for the purpose of in¬ 
vestigating the question of Nursing’s and Purtaub Sing’s claims to the G^dee 
of that Principality, I have the honour to report Mr. Willoughby’s departure, 
on the 25th instant, upon the abovementioned duty. 
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2. I beg leave to enclose, for the information and for the approval of 
Government, copy of the instructions furnished to Mr. Willoughby upon this 
occasion. 

3. It was originally proposed that the dispute regarding the succession to 
tlie llajpeepla Chieftainship should be referred to a Punchayet, to be composed 
of the Oodeepoor and other Chiefs, but the partiality shown by the Gaekwar 
to Purtaub Sing seemed to render it very improbable that a fair and just in¬ 
quiry and decision would take place in this way, and the result of a similar 
proceeding relative to the Chieftainship of Morassa has shown the necessity of 
trying another mode of investigation. 

4. Under these circumstances, the investigation reported to Government in 
Mr. Williams’ letter of the IG'th May 1820 was conducted by Mr. Willoughby, 
under Mr. Williams’ directions. 

5. n is Highness the Gaekwar, when first informed of its being the wish 
of Government that Mr. Willoughby should proceed to Rajpeepla for the 
purpose of prosecuting the inquiry which had been so long in progress, betrayed 
at the moment an an.xiety which is easily accounted for when the favour 
which Purtaub Sing has enjoyed at this Durbar is considered, as well as the 
influence which the Gaekwar would naturally possess over a Punchayet to be 
composed of his tributary Chieftains. 

(). It is therefore creditable to Syajee’s moderation, and to his regard for 
justice, that he has without any great hesitation consented to the investigation 
proceeding in the only way likely to lead to a fair and correct^idjudication of 
the case, and upon the arrival of Mr. W’illoughby’s report, to phss, in concert 
with me, a liual decision. 

7. In the event, however, of Mr. Willoughby’s inquiries establishing the 
fact of Nursing (or rather Narsing’s son) having the preferable claim to 
the Gadee, it would be desirable that this final decision should be passed as 
speedily as possible, as Purtaub Sing has the favour of the Gaekwar, and will 
undoubtedly, if time be allowed him, endeavour, by fabricated stories, and by 
procuring false witnesses, to throw discredit upon the investigation, and instil 
doubts of its correctness and impartiality into the mind of His High¬ 
ness, who, from his own inclination towards Purtaub Sing’s cause, will be but 
too aj)t to give credit to his interested statements. 

8. When the prize in view is so considerable, it is hardly to be expected 
that both of the individuals contending for it should be* pleased willvthe award, 
but the chances of a Just decision will be certainly greater by keeping in view 
the principles of a connected inquiry conducted by an impartial authority at 
Barod|i and Rajpeepla, than by attending to the statements of an interested 
individual, addressed to a quarter decidedly biassed in his favour. 

9. It would, therefore, I feel assured, be advantageous to the cause of 
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justice, that I should be empowered to urge His Highness to as speedy a deci¬ 
sion as possible upon the merits of the case, after the receipt of Mr. Willough¬ 
by’s report. 

10. I take the liberty of soliciting your sanction of the allowances which 
I have proposed to be given to the Karkoons who accompany Mr. W’illoughby, 
as mentioned in the 11th paragraph of my letter to that gentleman. They will 
not, I trust, be thought more than requisite, and they cannot, from the limited 
period during which they will be drawn, entail any considerable expense on 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. N orris. Acting Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 26lh Novemher 1820. 


From C. Norris, Esq., Acting Resident at Baroda, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant Resident, Baroda. 

Dated the 22nd November 1820. 

Sir, —As it will be shortly necessary that you sliould proceed to Rajpeepla 
agreeably to the Government order, I have the honour to communicate such 
observations as appear to be necessary, relative to the object of your deputa¬ 
tion, and to the means of carrying it into effect. 

2. This obji3ct is to procure a full insiglit into the question of the disputed 
succession to the Gadee of Raj|)eepla. The careful and correct review which 
you have already taken of the cases of the two individuals concerned, afford 
ample proof that the investigation will be conducted under your superintend¬ 
ence upon the jnstest principles, and with the utmost caution. The task will 
certainly be one of difficulty and delicacy, arising from the circumstances of 
the Government of Rajpeepla having been long entirely in the hands of the 
Gaekwar, and from the partiality of this Durbar to the cause of Purtaub 
Sing—considerations which must be expected to tend greatly towards prevent¬ 
ing people in Rajpeepla from coming forward to give evidence in favour of 
Narsing. 

3. I have the honour to enclose an order from this Government upon the 
manager of Rajpeepla, to afford you such assistance as you may call for in 
your inquiries, and this will at least prevent any but secret obstructions on his 
part. 

4. The Karbarees of both parties have been instructed to accompany you, 
and to attend to your orders relative to the conduct of the investigation. 

5. It will probably be found expedient to fix, in concert with the Karba¬ 
rees, a time and place for tbe commencement of the inquiry. Such of the 
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witnesses as shall be found to attend according to the arrangement concluded 
with tiic Karharccs having been examined, you will be able to judge what 
further steps may be necessary. 

6. If, as is Vi ry probable, there should be a difficulty in procuring the 
afl( idaiice of any of Narsing’s witnesses, their evidence may be ftrocured 
by your moving, without previous intimation of your intention, to the villages 
where they may reside, and by other measures of precaution, which will sug¬ 
gest themselves according to the exigency of the occasion. 

7. The greatest circumspection will be of course necessary to keep from 
the knowledge of the parties the opinion which you may have of their respec¬ 
tive cases, until the conclusion of the investigation. 

8. When the inquiry shall he brought to a close, and you shall have been 
able to satisfy your mind as to the true heir to the Gadoe, yon will forward 
to me a icport of your proceedings, accompanied by a statement, in .Murathee, 
for the Durbar, of the principal features of the case, your opinion upon the 
subject, and the reasons which have intluf.'nccd it. 

!). I shall endeavour to prevail upon Ilis Highness to come to as early 
a decision as ])ossil)!e after the receipt of your report, as in that case the exer¬ 
tion ol indirect inlluence would be prevented to a considerable degree, and 
you would bo enabled to ])lace the individual whose claim shall be considered 
the most just., in j)ossession of the government of the Principality, and to set 
on loot such inquiries and institute such regulations as experience has proved 
to he necessary. The debt owing l>y the State of Rajpcepla to ‘the Gaekwar 
recpiircs to be examined, and to he made payable by fixed instalments, and 
more efficient arrangonients connected with the police and the peace of the 
conidry are wanleil. These subjects, however, cannot he entered upon with 
clfcet niilii alter the question of the succession is set at rest. 

10. Colonel Osborne has been requested to order a party of eighty sepoys, 
under an European officer, to accompany yon, and Mis Highness the Gaekwar 
has given dircetions for ftiteen horse being placed at your disposal. 

11. Wittoba Pillajec, a man of tried discretion and fidelity, will attend 

you as Head Ixarkoon. The nature of his situation, and of the particular 
occasion on which his services are n.'quired, will expose him to temptation, 
and with a view'', therefore, to ensure his good Qondiict, I shall recomuiead 
him to Government to receive the liberal allowance of Rs. 130 per month, in 
addition to his pension, during liis absence from Baroda. He will have under 
him Ramrow Pmshotum, in the capacity of second Karkoon, and I shall 
recommend that this person may be allowed Rs. 80 per month, during the 
continuance of this duty. I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Baroda Bcsidcncy, 22nd November 1820. Acting- Resident. 

47r _ ® 
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Political Department. 

rroin J. B. SiM&oN, Esq., Secretary with the Governor, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Acting Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 2dth November 1820. 

Sir, —I have been directed by the Honorable the Governor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 2()th instant, reporting that your First Assist¬ 
ant, Mr, Willoughby, had quitted Baroda for the purpose of investigating the 
respective claims of Nursing and Purtaub Sing to the Gadee of Rajpeepla, 
and forwarding a copy of your instructions to him on the occasion. 

2. The Honorable the Governor approves of your proceedings; and as it 
is of importance to anticipate any intrigues on the part of Purtaub Sing, in 
the event of the inquiry being hostile to his claims, you are authorised 
to urge His Highness the Gaekwar to a speedy decision on the receipt of 
Mr. Willoughby’s report, should you coincide with that gentleman in the view 
he may take of the merits of the case. 

3. The allowances proposed to be given to the Karkoons accompanying 
Mr. Willoughby, are sanctioned. 

I have, (fee. 

(Signed) J. B. Simson, 

Straty 2^3th November 1820. Secretary with the Governor. 


From C. Norris, Esq., Acting Resident at Baroda, 

To J. B. SiJLsoN, Esq., Secretary with the Honorable the Governor. 

Dated 5th March 1821. 

Sir, —1 have now the honour to report the continuation and conclusion of 
the investigation into the rights of the rival claimants, Narsing and Purtaub 
Sing, to the Gadee of Rajpeepla. 

2. Mr. Willoughby’s able report, to the enclosed copy of which, and of its 
enclosures, I beg leave to solicit the Honorable the Governor’s particular atten¬ 
tion, affords the most minute and satisfactory information upon the subject of 
his inquiries. Those inquiries comprise every point connected in the most 
remote degree with the subject of the dispute, and will be found to be 
continued until each was either fully proved or the reverse, or until further 
evidence was perfectly unattainable. 

3. The field of inquiry which it became necessary for him to embrace has 
been very extensive, and this has been attended with the advantage of dimi¬ 
nishing the probable injury to the cause of truth which might arise from the 



misrepresentation of a single witness or from a single incorrect inference; while 
the general result of the investigation may be relied upon with the greater 
confidence. With the view, however, of facilitating as much as possible the 
consideration of tlie question at issue, I shall proceed to lay before the Honor¬ 
able the Governor as brief a statement as possible of the principal features of 
the subject of the dispute, and of the result of Mr. Willoughby’s investigation 
with res[)ect to them ; observing, at the’same time, that the various collateral 
points of inquiry which have been discussed by that gentleman, are all of im¬ 
portance, and will be found to add, in a most material degree, to the convinc¬ 
ing nature of the result. 

4. Ajebsing, Raja of Uajpccpla, died on 7th Poush Wud, Sumvut 1859 
(a. p. 1803), leaving two sous l)y ditfereut mothers. The eldest son was 
named Ramsing, and the younger Narsing. Tlie elder son succeeded Jiis 
father on the Gadee. Ramsing's death took place on the 6th Wyshak Sbood, 
Sumvut 1866 (10th May 1810). A boy of about nine years old, named Pur- 
taub Sing, was at this time in bis p'.ilace, and passed as the son of Ramsing, 
by his wife Soornjkoor, a daughter of Jeetsing, the Rana of Mandwa. Pur- 
taub Sing is one of the claimauts of the Rajpeepla Chieftainship; the other is 
Narsing, tlie younger brother of Ramsing, who declares that Purtaub Sing is 
not the son of Ramsing and Sooi ujkoor, but of Jyesing Rana and his wife 
Kurwajee, individuals of the Rajpoot caste, formerly inhabitants of Sutee 
Saoniah, a villag^in the neighbourhood of Muiidwa. 

5. The direct evidence on the part of Pfirtaub Sing is intended to estab¬ 
lish the facts of Soonijkoor’s being of such an age in Sumvut 1868 (a. d. 
1802), the period of Purtaub Sing’s birth, as to admit of her becoming a 
mother, and ol her having actually been pregnant and having been delivered 
of a son in that year. 

6. i he principal witnesses on the side of Purtaub Sing, who depose to 
Soorujkoor’s age, are the mother, aunt, and son of her father, the Rana of Mand¬ 
wa. 1 he two first say that she was fourteen or fifteen years old when she was 
married to Ramsing,'the other tliat she was seventeen or eighteen. Consider¬ 
ing the closeness of the relationship^between Soorujkoor and these persons, it 
is very extraordinary that their statements shoyld be at variance on a point 
apparently so unlikely to be a matter of uncertainty as the age of a daughter 
of the Rana of Mandwa. 

7. The two witnesses next in importance are a concubine of Ajebsing, and 
a widow of Ranjsing. They coincide in respect to Soorujkoor’s age with the 
two witnesses first mentioned in the foregoing paragraph, but the first diflers 
from the mother of the Rana of Mandwa, and from Soorujkoor herself, on a 
very important point, regarding which, among Hindoos, no diversity of 
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testimony need be looked for, viz, as to the period when Soorujkoor had 
arrived at womanhood. 

8. The next witnesses are three female attendants in the family of the 
Rana of Mandwa, and three female relations to Bramins in the service of the 
Rana. I beg leave to refer the Honorable the CJovcrnor to the observations 
upon those depositions contained in the 7th and 8th paragraplis of Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby’s report, and to those annexed to the depositions themselves. In 
addition to these observations, I have only to remark that these wittiesscs 
must be considered as entirely in the interest of the Rana of Mandwa, to whom 
the issue of this inquiry must lie an object of tite greatest solicitude, as ensur¬ 
ing his daughter’s importance and his own in Kajpccpla, or the reverse. 'J’his 
remark applies also to the four following witnesses, whose depositions, how¬ 
ever, are too inaccurate to inspire confidence, even if the individuals coulS be 
supposed to be unbiassed. Jt aj)plies also to the five dependents of the Rana 
living in Mandwa, who give evidence principally from hearsay as to Soonijkoor’s 
age. The remaining vvitnessses upon this part of the case give no additional 
or more satisfactory information. The statement of Soorujkoor herself is not 
of a nature to inspire confidence in this respect. Her answer to the tenth 
question, which is one of great importance, is at variance with the deposition 
of Mutubaee, the concubine of Ajebsing, and the variation seems to me unac¬ 
countable, except upon the supjrosition of the deponents intemding to support 
a falsehood, and not being sufficiently cautious to preserve the consistency of 
their statements. Her answer to the twenty-fourth question is remarkable. 
She admits to have received Bhandaree from Ramsing, but unquestionably 
misrepresents the particulars of the occurrence ; she says that it Avas given 
when Barot Sing took Rajpeepla, and that it occasioned lluttysing’s imme¬ 
diate dismission from the service of Ramsing; but it will be seen from the bid 
paragraph of Mr. Willoughby’s letter that Barot Sing took Rajpeepla in 1805 
(Sumvut 1861), whereas lluttysing did not leave Ramsing’s service till 
Sumvut 1864. 

9. This is the w'hole of the evidence produced on the part of Piirtaub 
Sing to prove .Soorujkoor’s age; and I confess it docs hot seem to me to he 
satisfactory. The astrological papers framed at her birth are not forthcoming, 
and strange and contradictory statements are made upon the subject of them ; 
and the single docnn^ent of this nature which is produced, is by no means 
satisfactorily proved to be genuine; and her father, the Rana of Mandwa, 
notwithstanding the entreaties of Purtaub Sing’s party, the expostulations of 
Mr. Willoughby, and the order of thcGaekwar Government declines giving 
his evidence on the point. 

10. The facts of the pregnancy of Soorujkoor and her delivery, rest entirely 
upon the evidence of the abovementioned witnesses; and considering the 
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numerous variations in their depositions, the mystery which prevails regarding 
Soorujkoor’s age, and tlie silence of the Rana of Mandvva, I cannot consider 
then! to be by any means satisfactorily established. 

11. As to tlx Piineiimasa and Sutniasa ceremonies having been performed 
in the fifth and seventh months of J^oornjkoor’s pregnancy, real or pretended, 
this fact, if established, does not prove much; because, it would not only have 
been’necessary for the support of the imposture that they should take place, 
but it was also necessary that the news of their having been performed should 
be circulated as much as possible. Whether the object was to save Ramsing’s 
life, or to secure to the liana of Mandwa, in case of Ramsing’s death, a title 
to interfere in the affairs of Rajpccpia, it was essential in either case that 
Soornjkoor’s pregnancy should be proclaimed. 

12. 'Iho principal diiect evidence on the part of Narsing to prove that 
Soornjkoor’s age did not exceed twelve years when she left her husband in 
confinement at Namlod, and that her pregnancy and delivery were pretended, 
will be found to bo contained in the depositions of an officiating llraniin in 
the family of Ramsing, a confidential servant of the Raja, five iMehtas of the 
Raja’s, and two Biamins who were in the halrit of frequenting his [ralacc. 
All of them derive their knowledge of her age from personal observation, and 
from eireumslaiiees comieetedWitb their duty. I beg leave to refer for minute 
paitieulars to the (le|)o^itions themselves, and to the remarks made upon them 
in puragraplis ‘2S to 32 of Mr. Willougiiby’s letter. 

13. 'I'be evidence next in order, in point of imjjortance, as fco Soorujkoor’s 
age, and the imposture which she is said to have practised, consists of eleven 
depositions ol' the Tbakoor and other inhabitants of Sbenor, a village in the 
very neighbourhood of Maudwa, and will be found to exhibit a fixed impres¬ 
sion on the [)iirt of the deponents, derived from their knowledge of what passed 
in Mandwa in consequence of their proximity to that town, that Purtuub Sing 
is not the son of Sooriijkoor. 

14. Had .Xarsing’s case closed here, although, considering the character of his 
principal witnesses, the very creditable manner in which they are rejnesented 
by Mr. Willoughby to have delivered their evidence, and the absence of all 
apparent motive to attempt to prop np, without just cause, the sinking interests 
of iNaising against the overbearing influence of the Gaekvvar Government and 
the Riina of Mandwa, for the purpose of degrading the son of their late master 
(for most of them were in Ramsing’s service), I should be dis|)osed to view 
his cause in the more favourable light of the two, still I should have perceived 
that it was delm live, in not pointing out who Purtaub Sing was, and that it 
resembled in this respect those groundless imputations of spurious origin 
which are frequently thrown out against individuals of rank in this country, and 
asserted in so general a way as scarcely to be capable of satisfactory refutation. 
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15. The present case in this respect differs widely from those to which I 
have alluded.. From the very commencement of this dispute, Narsing’s party 
has boldly asserted that Purtaub Sing was the son of Jyesing Rana, a Geera- 
sia of Sutee Saoniah near Mandwa, and his wife Kurwanjee; his witnesses 
all depose to this fact; and he has at one time been supported in this asser¬ 
tion by the declaration of theGeei asia himself and the members of his family. 

16. The members of Jyesing’s family who depose to Purtaub Sing’s being 
his son, are the son-in-law, the cousin, and two nephews of Jyesing. Their 
evidence on this point is direct and positive, and, as it is of the greatest im¬ 
portance, I prefer to point out the documents themselves to the attention of 
the Honorable the Governor, rather than to give a mere summary of their 
contents. 

17. I have said that Jyesing himself had admitted that Purtaub Sing was 
his son. A letter was given in by Narsing to Mr. Williams, purporting to be 
from Jyesing himself, and to have been signed by him, in which he states 
this fact. Subsequently, however, Jyesing appeared before Mr. Williams, and 
deposed upon his oath that this letter was a foriiery, and written without his 
knowledge and concurrence. Narsing, upon this, made known the persons 
by whose instrumentality the letter had been procured, and challenged inquiry. 
In prosecution of this object, Mr. Willoughby took the letter with him when 
he left Baroda, intending to examine the persons in whose presence it was 
written and the writer, and, if necessary, to confront them with Jyesing. It 
was just at thic point of time, subsequently to Mr. Willoughby’s having left 
Baroda and before he reached Chanod, that Jyesing died. There is no proof 
that he came unfairly by his death, but it is clear that, if either party gained by 
that event, it was likely to be Purtaub Sing. Jyesing mi..;ht have retracted the 
evidence which he had given in Pnrlaub Sing’s favour, whereas Narsing had 
nothing further to fear from him than what had alieady taken place. The 
lengthened and persevering investigation which was prosecuted by Mr. Wil- 
louuhby upon the subject of the authenticity or otherwise of Jyesing’s letter to 
Narsing, will he found detailed in |)aragraphs 42 to 63 of that gentleman’s 
letter, and in the documents to which reference is made. It will be observed 
that Mr. Willoughby’s opinion is in favour of the genuineness of the letter. 
My sentiments on the subject are tlie same. Jyesing’s deposition, it is true, 
still remains as it was, but the attempt made by Purtaub Sing’s Karbaree 
to invalidate this document before Mr. Willoughby, lias been so dearly 
demonstrated to be fraudulent, that it seems reasonable to suspect that unfair 
means were resorted to, to procure Jyesing’s deposition; and why should unfair 
means be used utiless the deposition were false? 

18. Having thus shortly stated the principal and direct evidence produced 
by the two parties, I proceed to that which has been sought out and collected 
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by Mr. Willoughby in furtherance of the cause of justice. This is of three 
descriptions: the sentiments of persons of respectability in Rajpeepla relative 

to the principal events of Soorujkoor’s life, comprising not merely the personal 
knowledge of the witnesses, but their opinions as derived from common report; 
2nd, the impression of the Bheel Chiefs as to whether Narsingor Purtaub Sing 
ought to be their Raja; and 3r(/, the evidence of persons of respectability to 
particular facts connected with the case, which were likely to come within their 
knowledge. 

19. The depositions of the fii st of these classes are fifty-seven in number, 
and the generality of the deponents are decidedly in favour of Nursing’s claim. 
Only one person ever heard of Soorujkoor’s being pregnant when she made 
her escape from Nandod, and those who consider Narsing to be the lawful 
Raja greatly outnumber those who deliver their opitiion in favour of his rival. 
A reference to the documents themselves, and to the 62nd to 70th paragraphs 
of Mr. Willoughby’s letter, will prove the justice of these observations. 

20. The votes of the Bheel Chiefs are in a still greater proportion in favour 
of Narsing, and may be considered of material weight and respectability in a 
question of this kind, relative to purity of descent. 

21. The last description of evidence collected by Mr. Willoughby consists 
of the depositions of persons living close to the house in Nandod from whence 
Soorujkoor escaped to Mandwa; of relations of the Raja Ramsing, and other 
inhabitants of the village of Novvapoora, in the Nandod Purguna ; of domes¬ 
tics in the service of Ajebsing; of inhabitants of the village of Ktinota; and of a 
Jumadarin Nursing’s service. These are all found to support Nursing’s cause, 
some by stating that they never heard of Soorujkoor’s pregnancy previously 
to her leaving Nandod, others by declaring their conviction that it was an im¬ 
posture ; others by stating the strong suspicions which prevailed at the time 
upon the subject; others by detailing the way in which the intelligence of 
Soorujkoor’s delivery was received by Ajebsing, his deputing a messenger to 
ascertain the truth, and the information brought by the messenger that the 
son of Jyesing Rana had been adopted by Soorujkoor ; and others, by proving 
the existence of a distrust between Soorujkoor and her husband, which she 
denies, but which Narsing attributes^ to Ramsing’s unwillingness to accede to 
her wishes of continuing to countenance the imposture which had been practised. 

22. The above is a very rapid outline of the principal evidence on the 
leading points in the question of the Rajpeepla succession, and I have no hesi¬ 
tation in declaring my conviction of the superiority of Narsing’s cause over 
that of his rival. ^ If Narsing’s case be bad, and supported by false witnesses, 
then have numbers of men committed perjury for the purpose of injuring and 
offending the powerful party, and a whole people, as it were, has entered into 
a conspiracy to defraud an individual of his just rights. 
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23. With reference to paragraph 76 of Mr. Willoughby’s letter, I have the 
honour to enclose translation of the letter of Huttysing Chowra. 

24. Upon the subject of the collateral points of inquiry, my sentiments, 
after a careful consideration of the evidence adduced upon each, are as follow; 
Is/.—That Soorujkoor did not return from Mandwa to Nandod, after the 
seizure of Salum Jumadar, at the same time that Ramsing did, and that when 
she did return to him, she received the Bhaudaree of Abdoola .lumadar. 2nd ,— 
That Ramsing treated Purtaub Sing generally as his son, l)ut on various occa¬ 
sions testified a conviction that he was not related to him in tlie must remote 
decree. The reasons alleged for his general conduct, supposing him to be 
acquainted with the imposture, seem to me to be satisfactory, considering that 
he was on bad terms with Nursing, his nearest relative, and that the clieat was 
not jtractised by Soorujkoor upon him, but by him and Soonijkcor upon the 
world. 3?y/. —That the conduct of Narsing, with respect to the procuring of 
the letters from the Zumindars of Rajpeepla in his favour, was infinitely more 
proper than that of his rival, when he had the same object in view. Alh .—That 
the agreement stated to have been conchided between Narsing and Purtaub 
Sing, while the Bhovv was in Rajj)eephi, was a f.dnication. oth .—That the 
fact of Narsing having received from Bamsing, shortly before his deatli, a letter 
confessing that Purtaub Sing was not his sun, has not been established. 

25. In coid’ormity to the instructions contained in your letter of 29th 
November last, it is my intention to send in to the Dnrbar a statement of the 
particulars of \he investigation, and to urge fJis Highness tlu^ (xaekwar to 
decide upon and make known, as speedily as possible, the accession of Narsing’s 

eldest sun to the Gadee of Rajiieepla. , , . 

‘ I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. Nounis, 

Haroda Residency, 5ih March 1821. Acting Resident. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant Resident at Baroda, 

To C. Nonnis, Esq., Acting Resident, Baroda. 

• Rated the 20fh. Fehrnary 1821. 

Sir, —I have now the honour to report my proceedings in Rajpeepla, con¬ 
nected with the investigation of the resjiective claims of Narsing and Purtaub 
Sing, the two candidates for the Chieftainship of the country, 

2. Before I proceed to remark upon the voluminous and rather confused 
mass of evidence* before me, I will briefly state the leading features of the case, 

* The depositions forwarded by Mr. Willoughby with this report being very voluminous, 
are omitted from this Selection. Their substance is embodied in the report.— Editor. 
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conceiving that such may render the subsequent part of my letter more clear 
and intelligible, and explain points which might otherwise appear ambiguous 
and doubtful. 

3. The case is as follows:—Ajebsing, the son of Ryesing, succeeded to 
the sovereignty of Rajpeepla upon the death of his father, which occurred in 
Sumvut 1842, or a. d. 1786, at wliich time he (Ajebsingl was about thirty-five 
years old. The Raja had three wives; the senior, by name Chunderbaee, died 
before Iier husband ascended the Cadee, leaving a daughter, by name Tukket- 
koor; the second, by name Jeejeebaee, died four or five years after Im had been 
seated on the Gadee, leaving issue two sons, the eldest of whom was named 
Maiideo Sing and the youngest Ramsing. Tlie third, by name Ruttonkoor, 
survived her Imsbund, and by her he had issue two sons and two daughters. 
The eldest of the former was named Abbhye Sing, and died a short time be¬ 
fore his father Ajebsing; the youngest, named Nursing, is one of the present 
claimants to the succession. The eldest daughter was named Gomankoor, and 
married the Raja of Durrumpoor; she is still living, but lier husband is dead. 
The second daughter, by name Rajeebaee, mai ried Ryesing, Raja ofOodepoor, 
but both are now dead. Rainsing quarrelling with his fatlier about his allow¬ 
ances, which the latter refused to increase, retired to Mandwa, in the month 
of Chytur, Sumvut 1855, or jf. D. 1799. Having there entertained some See- 
biindy in his service, he returned to Nandod in hostility against his father, 
Ajebsing. Tile latter, upon hearing of the circumstance, sent Goraansing 
Wassidia against his son, and this person having failed in an attempt to settle 
the difference by negotiation, fought and defeated Ramsing, wfip again retired 
to Mandwa. It was on this occasion that Rarasing espoused Soorujkoor, the 
daughter of Joy tsing, Rana of Mandwa. A few months after Ramsing’s marriage 
the difference existing between him and his father was made up, and the 
latter having increased his (Ramsing’s) former allowances, and given him the 
Rliandaree of .Jumadar Abdullah bin Omer, the former returned to Nandod 
and took up his abode in the house of a person by name Dair Shunker. 
Soorujkoor did not proceed in company with her husband to Nandod, but 
joined him a short time after. A few months after Ramsing’s return, his 
father placed him in confinement in the house of a person by name Hurreebhye 
Jukvvaree. The cause of Ajebsing resorting to such a measure, was the dis¬ 
covery be had made of a secret correspondence Jiis son was carrying on with 
Oomed VVussawa, a refractory Bheel Cliief residing in the Sakhbana Purguna, 
which had for its object the taking of Ajebsing’s life, and the obtaining pos¬ 
session of his dominions. Immediately upon Ramsing’s being placed in 
confinement, In^s wife Soorujkoor escaped in disguise to her father at Mandwa, 
a place distant from Nandod ab.out six kos, on the northern bank of the 
Nerbudda. Ramsing remained confined in Nandod five or six months, after 
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which he was removed to Rajpeepla, and confined in the fort at that place. 
A few months, after Soorujkoor’s return to Mandwa, a report was circulated 
that she had been brought to bed of a son, who was named Purtaub Sing^ 
and who is now Narsing’s rival candidate for the succession. Many of the 
usual ceremonies were observed on the occasion of Purtatb Sing’s birth, but 
the opposite ]>arty assert it was a trick played by Soorujkoor, with a view of 
saving her husband’s life, and that Purtaub Sing is the child of another per¬ 
son, procured for that purpose. Ajebsing died Poush Wud the 7th, Suravut 
1859, or A. D. 1803, upon which Ramsing was released from his irons, by an 
Arab Jumadar of the name of Salum, and by him placed on the vacant Gadee, 
to which he had a legitimate right. Narsing, who had been up to this date 
living with his father, retired to Mandwa from fear of Ramsing. These 
fears were evidently not groundless, as, soon after Ramsing had regained 
his liberty, he placed in confinement Rultonkoor and Chunderkoor, the 
former the mother and the latter the aunt of Narsing, at the same time de¬ 
priving Narsing of the provision he had enjoyed during the lifetime of his 
father. It appears that Salum Jumadar, from the circumstance of having 
been the chief instrument in releasing Ramsing and placing him on the 
Gadee, acquired such authority as to be hona fide the Raja in every respect 
but name. Ramsing naturally felt this irksome, and determined to throw off 
the yoke. Salum’s great power would not admit of his being seized at Raj¬ 
peepla, and therefore, having in concert with his (Ramsing’s) father-in-law de¬ 
coyed the Jumadar to Mandwa, he there seized and dismissed him. Neither 
Soorujkoor nor Purtaub Sing returned to llamsing immediately upon his ac¬ 
cession to the rule of the country, but, according to her own account, and that 
of some of the other witnesses, she herself and the child returned with Ram- 
sing when he returned to Rajpeepla after seizing Salum Jumadar; but accord¬ 
ing to the statement of the generality of the witnesses, she did not return on 
that occasion, and it is on this account that I have so particularly noticed this 
event. In the year 1805, Baroot Sing, the brother of Ryesing, Raja of Oode- 
poor the Less, and who had been Karbaree to the Rajpeepla Government in 
the time of Ajebsing, having collected with the assistance of his brother a 
force, invaded Rajpeepla with the avowed object of effecting the release of 
Ruttonkoor and Chunderkoor, with whom he was intimately connected, not 
only from his having been Karbaree, but, as I have before stated, from his 
brother having married the daughter of Ruttonkoor. It is unnecessary here 
to make any observation upon the consequences of this invasion, or of the 
nature of the interference the Gaekwar Government made on the occasion, as 
these points have already been detailed at length in Cojonei Walker’s 
despatches to the Bombay Government. As Myral Narrain, however, 
if a person whose name will be hereafter alluded to, it is necessary to state 
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that it was on this occasion he first became* connected with the country, 
by becoming security, on the part of the Rajpeepla Government, for the 
due performance of the stipulations it contracted witli the Gaekwar Govern¬ 
ment on that occasion. Nothing occurred worthy of remark from the years 
1805 to 1810, when^ie Gaekwar Government invested Purtaub Sing (at that 
time only eight years old) with the sovereignty of Rajpeepla, in consequence of 
his father having, from his intemperate habits, become incapable of discharging 
the duties of his situation. A Sunnud was drawn out by the Gaekwar Govern¬ 
ment placing Purtaub Sing in authority, dated Mahj Wud the 8th, Sumvut 
1866, or the 26th February 1810. These proceedings were reported to the Bom¬ 
bay Government by Captain Carnac, and his letter conveyed a request, on the 
part of the Gaekwar Government, that the Company’s Bhandaree might be 
affixed to the Sunnud granted to Purtaub Sing. Although the Bombay Go¬ 
vernment sanctioned the above proceeding, and agreed under certain stipula¬ 
tions to grant the Bhandaree requested, and thus formally acknowledged Pur¬ 
taub Sing’s title to the Cliieftainship of the country, yet it does not appear that 
it ever was actually affixed to the Sunnud in question. This was in all pro¬ 
bability prevented by the death of Ramsing, which event occurred on the 6th 
of Wyshak Shood, Sumvut 1866, or the 10th May 1810. During the whole 
of Ramsing’s reign, Soorujkoor and the boy Purtaub Sing lived with him, and 
his conduct towards the latter was in many respects, like that of a parent 
towards a child, although he is said sometimes to have made allusions to his 
being the child of another person, and is stated by the opposite party to have 
written a letter to Nursing, a short time before his death, requestiqg him to come 
and take charge of the Government, and acknowledging that the boy was not 
his own child. Upon the death of Ramsing, Purtaub Sing was placed on the 
Gadee by the Karbarees, the principal of whom were Myral Narrain and 
Kishundass Bukshee. The Gaekwar Government sent a Pugree and Shela 
on the day of his instalment, but no present was made on the part of the Company. 
Soon after this, Narsing, who at the time of Rarasing’s death was living in Oode- 
poor, set up his claim to the succession, on the grounds of Purtaub Sing’s being 
false; and having failed in an attempt to convince the Gaekwar Government that 
he was the legitimate Chieftain of the country, he commenced plundering and 
making those disturbances which have caused so much misery and distress in 
the country. He received a letter, towards the latter end of the year 1811, 
from Captain Carnac, giving to him the Company’s Bhandaree, and requesting 
him to send his Karbaree to Baroda, to settle his dispute. No ^ettlement,- 
however, was at that time made, and the disturbances went on without cessa¬ 
tion till the year. 1869 (a. d. 1813) in the month of Falgoon- Shood. At that 
time Myral Narrain invited Narsing to Nandod, and made a temporary settle¬ 
ment with him, which, however, only lasted for five or six months. It was on 



424 


this occasion that Narsing obt&ined the letter* from certain Zumindars and 
other inhabitants of the Nandod Purguna, which the opposite party assert 
was obtained by force, and regarding which I shall hereafter have occasion to 
offer a few remarks. Narsiug having obtained the letter in question, retired 
again to the hills, and recommenced his depredations inikajpeepla. Another 
attempt was, however, subsequently made by Myral Nairain to make a settle¬ 
ment with him, which failed. Then followed the mission of the Bhow to Raj- 
peepla with a large Gaekwar force, which, as is well known, ended in the 
arrangementt that both parties should sul)mit their respective claims to the 
decision of a Punchayet, which was to be made in the course of two years, 
and the occupation and management of the country during that period by the 
Gaekwar Government. During the time the Bhow was in Rajpeepla, he 
received letters purporting to be from Narsing and Purtaub Sing, informing 
him that they had made up the differences existing between them. Letters 
to the same effect were likewise received by Ilis fiighness Futteh Sing Gaek- 
w'ar, and by Captain Carnac, and requesting that their dilferences being 
adjusted, the Gaekwar troops might be in consequence withdrawn. These 
letters are of consequence, as, if genuine, Narsing in them acknowledges that 
Purtaub Sing is bis nephew. Narsing, however, now denies that they were 
ever written either with his knowledge or consent. No decision being likely 
to be made by a Punchayet, Mr. Williams iecoramended| that the claims of 
the respective parties should be arbitrated by the British Government, which 
was agreed to.^ It is necessary to observe that Narsiug has produced a letter, 
purporting to be from Jyesing Rana, a Geerasea of the village of SutoeSao- 
niah, acknowledging that Purtaub Sing was bis (Jyesing’s) son, and that be 
was purchased from him by Soorujkoor. Narsing is at present about 41 ye.irs 
of age, and has had five wives, one of whom only is now alive. By one of 
his deceased wives, by name Gomankoor, he has issue two sons, who are both 
at present living in Oodepoor. The eldest, by name Verisaljee, is now thirteen 
years old, the youngest named Jeitsing, is only seven years of age. Narsing 
became blind from the small-pox in Sumvut 1859, or a. b. 1803. This 
misfortune legally incapacitates him from silting on the (iadeo, and in case 
therefore he satisfactorily proves his superior claims over that of Ins rival, tiie 
succession will devolve upon Ins eldest soli, Verisaljee. Purtaub Sing is now 
about 19, and has two wives) by one of whom he has a daughter. 

4. Such is a general outline of tlie case, and, in consequence, ray attention 
has been principally directed to ascertaining the ten following points:— 

• Vide para. 37 of my former letter, dated 21st March last. (Page 407 of this Selection.) 

t Vide Captain Carnae’s letter to the Bombay Government, dated tSth December 1815. 
(Page 393 of this Selection.) 

J Vi^ his letter, dated 24th May 1819. (Page 397 of this Selection.) 
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—^The particulars of Soorujkoor’s marriage, her age at the time, how long 
after its celebration she was delivered of a child, and whether the usual cere¬ 
monies observed in a Rajpoot woman’s pregnancy were observed or not in her 
case. 2 nd . —^'I’he general feeling of the country at the time the event is said to 
have occurred, and ^lether it was known that she was in a slate of pregnancy 
at the time she left her husband in confinement in Nandod. 3rd. —How long 
after Ramsing had been seated on the Gadee did Soorujkoor return to him; 
why did she not return immediately after that event; whether on her return 
she demanded Bhandaree, and if she did, on what account did she consider 
such necessary ; and whether she returned in company with Ramsing after the 
latter had seized and dismissed Salum Jumadar, or subsequent to that event. 
4 t / t . —As Ramsing conducted himself towards Purtaub Sing in many respects 
as if he had been his own child, to investigate whether there were any cir¬ 
cumstances existing which might account for such conduct, on the supposition 
that the child was not his own but that of another person. 5(/i. —Tr» ascertain 
whether Ramsing really wrote the letter Nursing asserts I)e did, a short time be¬ 
fore his death, directing him to come and take charge of the Government, and 
informing him that Purtaub Sing was not his son. 6t/t. —To ascertain the particu¬ 
lars of the letter uiven to Narsing in November 1813 by certain Zumindars, &c. 
residing in the Nandod Purguna, whether it was given willingly or extorted by 
force. 7i/i .—To inquire into the particulars of the letters received by Captain 
Carnac, 11 is H ighness Futteh Sing Rao Gaekwar, and the Bhow, stating that the 
differences between Narsing and Purtaub Sing were accommodated, and in which 
the former styles himself uncle to the latter. 8t/i. —To ascertain whether the 
letter produced by Narsing, purporting to be from Jyesing Rana, is genuine or 
a forgery. 9i/i .—To ascertain whether the ten letters to Mr. Williams, from 
certain inhabitants of Rajpeepla, in favour of Purtaub Sing’s claims, are genuine, 
and whether they were written with the free will and consent of those whose 
signatures are affixed. 10</t.—And lastly, to ascertain the popular feeling of 
the country as to which of the two competitors is the legitimate Chieftain of 
Rajpeepla. 

6. The evidence before me has been principally taken with the view of 
elucidating the above particulars; and, for the sake of reference, I shall now 
divide it into eight different enchjsures, marked A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H. 
Before I proceed to remark upon these in ordbr, it is necessary shortly to 
state the manner in which the investigation has been •conducted. At the dif¬ 
ferent places I have visited, I first examined the witnesi5es produced by the 
parties themselves, and then such other respectable inhabitants that remain¬ 
ed, whose vicinity to the capital of the country, or some other circumstance, 
I thought likely to enable them' to throw some light, however trifling, on 
the subject. All the witnesses had an oath administered to them according to 
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their faith, with the exception of those enumerated in the 7th enclosure 
(marked G), and were examined separately. Their depositions were taken 
down in Murathee by a Moonshee, and in English by myself, the two thus 
forming a check to each other against the incorrectness of either. I am not 
aware that there is any essential difference between them, and, allowing for the 
difference in the two idioms, they are in substance the same. The Karbarees 
w'ere present when their respective witnesses were sworn, but retired when 
their examination commenced. They did not req\iest to be present, and I 
did not deem it necessary, therefore, to give them advi(re to that effect, consi¬ 
dering that their presence might deter some of the witnesses from speaking 
the truth, and might in some cases prevent the discovery of false witnesses. 
I have not shown to either party the testimony produced against them, 
conceiving that such would have opened an endless field to the suborning of 
false witnesses, and have thus protracted the inquiry to an indefinite and 
unnecessary length of time. When, however, any particular fact arose from one 
party bearing very strong against the other, I informed the latter of it, direct¬ 
ing them to produce any evidence they might be able, to contradict it, or 
diminish its force. This may be considered as having given them nearly the 
same advantages as they would have derived from a perusal of the depositions, 
without affording them the opportunity of procuring false witnesses, with the 
facility they otherwise would have had, to depose to particular facts and 
circumstances in opposition to their opponents. I have likewise furnished 
each party with a list of the witnesses produced against them, in order to give 
them the opportunity of stating any circumstances which may have come to their 
knowledge regarding the situation, circumstances, or character of any of the 
deponents likely to impeach the credibility of their testimony. 

6. Enclosure marked A consists of the depositions, forty-one in number, 
and marked accordingly, of the witnesses produced by Warnasee, the Kar- 
baree of Purtaub Sing, to substantiate his master’s claims to the succession : 
of these eleven are females, and the remainder males. The ten first depositions 
are those of Omedkoorhaee the mother, and Ujoobaee the aunt of Jeytsing, 
Rana of Mandwa; of three female attendants in the Rana’s family; of 
Meetahaee, formerly a concubine of Ajebsing’s ; of Omedkoorhaee, one of 
the surviving widows of Ramsing; and of three female relatives to certain 
Bramins in the service of the Rana of Mandwa, 

7. The testimony given by the above persons, notwithstanding they mostly 
come from the same house, and pretend to have been eye-witnesses of the same 
facts, differs very essentially, and their depositions are filled with contradictions 
and misstatements of the most glaring description. They coincide in stating 
that Ramsing came to Mandwa and married Soorujkoor, that he remained 
there for five or six months after his marriage, and then returned to Nandod, 
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whither his wife soon followed him; that a few months after their return 
Ramsing was placed in confinement by Ajebsing, upon which Soorujkoor, 
accompanied by several other persons, escaped to Mandwa, They all affirm 
she was in a state of pregnancy at that time, and, according to some, that she 
was advanced three, and to others five months with child. They all assert that 
the Pancbmasa and Sutmasa ceremonies were observed in the fifth and 
seventh months of her pregnancy, and that the usual ceremonies of distribut¬ 
ing sugar, &c. &c., when she was delivered of Purtaub Sing, were observed, 
and information sent to Ramsing and others of the event. Some of them state 
that they were present both at the performance of the ceremonies above alluded 
to and at her delivery. They state that Ramsing ascended the Gadee upon the 
death of Ajebsing, and that, four months after he had ascended it, he went to 
Mandwa and seized Salum Jumadar, and, with the exce|)tion of two, they agree 
in staling that Soorujkoor and Purtaub Sing returned with him to Rajpeepla. 
Not one of them was able to state the time of Soornjkoor’s birth, but stated 
she was 14 or i5 when she was married; asserting that they know this, some 
of them from living in the same house, and others from hearsay. Such are 
the particulars in wliicli they agree, and it now remains to point out a few of 
the most essential points in which their testimony is contradictory, and the 
principal lalsehoods each has been guilty of telling. 

8.. riie ebief disagreement is in the number as well ks the exact persons 
who accompanied Soorujkoor in her escape to Mandwa. Soorujkoor states she 
was only accompanied by two slave girls, the one named Nathe^ who is dead, 
and the other by name Luckmee, who is alive, and a RajpocTt who is now 
likewise dead. Her statement in this respect is the one which in all probability 
is the correct one, and tliose who differ with her, in stating they themselves 
accompanied her, are guilty of a gross falsehood, and those who state otliers 
though not themselves were with her, are at least guilty of a great inaccuracy 
in saying so. Her grandmother asserts a Rajpoot woman by name Guloo- 
baee, as well as Meetabaee and her daughter, accompanied her, and in the 
cross-examination, considering, I conclude, that she had not made out a good 
case, adds that she herself went with her, which is directly contradicted by 
many of the other witnesses. I do not consider the evidence of this woman 
entitled to the least credit whatever,"as, independent of the testimony of other 
vvimesses being against her, she herself declares that she remained with Rani- ' 
sing the whole time of his confinement in Mandwa, in the very face of her 
assertion that she accompanied Soorujkoor, who left him at the very edmmence- 
ment of his imprisonment. In the next place she affirms, in contradiction to 
everybody else, tliat the priests or household Bramins of Ramsing were present 
at the performance of the PanchmasS and Sutmasa ceremonies, triumphantly 
asserting, when narrowly questioned on the subject, that she knows such was 
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the case, as their presence was indispensably necessary to their due performance. 
This may be considered as some evidence that they were not regularly 
celebrated. I was for some time at a loss what to make of her assertion that 
Pnrtaiib Sing received presents from the Company on his being seated on the 
Gadee; this, however, was explained by the next witness stating that they 
were made by a “Gentleman who came with a wheel or perambulator,” which 
proves they must have alluded to the presents made to Purtaub Sing by the 
late Surveyor General on his visiting Rajpeepla in the year 1811, which transac¬ 
tion was noticed by Government at the time of its occurrence. To proceed,—- 
Meetabaee denies that she accompanied Soorujkoor, but adds the name of 
another person who did so, by name Bheema. The deponents Guloobaee 
and Bliynajee both assert that they were of the party who escaped to Mandwa 
with Soorujkoor; and how is it possible that such statements shoidd be made 
by those advocating the cause of truth ? Meetaliaee states that slie is positive 
Soorujkoor did not demand Bhandaree from her Imsband uj>on returning to 
him, a fact ac knowledged by Soorujkoor herself. Ujoobaee states that Kam- 
sing and Soorujkoor remained in the fort of Raj|)eepla, and not in Nandod, 
prior to the former’s confinement; and adds that she returned to her liusband 
four or five months after leaving him, which does not even give time for 
Purlanb Sing’s birth, and much less for his arriving at the ace of a year or 
a year and a half, tlm time that he was first taken to Rajpeepla. The direct 
falsehood the woman Samba has made, as remarked in my note at the end of 
her deposition, deprives her testimony of any force it might otherwise be deemed 
worthy of. The statement of On)cdkoor, that Soorujkoor and Pmtauh Sing 
returned to Ramsing two months after his ascending the Gadee, and thatSalum 
Jumadar was the person whose Bhandaree was given to her, is too ridiculous 
to be remarked upon. The woman Sliambooerhaee is guilty of two falsehoods, 
the one in stating that Purtaub Sing was horn one year after Soornjkoor’s 
marriage, and the other in stating that she did not demand Bhandaree on 
returning to Ramsing. The two last witnesses are guilty of the same falsehood, 
in stating that they saw Soorujkoor pass through Nandod w'ith Rainsing on 
his return from seizing Saluin .Jumadar, which is in contradiction to Soornj¬ 
koor’s own statement, who, although she asserts she returned to Rajpeepla 
with her husband on that occasion, yet-adds that they proceeded by different 
routes, the Raja by that of Nandod and herself by that of Kunote. 

9. Such are the numerous and important falsehoods and contradictions 
observable in the above depositions. They abound in many of minor consi¬ 
deration, too numerous to be individually remarked upon, but wbicli collectively 
greatly of themselves diminish the credibility of the statement!? of the deponents, 
but combined with the circumstance of the relationship and connection they 
bear to the party whose cause they are brought forward to advocate, would 
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almost warrant their being laid aside and passed over without any observations 
being made upon them. 

10. Ido not consider the next deposition, or that of Beemsing, the brother 
of Soorujkoor, and as such greatly interested in the success of her cause, 
worthy of any other remark, except that it surpasses those I have already 
observed upon in the foolishness and magnitude of the contradictions and 
falsehoods with which it so plentifully abounds, and which alone is sufficient 
to occasion the greatest injury to the cause of Purtaub Sing. He appeared 
to me to have fallen into a great mistake in relating the particulars of the 
negotiation which took place between Soorujkoor and Ramsing about the 
former’s return, and from his great confusion and embarrassment when asked 
whether this occurred on her first returning to her husband or whether it 
referred to a subsequent period, I am strongly induced to believe that lie 
inadvertently commenced speaking the truth, and that the negotiation he alludes 
to referred to what took place prior to her first return; however this may be, 
his deposition is one continued tissue of perjury and falsehood. 

11. The four next depositions are those of four Bramins, inhabitants of the 
village of Nanderia, about six kos distant from Mandwa, calling themselves 
Goors, or spiritual teachers, belonging to the Rana of Mandwa. The principal 
fact they depose to, is that the performance of the usual ceremonies in the 
fifth and seventh months of Soorujkoor’s pregnancy was duly observed. The 
two first deponents assert they were present at the celebration of the latter 
ceremony, the third on that of the first, and the last on that of l]|pth. They all, 
however, disagree in the details, such as the number of persons who were 
present, &c. They all are dependants of the Rana of Mandwa, and from their 
dress and appearance seemed to be persons in a very inferior situation in life. 
They all, but the first deponent in particular, delivered their evidence in a very 
equivocating manner. The first is guilty of several contradictions, first assert¬ 
ing that he himself performed the Pooja of Gunputtee, and then another 
person by name Mahdojee; next stating that he was in Nanderia at the time 
Soorujkoor was married, but afterwards, that he was present in Mandwa on 
that event, and lastly stating that Soorujkoor was ten or eleven years old when 
she was married, and twenty when she gave birth to Purtaub Sing, which 
happened at furthest only two years’after the former event. The second depo¬ 
nent states that Soorujkoor w’as delivered of Purtaub Sing three months after 
leaving her husband, which i§ an assertion we should iTot expect to be made by 
one who had been really present at a ceremony performed a longer p’eriod than 
that after her return. He likewise states the cause of Ramsing’s confinement 
being the pregnancy of his wife, which is incorrect. The third witness states 
that Soorujkoor, at the time of her marriage, was said by her father and 

mother and all people to be only eleven or twelve years of age. Is it likely, 
49r 
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tlicrefore, that he should be called upon to attend at the ceremony in question, 
unless the observance of it was only the commencement of a trick some persons 
had it in contemplation to play off at a subsequent period ? With the excep¬ 
tion of the fust witness, who states that Soorujkoor a])peared pregnant, none 
of the others dejiose to that effect, and the last, although he says she aj)peared 
fat in person, could not state she was pregnant, which one would naturally 
supj)ose would require very little observation to bo apparent in a woman (like 
Soorujkoor must have been) advancing in her eighth month of pregnancy. 
It is worthy of remark that not one of these deponents were able to depose to 
the time that elapsed after Ramsing’s ascending the Gadee and Soorujkoor’s 
return, and did not make the least allusion to Ramsing coming himself in 
person to fetch her. 

12, The next in order is the translation of the two examinations of Sooruj¬ 
koor taken by yourself at IJaroda. This is more minute in the detail, giving 
the date of Purtaub Sing’s birth, tfcc. See., but does not essentially differ from 
tlie statements of the former dcjronents in the main story. The female 
attendant she alludes to in her answer to (piestion the 2nd, is the same person 
\\hose evidence 1 have so particularly remarked upon in my former letter. 
Her answer to questions 5 and 8 arc by no means satisfactory. Her answer 
to question the lOth throws some light u|)on what was her real age at the 
time of licr marriage. She in it states she had her monthly courses in her 
thirteenth year and when she was unmarried. This, however, is directly con¬ 
tradicted by Wcetabaee, who states that she positively knows for certain that 
she had not them before her marriage, but wlien she came to Nandod and lived 
in the house of Dair Shunker. On the supposition, therefore, that she had 
them at the age she states, thirteen, and that she did not have them until after 
her marriage, at the place stated by Mcctabaee, she could not have been much 
more than twelve at-the time of her marriage, as, according to her own state¬ 
ment, and that of many of the other witnesses, llamsing remained six mouths in 
Mandwa after that event. If this inference is correct, her statement that she 
was fourteen when she married is false, and if it is true as she states that she 
first came to llamsing in her fifteenth year, this must have been about the time 
(if not subsequent to it) that she states she was delivered of Purtaub Sing. 
Her statement in answer the 12th will, in evidence I shall hereafter remark 
upon, be proved false. The thirteenth answer apjjears evasive, and leads me to 
suppose that she was not treated in the kind manner she states she was by her 
husband. Her answer to questions 14 and 1C are undoubtedly false, as it is 
well known that Ramsing, during nearly the whole time he was seated on the 
Gadee, was the Haja merely in name, but acted according to flie will and direc¬ 
tion of the Karbarecs for the time being. Her answer to question the 17th is 
full of inaccuracies. The ceremony of Putlhu-heshak was not performed when 
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Purtaub Sing ascended the Gadee. This is proved not only from the testimony 
of many respectable persons, but from that of the Bheel Wussawa, whose 
hereditary riglit it is to perform the Chandla ceremony, which, according to 
Sooriijkoor’s owm account, always forms a part of the Puttha-beshak ceremony. 
By the testimony of the same Bheel likewise, the Chandla ceremony was per¬ 
formed by his (the Bheel’-s) hither, on the accession of Ramsing to the sovereign¬ 
ty of the country. The Acchye Puttha alluded to in answer the 19th, must be 
tlie Sunniid I have already mentioned was given to Purtaub Sing by the 
Gaekwar Government, investing him with authority during the life-time of his 
father. It is true that some Umelias were sent from Baroda by Gungadhur 
Sliastrce, but not at the time Soorujkoor mentions, as they had been in Raj- 
pcepla two or three years before Uamsing’s death, and were in the first instance 
obtained by Kishundas Bukshee. The answer to the 2()th question is likevvi.«e 
incorrect as to the time of the commencement of Nursing’s disturbances. I 
shall have occasion to allude more particularly to the last answer contained in 
Soorujkoor’sexamination, and shall merely therefore now observe,that it appears 
evasive, as she docs not refer to the time of her first returning to her husband 
(to which I conclude the question refers), and that her stating that Iluttysing 
was dismissed is altogether incorreet. Her second examination relates to the 
performance of the usual ceremonies in her fifth and seventh months of jireg- 
nancy, and her answers arc by no means detailed and satisfactory, and add 
little if any fyree to the evidence of the four Bramins remarked Uj)on in para. 11 
of this letter. Siie positively states that Ramsing’s Bramins were not jircscnt, 
but that they were performed by her father’s Bramins in Mandwa. 

13. The nine succeeding depositions are those of five dependants of the 
Rana of Mandwa, Rajpoots living in that place ; ofManockjee Parsec, former ¬ 
ly a servant living with Ramsing; and of a Jumadar and two Bargoers 
formerly in the service of AJebsing and Ramsing. The evidence they contain 
is not very important, and the greater part is given from hearsay. The four 
first depose to have been present in Mandwa when Purtaub Sing was born, 
and of the usual ceremonies and rejoicings being made on the occasion. That 
6uch were made 1 have not the least doubt, but the question is whether they 
were made really on account of Soorujkoor’s delivery, or to contribute to the 
success of an imposture? Their evidence abounds in numerous contradictions 
and misstatements. The first, for example, repeatedly replied, when asked 
what w’as her age at the. time of Purtaub Sing’s birth, that people said she 
was twenty-tour or twenty-five years old. The second, states the Rana of 
Mandwa went to Rajpeejila to perform a certain ceremony after the death of 
Ajebsing, which is directly contradicted by the next witness. The third, states 
Ramsing came himself to escort Soorujkoor to Rajpeepla, which is contradict¬ 
ed by the first and fourth deponents, the latter stating that she did not return 
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till a year and a half or two years after ho had been seated on the Gadee, 
because her husband did not send for her. ‘They all state her age at the time 
of her marriage from hearsay; three of them that she was fifteen or sixteen, 
and one that she was ten or twelve. Many other minor differences are to be 
met with in their respective statements. The fifth witness merely deposes to 
having been in Mandwa when the tomtoms were beaten, &c. &c.; but is remark¬ 
able from the manner in which he delivered his evidence, which was such as 
to convince me he knew the particulars of the story, but would not inform me 
of them. The oidy observation to be made on the evidence of the Parsee, is his 
statement that when he (the deponent) left his master, he was prei)aring to 
perform a ceremony in consequence of Soorujkoor being advanced in her 
pregnancy two months and a half: this must be false, as no such ceremony is 
ever observed at the time he mentions. The evidence of the Jumadar and the 
two Bargeers contains nothing of importance, except that they are positive 
that the Raja did not go himself to bring Soorujkoor, but that she returned 
to him (according to the Jumadar’s statement) when Purtaub Sing was four 
years old, but according to that of the Bargeers, when he was three. 

14. The remaining depositions are those of certain Desaees and other 
inhabitants of the Balode and Jubboogaum Purgunas. These of course are 
of much less weight than the others, as the deponents, living at a distance 
from the ca|)ital, cannot be supposed to know much more than what has reach¬ 
ed them by report; accordingly such of them as give evidence in Purtaub 
Sing’s favour, merely depose to such facts as the news of his birth being 
brought to their village, and of their having seen Purtaub Sing living with 
Ramsing at Rajpeepla. Of these witnesses, however, notwithstanding they 
were brought to me by the Karbarec of Purtaub Sing, no less than nine give 
their voice in favour of Narsing. Two others, although they do not so directly 
advocate the cause opposed to the one they are produced to support, may be 
considered to be of the same way of thinking; and anotlier witness, although 
he states Purtaub Sing in his oi)inion to be the legitimate Raja, yet does so 
merely from the circumstance of his having already sat on the Gadee, and at 
Ihe same time acknowledges that the world was divided in opinion as to the 
reality of Purtaub Sing being born of Soorujkoor when it was made known. 
These facts speak volumes, and require no comment. 

15. Such are the observations it has occurred to me to make upon the first 
enclosure; and from them will be seen upon what sort of basis Purtaub 
Sing’s pretensions are founded. I now proceed to make such remarks as 
appear necessary upon the nature of tlie evidence contained in the second 
enclosure, marked B. 

16. On reference to the 11th para, of my former letter on the Rajpeepla 
case, it will be observed that allusion is made to a number of letters given to 
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Mr. Williams in support of Purtaub Sing’s claims to the succession, purport¬ 
ing to be from some of the principal inhabitants of most of the Purgunas in 
the Rajpeepla State. These, on many accounts, but principally from the 
uniformity of their style and contents, and from the circumstance of the wiiteis 
of the letters from the capital of the country stating nothing more than the 
writers of those living thirty or forty kos distant, I suspected had not been 
properly obtained, and the depositions now to be considered will prove my 
suspicion was not altogether groundless. 

17. The letters in question were ten in number, besides which Purtaub 
Sing's Karbaree has produced three others he states were written at the same 
time, but which were not given to Mr. Williams with the others; but (rom 
what cause this happened, he is unable to explain. The second enclosure to 
this letter contains the depositions, fifty-three in number, of such of the persons 
whose attendance I was al)le to procure, who are stated to have affixed their 
signatures to the letters alluded to, and which are written in the order the letters 
stand translated, and not in that in which the depositions were taken. 

18. The first letter is stated to have been sent from Ingreea, distant from 
Nandod about twenty-five kos, and to have been signed by all the Patels of 
that and the other villages of the Ingreea Purguna; but only fourteen names 
are actually affixed. Of these, three did not sign it, four were unable to attend 
through sickness to give me their depositions, one is since dead, and the 
remainder signed it in consequence of their receiving a letter from Purtaub 
Sing’s party, informing them that the gentleman at Baroda "u^nted them to 
write. The other depositions are those of other Patels in the same Purguna, 
who all deny having signed the letter in question. Their depositions contain 
nothing of importance, and most of them appeared perfectly indifferent as to 
who is their proper Raja. Bawabhye, the person alluded to as having come 
for the letter, is one of the Karbarees of Purtaub Sing. 

19. The second letter is said to have been written from the village of Ram- 
poora in the Nandod Purguna, distant from Nandod about five kos, and to 
have been signed by three Rajpoots residing in that village. Of these, one is 
since dead, one signed it, but the other did not. The evidence of the two latter 
is not of any importance, merely deposing to the facts of the report of Purtaub 
Sing’s birth being circulated, and of his afterwards being brought up by the 
Raja. The first, however, deposes that no rejoicings were made at the time, 
because Narsing and his party (in which we may fairly include Ajebsing) said 
it was false : both likewise positively assert that Ramsing did not go himself 
to Mandvva to bring Soorujkoor, but that he sent a man for that purpose. 

20. The third.letter is said to have been sent from Nandod, and to have 
been signed by eight Desaees and other inhabitants residing in the Nandod 
Purguna. As I have taken the evidence of the writers of this letter on the 
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subject of another letter said to have been written by them to Narsing in 
Sumvut 1870, or A. o, 1813, I did not think it necessary again to take their 
depositions on tlH subject of this second letter, conceiving that their opinions 
and evidence on the present dispute were clearly set forth in their former 
depositions. I have, however, since seen five of those whose names are affixed, 
and have learnt that thiee of them signed it willingly, one was made to do so 
by force, and the other did not sign it at all. 

21. The fourth letter is stated to have been written from Gowallee, and to 
have been signed by all the Dcsaees and Patels of that Purguna, hut has only 
the names of nine persons actually affixed ; of these, however, only two actually 
signetl it, and of them one was induced to do so by the directions of llawabhye, 
the person I have before mentioned, without reading the letter himself or having 
it read to him ; this latter person gives his voice in favour of Narsing, and the 
other appeared indifTereiit. It would be altogether a waste of time to make any 
other remark upon the dreadful perjury and falsehood to be observed in the 
depositions of two of the persons said to have signed this letter, except that it 
cannot give us a very high opinion of the cause of Purtaiib Sing that his 
Karbaree should find himself compelled to avail himself of the testimony of 
such disreputable witnesses. 

22. The three ibllowing letters were written from Ruttuiipoor, distant from 
Nandod about twenty-five kos, and were really signed by those whose names 
are affixed. They were obtained l)y the same person and in the sam.e manner 
as the preceding' ones. The evidence contained in the dejjositions of the writers 
of these letters is not of much importance; only one ol' them directly gives his 
vcjicc in favour of Purtaub Sing, because he has heard that llamsing noiirish(;d 
and brought him up; the remainder aj)j)e*ar6d perfectly indilferent on the 
subject. 

23. The ninth and tenth letters are written from Nandod, and to them are 
affixed the names of eleven Bramins, inhabitants of that place. Of these, six 
signed willingly, four from fear of being injured if they did not do so, and one 
did not sign it. Their evidence has been taken, and is of imi)ortance. The 
first witness was one of the lia/f/oors in the service of the l{aj|)eepla Govern¬ 
ment: he is guilty of many misstatements; he says, for instance, that 
Soornjkoor was eighteen or twenty years old when she was married, that Ram¬ 
sing sent for his wife two or three months after he had ascended the Gadee, 
and that Purtaub Sing was only two months old when she returned. lie 
states he was with the Raja himself at the time, and is therefore certain that he 
(llamsing) did not go himself to bring her. This fact is likewise corroborated 
by four others of the |)ersons said to have signed these letters. One of the 
witnesses states that he heard from many peo))le that Soornjkoor was pregnant 
before he heard of the birth of Purtaub Sing. The direct falsehood the 
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deponent Senbhye told, renders his evidence suspicious. Baroot Vuckut Ram 
is the person who did not sign the letter; but I think he would not have 
refused to have done so had he been present, but merely tAke the remark to 
show the probabi'ity of many of the other signatures having been made in that 
same manner by persons who had no riglit to do so. Tliis deponent states he 
heard of Soornjkoor’s pregnancy prior to Purtaub Sing’s birth. I deem it 
right to mention a fact which of itself renders the evidence of two of the writers 
of this letter very suspicious. On the 13th of December last Purtaub Sing’s 
Karbaree gave me a list containing the names of nine females he intended to 
produce as his witnesses; subsequently, however, he informed me that five of 
them would not attend. Upon inquiry I found that they had not been 
consulted, but that their husbands had promised (and, according to report, 
under certain conditions) to compel them to give evidence on their side of the 
question, but found all their endeavours unavailing. Amongst these were the 
wives of Vujah Sunkcr Josee and Mahrloram Bhut. I did all I could after¬ 
wards to persuade these women to attend me; but they refused, threatening to 
commit violence upon themselves if compelled to do so, and I reluctantly desisted 
from the attempt. 

24. The four persons who state they were obliged to sign the letter by 
force, are the same who are alluded to in the 35th para, of my former report. 
They gave their evidence before at Baroda in 1819, since which, one of them, 
by name Bapoo Bhut, is dead: the others have again given their evidence, 
and in it is to be found additional information of consequence. .Hurreechunder 
specifies three dilferent occasions on which he saw Soorujkoor a’year after her 
marriage, and she appeared quite a girl, lie stales her age to have been ten 
or eleven when she was married; that she demanded Bhandaree from her 
liusband, on account of the boy, before she returned to him. The fact he men¬ 
tions of Meetabaee, the mother of Jeytsing, requesting Goolabkoor, another 
of the wives of Kamsing, to sham pregnancy, is very important. Although it 
stands upon the testimony of this person alone, yet from what I have been able 
to ascertain oC his character, from the manner in which he delivered his 
testimony and other circumstances, 1 must deem it worthy of credit. It is 
certainly a probable story, as the ago of Goolabkoor rendered the success of 
the imposture.more likely, than it would have been when the person who 
acted the principal part of the scene was so young as Soorujkoor appears to 
have been. I think the circumstance of the witness at once informing me no 
other person to his knowledge knew of the fact, as the conversation which 
passed between him and Goolabkoor, when the latter came to ask his advice upon 
the subject, wis only between themselves, is in favour of his statement being 
true; as had he preconcerted the story with others, he would most probably 
have backed it iqi by the testimony of other persons procured for the purpose, 
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a task which the little consideration the natives in general unfortunately attach 
to an oath rendered by no means difficult. The deponent Despandee Muttun 
states that new8*arrived at Nandod of the Sutinasee ceremony having been 
performed at Mandwa, and of Soorujkoor’s being delivered of a son, which 
everybody suspected was false. 

25. The letters given me by Wurnaser since I left Baroda are from persons 
living in the Balode, Ruttunpoor, and Jubbongaum Purgunas. The first is 
signed by three persons only, one of whom is since dead. Tlie two persons 
w'ho are alive gave their evidence, which needs no remark, except that the one 
is full of falsehoods, and the other states that Nursing was Raja, and that people 
said Purtaub Sing was the son of Ramsing. The second letter is written from 
Beloor, a village in the Ruttunpoor Purguna, and is signed by six Patels of 
villages in that Purguna, all of whom acknowledge having signed it, but give 
different stories regarding it. Two of them neither read the letter nor had it 
read to them, one of them states that the Bramin who brought the news of 
Purtaub Sing’s birth was sent by Ajebsing, assigning as the cause of his 
making this assertion that Ramsing was in confinement at the time and Ajeb¬ 
sing was his father, and therefore must have been the person who sent him. 
Two of the writers, however, assert what is more probable, that the Bramin was 
sent from Mandwa. The letter is mostly written from hearsay. The third 
letter is written from the Jubboogaum Purguna, the most distant of all the 
others from the capital of Rajpeepla. It is signed by four persons, three of 
whom acknowledge that they signed it; the other, however, asserting that they 
merely wrote‘a letter in reply to one they had received, stating that they were 
willing to write whatever the generality of the people of Rajpeepla agreed to 
say ; he deposes likewise that he did not sign the letter, but was told it had 
been sent to Baroda. 

26. Such is the issue of my inquiries regarding the authenticity of the letters 
produced by Purtaub Sing, which must be considered prejudicial to his cause. 
The only letters which were undoubtedly written by those whose signatures are 
affixed, are those I have remarked upon in the 22nd para, of this letter, and 
these, it must be remarked, make no mention of the Chandia mark having 
been made by Ramsing on Purtaub Sing’s forehead, a short time before his 
death. The other letters are nearly verbatim, the same, and some of them 
having been signed by persons living in Mandwa, and others by persons living 
thirty or forty kos distUnt from that place, we may naturally infer they were 
drawn out by the same person, and the signatures subsequently obtained from 
those whose names are affixed. It is necessary here to correct an error in the 
translation of these letters, which states that the usual ceremonies’were performed 
on the occasion of Purtaub Sing’s birth ; not one of them, however, assert this ; 
but the ceremony alluded to is the Choul Kurura ceremony (answering to the 
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Junovee ceremony observed b;^ Bramins), which consists in shaving all the 
hair off the boy’s head, with the exception of a single lock on the top. This 
all the letters state Ramsing caused to be performed to PuHaub Sing. It is 
generally celebrated when the boy commences his fifth year. 

27. I now proceed to remark upon the three enclosures, marked C, which 
contain the depositions, twenty-two in number, of the witnesses produced by 
Purvoodas, the Karbaree of Narsing, to make good his master’s claims. The 
eleven first depositions are those of the Thakoor of the village of Shanore, and 
ten other persons, either the relations or dependants of the former, 'rhese arc 
principally useful as evincing the sentiment of the principal persons residing in 
a village about a mile distant from Mandwa at the alleged tiraeof Sooriijkoor’s 
being delivered of Purtaub Sing. They are free from contradiction, and were, 
generally speaking, given in a clear and satisfactory manner. They all agree 
in stating that Purtaub Sing was not the son of Ramsing, but of Jyesing 
Rana, as his wife Soorujkoor was too young to be capable of bearing a child : 
her age at the time is differently stated by them to have been from ten to 
twelve years. One of the witnesses states the affair was in the first instance 
whispered about in secret, but afterwards talked about publicly, and adds that 
Ramsing sent for his wife some time after he had been seated on the Gadee, 
but she refused to return until he had granted her Bhandaree. Two of them 
state that Ramsing himself sent a message to Mandwa, directing his wife to 
sham pregnancy, in order to save his life. They likewise depose to the usual 
ceremonies being observed in Mandwa, the same as if Soorujljoor had really 
been delivered of a son, but people considered it to be a trick.’ Two of the 
d^onents gave their evidence before at Baroda, and their two statements 
correspond exactly with one another; one of them stating, in addition to what 
he before deposed, that he heard of the usual ceremonies being performed in 
the fifth and seventh months, people however observing that such was done to 
prevent Ajcbsing from killing Ramsing. 

28. The next in order is the re-examination of Purope Dajee Ram, the 
person alluded to in the 31st and 32nd paragraphs of my former letter; 
and knowing the importance of his testimony from the circumstance of 
his having been one of Ramsing’s officiating Bramins, I did all that I was 
able in order to discover any circumstance which might render his testimony 
suspicious, which, however, I have not do,ne; aiid I feel it right to observe, 
that no one could have given more satisfactory replies to the numerous 
queries put to him, and from his appearance I should consider him to be 
a very respectable witness. The substance of his evidence is as follows: 
That Soorujkoor demanded Bhandaree from her husband on account of Purtaub 
Sing, before she returned to him; that the boy was carried to Rajpeepla two 
months after Soorujkoor herself had returned; that Ramsing at times played 
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with the boy, but at others was angry witli him, and made use of such expres¬ 
sions as “turn out the boy, 1 do not know whose seed he is”; and deponent 
gives an instance, on one occasion when he (the deponent) was about to make 
the Chandia mark on the child’s foreliead, when the Raja prevented him ; he 
(the Raja) observing that he was not sprung from his seed. The deponent 
states that he was present when Soorujkoor was married to Ramsing, and 
guessed she was not more than eleven years old, as she had no breasts, lie 
states the cause of Rainsing being confined, the discovery of a plot he was 
detected agitating to deprive his father of his dominions, because the latter 
would not increase his allowances, lie states that he saw Soorujkoor prior 
to her escape from Mandwa, at which time, to the best of his belief, she was 
not pregnant, as she was too young and had never had monthly courses; that 
the Punchmasa and Sutmasa ceremonies were not performed, as his presence 
was necessary. He likewise deposes that several customary ceremonies were 
omitted at the time Purtaub Sing was placed on the (iiadee, and that it was 
Kishundas Hukshee who was the principal person by whose means he was 
placed on the (ladee. In conclusion, he deposes he has heard that Ramsing 
wrote a letter to Narsing at Oodepoor, a short time before his death, request¬ 
ing him to come and take charge of the government of Rajpeepla, as Purtaub 
Sing was not his son; but that Narsing did not come to Rajpeepla, as he feared 
it might be a plot to destroy him. 

29. The llramin alluded to in the evidence of this deponent, by name 
Jyesunker, is the same whose testimony 1 have remarked upon in para. 23 
of this letter. - The facts he mentions, of his knowing that Soorujkoor was not 
pregnant when she escaped to Alandwa, as she had never had her montlily 
courses, is of great importance. The ceremony he alludes to, which it would 
have been his duty to perlbrm had she ever had them, is that known by the 
name of Gurhahdan, and is one of rejoicing and great publicity. The meeting 
he alludes to, which took place between His Highness Futteh Sing and Nar¬ 
sing, occurred in 1872, a. d. 181G, after the arrangement made liy the Bhow 
had been concluded. It must likewise be observed that this witness deposes 
that it is not customary for the Raja about to die to make the Tnlah mark 
upon the forehead of his successor, as it is stated (in the letters produced by 
Purtaub Sing) Ramsing did, but it ought to be done by the Rajgoor. 

30. The next deposition is that of a person by name Huttysing Chowra, 
and is the person alluded to in the 24th para, of my former letter as having 
written a letter to Mr. Williams, replying to a set of questions sent to him for 
that purpose. He deposes that Soorujkoor was ten or eleven years old when 
she was married to Rainsing, and that it was about a year alter that she was 
said to have given birth to Purtaub Sing, which is false; that he recollects 
Ramsing going to Mandwa for the purpose of seizing Salum Jumadar, on 
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which occasion the deponent accompanied him. Ramsing saw Soorujkoor 
and Purtaub Sing, but did not acknowledge the latter to be his son. He posi¬ 
tively states tliat neither Soorujkoor nor Purtaub Sing returned with Ramsing 
to Rajpeepla, and acknowledges that it was he (the deponent) who persuaded 
tlie Raja to send for them. He gave this advice, because he knew the trick 
had been made to save the Raja’s life, and adds that he himself was sent to 
bring them, by the Raja,, who gave the Bhandaree of Abdullah Jumadar to 
Soorujkoor. In conclusion the deponent gives three very plausible reasons, 
which, combined together, induced Ramsing to act towards Purtaub Sing in 
the way he did, adding that he (the deponent) is certain that Ramsing had no 
fatherly affection for Purtaub Sing, who he has often seen ordered out of the 
Raja’s presence when brought into it. 

31. The evidence of Huttysing, whether we consider the situation he 
formerly held, or that in which he now is, must be considered of the highest 
weight and importance. His former situation was that of a man in the service 
of liamsing, who, by a series of faithful scrvic(!s, raised himself from the 
lowest to the highest situation his master had it in his power to bestow upon 
him. II is present situation is that of perfect independence, living in the village 
of Shoreultcrut, under the protection of the British Government, upon the 
wealth he accumulated in Ramsing’s service, and upon the produce of the land 
he farms in that village. His former situation must have made him acquainted 
with all the particulars of this mysterious case, and his present situation, 
(leaving out of consideration the improbability of his repaying the debt of 
gratitude he owes to his deceased master, by so unworthily testifying against 
the just claims of his son, on the supposition that Purtaub Sing is the true son 
of Ramsing) from its independence, renders it unlikely that he has given his 
testimony from improper conditions and moti^tes. The real cause of his not 
returning to Rajpeepla, after leaving Ranising in Sumvut 1864, A. d. 1806, 
was the fear he entertained of being plundered by Kishundas Bukshee, 
which may be adduced as one great proof of the immense authority that person 
had acquired over Ramsing, which was such as not to leave it in the power of 
the latter to protect those he most esteemed and regarded. 

32. The five next depositions are those of three persons who were formerly 
Karkoons in the employ of Ajebsing and Ramsing, and of two Bramins, one 
of whom was in the habit of lending money to" Ramsing when he was living 
in Nandod after his marriage with Soorujkoor, and.the other was actually 
living in the same house as Ramsing did on that occasion. All of these agree 
in stating that Purtaub Sing was not the son of Ramsing, as Soorujkoor beino- 
only eleven or twelve years old, she was not capable of bearing a child. That 
Ramsing positively did not go to Mandwa to bring his wife to Rajpeepla, 
but that he sent persons for her some months after he had ascended the Gadee; 
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tiiat Rainsing was not his own master; and that the reason why he treated 
Purtaub Sing in the way he did, was because he (Purtaub Sing) had been 
instrumental in saving his life when in confinement. 

33. The above witnesses were all very respectable men. The first is about 
sixty-three years old, and was one of those who were put in confinement at the 
same time as his master Ramsing was. This man states that it was Kishundas 
Bukshec who sent for Soornjkoor and Purtaub Sing from Mandwa; that he 
never heard of Soorujkooi ’s being pregnant prior to the news arriving of her 
delivery, nor of either AJebsing or IJamsing having distributed sugar, kc. See. 
ill Rajpeepla when the news did arrive. He, however, heard that Ramsing 
caused Purtaub Sing to be seated near him, a short time before his (Ramsing’s) 
death, and cautioned linn not to (|uarrel with any one, but to manage aliiiirs 
wisely under the Biiksliee. The second witness likewise deposes that both 
Ajelising and IVarsing asserted in his hearing that Purtaub Sing was false, and 
that Soornjkoor demanded Rbandaree IVoin her husband, which was corrobo¬ 
rated by the other Karkoon. 'I'lie two Rrainins friajiiently saw Soornjkoor 
when slie was living in Mandwa with her husband in the house of Hair Shunker. 
One ol' them states, the reason why Ramsing did not send for Soorujkoor for 
some montlis after he had been seated on the Oadee was, because he was dis¬ 
pleased with her on account of the imposture, adding that the reason of her 
being eventually sent fur was because Kishundas and Moeedeen Juniadar were 
triends to the people at iMandwa, and it was from fear of them that Ram¬ 
sing allowed tlie boy to be passed oft’as his own son, and took no notice ol the 
imposture. The other states it was in consc([uence of the advice of the Kar- 
barces that she was recalled to Rajpeepla. 

3-1. The four remaining depositions are those of three relations of .lyesing 
Rana, and a Rajpoot, who Ivad already given their eiidcnce in Baroda, the 
nature of which is observed upon in the ISth iiaragrajih of my former leftci. 
1 re-examined them with the view of ascertaining the veracity of their testimony 
by the corroboration of their former statements with those contained in their 
second depositions. They, liowcver, deposed in substance the same as on the 
former occasion, giving some additional |iarticulars without contradicting their 
I'ornier testimony. 'I’his eircnmstance inu>t be considered greatly in favour 
of tlieir testimony, as they were lirst examined in Sejitember RSPJ. The 
husband of the daughter of Jyesing Rana, it must be observed, is in the 
emjiloy of Nursing. He states that on one occasion he heard both the father 
and mother ol his wife declare Purtaub Sing to be their sou, and that he has 
often heard the same from his wife, who always considered l*urtaub Sing to 
I e her brother. The second witness was cousin to .Jyesing Rana, and agrees 
with the former witness in staling that Purtaub Sing was eleven days old 
when Soornjkoor took him. Ncithei of them ever heard of Jcytoing, Rana 
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of Manclwa, having given presents to Jyesing, after Piirtaub Sing had been 
delivered to Soorujkoor. It is rather singular that the former witness sliould 
not have heard ibis from his wife, who asserts that lier father did receive 
presents on severai occasions from the liana. Neither of them ever heard of 
.Jyesing Rana having written a letter to Nursing acknowledging that Purtanb 
Sing was his son. The third witness is a young man residing in the village 
of Juhboogaimi, in the Oodepoor Purguna, and states that it was his mother 
who informed him that Purtanb Sing was the son of his uncle .Jyesing Rana. 

:3b. Such is the additional evidence produced by Narsing, and whether we 
view the respectability and situations of the deponents, or the nature of the 
evidence brought forward, we cannot but admit its great superiority over that 
produced I)y I’urtaub Sing. The statements of the former contain a strong 
chain of circumstantial evidence, with but few (and those tritling) contradictions 
in the statements of the several witnesses, whi(;h, after what I have alieady 
written, I need not say is the very reverse of the evidence produced by the 
latter. 

3(). It is necessary for me to observe, that I did not deem it requisite to 
make any inquiries relative to the authenticity of the letters produced by Nar¬ 
sing, purporting to be from the Raja of Manclwa and thirteen other persons 
residing in Manclwa and other places, stating that Purtanb Ping was false, &;c. 
ikc. 'i’his point was ascan tained by a series of (picries sent to the writers of 
tliese letters by Mr. Williams, the r(!plics to which I'ully corroborated the 
.substance of the letters they wrote to Narsing. Thus, tlicrc^fore, while the 
numerous forgeries and false signatures discovered in the Ic'tters given to 
Mr. Williams by Purtanb Ping must considerably detract from the weight which 
otherwise might have been attached to the statements they contain, we cannot 
but allow full force to those contained in the letters of his rival, from tlieir 
being the spontaneous sentiments of the persons whose namfes are atiixed to 
them. 

t37. I he 4 th enclosure, marked D, contains the additional evidence I have 
obtained on the important. point, whether the letter produced by Narsing, 
purporting to be from Jyesing Rana, is gamuine, or (as was stated by the latter 
in the depositions he gave at Raroda in September 18U)) a forgery. The 
particulars of this letter have already been detailed in the loth, Ibth, 27th, 
and two following paragiai)hs of my former letter; as, however, the case is of 
such vital importance tow'ards admitting a just decision to be passed on the 
pending ^spute, I shall again briefly recapitulate them. 

88. The letter in question is dated the 4th of Maha Wud, Sumvut 1875, 
eorre.sponcling with the 14th I’ebruary 1819, and in it the writer acknowledges 
tliat the Ranee Soorujkoor had purchased his son, by name Purtauh Sing, 
and that he (the writer) informs the person to whom it is addressed of the 
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circumstance, in order to take away the reproach which the deed liad occasion¬ 
ed him among'st his (the writer’s) caste. The letter is stated to have been 
procured tlirough the a^'ency of two Patels of the village of Phophulya in the 
Sinnor Ptirguna, and to have been written in (he presence of two Praniins, 
one of whom was the writer of the letter. The two Patels and one of the 
Bramins were e.xamiiicd in Barodu in ISIO, but the other Bramin, the writer 
of the letter, was not examined with them. The three persons examined 
deposed that the letter in (juestion was written in their presence, and that 
Jyesing Rana adixed his sioii;i(ure to it, tin* contents having been explained 
to him hy one of tin; Bramins. .Ivesing Bana, lu)wever, in a deposition he 
gave at Barodu about the same period, positively denies ha\ ing signed the 
letter produced by Nursing, which he states to l.)e u forgerv, and declares in 
conclusion that Purtunb Sing is not his son hut the son of Raja Ramming. 

;’»9. It tlicrefore ajijxuired to me necessurv not only to examine the Rrumin 
who is stated to have written the letter, but to re-exiimine the four persons who 
bad already given their doi)ositions at Barodu, to convict them if possible of 
contrailictions, and to learn more fidly the circumstances under which the letter 
was obtained. 1 regret, however, that the death of .ivesing Rana, under very 
suspicious circumstance-;, bus prevented my re-examining him. 

40. I must here make a short digression, to state such particulars as 1 have 
been able to ascertain regarding the d(!ath of this imjiortant w itness. I was 
iirst informed of the event hy Wiirnasee, the Karliareeof Pui taub t^ing, hut he 
was unable to inform nte wliat had occasioned his deatli. I learnt ujion in¬ 
quiry that .lycsing left iluroda on the Jind of .November last, (l)at he arrived 
at ilandwa on the following day, iind that aliont 10 o’clock on tlie niglit of the 
24th he died in his own house; and the suddenness of his deatli occasioneil 
great surprise to his neighbour.s, no one knowing of what he had died. I must 
confess, directly I hoard of .lycsiug’s deatli, a siisjiicion was I'Xcitcd that all 
w as not right, and I regret to state niy in(|uiries have tended in some degree 
to confirm that suspicion. I did not arrive at Cdianood till the 27th, and had 
not therefore the ojiportiinily of sending any one to view the body, as it had 
been burnt before my arrival. 1 could not, until ray return to this place on 
the 2nd instant, either examine any person who had seen him on his return to 
Mandwa from Baroda. I have since seen a nephew of .lyesing, who saw 
liim on the day preceding his death, lie states that it was his intention to 
have gone to .lyesing’s house directly upon hearing of his death, but was 
prevented by his sister, whom he had come to visit I'rom Jublioogaum. 
On this account he did not see the corpse of his uncle, whose death, from its 
suddenness, had occasioned him great surprise. This person stated that when 
Jye.sing arrived in IVlandwa, he was not in very good health, but by no means 
dangerously ill, and added he never heard any one say that it was suspected 
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that his uncle had died an unnatural death. He left Mandwa very soon after 
his uncle’s death, as he himself was very ill indeed. By the enclosed deposi¬ 
tion, however, o^ a Rajpoot who w'as on a visit to a relation in Mandwa at the 
time, it will be ( i.served that some people suspected that poison had been 
administered to Jyesing j)revious to his leaving Baroda, by Soorujkoor, who 
considered it likely that the true story of Purtaub Sin<g would be made mani¬ 
fest by his re-examination. This deponent states that he heard this suspicion 
mentioned by nianv people in Chanood and Mandwa, and that it was excited 
by the suddenness of his death. lie could not, however, mention the names of 
any of the persons he had heard say so, assigning as the cause that he is a 
stranger in Mandwa. 

41. In the absence of all direct proof of this abominable act having been 
connnitted, I am inclined to hope the suspicion is unfounded, es[)ecially as the 
|)revalence of the cholerti morhus renders it probable that the cause of the 
suddenness of .lyesin^’s death may have been occasioned by that dreadful 
disease. I shall inslitutc further inquiries on the subject, and shall not fail to 
report any additional information I may obtain, especially if it in any degree 
tends to lessen the suspicions now attached to bis mysterious death. I do not, 
however, deem it necessary to delay my letter on this account. 

42. Having given the imperfect information obtained regarding the death of 
the most im|)ortant wifm^ss on the sulqect of the letter produce<l by Narsing, 
I now ]>roceed to remark upon the evidence ol' the other persons concerned in 
this transaction. The first deposition is that of Oopadya Rajartun, the Bramin 
who was said to have written the letter, and its substance is as follows' The 
deponent was proceeding on his way to the village of Kunalce from Chanood, 
and on bis way there saw four persons sitting near the hut of a llyragee, viz., 
Narotum and Vai sun, two Patels of Phophulya, .lyesing Rana, of Sutee Sao- 
niah, and ITmreswcr, Nagnr Bramin. Ho was acipiainted with the latter 
])crson, but not with the other three ])crsons, before the time be alludes to. 
I' mreswer called to the deponent and laupicsted him (o write a letter in the name 
o( .lyesing liana to IVarsing, stating that Purtaub Sing was his (.lyesing’s) son. 
I he deponent at first refused, but finally consented to do so, in consequence of 
.lyesing bimself requesting him to wiite it, he (.Tycsing) stating that he wished 
it to be written in order to take the blot off his head of having given his son to 
hoorujkoor, The deponent states that Ui’nreswer read the letter in his presence 
to Jyesing, who approved of its contents, but did not affix his signature in the 
deponent’s sight, as he (the deponent) w'ent about his business to Kunalce. The 
letter being shown to him, he, without the least hesitation, declared it was his 
handwriting, airtl the identical letter he wrote on the occasion he has been 
alluding to. 

43. The next dejiosition is that of Narotum, one of the Patels of the village 
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of Pliophulya, alluded to in the deposition of Rajaram, This deponent 
having again deposed to the fact of Jyesing having given the letter in question, 
and stated as the cause of Jyesing’s wishing the transaction to be kept secret, 
the fear he entertained that Jeytsing, the Rana of Mandwa, would destroy him 
if it came to his knowledge, gives the following explanation of his being present 
when the letter was written. The deponent had proceeded in company with 
Varsiin, another Patel of Phophulya, to Baroda, on the subject of a dispute 
they then had with the Desace of Nowsarce, under whose authority their 
villaue is. On this occasion they met with Purvoodas, the Karbarce of 
Narsing, who having seen them before at Phophulya, recognised them, and 
asked them to obtain, if possible, a letter from .Jyesing, acknowledging that 
Purtaub Sing was his (.lyesing’s') son. To this they agreed, the deponent stat¬ 
ing that his reason for so doing was the numerous reports he had heard tliat 
Purtaub Sing actually was the son of Jyesing. About tw'o months after their 
return from Baroda, Jyesing came to tlie village of Phophulya to colleet some 
Geeras rights, and the deponent took this opportunity of requesting him to give 
the letter in question. Jyesing replied ho would first consult his sister on 
the subject, who bad in the first instance persuaded him to give his son to 
Soorujkoor, and would meet the deponent another time, 'fhe deponent then 
states that Purvoodas directed lliureswer Bramin some time after this to 
endeavour to procure a letter fi orn Jyesing through (he agency of the de[)onenl 
and Varsun, and that (he Bramin having come to JMiophulya and informed 
them of it, thoy all three proceeded to Chanood, a village about one kos from 
Mandwa. Oh their arriving there, the two I^atels proceeded to Mandwa, 
leaving Umreswer in Chanood. They proceeded to Jyesing’s bouse, and on 
being asked by him wliat they were come about, the (lepf)nont remiiulcd him 
of what had passed between them on a former occasion regarding a letter. 
Jyesing at first refused to give (he lelter, but finally agreed to meet them the 
following morning at the hut of Lukhniidas Byragee. The next morning the 
two I’atels, accompanied by Umreswer, went to the ])lace appointed, and having 
waited about two ghurces, and Jyesing not making his appearance, V'arsun 
was sent to call him. Varsun went and returned, Jyesing accompanying him. 
The two Patels having taken an oath to keep the matter a secret, Jyesing 
observed he was not able to write, but if anyone would write a letter for him 
he would ]nit his mark to it. The deponent then corroborates the testimony 
of Rajaram as to the place and the number of persons who were present when 
the letter was written, and as to Umreswer requesting Rajaram to write the 
lelter, the former at first refusing, but finally consenting to do so upon 
Jyesing himself requesting him to write it, as w’ell as to UmresWer’s reading the 
letter to Jyesing. The deponent concludes by stating that Jyesing aflixed his 
mark to the letter, of his own free will and consent, in his (the deponent’s) 
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presence, and assigns as the reason why Jyesing confessed the fact to the 
deponent, that he (Jyesing) was Geerassia of the village of Phophulya, 
and every year received a certain quantity of grain from the deponent. 

44. The third deposition is that of Varsun, the other Patel of Phophulya, 
alluded to in the two former depositions. He corroborates Narotum’s evidence, 
stating the time at which Purvoodas first asked them to procure the letter 
from Jyesing; of Umreswer coming J;o them at Phophulya, and of the three 
going together to Chanood .for the purpose of procuring the letter; of the 
particulars which occurred after their arrival at Chanood; with the addition 
that it was the Patels who pointed out the Byragee’s hut as a convenient place 
at which the letter might be written, and of its being agreed between them that 
in case any one inquired of them where they were goings they were to say 
that they were going to the Byragee’s hut to borrow money from him. He 
corroborates Narotum’s statement as to what occurred the following morning, 
adding that'no conversation passed between Jyesing and himself when he went 
to call him, but that the former accompanied him immediately and willingly. 
He likewise confirms Narotum’s testimony as to what occurred after Jyesing’s 
arrival, adding that Umreswer was in the first instance requested to write the 
letter, but he (Umreswer) refused, observing some other person had better write 
it, to avoid people suspecting anything. He deposes (o the same effect as 
both the.other witnesses as to the number of persons present, and concludes 
by saying that the letter having been previously read to Jyesing by Umreswer, 
and its contents having been approved of by the former, he (Jyeging) signed it 
in his presence. 

45. The fourth deposition is that of Umreswer Bramin, who it appears had 
gone to Baroda to recover an instalment of a sum of money become due 
which he had lent to Purvoodas, when the latter requested him to endeavour 
to procure the letter through the agency of the two Patels. This witness 
confirms the testimony of the two Patels as to the fact of his going to them to 
Phophulya, adding that it was at the suggestion of Narotum that Varsun was 
requested to accompany them. He corroborated their, evidence, of the Patels 
on their arrival at Chanood proceeding to Mandwa, and states that they 
informed him on their return that Jyesing had promised to meet them the 
following morning at the hut of Luckmeedas Byragee. He gives the same 
account of what occurred the next morning previdus to Jyesing’s joining them, 
and states that when he arrived, he (the deponent) asked him whether 
Purtaub Siflg was his son? and Jyesing replying in the affirmative, the depo¬ 
nent requested lym to write a letter to that effect. He then corroborates 
Varsun’s testimony as to Jyesing’s requesting him (the deponent) to wrife the 
letter for him, and his refusing to do so, and adds that the Patels were likewise 

asked by Jyesing to write it, but excused themselves on the ground of- not 
Sir 
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being able to write well. In conclusion he states the same facts as the others, 
of his requesting Rajaram to write the letter and his refusing until requested 
by Jyesing to do so, giving in substance the same convcrsation-which passed 
between them, and states that he (the deponent) having read the letter to 
Jyesing, the latter put his mark to it, in the presence of the deponent and the 
two I’ulels, Rajaram having left them to proceed on his way to Kunalee. 
After this had been done, Jyesing cjyrtioned them to keep the transaction 
secret, and the parties separated, and tlic deponent carried flie letter to Baroda 
and delivered it to Pnrvoodas. 

46. I have detailed at length the evidence of tliese four persons, in order to 
place this important fact in as clear a light as possible; and no one, I should 
think, after perasinijthestatcmentscontuine<l in their (lepo.sitions,can reasonably 
doubt that the letter to which they refer is genniiic, and that it was volun¬ 
tarily given by Jyesing Rana, who must have been induced, either by threats 
or bribes, to recant his former statements. We can easily imagine four persons 
entering into an agreement to tell one and the same story regarding any 
particular fact, yet it cannot be sup))osed jjossiblc that the four persons whose 
evidence I have been remarking upon .should be able, in the strict cross-exami¬ 
nation they imderwcut, to avoid numerous eontradictions in their replies to 
questions they cotdd not have known \Vould have Tjeen ])ut to them, on the 
supposition that the story they tell is false. In the case, however, before us, 
each deponent relates the same particulars, even to the minute details of con¬ 
versation which passed on the occasion, without the least equivocation or 
confusion, each person giving some additional information ocenning to his 
recollection, which.it is natural to suppose miglit not be remembered by all 
the parties to the transaction, wiiicli took place upwards of two years since. 
There is, however, one contradiction observable in the evidence of the two 
Bramins. The writer of the letter deposes that Umreswer read the letter in his 
(the writer’s) presence, and that Jyesing approverd of the contents of it in his 
hearing. Umreswer states that he only read a ])art of the letter in the writer’s 
presence, and that Jyesing did not approve of the contents in his presence. 
I do not think much iuiportance can be attached to this circumstance, or that 
it can much alfect their testimony; it is the only diH’crcnce wbieh occurs, 
and Jyesing might have approved of the part which was read to him in the 
writer’s hearing, prior to the latter’s leaving tlie hut. 

47. For the manner in which the evidence regarding this letter was de¬ 
livered, I beg leave to refer to the remarks made at the end of each deposition 
at the time they were taken. I have not been a!)le to discover a single cir¬ 
cumstance, which might render the testimony of either of the-four witnesses in 
any degree suspicious. Tlie Bramin who wrote the letter resides generally in 
Naadod, possesses some hereditary property, and trades on a small scale: he 
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does not appear to have had any connection with Narsing or the advocates 
of his cause. Umreswer is a man of considerable wealth, and his principal 
employment is lending out money at interest, and, according to his own testi¬ 
mony, he appears i.o have had money transactions with the Karbaree of Nar¬ 
sing prior to the period at which the letter was written. The two Patels 
bear a good character in their village, and appeared simple and illiterate men. 

48. I have the*lionour to return the original letter from Jyesing, together 

with a specimen of the writing of Rajarani, in order that the two may be 
compared together. With respect to the former, it is necessary to observe 
that the word Srumut, commencing the seventh line from the top, appears to have 
been written by a different person than the one who wrote the other part of 
the letter, not only from the difference in the style, but from a different s 
being written than the one used throughout the letter, the palatal s being 
used in every othe^f instance, except in this word, in which the dental n is made 
use of. Nursing’s Karbaree, upon being’sho\’/'n the letter, admitted there was 
an apparent difference, and could not uceonnt for it, except by supposing the 
writer might have changed his pen. This interpolation, supposing it to be so, 
is not of any importance, as it does not in any degree alter the most material part 
of the letter, but merely writes the salaam of .lycsing and that of all persons 
residing in Mandvva to Narsing, instead of the salaam of Jyesing alone. 
Regarding the letter, I have not called any number of persons before me to 
decide whether it is the writing of the person who wrote the letter for Jyesing, 
considering it likely that the persons I might select might be iifferested in the 
cause of one of the two parties, which might promjit them to give a vyrong 
decision, and conceiving it therefore more advisable that the comparison 
should be made at Baroda tliau at Nandod. From what I have written, how¬ 
ever, it will I’eadily be inferred what my Opinion is on the subject; and I 
cannot avoid making one more observation in f.ivour of the letter being 
genuine, viz. the very circumstance of a disinterested person being called in to 
write the letter, and of the other parties having refused to write it to avoid 
exciting suspicion. This must be considered as a convincing proof of no force 
or undue influence being j’esorted to in procuring tbe letter from Jyesing, 
otherwise they would uot have made any delay on account of so trifling a 
circumstance. • . 

49. Narsing having established so importtfnt a fact as the above, I did 
.not hesitate candidly^o inform Wurnasee, Purtaub Sing’s Jiarbaree, of the 

circumstance, explaining to him how strongly it would weigh against his 
master’s claims, and directing him, if he was able, to produce any evidence to 
controvert it. It is almost to be regretted that I did so,«otherwise I might 
have prevented several persons from committing the dreadful crime of perjury. 
When I informed Wurnasee of it, I warned him of the consequences which 
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would follow the discovery of false witnesses being made use of by him for 
the purpose I had mentioned, as such would in the end only be detrimental 
to the cause they were brought forward to support: the issue will, however, 
show my caution was altogether disregarded. 

50. The three principal persons by whom Wurhasee hoped to diminish the 
force of the fact of Jyesing liana’s having given the letter to Narsing, are 
Hurba Bapoo, nephew to Myral Narrain, and CamavisJar of the Sinnor 
Purgnna; Ambydas, a Patel of the village of Phophulyaj and Nursudhut, 
a Bramin, who is occasionally employed by Purtaub Sing in the capacity of*a 
Karkoon. It would be a needless waste of time to enter into a long discussion 
as tQ the nature of the evidence contained in their respective depositions, and 
I shall therefore confine, my remarks to within as narrow limits as I am able. 
Hurba Bapoo states, that in consequence of Wurnasee sending Nursudhut to 
inform him that two of the Patels of the village of Phophulja were interfering 
in his (Wurnasee’s) affairs, he sent for them separately and inquired of them on 
the subject, on which occasion they both confessed that Narsing had requested 
them to do the business for him, and that they bad agreed to-do it for the sake 
of their bellies. He further states that Narotum and Varsun told him that 
they had been promised 500 rupees, 100 of which they had received in 1874, 
which sum was actually paid to the deponent’s Mehta in part payment of the 
revenue due from the Patel. The deponent directly declares, that neither of 
the Patels would inform him what trick they alluded to, and therefore he (the 
deponent) does not know to what trick allusion was made, but supposes it was 
made to a tuick performed, and not one which still remained to be executed. 
Ambydas, who it appears is the person through whonS Hurba Bapoo 
transacts all his affairs connected with the village of Phophulya, gave a 
description of an attempt he (Ambydas) made, with the knowledge of Hurba 
Bapoo, to bribe Narotum to give Wurnasee a letter declaring that tlie letter 
produced by Narsing was false. He states that Narotum agreed to do so, 
upon which the deponent informed Hurba Bapoo of it, who replied he could 
not give any money for the letter, but told the deponent to ask the Karbaree 
of Purtaub Sing to do so. This Ambydas did, aqd Nursudhut returned to 
Chanood to ask Wurnasee about it. The deponent then states thaf notwith¬ 
standing Narotum had, agreed to give the letter, he (the deponent) during 
Nursudhut’s absence asked Narotum what, answer he should give to Nur- 
Budhut when he returned, when Narotum replied hi would not give the ^ 
letter, but would say so vivd voce. Now if Narotum had agreed to give the 
letter in the first instance, what occasion was there for Ambydas putting the 
above question to him? When Nursudhut returned, he told the deponent 
.that he w'ould agree to give to Narotum whatever he (Ambydas) should 
settle, upon-which the deponent informed him of the ariswer Narotum had given 
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him, and likewise informed Hurba Bapoo of what had passed, who told him 
to let the business alone. Ambydas. then, in direct contradiction to the 
statement of Hurba Bapoo, asserts that he was present when Hurba Bapoo 
spoke to Varsun on the subject. He gives a different statement (as to the 
remuneration Varsuh stated they had received for getting the letter) froni 
that given by Hurba Bapoo. This witness, therefore, proves that Hur¬ 
ba Bapoo has been guilty of two most infanjous falsehoods, the one 
in stating that he did not know what trick they conversed about, and 
the other that Ambydas did not hear what conversation passed between 
him and Varsun, when the former directly declares he was sent for by 
Hurba Bapoo, who informed him in Varsun’s presence of the conversa¬ 


tion which had passed between them. It is worthy of observation that 
Ambydas acknowledges he neither heard Narotum nor Varsun declare 
that the letter they had procured from Jyesing was false. Although I 
might make many remarks upon the evidence of Nursudhut, which exceeds 
that of the two former witnesses in the number of the falsehoods and contra¬ 
dictions it contains, 1 shall merely observe that the account he gives, regarding 
what took place «t Sinnor varies in many essential respects from that of the 
two former deponents. He corroborates Ambydas’s statements as to Hur¬ 
ba Bapoo s knowing what trick the two Patels alluded to, and of the conversa¬ 
tion which passed between Varsun and Hurba Bapoo being repeated by the 
latter to Ambydas, and declares it was Hurba Bapoo himself who put the 
question to Narotum regarding the money, and not Ambydas, He denies 
having told Ambydas. that he would agree to give to Narotum‘whatever he 


settled, adding that Wurnasee refused to give any money for a letter from 
Narotum; but he confesses that Ambydas informed him, on his return to 
Sinnor, that Narotum, during his absence, had said he would not give a 
letter. He states that Varsun declared in the presence of Hurba Bapoo, 
Ambydas, and the deponent, that the letter was false, and that they did it for 
the sake of their bellies. The two following depositions are those of two other 
Patels of Phophulya, whose names were given in to me by Wurnasee, as wit¬ 
nesses he intended to produce to give evidence on the same subject; but I con¬ 
clude their vjrtue was too strong to be corrupted by the temptations which 
may have been held out to them, as they both declared they knew nothing on 
the subject, ■ ’ 

61. Such is the iflfamous conspiracy which has been entered into, not to 
prove the letter to be*a forgery, bpt to vilify the characters of two of the per¬ 
sons through whose agency it was obtained. ’ It is difficult for me to state 
whether my astonishment was more excited by the mysteriousness of the man¬ 
ner in which Hurba Bapoo delivered his evidence, or by the simplicity and 
folly of the Patel in detailing a systematic attempt made by himself, with the 
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countenance of his master, to bribe over the Patels; or by the cunning and 
craftiness displayed by the Karkoon on the occasion. It is impossible to 
account for Hurba Bapoo’s motive 4n denying that he knew the trick alluded 
to by the Patels, except fron»the vain hope that by -giving his evidence in 
enigmas he would avoid the guilt of perjuring himself. 

62. Although the internal evidence of the falsity of the above testimony is 
sufficiently apparent, I considered it necessary to re-examine the two Patels 
on the subject, and more particularly regarding the 100 rupees Ilurba Bapoo 
stated they jiaid to his Mehta, being the sum they had received from Umres- 
wer for getting the letter from Jyesing Raiia. In their depositions will be 
observed the whole history of w hat took place at Sinnor; the bribes which 
were oflPered to them in case they complied with the wishes of their master; 
the threats of incurring the d.ispleasure of their master, and his withholding a 
small sum annually due to them from being Patels in case of non-compliancp; 
and, above all, a most satisfactory explanation regarding the sum Ilurba 
Bapoo stated was received from them by his master in Sumvut 1874. 

53. It appears that the money in question was borrowed from Umreswer, 
by the two Patels, to' pay their revenue ; that the money is <still unpaid ; that 
lands w'ere mortgaged on account of the debt, and bonds drawn out iii the 
regular manner by the Tulatee or Karkoon of the village of Phophulya. I 
have taken the evidence of the Bramin who lent the money, as well as that of 
the Tulatee who drew out the bonds. From these it will appear the money 
was borrowed.on account of Hurba Bapoo having sent Mohsils on the vil¬ 
lage of Phopllnlya to collect the balance of revenue due to him. I have seen 
the bonds, and they are drawn out in every respect conformal)ly to custom ; the 
rate of interest is 15 per cent., and the bonds are witnessed by the person who 
drew them out, and the bond of Narotum witnessed by Va| sun, and that of the 
latter by Narotum. It is necessary to observe, that the person from whom 
the money was borrowed is the same who was concerned in the procuring 
the letter from .lyesing, and on that account, if the fact of the money having 
been borrowed from him rested upon his evidence alone, it might be consider¬ 
ed as suspicious, but being so clearly supported by theefVidence of the Tulatee, 
who came altogether unprepared for his examination, and lJmi;cswer living 
in Phophulya in the capacity of money-lender, and as such it is natural to be 
susposed that the Patels would repair to him in the exigency of their case, I 
do not think the truth of the money having been bon^wved can reasonably 
be doubted. How lamentable is it, therefore, to think tltat a man (I will not 
say of respectability, hut) possessing such wealth as Hurba Bapoo is master 
of, should so far degrade his character, as not only to consent to become the 
principal instrument in a base conspiracy to deprive these two poor Patels of 
their reputation, but to increase two-fold the infamy his conduct so.justly 
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merits, by endeavouring to establish the fact of their having received money 
from Umreswei gratuitously, when in fact they were compelled to borrow it, 
at an exorbitant and ruinous rate of interest, to satisfy his own clamorous 
demands for the revenue due to him as Camavisdar of Sinnor! 

54. The last deposition contained in the 4th enclosure, is that of the person 
who was sent to Ph’ophulya to summon the Patels to attend me, which 
requires' no other remark, except that it corroborates the statement of the 
Patels as to the answer given by them when he informed them of the object 
of his mission. The letter produced by Narsing having there been proved as 
clearly as circumstances will admit to be genuine, I might perhaps be warrant¬ 
ed in concluding my letter without makij/g any further remark upon the 
subject; as, however,- the case cannot possibly be made too clear, I shall 
proceed to offer a few observations on the nature of the evidence contained in 
the four remaining enclosure.s, considering that such will afford additional 
proof of the legitimacy of Nar.sing’s claims to the succession. 

55. The fifth enclosure, marked E, contains the result of my inquiries re¬ 
lative to the letter alluded to in the 37th and 38th paragraphs of my former 
letter. The letter in question is dated the 11th of Kartick Wud, Sumvut 1870, 
corresponding with the 18th of November 1813,«and is produced by Narsing, 
who states it was given to him by the persons whose names are affixed to it, 
at the time he (Narsing) came to Nandod for the purpose of making a settle¬ 
ment with Myral Narrain, of his dispute. In this letter is written that the 
writers of the letter are all ready to obey Narsing’s orders, and that, when he 
returned to the hills, they would cross the Nerbudda with their families, and 
leave the Purguna deserted, until a settlement of Narsing’s affairs should be 
concluded, as they did not wish to have anything to do with Myral Narrain 
and the false Purtaub Sing. Bhatt security is given by the writers of the letter 
for the performance of their part of the agreement. A paper is, however, pro¬ 
duced by Purtaub Sing, bearing the signatures of four only of the persons who 
signed the letter in question, stating that the letter was obtained by force, as 
they signed it to save their crops (which were ready to be cut) from being 
plundered, and that the word false was not inserted before the name of Purtaub 
Sing in the original letter, but has subsequently been interpolated. 

56. Nagur Ambydas, one of the persons said to have signed the paper 
produced by Purtaub Sing, is dead ; on reference, however, to the deposition 
of the three other persons, ^il will be observed, that they all admit that the 
letter given to Nursing was signed willingly and of their own accord, assign¬ 
ing as the cause, however, of their doing so, the wish to save their crops from 
being plundered, and that they gave money to Narsing on the same occasion 
with a similar view. They all deny having ever signed any statement declaring 
it was obtained by compulsion. Two of them, however, state that the word 
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Oilse was not inserted, though Gunnesjee did not say so until after much hesi¬ 
tation and confusion; the other person declared lie did not know whether 
it was inserted or not. The three other depositions are those of three others 
of the persons who signed the letter given to Narsing. One of the Bhatts 
who became security is since dead; the other had left Nandod prior to my 
arrival, and I could not find out whither he had gone. ' The evidence of the 
last mentioned persons states, likewise, that the letter was given of their Own 
accord, not however with a view of saving their crops, but with that of get¬ 
ting Myral Bhow out of the country, and because they considered Narsing to 
be the proper Chieftain of Rajpeejila. It is to be observed that Purvoodas 
Dessaee had already given in a vyitten statement declaring that the letter was 
written by him, and that the word Kotah was inserted before the name of 
Purtaub Sing in the original ; the other two depose that they cannot recollect 
whether it was inserted or not. 

57. Such of the persons, therefore, who signed the letter (that I have been 
able to examine) having unanimously deposed that the letter was given to 
Narsing willingly and of their own accord, and being equally divided in the 
motives by which they were actuated in doing so, it remains only now to’ iie 
considered which of the two statements appears to be the correct one, ami to 
discover whether the act originated from the persons concerned having in v'Civ 
the preservation of their property, or whether it W'as not the act of an indig¬ 
nant peasantry wishing to free themselves from the domlnrering and intrusive 
authority of Myral Narrain, combined with the object of facilitating by it the 
restoration of the person they considered to be their legitimate Chieftain, to 
the rights which had been usurped from him. 

68. It is necessary shortly to state the circumstances under which .\arsing 
came to Nandod at the period in question. It was at the invitation of IMyral 
Bhow, and a temporary settlement-was made by Myral Bhow with Narsing, 
in order to induce the, latter to cease from ])lundoring the country, the basis 
of which was, that Narsing should remain in Nandod and Purtaub Sing in 
Mandwa. Purtaub Sing was to have no Karbaree in Rajpee|)la, but the 
management of the country was to be jointly conducted by Narsing and Myral 
Bhow, and each was to have his own Karkoon. This settlement continued 
only in force for a few months, when Myral Bhow broke the agreement by 
refusing to permit Narsing to have, his own Karkoon and wishing to allow 
Purtaub Sing t<5 return to the country. The^Jumadars of Nandod came 
voluntarily forward and proposed to Narsing that (in consequence of Myral 
Bhow’s conduct) he should return to the hills and recommence plundering, and 
Jhat they would in the mean time desert their houses. Accordingly the letter, 
the merits of which I have been discussing, was passed to Narsing on the part 
of Jnmadars; and the former it appears passed a writing, which I have not 
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been able to obtain, but, from what I have been able to learn, recapitulated 
the agreement of the opposite party, and stated that when he (Narsing) re-' 
commenced plundering the country, their property should be made an excep¬ 
tion and he consideifd sacred. 

69. The fact of the Jumadars coming voluntarily forward and making the 
above proposition to Narsint;', is rendered more tlian probable fiom the 
circmnstauce of his not being under the necessity ol leaving Nandod, having 
liiniself at the time a very respeclablo force, witliout any other opposed to him, 
and con.seipiently at liberty to do whatever he pleased. If the agreement was 
made with a view of preserving their property, would it not be so stated in 
the original letter t and is it likely so many of the most respectable Desaees 
of the INandod Purgnna should have consented to make so great a .sacrifice 
as the abaudomneut of their liouses and all that is gouei'idly held so dear by 
mankind, merely with a view of saving a few -rops of standing corn (wliicli 
could not liavc been of any great value Iroin the season-at wliicli the letter 
was written) ? This can hardly be siijiposcd [u-ob.ahlc, and we must look for 
sonic much moii. powerful incentive for the act, and therefore conclude they 
must have hceu actuated by the motives istatcd by tbe tliree last d('|)oneiits. 
If this is a fair conclusion, tbe tbrcc tirst deponents, it is evident, must origin- 
aily iiave been on tbe side of Narsing. Imoiii some cause, bowever, they have 
iliaiiged si<les, luiving all three given evidence at liaroda in lavonr of Purtaub 
Sing-, and the circumstance of their changing sides renders their evidence 
(wliicli is ol'itself uniin|)ortant) of little value. , 

(50. 11 is necessary to I'loint out a fact deposed to by Purvdodas, wliich 

occurred about (lie lime of Ilamsiiig’s death, vi/.. a .lassoos la-ing sent from 
Ifaroda by IJabajec to .Myral llliow, (.lii’ccling him not to jircsent cloths to 
Pmtaub tring on tbe termination ol’ the days of momniiiLr (or llam'ing, and 
that although cloths were subseipienlly presented to him on the part of tbe 
fiackwai- (Government through the iulliience of (tmigadluir Shastrec, they vvcrcj 
not given at the usual and proper time. He- liki-ui^m slates that about bl),0UO 
rupees were given away at Baioda on the oec-asion by Myral Bbow, and 
iuKls that be is accpiuinled willi these facts fiom being in cmplovment at the 
time. 'J'liis is another circnmctanco which must oiieralc? strongly against the 
cause of Purtaub Sing In tlie deposition of Bliowanydas will be seen an 
account of bis having been forciiily obliged to sign a K tier in the I'>urbur by 
(lunnesjee Desaec and (Jiiinioolie Mama (a Karkonn bi-lnnging to the (Gaek- 
war Government) without being allowed to peruse its contents ; a fact I merely 
allude to, as evim-ing one more to tbe many proof's which exist, of ll-.e undue 
measures which have been resorted to by Purtaub Sing and bis adherents to 
produce the little evidence they have been able to scrape togotiier in supporl 
of their cause. 
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61. On referring to LTmursee for an expliinadon ol the inanner in which 
the letter was obtained, he gave me the following evasive and unsatisfactory 
reply. He stated that the letter w'as brought to him (IJinursee) by one of 
his men, who had been sent to Nandod for the purpose of investigating the 
point; but he does not recollect W'ho brought it to him, or who was fhc j)erson 
who was sent to carry on the investigation. Upon being asked how many 
persons signed the letter ? he replied, all those who signed the foi'mer 
letter, with the exception of two only ; when, as I have already stated, the 
original letter w as signed by seven persons independent of the two Ilhatts, and 
that given in by Purtaiib Sing has only the names of four persons alHxod to it. 
Umursee added that he did not know' who gave the tetter to his man, as he 
did not ask him the (piestion. No further proof, therefore, can be required 
as to the letter produced being an impudent and barefaced forgery, and at the 
same time one of the most ill-contrived that ever was attempted, 

62. The (ith enclosure, marked F, contains tlie answeis of some of the 
most respectable inhabitants (57 in number) of Nandod and other places I have 
visited, to thirteen questions drawn out on the subject of the })resent disjnile, 
principally with the view of ascertaining the several ]ioints adverted to in the 
4th paragraph of this letter. The evidence contained in this enclosure must 
be deemed worthy of great w'cight, as although 1 may have accidentally sum¬ 
moned persons who bad bel'ore determined what j)arty they would support, 
the generality of the witnesses, from being the most resjrcctable ])crsons resid¬ 
ing in each .place, and from being summoned without themselves or either 
party knowing that such was my intention, may fairly be supposed to liavc 
given such replies as they thought were true, es])ecially as they all had the 
usual oath administered to them according to their faith. 

(53. The 1st and 2nd questions refer to the age of Soorujkoor at the time 
she was married to Ranising, and to the Ici’.gth of time which elapsed after 
that event before it had been rc;ported she had been delivered of a son. The 
* 1', Nos. 1.7. .'il. luul an.svvers to the 1st question arc of course from hearsay, 

, , , , and are as follow. Two* state her age to have been 

t J'. Nos. 1.4, is,ami , ° 

21 —11 and l.'i. about ten; fouii from eleven to twelve ; two from twelve 

+ *'• to thirteen ; and onc,;j, wlio lives thirty kos distant from 

Nandod, from eighteen to twenty. The other persons could give no answer, 

but from the above it must be inferred that in all probability Soorujkoor could 

irot have been more than twelve years old when she married Ramsing, and 

was probably younger. Only four persons replied to the 

t ENo^ s^^ ^^ ' question, threc§ of them stating that it was about 

• two years after her marriage, and the Otheijl about five 

years, that it was reported she was delivered of a son; the former, there is no 

doubt, i.s about the correct period that actually intervened. 
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G4. The Srd and 4th questions were put to ascertain whether it w'as generally 
known that Sooi ijkoor was pregnant when she left her husband in confinement 
in Nandod and escaped to Mandvva, and wdiether people heard of the usual 
ceremonies being performed in the fifth and seventh months of her pregnancy 
at the lifflcr place. With the exception of one person alone, all the witnesses 
reply in the negative to the :3rd (picstion, and this per- 
F, No. 11. son* acknowledges that he only beard that she W'as 

pregnant from one man, by name Putvva. Such being the case, tbc improba¬ 
bility of her pregnancy is at least established, as it can hardly be supposed the 
world would have been ignorant of the fact, especially wdien the publishing of 
it would have been likely to ensure the life of Ramsing. With the c.xception 
of these persons, all reply in the negative to the 4th question. Two of 
themf say they heard of their being performed; adding 
Ihowever, that peojile considered it then to be a trick. 

The othei'l states that he heard of the Sutniasee ceremony 
being performed only, and not that of the Puuchmasee. I think it extremely 
doubtful whether these ceremonies were celebrated or not, but am inclined to 
think, from a view of all the evidence which has been produced on the subject, 
that the ceremony usually observed in the seventh month was gone through, 
but that observed in the fifth month was omitted. If this is correct, it would 
argue that the trick was not contemj)Iated when the period at which thePunch- 
masee ought to have been celebrated occurred. 

65. (Question the 5th was put with the view of ascertaining the general feel¬ 
ing of the country when the report was circulated of Soorujkoor’s having been 
delivered of a son. Fourteen of the persons rej)lied that ])eople considered it 
was false, and a trick made to save Ram.sing’s life. Fifteen asserted that 
])eo|)le were divided in opinion on the subjecty some thinking it was true, and 
others that it was false. Only one of the perse)ns states that people considered 
she might have been delivered of a son, the rest answering that they were not 
able to inform me what people thought of it. The rei)lies given, however, fully 
prove that the general opinion at the time of the report being spread abroad 
was that it was false. 

66. The three following questions were put with the view of ascertaining 
the time which elapsed between the period at which Kamsing ascended the 
Gadcc and Soorujkoor’s returning to him; whetfier Ramsing went himself to 
Mandvva to bring her, or sent jiersons for that purpose; and whether Sooruj- 
koor demanded Ilhandaree from her husband prior to returning to him, 
and if she did, on what account she thought such necessary. Only nine per¬ 
sons were able to give any reply to the Gth question, and'taking the average 
of the different periods they mention, Soorujkoor did not return to her husband 
until fifteen months after he had been seated on the Gadee. Taking into con- 
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sideration the whole of the evidence bearing on this point, I should think this 
event did not occur before Ramsing had been seated on the Gadee seven or 
eight months, and not later than twelve or fourteen months after the latter event. 
Ill the absence of all written evidence, it is impossible, when tlie accounts of 
different |iersons are so diH'ercnt, to pretend to A.k the e.\act time of l^r return ; 
it is necessary, however, particulurlj^ to notice, that it did not take place, as 
might be naturally e.vpected, immediately after his accession to power. Eleven 
persons declare that they arc positively certain that Ramsing did not go him¬ 
self to Maiulwa to bring his wife to Rajpeepla, all declaring that they recollect 
Ins going to .seize Salnm Jumadar, but that they are certain that neither Soo- 
rujkoor nor PurtaubSing returned with him on that occasion. Two of these 
state that they were in Nandod at the time, and saw Ramsing on his return, 

^ ^ ^ _ Two* others state that they never heard that they return¬ 

ed with Ramsing at the time alluded to ; one of them 
adding that he was in the service of Ramsing at the time. Three state that 
, they have heard that they did not return, and onef only 
corroborates Soorujkoor’s own statement that they both 
left IMandwaon the same day, but returned by different routes to Rajpep|)la. 
From the above I have not a doubt but that (according to the statement of 
Iluttysing Chowra and many others) Soorujkoor did not return with her hus¬ 
band when the latter did, after the seizure of Salum Jumadar, but that persons 
were sent for her sub.si'quent to that event. Only three persons were able to 
give any repiy to tlie 8th question; one of them rejilying in the affirmative, 
and staling that .Soorujkoor demanded Bhandarce on account of Purtanb Sing, 
the other two stating that they heard Bhandaree was demanded by her, but 
they do not know on what account. This cannot, therefore, be considered 
much additional proof that Bhaltdarce was actually demanded by her. 

G7. Tile Dth question requires no particular remaik, but was merely put to 
learn the accuracy of .Soorujkoor’s statement (or the contrary) on the subject 
to which it relates. There is not, however, any doubt but that the Chandla 
ceremony was performed, as 1 have examined the Wussawa Bheel whose here¬ 
ditary right it is to perform it, and he declares that it was performed by his 
father, who is now dead, and that he himself was one of those present at its 
performance, and knows that the customary donations were made by Ramsing 
at the time to his father. Soorujkoor’s statement on this point, like most of 
those she has made, is incorrect. 

68. The 10th question was put with a view of ascertaining whether Ram- 
sing, during the time he sat on the Gadee, was his own master, or governed 
by his Karbarees.* This is the only point in which the persons to whom the 
questions were put almost unanimously agree, as they mostly replied that he 
was under the authority of his Karbarees, the chief of whom was in the first 
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instance Sal-um Jumadar, and after liiin Kisluindas Buksliee and Moedeen 
Juniadar. On ibis point no doubt can be entertained, as, independent of the 
above evidence, thf’ debauclied habits and cliaructer of the Raja leadily induce 
us to believe that sucli was the case. 

69. the 11th question relates to the letter Narsing states he received from 
Ramsing', a few days before the latter’s death, requesting him to come to Raj- 
peepla and take charge of the Government, and acknowledging that Purtaub 
Sing was not his own son. Much additional evidence to siibstantiale this 
point has not been obtained, as only four persons replied that they heard such 
was the case. Xhe Rarbaree of Narsing being called iq)on to pioduce the 
letter, informed me his master had lost it, in the struggles he made to recover 
his just rights, together with the greater part of his other property. This point, 
therefore, must still rest upon the evidence of Amunkoorbaee, one of Uamsing’s 
surviving wives, ’fhe evidence is remarked upon in the 21st para, of my 
former letter, in which it will bo observed she states that her husband inform¬ 
ed her that he had written a letter to the above effect to Narsing. The 12th 
question heeds no observation, as it did not elicit any additional information 
on the subject, which was the object for which it was put. 

70. The 13lh and last question was put to learn the individual opinion of 
each person as to which of the two candidates is the legitimate Chieftain of 
Riijpeepla, and I could not persuade some of the |)pi sons to re|)ly to this ques¬ 
tion. Of those, however, who did, no less than seventeen gave their votes 

* F, Nos. 12, 14, 25, decidedly in favour of Narsinc, and seve*i* others, from 
22, 50, 44, 48. their manner, and the indirect answers they gave, I 

could plainly perceive were only deterred fiom the fear 
of sustaining injury, from delivering their sentiments in 
his favour. Only five*persons gave their voice in favour 

t F, No. 33. of Purtaub Sing, one ]- of these stating thafsuch was his 


+ 
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opinion because he had already sat on the Gadee, and 
the restj; because he was brought up by Ramsing as his 


§ F, No. 39. 


son. Another^ person, from his indirect answer, may 


II F, Nos. 38, 42, 45, 
4G, 54, 55. 


be considered to be on the same side. Of the remainder, 
I consider six|| to be perfectly neutral, but I could not 


discover what were the real ojiinions of the others. It is needless to observe 
how greatly the above account must bo considered in favour of Narsing. 

71. The 7th enclosure, marked G, contains the answers offorty-one persons 
to the last of the thirteen questions I have already remarked upon. This was 
put, in order to ascertain the feeling amongst the Bheels and lower orders, 
upon the disjiflte now pending. It will be observed,•that the generality 
of the persons included in this enclosure are Wussawas, or the head Bheels 
of each village from which they were summoned, and as their opinion may 
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fairly be considered as that of the inferior Bheels who are under their 
respective dominion and control, I shall only further remark that the two first 
persons on the list are Tunna Wussawa, cousin to Rejunjee VVussawa, and 
Rduljee Parsee, the Karbaroe of the latter. The former on the part of himself, 
and the latter on the part of his master, replied that they considered ‘Narsing 
as their proper Cliiel'tain, and that both themselves and followers would obey 
him. Of the remainder only six give their votes in favour of Purtaub Sing; 
the others, with the exception of one who considers both to be his masters, all 
deciding witliont hesitation in Nursing’s favour. One of the latter gives an ac¬ 
count of what Ramsing said to him on one occasion when he (the deponent) 
went to Rajpeepla to pay his revenue, declaring that the llaja then told him 
that Purtaub !?ing was not his son, but that of another person. 

72. I am now come to the 8th and last enclosure, marked II, containing 
the evidence of a few persons called before me for the purpose of being examined 
upon particular facts and circumstances which the situation of the several 
deponents rendered it probable they might he acquainted with. The three first 
depositions are those of persons who wore living in houses close to tlrat of Dair 
Shunker’s when Soorujkoor escaped from Nandod to Mandwa. They all three 
declare they never heard that she was in a state of pregnancy at the time. The 
first witness was formerly in the service of Salum Jumadar, and Dair Shunker 
(the person in whose house Ramsing and Soorujkoor were living at the time 
the former was put in confinement) w'as uncle to the deponent. lie deposes 
that he accompanied his master when Ramsing decoyed him to Mandwa for 
the purpose of effecting his seizure, and is positive that neither Soorujkoor nor 
Purtauli Sing accompanied Ramsing when he returned to l!ajpccj)la after hav¬ 
ing accoinjrlisiied tlie object of his visit to .Mandwa. This deponent was in 
the service of Ajebsing when the news was brought to Rajpecpla of Sooruj¬ 
koor having been delivered of a son, and is positive that Ajebsing did not dis¬ 
tribute sugar, &c. (fcc. on the event. The 2nd witness states that his women 
were constantly going to visit Soorujkoor when she was living in the house of 
Dair Shunker, and I'rom them he understood that she was ton or thirteen years 
old at that time. The third deponent states that she was only eleven or twelve 
years old, and corroborates the statement of the first witness that neither Soo¬ 
rujkoor nor the boy returned with Ramsing to Rajpeepla after the seizure of 
Salum Jumadar. The evidence of the three persons must be considered im¬ 
portant, as they could have had no time to prepare the same stories, as they 
had no warning beforehand that they would be examined on the subject. 

73. The five next depositions are those of five Rajpoots, inhabitants of the 
village of Nowpoora, four of whom were relations to the late Raja Ram¬ 
sing. Their evidence only strengthens that already produced by Narsing, 
proving the general feeling in their own village (when the news arrived of 



Soorujkoor having been delivered of a son) to have been that it was a trick made 
to save Ramsing’s life. One of them deposes that he knows that Ramsing 
wrote a letter a short time before his death, requesting Narsing to come and 
take charge of the government of Rajpeepla, but the latter was afraid to comej 
He states two causes for Ramsing behaving in the manner he did to Purtaub 
Sing; first, because he saved the Raja’s life, and second, because the Raja was 
under the authority of his Karbaree and obliged to act as he (the Karbaree) 
pleased. He adds, however, that the Raja did not always treat him kindly, 
but was often angry with the boy, asking who he was ? and such like expres¬ 
sions in allusion to his birth. 

74. The next deposition is that of a Rajpoot living in Jubboogaura, a 
village in the Oodepoor Purguna. This deponent was a nephew of Jyesing 
Rana, and fully corroborates tlie testitnony of the other relation^ of Jyesing 
as to Purtaub Sing being the son of his (the deponent’s) uncle, which was 
frequently told to the deponent by his mother and an elder brother. Tlius, 
therefore, has not only Jyesing himself confessed the fact of his having given 
his son to Soorujkoor, but his testimony is confirmed by that of his daughter 
Rouba, of his son-in-law Pharsing, of his three nephews Kiissool Sing, Ham- 
mund Rana, and Scorabawa Sooruttea, and of his cousin Soom Rana. The 
evidence of these persons alone would be sufficient to prove the legitimacy of 
Nursing’s claims, as, in giving it, they must be considered to have acted in 
direct oj)position to their own interests, considered in a worldly point of view, 
which it is natural to be supposed would be forwarded by the a^lvancement of 
their relation, Purtaub Sing. 

/5. The two followin<i depositions are very important, J)eing those of two 
persons who were Mooledars, or domestics, of Ajebsing’s, at the time the news 
was brought to Rajpeepla of Soorujkoor having been delivered of a son. 
Their evidence proves beyond doubt what was the opinion of Ajebsing on the 
subject, as the latter would not permit the Bramin who was the bearer of 
the news to come into his presence, and according to the statement of one of 
them. Ramsing himself acknowledged it was false, as he had had no previous 
connection with his wife. This person likewise states that Ajebsing sent a 
Rajpoot to Mandwa for the purpose of making inquiries on the subject, who 
returned bringing the information that Soorujkoor had procured the son of 
Jyesing Rana, to whom she had given 500 rupees, and 120 Coombas of land 
to be enjoyed by him and his heirs for ever. 

76. The three next depositions are those of three inhabitants of the village 
.of Kunote, the one at which Soorujkoor states she halted a short time when 
she was on her return to her husband at Rajpeepla. I do not think that 
any doubt can be entertained that Soorujkoor is guilty of a falsehood in stating 
that she returned with her husband from Mandwa after the latter had seized 
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Saium Jumailiir. Tlie evidence of these three persons tends to confirm tlid 
above opinion. It is necessary to observe, that the person at whose house 
Soornjkoor states she took some refieshment at Kiinoto, is the same alluded to by 
lluttvsing Ciiowra, but called l>y the latter Pi.irtum Boodena, and by the former 
Bhadoor. 1 have likewise the honour to forward a lettei' I have received from 
Iluttysing', in reply to one I wrote to him desiring more particular information 
on this subject, which is very satislactoryi The following deposition is that 
of the person alluded to in the 40th jiara. of this letter, and having been 
already observed upon, needs no further remark. 

77. The next deposition is that of Alxbdiah Khan, a Jiimadar in the ser¬ 
vice of iVarsing. This refers to a settlement which Purtaub Sing states he 
made with Nursing when the Bhow came to Rajpeepla in Sumvul 1871, and 
here it is necessary briefly ti) remark upon the, two accounts given to me by 
the two Karbarees of Narsing and Purtaub Sing regarding the point. Pur- 
voodas, the Karbaree of the former, gives the following explanation :—Nar¬ 
sing was at Soolpanr, a place of religions sanctity, situated on the banks of the 
Nerbudda, and his army, under the command of -Abdullah .lumadar, was at the 
village of (innta, in the Kuntall Purguna, about 30 miles from the former place. 
When Abdullah was separated from Narsing,in consonance with the custom of 
the country, he had a number of envelo|)es of lettei s bearing the Baja’s seal given 
to him. Ab'dullah having wi itten for more to his master, the latter sent a man 
to Gnnta from 80011 ) 3111 -, who, however, was |)lniulered by Morad Jurnadar’s 
people, and .Al,jorad obtained possession of the envelopes which he was carry¬ 
ing to Abdidlah Jumadar. When the Bhow came to Booiul, Morad .lunnidar 
thought it likely that the G iekwar Government would take possession of the 
countiy, and that he (Morad) would be dismissed. He therefore endeavoured 
to make a settlement with Abdullah Jumadar of the quarrel existing between 
their resjjective masters. In this, however, he failed, but wrote letters to Ca|)- 
tain Carmic, the Gaekwar Government, and the Bhow, falsely asserting that 
the quarrel had been adjusted, and enclosed them in the envelopes he had ob¬ 
tained in the manner befoie stated, bearing the seal of his master Narsing. 

78. Such is the story of Narsing, which is so far strengthened by its being 
the immemorial custom of the Uajas of Hajpeepla to entrust persons of 
confidence with the blank covers of letters bearing their seals when sent on 
any [larticular service, or absent from the seat of Government. 1 in the first 
instance desired Ilusvvaree, the Karbaree of the opposite party, to produce the 
original settlement entered into by Narsing and his master, which however 
he confessed himself unable to do, and gave the following improbable relation 
of the afl'air. He slates that vvliec the Bhow arrived at Chanode, he wrote a 
letter to Soorujkoor, requesting her to meet him for the purpose of settling the 
di.sputo. A person by name Sidhee Naseer came to the Ranee at Nandod 
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from Narsing, who promised to Morad Jiimadar, on the part of his master, to 
do everything that she (the Ranee) wished ; but tliat she ought not to go to 
the Bhow, but that he would return to Narsing and bring his terms. Sooruj- 
koor, in opposition f.) the wishes of her Jumadar, refused to consent to this 
proposal, but proceeded to the Bhow at Roond. A negotiation, however, was 
afterwards efli'ected by Morad .Tumadar on the part of Purtaub Sin and by 
Abdullah .Tumadar on the part of Narsing. The papers containing the terms 
of the settlements were given by the two Jumadars to one anothei, viz. Moiad 
received the terms which Abdullah had subscribed to, and vice VGTSQy aftei which 
the letters in question were despatched to Roond and Baroda. 

79 . The improbability of the above story is so evident, that I have not 
considered it necessary to examine any other persons on the subject but Abdul¬ 
lah Jumadar, the person who is said to have negotiated on the part of Nar¬ 
sing. On his statement 1 shall only observe, that he positively denies that any 
settlement was concluded, although Morad Jumadar attempted to make one, 
and he confirms in toto the statement which I have already detailed as having 
■been given by Narsing relative to the transaction. The statements of the Bhow 
relative to his proceedings in Rajpeepla, tend to prove the statement of Nar¬ 
sing to be correct, as he therein states (alluding to the letters he had received 
from Purtaub Sing a#d Narsing): “this villainy has been planned and execut¬ 
ed by the Jumadars Morad, Abdullah, and Moeodeen.” Wurnascc, upon 
being asked whether it was customary for persons making any negotiation on 
the part of two Governments, to keep the papers, containing tire terms upon 
which the negotiation is concluded, themseh'cs, instead of delivering them to 
their respective (Tovernments, could give no reply, and was phiced in the same 
predicament when 1 further asked him what was the reason the original 
documents were not produced when (he Bhow wrote back in reply to the 
letters he had received, purporting to be from Narsing and Purtaub Sing, that 
he must see the original papers containing the terms upon which their reconci¬ 
liation had been effected duly sealed by both parties, at the same time 
expressing his surprise at so sudden an adjustment of their differences after 
fighting and quarrelling with one another for the space of five years. This 
transaction, therefore, must be considered as another instance, in addition to 
to those I have already pointed out, of the illegal ineasures either Purtaub Sing 
or his adherents have at different times resorted to in endeavouring to establish 
the urgent claims of the former to the Gadee of Rajpeepla. 

80. The two remaining numbers of this enclosure are the translations of the 
examination of Soorujkoor and Byesunker Josee on the subject of the former’s 
birth papers. Th'cse I did not receive until after 1 had written the quarter part 
of this letter, as I purposely delayed making an ap|>lication that she might be 
examined on the subject, in the expectation that my previous inquiries^night 
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enable me to find out wliether she would have recourse to deceit and fraud to 
endeavour to prove that she was older than she really was at the time of her 
marriage to Ramsing. 

81. As soon as I had learnt the substance of Soortijkoor’s statement, I 
thought it very suspicious, for if a person can form any opinion ujion the man¬ 
ner in which the contents of any document was given hy making a translation 
of it, I should conceive Soorujkoor’s replies to the rjuestion put to her on the 
subject must have been given in a very evasive and e<iuivocating manner. On 
reference to the deposition of Mootuma Ouiualkoorl)aec, tlie grandmother of 
Soorujkoor, it will he observed, that when interi ogated as to the time of Soo¬ 
rujkoor’s birth, she replied she did not know, hut that she (Soorujkoor) had her 
birth papers with her at Haroda. This answer must naturally excite our sus¬ 
picion as to the truth of the story Soorujkoor now tells us of the late of her birth 
papers, as it is difiicult to imagine that her granduiolher would have given the 
above answer had the papers in <|uestion been really lost when ('hanood was 
plundered by Kanojee, an event which, lead it really happened, must have been 
known by her grandmother. 'I'he circumstances of her not j)ar(icularly stating 
she had a Vurshphnl, but answering in such terms as to make one unccrtaiii 
whether she had one or not, and of her afterwards stating there was one in the 
box, and, when her I\lehta was sent to search I'or it, his retuunng and stating there 
was none to be found, are both calcidated to excite our suspicion that all is 
not right, as it is almost impossible to suppose she should be; so tot.dly igno¬ 
rant where she had deposited a document to which the superstition of the 
natives leads them to place so much reli.iiice upon the truth and accuracy with 
which it points out the good and bad luck which will befall the iuilividual to 
which it belongs. It may lik(!wise be (observed that it is not likely she should 
allow such a d icunumt to be kept by any other ])erson but herself, as it could 
relate only to herself—a remark I make from the fact of her Karbaree having 
produced a \ urshphul bedonging to her, which was in his possession. 

82. Before I received tin; deposition oi' Byesunkcr, I inquired of Wurnasce 
what had become of Soorujkooi’s birth pai)crs ? He rclal(;d the same story 
as that contained in Soorujkoor’s deposition, assigning as the cause ol (be [)ro- 
perty in question being deposited in the Bramin’s house, that they thoiiglit it 
would be more secure there than if in Mandwa, as Chanood being a place of 
great religious sanctity, they thought it would on that account be respected 
by Kanojee, and would not be j)lundered by him. Wurnasce, however, was un¬ 
able to inform me the name of the Bramin in whose house it was deposited. 
He slated that from that time Soorujkoor had no |)apcr in her possession 
which was written at the time of her birth, hut Unit Byesunkcr Josec draws 
out her Vurshphid, wliich he thinks has been drawn out every year of her life. 
He had the Vurshphul, he informed me, of last year, in his possession, but those 
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of former years were not now in existence, as it is customary, when a new one 
is drawn out, that the old one should be thrown into the sacred stream of the 
Nerbudda. 

83. The Karbar.e of Purtaub Sing having produced a Vurshphul purport¬ 
ing to be that of Soorujkoor for the last year, or Sunivut 18a(5, it becomes 
necessary for me to state such particulars regarding this document as the 
abstruseness of the subject has admitted my becoming acquainted with, in order 
to show that it is not without substantial grounds that I have formed the opinion 
that the paper produced has been purposely drawn out with a view of fixing 
the time of .Soorujkoor’s birth at an earlier period than it actually took place. 

84. The literal meaning of Vurshphul is the fruit of the year, and is so 
termed from its being a document drawn out by Hindoo Josecs, or astrologers, 
pointing out tlie good or bad fortune which will befall any person in the course 
of the year. In order to enable the Josee to make the proper calculations, it 
is aijsolutely necessary that he should see the Jiinuni UcIisIht of the person 
applying to have his V'^ursliphul drawn out. The literal meaning of Junuui 
Ucksher is letters of birth, and is a paper drawn out at Hindoo births, specifying 
not only the year, month, and day, but even the minute and moment at which the 


personishorn. From the ala)vc data the.Tosee is enabled to draw out the Ji/nitin 
A'of)?nf«/<c(circle ol birth), which isa circle, divided into twelve divisious,onwhich 
are pointed out the ])osition of the planets at the time of the person’s birth. 
Another circh; is likewise made, called Chiilcct, in which is shown the changes 
of position of the ])lanets with reference to those marked down,in the Junnm 


Koondahe, which are discovered by a nicer and more difficult mode of calculation ; 
and it is from certain computations deduced from these two cin les, that the Josee 
pretends to be able to |)redict whether a person will be fortunate or the reverse 
throneh Idc. Many Hindoos, through poverty or some other cause, content 
themselves with keeping this document, and building their future hopes upon it 
alone; hut others, who wish to have a more intimate or nearer view of futurity, 
have their Vurshphul drawn out, in which, if they choose, the Josee pretends 
to point out whatever good or evil will happen to them throughout the year, 
and the month and day it will occur. It is always customary to commence 
the Vurshphul by inserting the data from which it is drawn out, viz. the Juniim 

Ucksher, the JuniimKoomIulee, and the Chuleet, and in the former is specified 

the name and age of the person whose Vurshp’hul it is, after which follow 
the predictions of good and bad luck before alluded to, and at the conclusion 
the commencement of the Vurshphul for the following year, which ou4t like¬ 
wise to contain the name of the jierson, as well as the particular yetr of the 
peisous life whieh will then be commenced. 

85 The accompanying deposition of Josee Niyasunker, which was taken 

on the subject of the Vurshphul given to me by Wurnusee prior to my 



40)4 


receiving the examination of Byesunker, and the Juiuim Uckslicr that acconi- 
paniedit, will show that neither thenarne of the year, month, day,&c. at which the 
person was born is mentioned throughout the document, and that he is unable 
to state whether the first circle is intended for the Junum Koondulec or the 
Vursh Koondulee, as it is not mentioned which it is. It is necessary to observe 
that if it was meant for the former, the words Jnnum Sm/u ouglit to have 
been written over it, whereas the words Joohh Snyv, or good sign, arc written, 
from which the Josec was not able to find out what it was meant for. Accord¬ 
ing to the Vurshphul, the age of the person to whom it relates is thirty-four 
years, and something more than nine months ; but the Josce considers the do¬ 
cument suspicious from the informalities above mentioned. 

86 . It is only requisite to make an observation upon the deposition of 
Byesunker, and that is regarding the statement he has given as to the manner 
in which he became jrossessed of tlie Junum (Jcksher, from which he states 
lie has made Soorujkoor’s Vurshphul annually from the time that has passed 
since Ramsing was first seated on the (ladee. He states that it w'as a cojiy 
of the original paper drawn out at the time of her birth, w'hich co])y w'as made 
at the time of Ramsing’s being seated on the Gadeo. How can this, however, 
be the truth, when, according to Soorujkoor’s statement, and that of her 
Karbaree, all her birth papers were lost prior to the event he alludes to, viz. 
at the time Kanojee attacked and plundered the town of Chanood t Whence 
therefore it could have been taken, is involved in inyslcry. 

87. Regafding the Junum L'cksher, he has produced anolher Josce of 
Nandod, by’name Jeevanjee, who has given me the following information. 
The person to whom it refers was born in Sumvut 1842, Wyshak Shood the 7th, 
or A. D. 1786, which makes the jieison’s age at the jircs.cnt time thirty-four 
years and ten months. Were this a cojiy of the original Junum Ucksher 
drawn out at the time of Soorujkoor’s birth, it would satisfactorily establish 
the truth of her statement that at the time of her marriage with Ramsing she 
was fourteen or fifteen years ohl, and thus get lid of one great fact now against 
lier, that at the time of Purtaub Sing’s birth she was too young to become a 
mother. Independent, however, of the suspicious circumstances I have 
already alluded to as attaching to the Vurshphul produced, the following will 
greatly strengthen them. 

88 . In the Junum Ucksher produced by the Josce of Ahmcdabad, the 
name of the person to whom it belongs is not written, which is never omitted. 
Unless, therefore, an explanation can be given why so important a part of the 
document has been omitted, its genuineness must be considered very doubtful. 
Again, we learn from the paper produced by Byesunker,’that the Russ, or 
sign of the Zodiac, in which the person to whom it belongs was born, was 
Ji.erkh, or Cancer. It is the Rass in which a person is born that decides the 
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letter with which Ihs name should commence, and the Josee upon being directed 
to inform me what letter commenced the name of the person to whom the 
paper in questien belongs, replied that it must begin with the cerebral ^ (d). 

He at the same (ime observed that in some cases persons from superstitious 

motives selected some other llass than the one in which the infant was 
actually born, which of course changed the first letter of its name, but added 
that in all cases where such a change was made, it was invariably the custom 
to mention the circumstance in the Juninn Uchslier. The same Josee having 
been requested to state whether the Vurshphul produced by Wurnasee was 
drawn out in the usual manner, and to calculate whether it was drawn out 
from the paper sent by llyesunker, replied it was not drawn out according 
to custom, but that it was calculated from the paper I had shown him. lie, 

however, acknowledged that he suspected the truth of the pajier, and gave as 

additional reasons to those I have already mentioned as given by the other 
Josee for such suspicions, that the Chulcet circle in the Vurshjihul was not fill¬ 
ed up according to custom, and that the name and age of the person to whom 
it belonged was neither inserted at the beginning nor end of the document, 
when they ought to have been at both. 

89. Having in the course of the above examination discovered that the 
Vurshphul given me by Wurnasee was not for the last year, but for Sumvut 
1875, I requested him to exjilain how he had made such a mistake. He at 
first positively asserted that I had made the mistake, and declared that the 
document he had given me w'as the very last Hyesunker had mjide, and that it 
could not be the one for 1875, which must have been thrbwn into the 
Nerbudda. Upon being requested to look at the paper, and then to state who 
had made the mistake, his guilty countenance was covered with confusion and 
shame, and he acknowledged that he was wrong. 1 could hardly, I must 
confess, sui)prcss feelings of indignation and resentment at the impudence r)f 
the man in endeavouring to impose upon me by telling me such infamous, and 
as they may be termed, gratuitous lies. The fact is, it is not customary that 
the old Vurshphul should be thrown into the Nerbudda every year, but they 
are generally treasured up during the life-time of the person and thrown into 
the river after his death. 

90. It is, I think, therefore, sufficiently evident that we cannot be satisfied 
that the papers in question show the real time of Soorujkoor’s birth. Regard¬ 
ing the paper produced by Hyesunker, it may either have been purposely 
framed for the occasion (which it could easily have been done by some Josee 
calculating backwards to the year 1842), or it may belong to some other per¬ 
son, from whom Soorujkoor may have procured it. 

91. My letter to your address dated 22nd of December last, informed you 
of the refusal of Jeytsing, the Raua of Mandwa, to give evidence upon the 
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present dispute; and I have now to report a similar line of conduct pursued 
by another person, whose situation must have made her acquainted with the 
full particulars of the whole story. The person I allude to is a female residing 
in Mandwa, by name Mycr Sonder Kooer; she was the wife of Mahdeo Sing, 
and was one of the piincipal |)ersons, I am informed, who suggested and 
carried into eOcct the trick of Soorujkoor being delivered of a son. Notwith¬ 
standing the remonstrances of Pnrtaub Sing’s party against his abandoning his 
cause at such a critical juncture, added to my own request that she would be 
examined, she has declined without assigning any cause for so doing. These 
two refusals, coining from such persons as they do, complete the strong chain 
of evidence against the pretensions of I’urtaub Sing to the Chieftainship of 
Ilnjpeej)la. 

92. I have at length arrived at the termination of my remarks upon the 
evidence jiroduced by both parties, as well as that obtained by mvself to ascer¬ 
tain and decide upon the [ueti-nsions ol’each. These have been given at great 
length, and perhaps with greater freedom, than the subject warranted. My 
object has been to place the case in as clear a point of view as I was able, and 
I tlierefore trust 1 shall not be considiued as having indulged in useless 
ohscrvalions, or made more than the importanci; of the case at issue demanded. 

913. In conclusion, and witli reference to the ten particular points I proposed 
as the |ninci|)al subjects for investigation in the 4th jiara. of this letter, it is 
ascertained that Soorujkoor was married in Sumvut IKoG, or a. n. 1800, to 
Kamsing, the son of the Ilaja of I{ajpce|)la. That at the time of her marriage 
she was very young, and although it is not possible exactly to state uhat her 
age was at tin; time, we have every reason to believe that she could not have 
been more than eleven or twelve years old, and probably younger. That about 
seven months after her marriage she accomjianicd her husband to Nandod, 
where she lived with him for five or six months, after which she escaped to 
Mandwa, in conscijuence of her hnsliand being putin confinement by his father 
A jebsing. ,'rhat about seven months after her return, she circulated the fictitious 
report that she had been delivered of a son, having the humane and praiseworthy 
object ill view that by so doing she would preserve the life of her husband, 
considering that his enemies would be deterred from putting him to death if 
he had a son to succeed to all the rights of his father. That instead, however, 
of her having been delivered of a son, she purchased, by the assistance of her 
father, the liana of Mandwa, the son of .lyesing, a (leerasia, residing in the 
village of Suttesanidh. That to carry off the plot, tlie ceremonies usually per¬ 
formed at the birth of a child were observed in the father’s house; and if the 
Punchmasa and Sutmasa ceremonies were performed, they weue only the com¬ 
mencement of a trick she already contemplated making. That the general 
feeling of the country in the neighbourhood of Mandwa and throughout the 
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wliole of Rajpeepla, when the event was reported to have taken place, was 
that it was a trick made with the object before mentioned in view, as people 
knew her to be too young to become a mother, and had never heaid of her 
being in a state of pregnancy when slie left her husband at Nandod. That 
the same opinion of the story was entertained by Ajebsing and his Court, 
and tiuit the former sent a Kajpoot to Mandwa, who returned Iinving ascer¬ 
tained that it was false. Tliat Soorujkoor did not return to Iier husband for 
some months after In? liad been seated on tlie (<adee, and tliat, notwithstand¬ 
ing Ramsing visited Mandwa about fourmonllis after liis release from confine¬ 
ment, for the purpose of seizing a jiowerfid Jumadar in his service, neitlier 
Soorujkoor nor the boy slic had procured returned witli Itamsing to Rajpeepla 
afti r he had ell’ected the seizure of the |)erson above alluded to. That wlien 
Ranising did send for jSoorujkoor and the boy, he did so from the advice 
of his Karbaiee, and that Soorujkoor would not return befoie site liad 
obtained Bhandaree from her husband for licr jrersonal safety, 'fliat although 
Ramsing did not at all times treat Purtaub Sing as his son, and s|)ecific 
instances are given of his making allusions to his (Purtaub Sing’s) real origin, 
yet, generally s]ieaking, he conducted liiinsclf like a parent towards him. 
That for stich conduct three reasons are assigned, which, singly or combined, 
arc sufficient to account for it on the sn|)position that he himsell knew that the 
boy was not his own; 1st, he acted so from the gratitude he owed the boy for 
having been insiruinental in saving his life when in confinement; 2ndly, because 
he was not his own master, but was the greater part of his iliign governed 
entirely by his Karl)arccs, who advised him and perhajis constrained him to act 
towards Purtaub Sing in the manner he did; and Brdly, he might have Ix^cn 
iiifinenced by the apprehension he entei tained that some one of iVarsing’s 
jKU'ty might attempt to poison him, which the cht rishing of Purtaub Sing as 
his son would prevent, in the same manner as .Soorujkoor thought in the first 
instance her purchasing the boy woidd prevent her husband being put to death. 
It is further ascertained from tlio evidence, that althoimli arsing is unable 
to produce the letter he states he received from Ramsing a short time before 
the latter s death, acknowhnlging that Purtaid) Sing was not his (Ramsing’s) 
son, yet tlnire are some, though not |)osit.ivo grounds to believe that such a 
letter was actually written, 'i’liat the letter given to Nursing in the year 
1HI9 by certain Zumindars and other inhabitants of the Nandod Puiguna 
was given willingly by the persons whose names are afli.xed, and that thc|)aper 
)U'oduced by the ojiposile party, |)urporting to be signed by some of tiiosc 
whose names are written in the above letter, and stating that the former were 
obtapied by foite, is a gross and infamous forgery made for the occasion. 
1 hat the settlement widely was mentioned to have taken place (in several letters 
sent to Baroda in 1815) between Narsing and Purtaub Sing was never 
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concluded, I)ut tliat the letters in question stating tliat the two had become 
reconciled were forged by Morad Juinadar, who wanted to ensure his not being 
dismissed from the employment he then had, by causing the Gaekwar troops 
to quit Rajpeepla. 

That the letter produced by Narsing, purporting to be from Jyesing Rana, 
in which the latter confesses he sold his son to the Ranee Soorujkoor, is indis¬ 
putably found to be genuine, and to h!^ve been obtained in a fair and proper 
manner. That many forgeries have been discovered in the signatures affixed 
to the ten letters given to Mr. Williams by Purtaub Sing, purporting to be from 
certain inhabitants of Rajpeepla, giving evidence in his favour. That the 
general and popular feeling of all classes of persons, both high and low, rich 
and poor, living in Rajpeepla, is decidedly in favour of Narsing; and conse¬ 
quently, that from all the above circumstances combined, with many others I 
have already enumerated in this letter, it is satisfactorily proved that Narsing’s 
eldest son is the legitimate (iihieftain of Rajpeepla, to wliich Purtaub Sing has 
no legal pretensions whatever, being the son of an obscure Geerasia, and not, 
as he pretends to be, the son of llainsing the late Haja of the country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. P. WiLLourainY, 

Caw]! l^undod, 2Gt// Fchriutrtj 1821. First Assistant Resident. 


F. 

Queries^’ pvt to some of the most rcspectaljlc infml/itdvfs of Nuvdod oud other 
•jd/tces, oil the suhjcct of the dispute reijiirdimj the succession to the Gudee 
of Jtajpeejiln. 

(fi. 1.— Do you know what was the age of Soorujkoor when she was married 
to the late Raja llamsitig? 

„ 2.— Do you know how long it was after the marriage of Soorujkoor that 

it was reported she had been delivered of a son. 

„ 3.— Did you ever hear of Soorujkoor being pregnant before she escaped, 

leaving her husband in confinement at Nandod ? 

„ 4.—Did you ever hear of the usual ceremonies being peiTormed in the 

fifth and seventh months of Soorujkoor’s pregnancy'? 

„ 3.—What was the general feeling in the place you reside at, , when the 

news arrived of Soorujkoor being delivered of a son ? 

„ (5.—Do you know how long it was after Ramsing was seated on the 

Gadce that Soorujkoor returned from Mandwt# 

Alliidctl to at pfifccs 151 to -157 of this Selection. 
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Qu. 7 . —Can you positively state whether Ratnsing went himself to Mandwa 
for the express purpose of bringing his wife Soorujkoor to Raj- 
peepla, or whether he deputed some person or persons for that 
purpose ? 

8.—Do you know whether Soorujkoor demanded Bhandaree from her 
husband on her return; and if she did, do you know what was her 
reason for deeming such necessary ? 

„ 9.—Do you know whether the Chandla ceremony was performed by a 

Kotelah Bheel upon the accession of Ramsing to the Gadee of 
Rajpeepla? • 

„ 10.—Can you inform me whether Ramsing was his own master during the 
time he sat on the Gadee, and if not, by whom was he principally 
yoverned 1 

„ 11.—Did you ever hear of Rarnsing having written a letter to Narsing, 
a few days before his death, acknowledging that Purtaub Sing was 
not his son, and requesting liim to conic to RaJpeejda for the purpose 
of taking charge of the Government ? 

„ 12.—Can you inform me of any fact or circumstance which may have 
come to your knowledge relating to the present disputes, likely to 
throw light on tlie subject ? 

„ 13.—Who, in your opinion, is the legitimate Chieftain of Rajpeepla ? 

F No. 1. 

Answers given to the thirteen queries, hy Jeewaram Bhut, Owdech Bramin, 
inhabitant of Nandod, on the \bth December 1820, 

This person repli-^d in the negative to questions 3, 4, and 12, and that he 
does not know anything of the points adverted to in questions 2, .8, and 9. To 
the remaining queries he gives the following answers :— 

Arts, to No. 1.—He never saw Soorujkoor, but people said she was eleven or 
twelve years old. 

„ „ 5.—He was in Nandod at the time Soorujkoor was said to have 

been delivered of Purtaub Sing, and ail people said it was 
a trick to save the life of Ramsing, who was in confine¬ 
ment at Nandod, and that Soorujkoor was too young to 
bear a child. 

,, „ 6.—It was about two years. 

» n 7,—Ramsing did not go himself, but sent persons to bring her to 

The deponent recollects Ramsing proceeding 

to Mandwa five or six months after he had been seated on the 

Gadee; not however to bring Soorujkoor, but to seize Salum 
54r 
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Jumadar. The de|)oncnt is certain of this, as he was in 
Nandod at the time. Ramsing was absent about fifteen 
days, when he returned alone, and the deponent saw him 
when he returned, lie did not bring Purtaub Sing witli him. 
Ans.toNoAO. —He was under the authority of Kishundas Biikshee and 
Moeedeen Jumadar, who acted as they liked. 

„ „ 11. —He heard that Ramsing wished to write a letter to Narsing, 

but does not know whether he actually did so or not. 

„ „ 13. —Narsing is the legitimate Raja, because he is the son of 

Ajebsing. . Purtaub Sing’s mother knows who his father is. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Piindia Jeew'Auam. 

(Signed) .1. P. WinLorciinY, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 2. 

Answers gwen to the same (jnestions, by Ilurreehhye, Ihroiiin, inhiibitmit of 
Nandod, on the ]5th December 1820. 

This person rej)lied in the negative to (jnestions 3, 4, and 12, and that he does 
not know anything regarding the points alluded to in questions 1, 2, 8, and 9. 
He would not reply to the last question, but was evidently in favour of 
N arsing. 

Ans. to No. 6. —Sugar, See. was distributed on the occasion, but peoj)lc thought it 
, was a trick to save Ramsing’s life. 

„ „ 6'.—He sent for Soorujkoor and Purtaub Sing when the latter was 

about two years old. 

„ „ 7.—^VVhen Ajebsing died, Salum Jumadar hud so much power 

from his having released Ramsing from confinement and 
j)laced him on the (4adee, that if he (Sulnm) told him to 
get uj), be would do so. About four monlbs, therefore, after 
Ramsing had sat on the Gadec, he decoyed the Jumadar 
to Mandwa, under the j)retence of wishing to perform a 
ceremony there, and having arrived there he seized him. 
Ramsing returned alone, and did not bring Soorujkoor nor 
Purtaub Sing with him. 

„ „ 10.—Kishundas Bukshee managed everything as he pleased. Ram¬ 

sing was generally in a state of intoxication. 

„ „ 11. —People say that he did write a letter to Narsing stating that 

if he would come to Rajpeepla he would give him charge 
of the Government. • 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Pondia HuREE:^bYE Bhaeeram. 

(Signed) J. P. Willouotidy, Assistant Resident. 
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F No. ;i 

Answers given lo the S'.vne (jueries, by lingwon launch^ inhcihitnnt oj" Nondod) 

on the \bth December 1820. 

This person rej)lics in the nefjativc to questions 3, 4, and 12, and that he 
knows nothing of the points alluded to in queries 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, and 11 j he 
would not reply to the last question. 

.4/i.v. Co Rainsing wont to Mandwa for tlie purpose of seizing Saluin 

Juinadar. lie remained at Mandwa eighteen days, and 
the deponent has heard that when he returned he brought 
Pnrtaub Sing with him ; but he docs not know whether 
Soorujkoor came with him, 

„ „ 10.—Kishundas had great power. 

(Signed in (jiuzeratee) BurowANDAS Nauaindas. 
(Signed) .1. P. VVn.i.ononiiY, Assistant Jiesitlent. 


y xN’o. 1. 

A iiswcrs given to the sutne guentions, by Shtailtnrdds, a Mehta in the employment 
of lineheb Jnmadur, on the loth December 1820. 

This jierson answers in the negative to questions 3, 4, 11, and 12, and does 
not know anything regarding Nos. 2, .5, 8, and 9. 

Ans.to A'o. — lie heard her age was from eleven to thirteen. 

,, „ (>.—Ramsing sent persons for her, but dejionent does not know 

how long after ho sat on the Gadee that he did so. 

„ „ 7.— lie never heard that llamsing went himself to Mandwa to 

bring his wife to Rajpeepla. Deponent was in the ser¬ 
vice of the Raja at the time, and thinks he would have 
known it if he had gone to Mandwa. 

„ „ JO.—Kishundas Bnkshee did as he pleased. Saluin Jumadar 

was decoyed to Mandwa, where he was seized by Ram¬ 
sing. Deponent does not know whethei Soorujkoor re¬ 
turned to Ra-jpeepla when Ramsing did. 

„ „ 13.—After the death of Ramsing, Kishundas Bukshee placed 

Purtaub Sing on the Gadee, and Narsing commenced his 
disputes. Will not answer to the question directly. 

(Signed in (juzeratee) Mehta Shunkubdas. 

(8igne<l) .1. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 
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F No. 5. 

Answers gitwn to the same queries, by Purbhoo Shait, principal Banyan of 
Nandod, on the \5th December 1820. 

This person replied in the negative to questions 3, 4, II, and 12, and that 
he knows nothing regarding Nos. 1,2,6, 8, and 9. 

Ans. to No. 5. —^There were two opinions; one that it was a trick, the other 
that it was the truth. 

„ „ 7.—The Raja himself went to Mandwa to bring Purtaub Sing 

to Rrtjpeepla. Sahim Jumadar accompanied him, and was 
seized there. Deponent does not know whether SooruJ- 
koor returned with Ramsing, but Purtaub Sing did. 

„ „ 10.—Ramsing was his own master for a short time after he seized 

Saltim Jumadar, but he was subsequently governed by 
Kishundas Bukshee, Myral Bhow, &c. See. 

„ „ 13.—Does not know exactly, but all people say Purtaub Sing is false. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Purbhoodas Luckmedas. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No 6. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Morardns Dasee, cloth merchant of 
• Nandod, on the \bth December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 9.—He has heard that it was performed at the usual time. 

,, ,, 13.—He thinks that Purtaub Sing is so because people say so. 

This person answers Nos. 3, 4, and 12 in the negative, and the remainder 
that he does know anything regarding them. 

(Signed in Guzeeratee) Morabdas. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 7. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Purbhoodas, grain weigher of Nandod, 

on the \bth December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 7.—Never heard that Rarasing went himself to Mandwa. 

„ „ 10.—He was under the authority of Salum Jumadar, and after 

his seizure, under that of Kishundas Bukshee. 

He replies in the negative to queries 3, 4, and 12; to the remainder that 
“ he does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Pubbhoooas. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 
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F No. 8. 

Answers given by Shaumckdas Parick, of Nandod, to the same queries, on the 

15th 3ecember 1820. 

Ans. to No. 2.—He thinks it was about five years after her marriage. 

„ „ 6.—About six months. 

„ „ 7.—He is certain that persons were sent for her, and that Ramsing 

did not go himself to Mandwa to bring his wife. Tliis 
deponent, however, in the same breatli states, that the 
R^aja went himself to Mandwa six or eight montlis after he 
had been seated on the Gadee, to perform the ceremony 
called Bheda; he remained there four or five days, and then 
returned, bringing the Ranee and Piii taub Sing with him. 
He went to Mandwa for the purpose of seizing Salum 
Jumadar. 

„ „ 10.—He was under the authority of Salum Jumadar in the 

first instance, and afterwards under that of Kishundas 
Bukshee. 

This person replied in the negative to queries 1, 6, 8, 9, and 10, and 
to Nos. 3, 4, II, and 12, that *^he does not know” j but hfi would give no 
answer to No. 13. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Shawuckdas Jagehdas. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 9. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Ragoonathdas, Banyan of Nandod, on the 

\5th December 1820. 

Ans.toNo. 6.—Does not know, as he was in prison at the time in Rajpeepla: 

he was confined by Ajebsing without any fault. Deponent 
does not know what Ramsing thought of the birth of 
Purtaub Sing, as he (the deponent) was confined in a 
se))arate apartment. 

„ „ 10.—He was first under the authority of Salum Jumadar, aiid after¬ 

wards under that of Kishundas Bukshee. 

He replies in the negative to questions 3, 4, and 12, and to the remainder 
that “he does not know. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Ragoonathdas Rtjee. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 
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F No. 10. 


Answers given tn the same qtieries, hg liapoo, Owdech Bramin, residing in 
Nandod, on the \bth December 1820. 


Ans.toNo. 5.—There were two opinions j some said it was true, and others 
tliat it was false. 

„ „ 7.—Ramsing sent a man for Soorujkoor. Deponent recollects 

Ramsing going to Pandwa with Salum Jumadar, but he is 
certain that his wife did not return with him. 

„ ,, 10.—At first he was under the power of Salum Jumadar and after¬ 

wards under that of Kishundas TJukshee. 

„ „ 11.—lie has heard people say that such was the case. 

„ „ 13.—Narsing, in the opinion of the deponent, is the proper Raja, 

as he knows him to be the true son of Ajebsing. The people 
of Mandwa know whether Purtaub Sing is true or false. 

He replies in the negative to questions 3, 4, and 12, and to the remainder 
that “ he does not know.” 


(Signed in Guzeratee) Rapoo. 


(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 


F No. 11. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Ootamram Bhut, residing hi Nandod, on 

the \bth December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 1 . —He has heard she was twelve or thirteen years old at the time 
alluded to. 

„ „ 3.—He heard so, but only from ope person by name Putwa. 

„ „ 5.—Deponent was very young at the time, but people considered 

that Purtaub Sing might have been born of Soorujkoor. 

„ „ G.—It was a year or a year and a half. 

,, ,, 7. —Ramsing did not go himself to Mandwa to fetch Soorujkoor, 

but sent a man for that purpose. Deponent recollects 
Ramsing, going to Mandwa with Salum Jumadar, and his 
returning again after his seizure. This was seven or eight 
months after he had been seated on the Gadee, but neither 
Soorujkoor nor the boy returned with him. 

» » fi.—He heard that it was. 

„ „ 10.—He was first under the will of Salum JumadVir. A short time 

after his seizure he was his own master, but was finally 
governed entirely by Kishundas Bukshee. 
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He replies in the negative to questions 4 and 12, will not give any answer 
to No. 13, and to the remainder “ he does not know.” 

(Signed in (iluzeratee) HnuT Ootumram, 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Re.sident. 


F No. 12. 

Aiisu'ers given to the same queries, hy Kiiroojee Shroff, inhabitant of Aanrlod, 
on the loth December 1820. 

Ans. to N'o. 1.—He has heard that she was thirteen or fourteen years old at the 
time alluded to. 

„ „ 5. —People did not say anything because Ranising was alive. 

„ „ 7.—Deponent was in Raroda at the time, but has heard that 

Uamsing went to Mandwa, and, Iiaving seized Salurn Juma- 
dar at that place, he returned, bringing Soorujkoor and 
Purtaub Sing with him. 

„ „ 8.—Deponent has heard that she did, but does not know whether 

she obtained it. 

,, ,, 10.—He was first under Salum Jnmadar. After his seizure he was 

a short time his own master, but was afterwards entirely 
governed by Moeedeen Jumadar and Kishundas Bukshee. 

„ „ 13.—Deponent does not know whether Purtaub Sing ig true or false. 

lie replies in the negative to questions 3, 4, and 12, and that*he does not 
know the remainder. 

(Signed in Ouzeratce) KiriioiUER. 

(Signed) .1. P. WiLLooGiinv, Assi.staut Resident. 


F No. 13. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Kashiram Shastree, inhabitant of Nandod, 

on the 17 th December 1820. 

An5. to No. 5. —He was at Nandod at the time. How could people talk of 
an affair concerning a Raja, whpse subjects they were? 

» » 7.—Ramsing went to Mandwa. Having seized Salum Jumadar 

there, he returned alone. Soorujkoor returned to him after¬ 
wards. He does not know how long afterwards, but he is 
positively certain they did not return together. 

„ 10.—First governed by Salum Jumadar and afterwards by Kishun¬ 

das Bukshee, the Raja had the nominal authority, but 
acted as they wished. 
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Ans.toNo. 13.—People are divided in opinion. Deponent does not exactly 
know. 

He replies in the negative to questions 3, 4, and 12, and to the remainder 
that “ he does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Kashibam. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 14. 

Answers to the same queries, by Dooluhjee Josee, inhabitant of Nandod, on 

the 20th December 1820. 

Ans. to No, 1.—Deponent never saw her, but when she was living at Nandod 
he heard she was very young. 

„ „ 5.—People considered it was false, and that Soorujkoor had made 

the trick because her husband was in confinement. 

„ „ 7.—Recollects Ramsing going to seize Salum Jumadar, but does 

not know whether Soorujkoor returned when he did. 

„ „ 10.—Ramsing was Raja, but governed entirely by Kishundas 

Bukshee. 

„ ,, 13.—Will not give a direct answer, but evidently in favour of 

Narsing. 

He replies in the negative to queries 3, 4, and 12, and to the remainder that 
“ he does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Doolubjee Raghoojee. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 


F No. 15. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Pundeea Oome.easunher, Sooduch Saha- 
rain Bramin, inhabitant of Nandod, on the 20th December 1820. 

Ans. to No, 1.—He has heard ten or eleven years. 

„ „ 2.—Two years after. Deponent has heard that, when Soorujkoor 

escaped,, her mother Mooteema remained behind with Ram- 
sing, and it was she who made up the story of Soorujkoor’s 
pregnancy. 

„ „ 5.—People said it was false, and considered it to be a trick. 

„ „ 6.—About six or seven months after. 

I, ,, 7.—Deponent is positive the Raja did not go himself. He recol¬ 

lects Ramsing going to Mandwa with Salum Jumadar, but 
he is certain that neither Soorujkoor nor tife boy returned 
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with him to Rajpeepla. Deponent was in Nantlod at the 
time. Ramsing remained four or five days in Nandod, and 
then proceeded to Rajpee])la. 

Ans, to No. 10.—Salum Tumadar was at first his master, and afterwards he 
was under the authority of Kishundas Bukshee. 

„ „ 13.—He thinks Narsing is the proper Rnja of the country. 

He replies to queries 3, 4, and 12 in the negative, and to the remainder 
that “he does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Oomeasunker Mansharam. 

(Signed) J. P. Willouguby, Assistant Resident. 


F No. 16. 

Answers given to the same queries, hy Pandeea Amhasunher, Owdeeck JDramin, 
inhabitant of Nandod, on the 20th December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 4.—Yes he did, but people then considered it to be a trick. 

„ „ 0 .—Some pco|)le said it was true, others that it was false; tlic 

general opinion was that it was false. 

„ „ 6.—He thinks it was between one and two years after the event 

alluded to. 

„ „ 7.—Ramsing did not go himself. It was Kishundas Bukshee 

who sent for her. Deponent recollects Ramsing going 
himself to Mandwa with Salum Jumadar, bul.is certain tliat 
neither Soornjkoor nor Purtaub Sing returned with him. 

„ „ 10.—He was first entirely governed by Salum Jumadar, and 

afterwards equally so by Kishundas Bukshee. 

„ „ 13.—All people think Narsing is the proper Raja, and so does the 

deponent. 

He replies in the negative to queries 3 and 12, and to "the remainder tiiat 

“ he does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Ambasunker Buanjee. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 17. , 

Answers given to the same queries, by Shoocul Goicreesunker, inhabitant of 
Nandod, on the 20th December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 5. —There were two opinions, but he does not know which was 
* the most general one. 

V » —He does not know whether Ramsing went for Soorujkoor or 

not; recollects his going to Mandwa with Salum Jumadar; 
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and has heard that Soorujkoor and Purtaub Sing returned 
with him, but this he does not know for certain. 

He replies to questions 3, 4, and 12 in the negative; will not give any 
answer to the last question; but to the remainder he replies “ he does not 
know.” 

This deponent is a very young man. 

(Signed in Guzeratec) Shoocul OoMERsuNKun. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 18. 

Answers given to the same queries, hg Pandeca Jewunram, Owdeech Suhersure 
Jdrambi, inhabitant of Nandod, on the 20th December 1820. 

Ans. to No, 1.—lie has heard that she was eleven or twelve years old at the 
time alluded to. 

„ „ 2.—She was married in Sumvut 1856, and was reported to have 

been brought to bed of a son in Sumvut 1858. 

„ „ 6.—People said Soorujkoor had bought the son of a Geerasia 

of Sutee Saonia, to save the life of llamsing. 

„ „ 6, 7, 9.—Does not know either of these points, as he had gone at 

that time on a pilgrimage to Benares. 

„ „ 8.—Deponent has heard that she did, but does not know for what. 

„ ,, l6.—He was first governed by Salum Jumadar, and afterwards by 

Kishundas Bukshee. A third person, who is now dead, 
had a great deal of power for a short time; his name was 
Ilurreebhye, a doctor. 

„ „ 11.—He has heard that Kamsing wrote a letter to Narsing when 

he was unwell, but he does not know what were its contents. 

„ „ 13.—All people consider that Narsing is the proper Raja, and so 

likewise does the deponent. 

He replies in the negative to questions 3, 4, and 12. 

(Signed in Giizeratee) Pandeea Jewunram. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 19. 

Answers given to the same questions, by Kashman Vyed, Owdeech Suhernac 
Bramin, inhabitant of Nandod, on the '20th December 1820. 

Ans. to No.1 ,—When Ramsing went to Mandwa with Salum Jumadar he 
returned to Nandod alone. Deponent has beard that 
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Soorujkoor went another road by Kanote on the same day, 
and that she and Ramsing arrived at Rajpeejda about the 
same clay. Deponent did not see her. 

Ans. to No. 9.—He has htaid that it was. 

„ „ 10.—Kishiuidas Rukshee had great power, and was the Karbaree. 

„ „ 13.—lie does not know. People do not like to give an opinion, 

as they tliiiik the Raj is gone. 

He replie.s in the negative to questions 3, 4, and 12, and to the remainder 
that “ he does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzcratee) Vyed Kasheoiiam. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 


F No. 20. 

Answers given to the same questions, hy Dahhye Josee, inhahitant of Naiulod, 

on the 20th December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 4.—He heard of the Sutinasa ceremony being performed, but he 
did not hear of the Punchmasa being performed. 

„ „ 5.—Two opinions; one that it was true, and the other that it was 

false. 

j) » —It was a year or a year and a half after. 

„ „ 7.—Does not know whether the Raja went himself or sent a man 

to Mandwa. Deponent recollects his going *to Mandwa 
witli Salum Jumadar about four or fii o months after he had 
been seated on the Gadee. 

„ „ 10.—lie was first governed by Salum Jumadar, and afterwards by 

Kishundas Rukshee. 

Answers queries 3 and 12 in the negative, and to the remainder (with the 
exception of the last, which he will not answer) he replies that “ he docs not 
enow.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Dabhye Bansunker. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 21. 

inswersgiven to the same queries, by Dyaljee Veeas, Owdeech Snhersure Bramin, ‘ 
irdiabitant of Nandod, on the 20th December 1820. 
ins. to No. 1.—He has heard she was eleven or twelve years old. 

» „ 2.—About two years afterwards. 

» „ 4.—He heard of the performance of both, but people thoimht it 

was a trick. 
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Am. to No. G. —Soonijkoor and Purtaub Sing returned to Hajpeepla about a 
year or a year and a half after the seizure of Salum Jumadar. 

„ „ 7.—He is positively certain that Soorujkoor did not return with 

Ramsing when the latter returned from Mandwa after hav¬ 
ing seized Salum Jumadar^ and that Ramsing did not go 
himself to bring her. Deponent was in Nandod both at 
the time he went to Mandwa with Salum Jumadar and like¬ 
wise when he returned. 

„ „ 8.—Yes, on account of the boy Purtaub Sing. 

„ „ 10.—lie was first under Salum Jumadar, and afterwards acted 

according to the wishes of his Karbarees, Kishundas Buk- 
slice and Moeedeen Jumadar. 

„ „ 13.—Most people consider that Navsing is the root and the pro¬ 

per Raja, and so does the deponent. 

IT e replies in the negative to queries 3 and 12, and “ does not know” to 
0 and 11. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Dyaljee Avul. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F JVo. 22. 

A micers given to the same queries, by Dooltiljce Veeas Owdeech Tolikia Sramin, 
, inhabitant of Nandod, on the 20th December 1820. 

Am. to No. 0.—He has heard that it was performed. 

„ „ 10.—Kishundas was Karbaree, and Ramsing Raja ; but the latter 

acted in conformity to the wishes of the former. 

This person replies in the negative to queries 3, 4, II, and 12, and to the 
remainder that "he does not know,” with the exception of the last question, 
to which he will give no direct answer. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Vyas Doolvb. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 23. 

A?iswers to the same queries, given by Kishundas Veera, Banyan, inhabitant 
of Nandod, on the 20th December 1820. 

This person replies in the negative to queries 3,4, and 12, and to the rest that 
" he does not know,” with the exception of the last, which he would not 
answer. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Kashubvut. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 
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F No. 24. 

Answers to the same queries, given hj Vuluhram Choveesa, Bramin,inTiaUtant 
of JVandod, on the 20th December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 7.—lie is positively certain that Rarasing did not go himself to 
bring Soorujkoor; recollects his going to Mandwa with 
Salum Jumadar, but he never heard that Soorujkoor return¬ 
ed with him. 

10.—He was at first under the authority of Salum Jumadar, and 
afterwards under that of his Karbarees, Kishundas and 
Tlutteebhye. 

He replies in the negative to questions 3, 4, and 12, and to the remainder 
that “ he does not know”, with the exception of the last question, which he will 

not answer. . 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Vulubeam. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 25. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Goen Narher Datel, inhabitant of the 
village of Sessoora, in the Nandod Purguna,on the 21th December 1820. 

This'person replies in the negative to queries 3, 4, and 12, an^ that “ he does 
know” to the remainder, with exception of the last, which he will not anwer. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Goen Naeher. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 26. 

Answers given by Sidteedas Kuroojee Patel, inhabitant of the same village, 
to the same queries, on the 21th December 1820. 

This person gave exactly similar answers to the last person. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Sukeedas Kuroojee. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 27. 

Answers to the, same questions, given by Naraen Shastree, inhabitant of the 
same village, on the 21th December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 3.—He did not hear of her being pregnant before she left 
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Mandwa, but heard that such was the case two or three 
months before her delivery. 

Ans.toNo, 5. —There were two opinions in Sesodra; one that it was true, 
the other that it was false. 

„ ,, 10.—He has heard that the Raja sat on the Gadee, and that the 

Karbaree manages everything according to his own wishes. 

He replies in the negative to queries 4 and 12; will give no answer to the 

last question; and to the others replies “ he does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Naraen Suastrbe. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 28. 

Answers given to the same quer ies, by Asheram, inhabitant of the same village, 

dn the 21th December 1820. 

.4ns. to No. 10.—He was governed by Kishundas Biikshee. 

He replies in the negative to questions 3, 4, and 12; will give no answer to 

No. 13, and to the remainder that “he does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Asheram. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 29. 

Ansi^ei's given to the same questions, by Deal Patel, inhabitant of the village 
of Poneto, in the Nurrotee Purguna, on the 28th December 1820. 

Ans.toNo.XZ. —Narsing is certainly the son of Ajebsing, but God knows 
whether Purtaub Sing is true or false. 

His other answers are imniaterial. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Deal Patel. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 30. 

Answers to the same questions, given by Wurnasee Patel, inhabitant of the 
same village, on the 28th December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 5.—Most peo*ple said it was false, but God knows whether such 
was the case. 

„ „ 9.—The usual expenses were not incurred, and therefore he thinks 

it was not performed. 

„ „ 10.—Ramsing was entirely under the authority of Kishundas Bukshee. 
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Ans. to No. 13.—People say that Purtaiib Sing is false, and that Narsing is the 
proper Raja. The other replies are immaterial. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Wubnaske Dessoy. 

(Signed) J. P. Wii^locghby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 31. 

Anstvers given to the same questions, hy Wustu Patel, inhahitant of the same 
village, on the 28t/t December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 1.—He heard that she was about ten years old at the time allud¬ 
ed to. 

„ „ 5.—Most people considered it as false. 

„ ,, 10.—Ramsing was entirely under the authority of Iiis Karbaree. 

„ „ 13.—He knows that Ajebsing and Ramsing both ruled in Raj- 

peepla, and that Myral Bhow afterwards placed Purtaub 
Sing on the Gadee. God knows who is the proper Malick, 
but most people consider that Narsing is. If the other 
party are acquainted with my evidence, they will injure me. 

The other answers immaterial. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) WusTA. 

(Signed) J. P. Wieloughuy, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 32. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Narsee Patel, inhabitant of the same 
village, on the 28t/t December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 5. —When the news arrived, people were of two opinions; some 
considered it as true, and others as false. 

„ „ 13.—He thinks Narsing is, but God only knows for certain. 

His other replies are immaterial. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Narsee Bdeela. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 33. 

Answers given to the same queries, hy Amburam Pooranich, inhabitant of the 
same village, on the 28t/t Deeemhcr 1820. 

Ans. to No. 13.—He knows that Purtaub Sing sits on the Gadee, and there¬ 
fore considers him to be the proper Raja. Wlien Sooruj- 
koor was married to Ramsing deponent was living in ^urat. 

His other replies are of no consequence. 

(^'o'led in Guzeratee) Ambabam. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 
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F No. 34. 


Answers given to the same questions, hy Vustoo Rajpoot, inhabitant of the 
same village, on the 28th December 1820. 


Ans. to No. 1.—He has heard she was ten years old at the time alluded to. 

„ „ 5. —There were two opinions; some thought it was true, and 

some it was false. 

„ „ 13.—God knows who is the proper Raja. 

Other answers immaterial. 


Vustoo + his mark. 

(Signed) J. P. WiLLOUGiiBY, Assistant Resident. 


F No, 35. 

Answers given to the same questions, hy Gungnram Josee, inhabitant of the town 
of Balode, on the 29th December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 13.—All people say that Narsing is the legitimate Chieftain, and 
the deponent, therefore, thinks so. 

His other answers are immaterial. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Josee Gungaram. 

(Signed) J. P. Willougiiby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 3G. 

Ansivers given to the same queries, by Dicaridas Ameen Dessay, of the JVur- 
ratee Purguna, on the 29th December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 5.—There were two. opinions; some thought it was true, others 
that it was false. 

„ „ G.—He thinks it was a year or a year and a half afterwards. 

„ ,, 7.—He is positive that Ramsing did not go himself to Mandwa 

to bring Soorujkoor. Deponent recollects Ramsing going 
to Mandwa, two or three months after he had been seated 
on the Gadee, for the purpose of seizing Salum Jumadar, 
but he returned without Soorujkoor. This was in Sumvut 
1859. 

,, „ 9.—Rarasing wished to save the expenses of the ceremony of 

Putha Veesha, and therefore it was not performed when he 
ascended the Gadee; but the deponent does not know 
whether the Chandla ceremony was performed by the Kolia 
Bheel. 
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Am. to No. 10._He was in the first instance under tlie authority of Salum 

Jumadar, and after his seizure he was governed by the 
advice of Kishundas and his other Karbarees, and whatever 
they advised him to do he did. 

13 ,_Deponent knows that Narslng is the son of Ajebsing, but he 

never saw Purtaub Sing till he was brought from Mandwa. 
He will not give a more direct answer, but is evidently in 
favour of Narsing. 

His other replies are of no consequence. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Bicaridas Moranda.s. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 37. 

Ansicers given to the same, queries, hy Ramchunder Dapoo, Komavisdar of Balode 
and Gowali, and nejdiew of Ahjne Rao, on the 31s< Reccmher 1820. 

Ans. to No. 10.—Ramsing was Raja, but acted agreeably to the directions of 
the Bukshce. 

„ 12.—Deponent went to Rajpeepla on the twelfth day after the death 

of Ramsing. Kishundas Bukshee, Myral Bhow, and Ilurba 
Bapoo’s brother wrote to Baroda for instructions who was 
to be placed on the Gadee vacated by Ramsing’s death, 
and an order came to place Purtaub Sing tliareon, and the 
deponent heard that they sent a Pugree and Shilah on the 
event, to Purtaub Sing. Hutteebhyc and .Toorbhye were the 
former Karbarees, and they know every particular of the 
case, as Ramsing treated them as sons. Hutteebhye had 
behaved very bravely in an attack on a village. He went 
under the protection of the English Government from the 
apprehension of being plundered by Kishundas Bukshee. 

„ „ 13.—Deponent thinks that Narsing is the great gentleman and 

Purtaub Sing the little gentleman. His other replies are of 
no consequence. 

• (Signed in Guzeratee) Ramciiundeb Bapoo. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 38. 

'tnswers given ia the same qve.stions, by Veeas Anundram, Owdech Tolikia 
Bramin, inhabitant of Balode, on the 31s< December 1820. 

Iws. to ATo. 13.—He knows that Purtaub Sing sat on the Gadee and that 
5Cr 
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Nai'sing plundered and destroyed tliecountry in consequence. 
The Raja is whoever I choose. 

Jiis other replies are immaterial. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Veeas Anundham. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 39. 

Answers given to the same questions, hy Pandeen Abharum, Owdech Tolikia 
Bramin, inhabitant of the same village, on the 31s^ December 1820. 

Ans.to No.\3. —Deponent heard of Purtaub Sing’s birth, and sugar being 
divided ; will not give any direct answer. 

Ilis other answers are of no consequence. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Pandeea Abhabam. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 


F No. 40. 

A nswers given to the same queries, by Dyaljee Shut, Owdech Tolihia Bramin, 
inhabitant of the same village, on the 31 si December 1820. 

Ans. to No. —Many people considered Purtaub Sing as false when Narsing 

commenced making his disturbances. 

„ „ 13.—Deponent knows that Narsing is the son of Ajebsing, and 

therefore considers him to be the proper Raja. 

His other replies are of no consequence. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Dyaljee Bhut. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 


F No. 41. 

Answers given to the same questions, by Duroo Dearam, Owdech Suhusnae 
Bramin, inhabitant of Vie same village, on the 31 si December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 5.—Some said it was true, and some false. 

„ „ 13.—He thinks Narsing is the great Raja and Purtaub Sing the 

little one. The Malik is whoever I wish. 

His other replies are of no moment. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Dunoo Dearam. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 
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F No. 42. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Purjaram Bhut, Owdech Tolikia Bra- 
min, inhabitant of the same village, on the 31s« December 1820. 

to No. 13.—The Raja is whoever I choose to appoint. 

’ His other replies are of no consequence. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Purjaram. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 43. 

Answers to the same questions, given by Button Dajee, Owdech Tolikia Bramin, 
inhabitant of the same village, on the 31s< December 1820. 

Ans. to No. 13.—Narsing is the true Raja; but when Purtaub Sing sat on the 
Gadee, then we heard that he was the Raja. 

His other replies are of no moment. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Rutton Dajee. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 44. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Pundia Ambadhut, Owdech Tolikia 
Bramin, inhabitant of the same village. 

Ans. to No. 5. —Some people said it was true, some false. 

„ „ 13.—He knows that Ramsing and Narsing were the two sons of 

Ajebsing, and likewise that Purtaub Sing became Raja 
when he was seated on the Gadee; but God knows whe¬ 
ther he is true or false. God will appoint him who is the 
proper Raja. 

His other answers are immaterial. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Pundia Ambadhut. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 45. 

Answers to the same, given by Ajebsing Moladore Rajpoot, inhabitant of Rut- 
tunpoor, on the 1st January 1821. 

Ans. to No. 13.—Both Rajas are the same to him, and whoever the Sircar 
appoints, is the proper Raja. 
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His other replies contain nothing of importunce in them. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Ajehsing. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughbv, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 46. 

Answers to the same queries, given hg Chuttur Sing Desage of Ituttonpoor, 07i 

the \st Jannurg 1821. 

Ans. to No. 5.—Ho knows nothing more than that the news came to Rutton- 
poor of Purtaub Sing’s birth. 

,, „ 13.—It is whoever I choose to appoint. 

His other replies are immaterial. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Chuttur Singjee. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 47. 

Answers given to the same questions, hg Vias Bhowaneesunher, Owdech Tolihia 
Bramin, inhabitant of Ruttunpoor, on the Ist Januarg 1821. 

Ans. to No. 1.—He lives about thirty kos distant from Nandod, but he heard 
of Ajebsing putting Ramsing into confinement and of the 
Ranee escaping to Mandwa, after which Ramsing was 
, removed to Rajpeepla. lie has heard that she was eighteen 
or twenty years old when she was married. 

„ ,, G.—About fifteen months after that event. 

„ „ 7.—He did not go himself for her, not did he bring her w'ith him 

after he returned from Mandwa, whither he had gone to 
seize Salum Jumadar. 

„ „ 10.—He had two Karbarees, by name Ilutteebhye and Joorbhye, 

who managed everything for him. 

,, „ 13.—Deponent thinks Purtaub Sing is, because he was brought 

up by Ramsing. 

The other replies are of no moment. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Vias Biiowaneesunker Jewanram. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 48. 

Answers given to the same queries, hg Poonjabhge Vged, Owdpch Tolihia Bra¬ 
min, inhabitant of Ruttunpoor, on the ls< Januarg 1821. 

Ans, to No. 13.—He knows that Narsing is the true son of Ajebsing, and that 
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the news came of Purtaub Sing’s birth ; but he does nO(, 
know whether it was true or false. God knows who is the 
true Raja. 

His other replies are of lio moment. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Vyed Poonjabhye. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 49. 

ffiven to the same qiteries, hy Pundia Nagjee, Owdeck Tolikia Bramin, 
inhabitant of Ruttunpoor, on the 1st January 1821. 

A ns. to No. 1.—He never saw her, but has heard that she was about fifteen 
at the time. 

llis other answers are immaterial. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Punuia Nagjee. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 50. 

Answers to the .same queries, given by Shewkram, Owdech Tolikia Bramin, 
inhabitant of Ruttunpoor, on the 1st January 1821. 

Ans. to No. 13.—He thinks Purtaub Sing is so, because people say so. 

His other answers are of no moment. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Pundia §hewkkam. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 


F No. 51. 


Answeis given to the same questions, by By das Sootar, of Gowlee, on the 5th 

January 1821. 

Ans. to No. 13.—Most people say that Purtaub Sing was brought from some 
place. This trick was made, and people say he is false. 
Narsing being therefore the son of Ajebsing, is the legiti¬ 
mate Chieftain of Rajpeepla. 

His other answers are immaterial. 


Bydas + his mark. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 


F No. 52. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Jeewan Patel, inhabitant of the village of 
JDholyaum, in the Ruttunpoor Purguna, on the 1th January 1821. 

-4«s. to No. 13.—Heknows that the birthof Purtaub Sing was proclaimed about 
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ten years since, and his village paid 5 rupees to a Bramin 
sent by Ratnsing to publish it. He has seen Purtaub Sing 
in Rainsing’s arms, and on that account considers him to 
be the proper Raja. He does not recollect the Bramin’s 
name. 

His other replies contain nothing of moment. 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Jeewan. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 53. 

Answers given to the same questions, by Eswer Sing Jacoor, of the village of 
Hunupoore, on the 30th January 1821. 

Ans. to No. 10.—Ramsing was under the authority of his Karbarees Kishundas 
Bukshee and Hutteebhye Chowra. 

„ „ 13.—Ramsing treated Purtaub Sing like a son, and deponent on 

* this account considers him to be the proper Raja. Depo¬ 

nent is very young, only eighteen or nineteen years old. 
Some people say Purtaub Sing is true, and others false. 

The deponent replies in the negative to queries 3, 4, II, and 12, and to the 

remainder that “ he does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Eswur Singjee. 

(Singed.)' J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 54. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Kusoo Shut, Owdech Tolihia Bramin, 
inhabitant of Hunupoore, on the 31s< January 1821. 

Ans. to No. 5. —In Hunupoore some people said it was true, some it was false. 

„ „ 13.—He is the proper Raja whom I please. 

He replies in the negative to queries 3, 4, 11, and 12, and to the remainder 

that “ he does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Bhut Kusoo. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. $5. 

Answers given to the same questions, by Kooerjee Banyan, of Hunupoore, on the 

30 th January 1821. 

Ans. to No. d. —Some said it was true, and others that it was false. 
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Ans. to No. 10.—Raoising was under the authority of Kishundas Bukshee. 

,, 13.—Whoever I wish is the Raja. The world is divided in opinion, 

some being for Narsing, others for Purtaub Sing, 
lie replies in the negative to queries 3, 4, II, and 12; to the remainder “ he 
does not know.” 

(Signed in Guzeratee) Kooerjee. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 


F No. 56. 

Answers given to the same queries, by Bajee Junoora Rajpoot, inhabitant of the 
village of Purtaub Nvggur, in the Kuntall Purgnna, on the Z\slJan. 1821. 

Ans. to No. 3.—He never heard of her being in a state of pregnancy before 
Purtaub Sing’s birth. 

„ „ 5.—Most people said it was false. 

„ „ 10.—He was under the authority of Hutteebhye Chowra and Ki¬ 

shundas Bukshee. 

„ „ 13.—In his opinion Narsing is the true Raja, as all respectable men 

consider Purtaub Sing as false. 

He replies in the negative to queries 4, 11, and 12, and to the'remainder 
“ he does not know.” 

(Signed) Bajee + his mark. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

F No. 57. 

Answers to the same questions, by Hurreebhye Rajpoot, inhahilant of the village 
of Purtaub Nuggur, on the 31st January 1821. 

Ans. to No. 3.—He never heard of her being pregnant before Purtaub Sing’s 
birth. 

>, „ b .—Most people said it was false. 

>, „ 10.—He was under the authority of Kishundas Bukshee and Hut¬ 

teebhye .Chowra. 

,, „ 13.—In his opinion Narsing is the proper Raja. 

He replies in the negative to 4, 11, and 12, and to the remainder “he does 
not know.” 

- (Signed) Hukreebhye + his mark. 
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 
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No. 97 of 1821. 

Political Depahtment. 

From C. Norris, Esq., Acting Resident at Baroda, 

To J. B. SiMsoN, Esq., Secretary with the Honorable the Governor, Surat. 

Dated the 2nd May 1821. 

Sir, —I have the honour to report the proceedings which have taken place, 
connected with the question of the Rajpeepla succession, subsequently to the 
departure of the Honorable the Governor. 

2. On the 18th ultimo I waited upon Ilis Highness for the purpose of 
conferring upon tliis subject. The Karbarees of the two parties were present, 
and, after some discussion, it was settled at my recommendation, that each 
should prepare and produce, on Monday the 23rd ultimo, a paper stating his 
objections, if any, to the investigation which had taken place, the points on 
which he desired further inquiry, and the manner in which he wished such 
inquiry»to be conducted. 

3. On the 23rd His Highness excused himself on the plea of business, and 
requested that I would wait upon him on the 24th. 

4. On the 23rd I received from Narsing’s Karbaree a letter, which had 
been sent to him by one of the Patels of Phophulya, stating that a Karkoon 
of the Giiekwar Government, who was named, and other agents, had been 
urging him aijd others, by threats, to retract and contradict the evidence which 
they had delivered in favour of Narsing’s claims. I had a short memorandum 
drawn out, remarking upon the impropriety of proceedings like this, and 
requesting that they might not be practised. 

6. I took this memorandum with me on the 24th, and previously to com¬ 
mencing on business, had it read to the Gaekwar. From his confusion, and 
that of the two Ministers, I confess I think that the Patel’s allegation was 
true, and that all these were conscious of having acted unfairly. After some 
consultation carried on in a low tone. His Highness requested that I would 
name to him the persons who had been tampered with. I said that I must 
first be satisfied that they would not feel the effects of his resentment for hav¬ 
ing told the truth, and that, therefore, if no further complaints of this nature 
were made, I would at some future time give him the information which he 
wished. The present attempt to influence the witnesses having failed, I had 
merely mentioned it in order to put hiija on his guard, to preserve an open 
understanding with him, and to prevent anything of the kind in future. 

6. Ihe parties w'ere soon after called in. Narsing’s Karbaree said that he 
had no paper to give, as was indeed to be expected. Purtaub Sing’s Kar¬ 
baree said that his paper was not yet prepared. 1 asked if any part of it was 
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ready, and he answered in the negative. I reminded him of the number of 
days during which he had been in possession of all the documents connected 
with this question, and of his havuig produced, while the Honorable the Go¬ 
vernor was at Baroda, a long paper setting forth the particulars of his case. 
That paper, I said, must comprise all that he had to say, and I asked why he 
did not produce that, or some document containing the substance of it. He 
could give no satisfactory answer at all to these remarks. The Gaekwar, 
although he had himself ordered him to be prepared on the 23rd, and made 
him repeat often that frequent messages had been sent from the Palace urging 
him to use despatch, evinced no displeasure at the contempt with which his 
orders had been treate^. 

7. An application was at this period made either by Purtanb Sing’s Kar- 
baree, or by the Gaekwar, that an intelligent Vukeel, who was known to the 
Karbaree, should be allowed to plead Purtaub Sing’s cause. I agreed to this, 
upon the other party being allowed the same option. Thi| was, however, 
declined by Nursing’s Karbaree. 

8. The Vukeel was then introduced. His name is Tapidas ; he is a fianian, 
and an inhabitant of Surat, from whence he seems to have been invited for the 
purpose of undertaking his present duty. 

9. I then observed to His Highness that the experience of this day was 
sufficient to show, that unless some time were fixed within which the parties 
should be allowed to state what they had to communicate, we should both be 
trifled with at the pleasure of the parties; that as they were both\hen present, 
they might be called upon to state how many days would be neces.sary to 
enable them to prepare the paper which was required; and that it was only requi¬ 
site for us to inform them that, after this period was expired, no represen¬ 
tations would be attended to. Ills Highness agreed that this communication 
should be made; and Purtanb Sing’s Vukeel being applied to, said that on 
Wednesday, the 2ud May, he would produce the paper required. Nursing’s 
party of course agreed to this period being fixed. Both parties were then 
apprised that on Wednesday, the 2nd, such representations as they might have 
to make would be listened to, and not after that date. I then caused to be 
prepared a short memorandum, describing the paper which was required, and 
mentioning the period in which it was to be produced. His Highness approv¬ 
ed of this, and a copy of it was given to each party.' 

10. I waited upon His Highness again to-day, at about 3 ojclock, agree-' 
a y to the arrangement concluded. He received me with a gloomy and sullen 
air, and when, after a short time, I asked him whether Purtaub Sing’s Vukeel 
^ere in attendance, he said that he could not tell, that he was resolved to 
a e no share in the investigation, that I had accused him unjustly of influ¬ 
encing the witnesses, and that he must know the names of those upon whose 
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authority this was stated, and also the names of the persons said to have been 
employed, before he proceeded further. I promised him that this information 
should be given to him speedily, and observ,ed to him that it was necessary 
that I should communicate to him what I had heard, in order that no mystery 
might exist between us, and that I should be perfectly satisfied, provided a 
similar case were to arise, if he were to behave in the same way towards me. 
These and all other arguments were of course unavailing. His Highness’ object 
evidently was to prevent further inquiry, and he thought this line of conduct 
well calculated to secure the attainment of his object. After about an hour 
spent in fruitless debate, he left the room, and remained absent for another 
hour, I then sent a message to him to request that he^ would come, as soon 
as could be convenient to him, as my time was much occupied. He soon after 
returned, the Dewanjee having in the mean lime been in consultation with him, 
and the same conversation was resumed. Finding that I was not likely to 
make any impression by anything that I might say, and that His Highness’ 
object evidently was to shun inquiry, I told him that as Narsing had been 
considered as rather under the Resident’s authority, I would call his Karbaree, 
according to the agreement, and ask him whether he had any paper to 
produce upon the subject of a fresh investigation. To this Syajee could offer 
no objection, though he said that he wished to be considered as taking no part 
in the inquiry. Nursing’s Karbaree said that he required no fresh inquiry, 
but that he reserved to himself the right of answering any points which the 
opposite party might advance, 

11, I then made another effort to induce His Highness to call in Purtaub 
Sing’s part}', but in vain. It was now getting late, and I said, that as His 
Highness could net be prevented from having his own way, all that was left 
for me was to record the reasons which had impeded the inquiry. I caused 
a memorandum on the subject to be prepared immediately. This was finished 
about sunset, when it was read to His Highness, who said that the reasons were 
truly stated. He at the same instant gave me a memorandum w’hich he had 
prepared respecting the instructing of the witnesses, which he denied that 
any one undertook by his authority or with his knowledge, and said that 
provided I withdrew my memorandum, he was willing that Purtaub Sing’s 
Vukeel should be called in. I requested that he would order him to be called, 
but it was still some time before he would do so. He wished me to call him 
in order that he might afterwards have an opportunity of denying all participa¬ 
tion in the investigation. He, however, at last ordered Purtaub Sing’s people 
to be called. When they had entered, I asked His Highness whether he 
would speak to the Vukeel himself or would wish me to do it. He said that 
hq had no wish at all in the business, that he was merely an auditor upon this 
occasion. It occurred to me, that the persons having been produced, it was 
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as proper for me as for the Gaekwar to speak to them, and on the 24th I had 
addressed them at his request. I therefore asked the Vukeel whether he had 
brought the paper which he promised. It was evident that he had not, 
though it was long before I could get a direct answer, which w-as however at 
last obtained. He repeated over and over again that he could not discover the 
points of im|)ortance in the case, and wished me to make them known to him. 

I asked him whether lie had not seen the papers on the subject. He answered 
repeatedly in the most evasive way, until at length the Karbaree said that he 
(the Vukeel) had seen them. 1 then told His Highness that I had nothing 
further to ask, and took my leave. 

12. The above narrative will enable the Honorable Board to judge how far 
I am right in forming the following opinion upon this interview. Syajee’s ill 
humour was, I am convinced, affected for the purpose either of producing dis¬ 
agreement and thereby preventing inquiry, or delaying it by long and useless 
discussions. The latter object was gained ; but when, towards the evening, he 
found that the reasons of the delay were recorded, he proposed that Purtaub 
Sing’s party should be called in, under the hope that such time as remained 
might be occupied in desultory and fruitless discussion. This might have 
been the case had I been less prepared for what was to happen. But the course 
which the Vukeel pursued was exactly that which I had expected hhn to adopt. 
It was evidently his object to get into an argument, in order to consume time. 
His remark, however, that he did not know the points of importance in the case, 
was singularly inapplicable, as he was in possession of the summary which had 
been sent in to the Durbar, which must have given him this information in 
less time than would be taken up in repeating them to him. Besides, had he 
really employed his time in the way that the Gaekwar and I had ordered him, 
he must at all events have made some progress in bis memorandum, whereas 
he denied that he had a line to produce. 

13. It can hardly bo imagined that Purtaub Sing’s cause is thought by his 
supporters to be so bad as to render it necessary for them to shun inquiry alto¬ 
gether, and to endeavour by engaging from time to time in verbal altercation 
to wear out our patience. It is therefore to be inferred that it was their desire 
to put off the investigation for a season only. 

14. What effect the failure of Purtaub Sing’s Vukeel to produce his paper of 
objections and demands at the stipulated time should'have upon his cause, the 
Honorable Board will determine. As it was the wish of the Honorable the ‘ 
Governor that this inquiry should take place without delay, I have used my best 
endeavours to expedite it, and on the 24th I thought successfully, for the Gaek¬ 
war, the Ministers^and the Vukeel then said thatthe mode which I recommended 
was fair and direct, the memorandum of the documents required from the parties 
clear and comprehensive, and the period allotted for preparing them ample. 
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15. On the 29th, Narsing’s Karbaree, as he has informed me, was sent for 
by Mama Juktap, His Highness’ maternal uncle, who told him thatifNar- 
sing would give the Gaekwar Rupees 1,00,000, Gyabaee Rupees 25,000, and 
His Highness’ son Rupees 25,000, bis right to the Gadee would be admitted at 
the conference of the 2nd May. The Karbaree told me that he said titat he 
would, after consulting with his master, send an answer. He asked my advice, 
and I recommended his writing for answer that Narsing would feel grateful 
to His Highness if he were speedily to acknowledge his just right, l)ut 
that he could not make the presents mentioned, because they would at this 
time be nothing but bribes, and the measure would therefore be disapproved 
by me. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. Nokris, Acting Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 2nd May 1821. 


No. 422 of 1821. 

* Political Department. 
From J. B. Simson, Esq., Secretary with the Governor, 

To J. WjLLiAMS, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Doled 1th of 3Tay 1821. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a despatch from Mr. 
Norris, under date the 2nd of this mouth, reporting the proceedings connected 
with the succession to the Rajpeepla Gadee, subsequent to the Governor’s 
departure from Baroda. 

2. It appears very evident that the object of the Gaekwar, in postponing 
all further discussion on the subject, originates in the wish of defcriing 
it till the arrival of Mr. Norris’ successor, under the hope that his opinion 
and sentiments may differ from the view taken of the matter by his prede¬ 
cessor. 

3. The Honorable the Governor requests, therefore, that you, on your 
arrival, will expostulate with Syajee Rao on the evident wish he has manifested 
to procrastinate, and endeavour to persuade His Highness to come to a speedy 
decision on the rights of the two claimants. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

« 

«, (Signed) J. B. Simson, 

Camp Wdppee, 7th of May 1821. Secretary with the Governor. 
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No. 116 of 1821. 

Political Department. 

From J. P. WiLLOuGiiBy, Fsq., Assistant in Charge Baroda Residency, 
To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated ZOth May 1821. 

Sir,— I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secretary Sira- 
son’s letter to Mr. Williams’ address, dated the 7th instant, in reply to Mr. 
Norris’ letter of the 2nd of this month, reporting the proceedings which had 
taken place subsequent to the Honorable the Governor’s de|)arture from Baroda, 
relative to the succession to the sovereignty of the district of Rajpeepla, and 
requesting that gentleman, upon his arrival, to expostulate with His Highness 
the Gaekwar upon the wish he has manifested to delay coming to a final 
decision upon this long pending question. 

2. Since the departure of Mr. Norris from Baroda, I have taken an oppor¬ 
tunity of pressing His Highness to continue the proceedings, which however, 
as I anticipated, he declined, on the plea of ill-health, at the same time 
expressing a wish that the business should lay over until the arrival of Mr. 
Williams. 

3. Finding it impossible to persuade His Highness to relinquish this inten¬ 
tion, I did not consider it advisable to remonstrate with him upon his past 
conduct, conceiving that the expostulation coming from Mr. Williams, would 
be likely to have a much more salutary effect upon His Ilighfless than if it 
came from me. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. W^illoughby, 

Baroda Residency, 30th May 1821. Assistant in Charge. 


From .J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To h. Warden, Esq., Chigf Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated \3th July 1821. 

Sir, As the Honorable the Governor in Council will, in a short time, have 
to decide whether or no, on the settlement of the question of the succession 
to the sovereignty of Rajpeepla, (he British Government are to take an active 
part in the management of its affairs, and in arranging for the gradual liqui¬ 
dation of the debts with which the Principality is encumbered, I have great 
pleasure In subiaitting an elaborate and able report,* in the form of a 

* This Report will be found in a former portion of this Selection. Vide pages 263 to 296. 
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memorandum, upon the former and present condition of Rajpeepla, drawn 
up by my First Assistant, Mr. Willoughijy, from such information as he was 
able to procure, during the short time he was lately employed in that country 
in investigating the rigiits of Narsing and Purtaub Sing to the sovereignty 
of the district. 

2. The Honorable the Governor will perceive, that the whole management 
of the country has been vested in the hands of the Gaekwar Government since 
the year 1815, and that, during this period, the distresses of the country and 
its debts have so greatly increased, notwithstanding the whole resources of the 
country have been at the command of those in whom the administration of 
the country was entrusted. 

3. From the contiguity of our own districts to Rajpeepla, it is absolutely 
necessary that a good Government should be established in it; and the policy 
which dictated the expediency of the late arrangements made with this Go¬ 
vernment for the collections of its tribute in Kattywar and the Mahee Kanta, 
on this account in particular, is ap|)licable in its fullest extent to the tribute 
due to it from Rajpeepla, and proper arrangements being made by the Raja 
for the punctual payment of his tribute and Ghansdana in future, the Gaek¬ 
war Government possesses no furlher claim upon him, and he is consequently 
at liberty to make what arrangements he pleases with us. 

4. As I am in daily expectation of Ilis Highness finally coming to a deci¬ 
sion upon this long protracted question, I beg leave to solicit the instructions 
of Government for the course of conduct I am to pursue upon such an event 
taking place'. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, \Bth Jtdy 1821. 


From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 2nd Avgust 1821. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 18th of last month, submitting a memorandum upon the present and former 

state of Rajpeepla, drawn up by your First Assistant. 

# # « # # 

6. The Governor in Council, however, awaits the receipt,of a communica¬ 
tion of the result of your applicati|n to the Gaekwar, and, in the mean time, 
I have to express the great satisfaction which the Governor in Council has 
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derived from a perusal of Mr. Willoughby’s research and intelligence, highly 
creditable to his assiduity and talents. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary. 
Bombay Castle, 2nd August 1821. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

SiRj—I have the honour to report, for the information of the Honorable the 
Governor, that His Highness Syajee Rao has, after much delay and discussion, 
decided that Narsing’s claim to the Gadee of Rajpeepla is established; but 
as that Chieftain, from his blindness, is incapacitated from reigning, his eldest 
son, Verisal, now residing at Chota Oodepoor, will be invested with the 
sovereignty of that petty State. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Baroda ResidencijyQth August '\% 2 \. (Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

From F. W’arden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated the 25th A ugust 1821. 

Sir, — 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated 
the 9th of this month, reportino that Ilis Highness Syajee Rao hdg, after much 
delay and discussion, decided that Narsing’s claim to the Gadee of Rajpeepla 
is established; but that, in consequence of that Chieftain’s blindness,his eldest 
son will be invested with the sovereignty of that petty State. 

The Honorable the Governor in Council has derived great satisfaction from 
that decision, and de.sires that you will proceed to the adjustment of the 
remaining questions relating to that Principality. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 25th August 1821. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

"To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Sir, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
2nd instant,* in reply to my letter of the 18th ultimo, forwarding Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby’s memorandum upon the former and present state of Rajpeepla. 

* Vide preceding page. 



500 


2. 1 had the honour to report, on the 9th instant, that His Highness the 
Gaekwar had at lenath decided tliat Parsing had established his claim to the 
sovereignty of the petty State of Rajpeepla, and I have now the satisfaction to 
report that Verisal, the eldest son of Narsing, was yesterday presented with the 
Pugree and Sheila of investiture. 

3. I beg leave to refer the Honorable Board to the accompanying paper, 
containing minutes of conversation which took place between His Highness 
and myself, prior to the investiture taking place. 

4. I regret that it should have been inferred from the substance of the 
letters I have at dilferent times written on the llajpeepla question, that this 
tributary was not included in the arrangements concluded at Barocia in 1820 
placing the control of all the Gaekwai’s tributaries under the British Govern¬ 
ment, of which 1 never entertained the least doubt. 

5. The Honorable the Governor in Council will observe, that throughout 
the conference I maintained that it was included, and that such was admitted, 
by neither His Highness nor his Ministers disputing the point. 

6. I await, therefore, the instructions of Government before I proceed to 
take any further measures, which will be rendered necessary by the placing 
in nominal authority the tiew Raja, and the consequent evacuation of his 
territory by the Gaekwar’s troops. 

7. The just debt due to this Government from Rajpeepla will, I have no 
doubt, be found to be very considerable, but we may safely calculate that it 
will justly adpiit of great reduction. 

8. As, hbwever, such reduction cannot be made without great labour and 
minute investigation, and as the reduction will depend upon the discovery of 
the exhibition in the Gaekwar’s accounts of expenses not actually incurred, 
as well as of collections of revenue not brought (o account, which can only be 
ascertained on the spot from the local authorities, it would ap|)car very advisa¬ 
ble that some one should be deputed to Rajpeepla for the above purposes on 
the opening of the season. 

9. It will be necessary to settle a provision upon Purtaub Sing and his 
mother, but upon the most economical scale consistent with propriety. Having 
no longer any claim to the title of Raja, he must necessarily reduce his estab¬ 
lishment ; and his allowances may reasonably be reduced to a smaller amount 
than those he already enjoysj which the State, in its present impoverished con¬ 
dition, cannot afl’ord to allow him. I, however, beg to be favoured with the 
instructions of Government u|)on this as well as the many other points adverted 
to in iny Assistant’s memorandum. 

I have the honour to to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 


Baroda Residency, 23rd Avgml 1821. 
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Baroda, Wednesday, 22nd August 1821. 

Visited by appointment His Highness Syajee Rao, accompanied by Captain 
Barnewall, the Political Agent for Kattywar, and the gentlemen of the Resi¬ 
dency. Verisal, the eldest son of Narsing, the Rajpeepla Raja, also attended 
for the purpose of being introduced to His Highness. 

After some delay Syajee consented to receive Verisal, who accordingly 
was introduced and madeihe usual offering of cloths and jewels. His Highness 
then asked me to repair to another room above, where he might have some 
private conversation, to which I assented, and, at the suggestion of the Dewan- 
jee. Captain Barnewall was also invited, but he requested that no other 
person should be present. We went upstairs, when Syajee sent for the Bhow 
and Dewanjee. Meer Surfraj Ali had in the first instance joined us. When 
we were seated, His Highness, after much whispering with his Ministers, 
said that he was now ready to give the Sheila and Pttgree to Nursing’s son, to 
recall his Thannas from Rajpeepla, and to give the Choor Chittees, if I would 
guarantee to him the payment of the whole of his large debt against Rajpeepla. 
1 rejdied that this was impossil)le ; that all His Highness could possibly expect 
from me, was an assurance that his interests, in any engagement we made with 
the Raja, would not be neglected. With respect to his making it a condition 
to give up the Government of Rajpeepla on my assenting to his w'ishes, I 
observed that the arrangement at Baroda in 1820, placed that State under our 
control, in the same manner as the tributaries of Kattywar and the Mahee 
Kanta, and that the management was merely left with His Highness till the 
question of succession was decided. Meer Surfraj Ali said that I could not 
object to telling His Highness that his debts should be paid. I told him that 
of course I bad, as my saying so would imply, that even if the Rajpeepla 
State could not discharge it that my Government would, and that on the 
faith of this declaration His Highness would found a claim. I repeated that 
all they could expect was an assurance that justice would be rendered to them, 
and that no greater loss would be sustained by them; that they had had 
the management of the country for .some years, which was no small advantage. 
His Highness again urged me explicitly to say that his debt would be paid, 
and that he would instantly give Verisal his cloths of investiture and deliver up 
the country. I repeated my former answer and * observed that after he had 
acknowledged the title of Verisal, he had no right to retain the country; that,- 
however, it was not my intention to require either the Choor Chittees, or the 
evacuation of Rajpeepla by his Thannas before I received the instructions 
of my Government, and that the young Raja would reside near the Residency 
till they arrived, and that until the order did come I wished no change to 
take place. At this time a Karkoon came in, and whispering sometlnng 
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to His Highness, he immediately, putting on an appearance of alarm, said 
that Soorujkoor, the mother of Purtaub Sing, had come to his mother, 
and was determined to take away his character by committing some tra¬ 
gical act, unless I would see her, and assure her of a provision being made 
for her. 

I told His Highness that Soonijkoor, the reputed mother of Purtaub Sing, 
would never have come without encouragement from his mother; that His 
Highness was well aware that I knew all the intrigftes which had been going 
on, and that it was useless pressing me on the subject, as I would neither see 
her nor make any promise of a provision, but that she would not be neglected. 
Upon this, some conversation took place between the Dewanjee Bhow and 
Meer Surfraj All, after which this subject was not again touched upon, and 
His Highness said, if I would ensure him from loss, he would give the boy the 
Sheila and Pugree. I said 1 would not pledge myself to anything of the 
kind. The Bhow then produced a paper, purporting to be written by order 
of Narsing, at the time the Bhow had proceeded to Rajpeepla (when he 
brought the rival claimants to Baroda), stating that he (Narsing) in the event 
of his being declared the legitimate successor, would leave the country under 
the Gaekwar Government until the whole of the debt was cleared off. To this I 
replied, I thought a long time ago I had seen a copy of the paper, but doubted 
its authenticity, but at all events it could never have been granted willingly; 
however that might be, the late arrangements at Baroda, made by the Go¬ 
vernor in 1820, placing all His Highness’ tributaries under the control of the 
British Government, prevented the Gaekwar from deriving any benefit from it, 
even if authentic and given voluntarily. To this, neither His Highness nor 
the Ministers made any reply, and a long desultory conversation took place, 
on a variety of subjects totally foreign to the point under discussion, when His 
Highness suddenly resumed the debate, and, through Surfraj Ali, said that if 
I would recommend to my Government that an arrangement should be made 
with the Raja to liquidate his debts, he would immediately declare Verisal 
Raja, and give him cloths, and also the Choor Chittees, and recall his Thannas. 
I told His Highness that, strictly speaking, he had recognized the young man’s 
title by accepting his presents, made in consequence of his having declared 
him the legal heir; that consequently his being allowed to retain his Thannas 
in the country was merely an act of sufferance on my part; that I would cer¬ 
tainly recommend that an arrangement should be made with the Raja for the 
liquidation of such debts, owing to the Gaekwar Government, as should be 
found correct after a close inspection into the accounts of the revenue, ex¬ 
penses, &c. It was now getting late, and I requested my leave. His Highness, 
after some further conversation, said he was satisfied, and reposed with full 
confidence in my friendship, and desired that Verisal and the gentlemen who 
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had remained below might be sent for, upon which he presented him with a 
Shelia and Pugree, certainly in a very abrupt and unceremonious way, and 
then dismissed him. I toid His Highness 1 was happy this aflfair was settled; 
that I should immediately write to the Honorable the Governor for instruc¬ 
tions, and in the mean time wished all things to remain as usual, and the Raja 
would live at the Residency. 

I then asked when the Kattywar disputed points would come under discus¬ 
sion. He said that he trusted to me entirely to keep his reputation; that he 
sacrificed much in giving up such a Raj as Kattywar. 

I told His Highness he had been a great gainer by the measure, that we 
were likely to be the only sufferers. That the Honorable the Governor wished 
nothing more than the increase of His Highness’ dignity, and that, of course, 
I should on all proper occasions support him. 

During the whole of this conference, it is to be remarked, that neither 
His Highness nor his Ministers disputed the question of Rajpeepla being under 
our control and included in the arrangement, a fact which is consequently 
admitted by them. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of^ombay. 

Sir,—I omitted to state in my reply to your letter of the 23rd ultimo, No. 
181 of this Department, that I perfectly recollected having told the Honorable 
the Governor, when at Baroda, that 1 conceived Rajpeepla to be included in 
the Mahee Kanta arrangements, and I avail myself of this opportunity to 
mention, that my having given such an assurance, was the sole cause of that 
petty State not being specifically placed under our control by a separate 
engagement. 

2. My report to you of the 23rd ultimo will have informed you of this 
Government having admitted the fact of my having understood at that time 
Rajpeepla to have been comprehended in the Mahee Kanta Moolackgeree, 
and of their having abandoned their grounds of opposition. I find also in the 
Dustoor ool Umul it is considered as appertaining to the division of Mahee 
Kanta.’ 

3. Since the decision of His Highness Syajee Rao in favour of Narsino-’s 
son VerisSl, the exactions of the Gaekwar officer in charge of the country 
have been reported to me as having become exceedingly heavy, and I am 
therefore anxious to be favoured, as early as possible, with the instructions of 
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the Honorable the Governor, upon the arrangements to be made with the 
Raja Before placing him in possession of the country of his ancestors. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 
Baroda Residency, 11 th September 1821. 


From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, 
To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Bated the 29</i September 1821. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of 
the 23id of August and 11th of this month, relative to Rajpeepla. 

2. I have been instructed to express tlic satrsfaetion of the Governor in 
Council at the acquiescence of tlie Gaekwar in the desire of the British 
Government to undertake the management of Rajpeepla. 

3. His Higliness’ present consent to that measure renders all further discus¬ 
sion regarding the original intention of botii parties in that respect unnecessary; 
as it is, however, more than probable that the Gaekwar will experience a great 
defalcation in his tribute, that point ought to be clearly understood before we 
enter on the control of the country. 

4. Adverting on this occasion to Mr. Willoughby’s report, accompanying 
your despatch of the 18th of July last, I have to inform you that it would have 
been acceptable to the Governor in Council if you had added to the report a 
sketch of th6 measures best adapted to the government of the Principality, by 
embodying Mr. Willoughby’s suggestions, filling up the deficiencies, and 
accompanying the whole with your own sentiments on the subject. The 
want of such a statement compels the Governor in Council to leave some parts 
of the present instructions defective, but he relies on your discretion for supply¬ 
ing the want in the manner best suited to the public service. 

6. The measure of setting up the son of Narsing, as recommended by Mr. 
Willoughby, is approved, equally with the ]U’ornulgation of a proclamation of 
amnesty in the name of Verisal and that of the Gaekwar and of the Company, 
and it is authorised as far as depends on the British Government. 

6. The engagement to be guided by our advice, should be taken from the 
Raja, as recommended by Mr. Willoughby. 

7. In respect to the appointment of a Manager of Rajpeepla, the Governor 
in Council leaves the selection to you, as the best judge of the person who 
ought to be chosen for the office ; but great attention must be paid to the opinion 
of Narsing, and care should be taken that the person who, may be selected 
may have weight sufficient to maintain a strong Government and to repress 
disorders. 
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8. The Governor in Council approves of the provisions recommended for 
Pui'taub Sing and Narsing. You will be pleased to fix the amount with a due 
regard as well to the rank of those personages as to the pressing exigencies of 
the State. 

9. I have the honour to convey the direction of the Governor in Council 
that you depute Mr. Willoughby to Rajpeepla for the purpose of putting the 
Government in motion. He should take that opportunity of inquiring into 
the Gaekwar’s claims, and report the result, which you will likewise examine, 
and forward, with your opinion in detail, for the decision of the Governor 
in Council. 

# # # * * 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 29t/i September 1821. 


No. 252 of 1821. 

Political Department. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 


To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir,— 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 29th ultimo, relative to Rajpeepla. 

2. In conformity with the instructions of Government, Mr. Willoughby has 
proceeded to Rajpeepla, to carry into effect the objects poinfad out in your 
letter. 


3. I have the honour to annex copy of the instructions I have issued to 
that gentleman, the tenor of which, I trust, will meet with the approbation of 
the Honorable the Governor in Council. 

* * # * # 


Baroda, 30tA October 1821. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 


No. 249 of 1821. 

Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant to the Resident, Baroda. 

Bated the QSth October 1821. 

Sib,—I have-the honour to request you will take the earliest opportunity of 
proceeding to Rajpeepla, and to furnish you with the following instructions 
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for your guidance in performing the objects for which you are deputed into 
that Principality. 

2. You are aware that the Gaekwar Government lias relinquished its control 
in that Province, wifich is vested in the British Government, upon the same 
principles nearly as the control of its tributaries in Katty war and Mahee Kanta. 

3. The justice of setting up Vei isal, the son of Narsing, as Raja of the 
country, having been fully established by the investigation made by yourself 
last year, the British Government, as well as that of the Gaekwar, have con¬ 
sented to such a measure being immediately carried into effect. 

4. You will, therefore, upon your arrival in the country, issue proclamations 
proclaiming that person to be the Haja of the country. 

5. You are likewise authorised to promulgate proclamations, couched in 
the terms you have suggested, promising a general oblivion of the past, in the 
name of Verisal and that of the Gaekwar and British Governments. 

6. I have been instructed by Government to appoint a Manager of Raj- 
peepla, to conduct its affairs during the minority of Verisal, and relying upon 
the favourable representation you have made of the character and abilities of 
Purvoodas, the present Karbaree of Narsing, you are authorised to nominate 
him to that responsible situation, provided that the same is in consonance with 
the wishes of Narsing (whom you must privately consult on the subject), and 
that he furnishes the vfrritten engagement you have proposed. 

7. The settlement of the provisions yon have recommended to be made 
for Narsing, and the ex claimant Purtaub Sing, are approved. 

. * # # # 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 28th October 1821. 


Political Department. 

From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated the 8th November 1821. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
30th of last month, transmi fling a copy of the instructions which you have 
issued to your Assistant for his guidance in the settlement of Rajpeepla. 

2. The Honorable the Governor in Council entirely approves of your pro¬ 
ceedings as stated in your letter, and of your instructions to Mr. Willoughby. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary. 
Bombay Castle, 8th November 1821 
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No. 281 of 1821. 

Political Department. 

From C. J. Wheleb, Esq., Second Assistant in Charge Baroda Residency, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 22nd November 1821. 

Sin,—1 have the honour to transmit, for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, a report of the proceedings, as adopted by Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby in Rajpeepla, with a view to place the Raja Narsing, whose right to that 
Principality had been on a former occasion ascertained, in power, and to restore 
someorderandmanagementinthe administration and government ofthatcountry. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. J. Wheleb, 

Baroda Residency, 22nd Nov. 1821. Second Assistant in Charge. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant to the Resident, Baroda, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident, Baroda. 

Dated the 19tA November 1821. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
28th ultimo, directing me to proceed to Rajpeepla at the earliest opportunity, 
and to report my proceedings after my arrival in the country, in part perform¬ 
ance of the instructions contained in your letter. 

2. The seating of Verisal, the son of Narsing, upon the Gadee of Raj- 
peepia, was delayed until tlie 15th instant, that day having been selected by 
the Josees, or astrologers, as one most propitious for the event. The ceremony 
was performed, according to custom, at the Fort of Rajpeepla. It was very 
simple, consisting merely in a few religious ceremonies; after the performance 
of which two Kotlah Bheels, who are siqiposed to be descended from the 
aboriginal family settled in the country, having repeated a kind of blessing and 
performed the Chandia ceremony, took the hoy up in their arms, and, ascend¬ 
ing a platform raised about three feet from the ground, upon which the Gadee 
was placed, seated him upon it, amidst the acclamations of those present; after 
which sugar was distributed to all assembled. 

3. The customary expenses of this ceremony, which is known by the name 
of Puttabeshaick, is 15,000 rupees; but taking into consideration the distressed 
condition of the country, I suggested the inexpediency of laying out so large 
a sum of money on the occasion. This was immediately acquiesced in by 
Narsing and his Karbaree, and 1 believe the whole expense incurred will not 
amount to more than 10,000 rupees, which sum was chiefly expended in 
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charity io Bramins. I mention this fact, as it evinces, on the part of the 
Government, a laudable desire to economize as much as possible. 

4. I made the usual presents to the young Raja on the occasion, after 
which Nuzzurs were presented to him by his relations, friends, and dependants, 
to the amount of Rs. 1,410. 

5. It is customary, upon the accession of a new Raja to the sovereignty of 
Rajpeepla, that a Nuzzur should be paid by every village throughout his do¬ 
minions. This has not yet been done, as I consider it right to solicit instruc¬ 
tions w'hether, in the present distressed state of the country, it is advisable to 
levy it or not. 

6. I must, at the same time, express my opinion, that it would be inexpe¬ 
dient for the Raja to give up this right altogether, as it is one sanctioned by 
custom, and, if justly levied, would fall chiefly on those who are best able to 
pay it. It might, however, be something less than custom would warrant 
being taken. Independent, however, of the above reasons, I am certain it 
would be willingly paid; as a proof of which many of the Jumadars and Patels 
of villages, as a matter of course, offered their Nuzzurs, whicTi, however, were 
refused at the time, and those who offered them told that they would in all 
probability be called upon to pay them hereafter. 

7. In pursuance of the instructions contained in the 4th and 5th paras, of 
your letter, two proclamations..have been issued throughout Rajpeepla, the 
one in the name of the British and Gaekwar’s Governments, proclaiming 
Verisal to be the Raja of the country, directing his subjects to pursue their 
respective occupations in peace, and promising that no one shall be molested 
for the part he may have taken in the past dispute; the other in the name of 
Verisal himself, couched in nearly the same terms. I have the honour to 
annex copies and translations of these two documents. 

8. I took an early opportunity of privately consulting the wishes of Narsing 
upon the subject of appointing a Karbaree to manage the affairs of Rajpeepla 
during the minority of his son Verisal. He in the first instance refused to 
nominate any person, saying he would rather leave the selection to me; upon 
being however pressed to do so, he without hesitation named Purvoodas, 
stating that he did so not only because his family had filled the situation for 
many generations, but because he had served him with the strictest fidelity 
for many years, and in the height of his misfortunes and distresses. 

9. It only being necessary to ascertain that Narsing’s wishes on this point 
were in favour of Purvoodas prior to his being appointed the Karbaree 
of Verisal, that person has accordingly been appointed, having subscribed 
to a written engagement of the nature recommended in my ijnemorandum. 

10. I am unable at present to forward a copy of this document, as a part 
of its contents will depend upon the instructions of Government relative 
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to the appointment of a Photdar, or not, to be the receiver of the revenues of the 
State, as well as the advance of the money required for its necessary expenses. 

11. Such, in my humble judgment, appears absolutely requisite, provided 
any one can be found willing to undertake it upon terms favourable to the 
State, and suitable to its present condition. To effect this I am, in concert 
with the manager, using my best endeavours, and shall report the result here¬ 
after for your information and that of Government j but in the mean time I 
sliall take care to avoid involving myself in making any permanent settlement 
upon a subject so important, and one upon which I have received as yet no 
instructions. 

12. The whole of the Gaekwar troops have, according to the directions 
issued by their Government, retired to the Thana of Roond, and all the country 
is now in possession of the Raja’s troops. No disturbance whatever has 
occurred, and perfect peace and tranquillity reigns throughout the district, which 
is a convincing proof that the recent change is viewed with satisfaction by 
the greatest part of those residing in Rajpeeplg^. 

13. Although* however, the country has been delivered over to me in 
compliance with the orders contained in the Choor Chittees issued by the 
Gaekwar Government, I deem it my duty to state, that I am informed, much 
property belonging to the Rajpeepla State has been taken away by the Gaek- 
war’s officers, and I shall not fail to investigatf^the truth of this information, 
and report upon it hereafter, provided it appears to be well founded. 

14. I am now occupied in the performance of the other pty-ts of your 
instructions, a most material part of which is to investigate the heavy debts 
with which the State is involved. As, however, it is impossible to commencp 
investigating that claimed by the Gaekwar Government until I am in possessioti 
of the documents alluded to in the 12th and 13th paras, of your letter, I trust 
the Gaekwar Government, from motives of self-interest, wijl be induced to 
furnish them with as little delay as possible. 

15. It would likewise appear very desirable that the Accountant Karkoon, 
who has been stationed in Rajpeepla during the period the country has been 
under the Gaekwar management, should be directed to attend me, to give me 
any explanations which may be requisite, which will avoid the necessity of 
my making constant references to Baroda for that purpose. 

16. As Myral Narrain is stated to have considerable claims against the 
State, it would be for the same reason very desirable that he should be directed 
to send any person he may think [woper with his accounts, but one who will bo 
able to give me the necessary explanations their intricacy may require. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. WiifLopGHBy, Assistant liesident, 

Nandod, 19<A November 1821, 

.Wr 
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Translation of a Proclamation issued by J. P. Willoughby, Esq., on the part 
of the British and Gaeliwar Governments, to the inhabitants of the District 
of Rajpeepla, dated Kartik Shood the \0th, Sumvut 1878, corresponding 
with the 5th of November 1821, at Nandod. 

The two Governments abovementioned proclaim, for the information of all 
persons, that the right of Maharana Verisaljee to the Chieftainship of Raj¬ 
peepla has been ascertained, and that he has accordingly been seated on the 
Gadee. All Znmindars, Patels, Putwarrees, Banians, Rajpoots, Koonbees, 
Bhatts, Bramins, &c. &c., high and low of every caste, residing in Rajpeepla, 
are directed, from this time forward, to pursue their different.occupations, and 
cultivate their lands in peace. Prior to this (time) whatever part any one may 
have taken in the past dispute, no molestation will now be in consequence 
offered to him, but all will be permitted to remain in peace who conduct them¬ 
selves properly, and are obedient to the orders of Government. 

This Proclamation is issued in conformity with the orders of both Govern¬ 
ments, by J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant to the Resident at Baroda. 

and signature. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant. 



Translation of n Proclamation issued by Maharana Verisaljee, Raja of Raj¬ 
peepla, to his subjects, upon his assuming the Sovereignty of that District, 
dated Kartih Shood the \0th, Sumvut 1878, corresponding with the 5th of 
November 1821, at Nandod. 

In the name of Maharana Verisaljee, Chieftain of the district of Rajpeepla. 
Be it known to all people, Zumindars, Patels, Putwarrees, Banians, Rajpoots, 
Koonbees, Bhatts, Bramins, &c. &c., high and low of every caste, who reside 
in Rajpeepla, that the dispute which formerly existed regarding the right to 
the Gadee of Rajpeepla, has been investigated by the two great Sirkars (viz. 
that of the Honorable Company and that of the Gaekwar) jointly, and my 
claims having been found just, they have confirmed my right, and put me in 
possession of the country. My rule and authority in this country has com¬ 
menced, on which account all Ryuts, as are above enumerated, are directed 
to cultivate their lands and pursue their respective occupations in peace, 
and remain living in their habitations, conducting themselves properly. In 
the past dispute regarding, the right to the Chieftainship, whatever part any 



one may have taken, he will not on that account receive any molestation or 
injury, but all will be allowed to remain in peace. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) J. P, Willoughby, Assistant. 


Prom F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To C. J. Wheleb, Esq., Assistant in Charge of the Residency at Baroda. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the recept of your letter of the 22nd 
of this month, forwarding a despatch from Mr. Willoughby, of the 19th, 
respecting the affairs of llajpeepla. 

2, The Honorable the Governor in Counoil entirely approves of Mr. 
Willoughby’s proceedings as reported in his despatch, and desires that he will 
exercise his own judgment regarding the amount oftheNuzzur to be levied 
on the Raja’s accession. 

3. With respett to the appointment of a Photdar, the Honorable the 
Governor in Council requests that Mr. Willoughby will transmit a detailed 
plan in regard to the proposed arrangement, to enable the Governor in Council 
to consider the terms. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) Warden, Chief Secretary. 
Bombay Castle, 30th November 1821. 




KErOUT ON THE RESOURCES, &c. 


OF THE 


EAJPEEPLA STATE 


BY 

MR. J. P. WILLOUGHBY, 

ASSISTANT TO THE RESIDENT AT BABODA. 


Dated tJte \9th January 1822. 


AND 


CORRESPONDENCE CONNECTED THEREWITH. 




llErORT ON THE RESOURCES, &C. OF THE 
RAJPEEPLA STATE. 


From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. WiLEiAMs, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 29<A Septemher 1821. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches* of 
the 23rd of August and 11th of tin’s month, relative to Rajpee|)la. 

2. I have been instructed to express the satisfaction of the Governor in 
Council at the acquiescence of the Gaekvvar in the desire of the British 
Government to undertake the management of liajpeepla. 

3. His Highness’ present consent to that measure renders* all further 
discussion regarding the original intention of both parties in that respect 
unnecessary; as it is, however, more than probable that the Gaekwar will 
experience a great defalcation in his tribute, that point ought to be clearly 
understood before we enter on the control of the country. 

4. Adverting on this occasion to Mr. Willoughby’s report accompanying 
your despatch of the 18th of July last, I have to inform you, that it would 
have been acceptable to the Governor in Council, if you had added to the 
report a sketch of the measures best adapted to the government of the Princi¬ 
pality by embodying Mr. Willoughby’s suggestions, filling up the deficiencies, 
and accompanying the whole with your own sentiments on the subject. The 
want of such a statement compels the Governor in Council to leave some parts 
of the present instructions defective, but he relies on your discretion for supply* 
ing the want in the manner best suited to the public service, 

5. The measure of setting up the son of Narsing, as recommended by Mr, 
Willoughby, is approved, equally with the promulgation of a proclamation of 
amnesty in the name of Verisal and that of the Gaekwar and of the Company; 
and it is authorised as far as depends on the British Government, 

6. The engagement to be guided by our advice, should be taken from the 
Raja, as recommended by Mr, Willoughby. 

7. Iri respect to the appointment of a Manager of Rajpeepla, the Governor 
in Council leaves tlje selection to you, as the best judge of the person who 

* Vide pages 499 to 504 of this Selection. 
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ought to be chosen for the office; but great attention must be paid to the 
opinion of Narsing, and care should be taken that the person who may be 
selected may have weight sufficient to maintain a strong Government and to 
repress disorders. 

8. The Governor in Council approves of the provisions recommended for 
Purtaub Sing and Narsing. You will be pleased to fix the amount with a 
due regard as well to the rank of those personages as to the pressing exigen¬ 
cies of the State. 

9. I have the honour to convey the direction of the Governor in Council 
that you depute Mr. Willoughby to Rajpeepla, for the purpose of putting the 
Government in motion. He should take that opportunity of inquiring into the 
Gaekwar’s claims, and report the result, which you will likewise examine, and 
forward with your opinion in detail, for the decision of the Governor in 
Council. 

10. If, however, a compromise can be speedily effected on reasonable term.s, 
between the Rajpeepla Government and the Gaekwar, without a regular arbitra¬ 
tion, it should be preferred. The mode of accomplishing the object must 
depend on^r. Willoughby’s inquiries, whilst the precedent that may be 
adduced of compromises that have been made by the Gaekwar of pecuniary 
claims on the Government may be advanced in support of such an arrangement. 

11. 'fhe tribute must in future be paid entirely through you. 

12. The internal management of the country, whether by farmina: or directly 
by the agency of the Government, will be best settled in communication with 
the Manager, when one shall be appointed. 

13. The Governor in Council is desirous of receiving, at the earliest period, 
as correct a report of the receipts and disbursements as can be procured, 
detailing the various sources of revenue and the establishments of all kinds to 
be kept up by the Rajpeepla Government, their expenses, and the application 
of the balance. 

14. It is extremely desirable that the question of the mode in which the 
Bheels are to be managed should also engage the fullest attention, and be report¬ 
ed on for the instructions of the Government. Every expedient that promises 
to reclaim their habits by a just and conciliatory treatment, should be preferred. 

15. On the receipt of your report, the decision on the propriety of with¬ 
drawing the Gaekwar troops will depend. They should be withdrawn the 
moment the Raja is capable of preserving the public tranquillity without their 
assistance ; but ;io British detachment can be calculated on, as it is improbable 
that any can be spared. You will be pleased to report, however, in communica¬ 
tion with Mr. Willoughby, the strength of the detachment you would recom¬ 
mend to be maintained for preserving the tranquilllTy of the Raj|)eepla 

(principality. 
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16. I Iiave the honour to transmit to. you an extract, paras. 127 and 141, 
from a despatch to the Honourable Court, and of its reply, regarding Tora 
Geeras claims of Rajpeepla on the Broach Purguna, of the whole bf which 
it is desirable that you should arrange with the proprietors for payments from 
the treasury at such period as may best suit their convenience, instead of 
admitting of their being realized from the villages. Should you require any 
further information on the subject of these claims, you will apply to the 
Collector of Broach. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 29t4 September 1821. 


No. 252 OF 1821. 

Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
29th ultimo, relative to Rajpeepla. 

2. In conformity with the instructions of Government, Mr. Willoughby has 

proceeded to Rajpeepla, to carry into effect the objects pointed out in you^' 
letter. • 

3. I have the honour to annex copy of the instructions I have issued to 
that gentleman, the tenor of which, I trust will meet with the approbation of 
the Honorable the Governor in Council. 

4. The only remark which occurs to me to make, is upon the deviation I 
have made from the instructions contained in the 15th paragraph »f your letter 
now under reidy, relative to the withdrawal of the Gaekwar troops. 

5. I have learnt that the troops now in the service of the Raja are fully 
adequate at once to take possession of the country, with every prospect of being 
able to preserve its peace and tranquillity. 

6. I have, therefore, directed Mr. Willougliby to enforce the order of the 
Gaekwar Government, contained in its Choor Chittees, directing the Gaekwar 
force to retire to its Thanna at Roond. 

7. .1 trust this measure will be approved of, as, independent of the jealousy 
with which the Raja would be likely to view their remaining in the country 
after he is put in possession of it, the Gaekwar Government will in all probabi¬ 
lity call upon him to disburse the expense it would incur incident to their 
remaining in the country. 

8. I beg you will inform the Honorable the Governor in Council that I 

GOr 
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Iiave obtained an engagement from the ‘11310, to be entirely guided by the 
advice given to him by the British Government upon every subject relating to 
the affaire of his Government. Copy and translation of this document are 
annexed. 

9. 1 experienced considerable difficulty in procuring from His Highness the 
Gaekvvar the Clioor Chittees for the release of the country, as ho wished me, 
on the part of the British Government, to become security that the whole 
amount of his tribute at present collected should be enjoyed in future, as well 
as that the whole of the enormous debt brought against the Rajpeepla State 
should be lirpridated. 

10. I am, hovvcvci’, happy to slate, that I obtained them on the 27th 
instant, after a long discussion, without giving him any stipulation of the above 
nature, but merely generally assuring him that his tribute and debt would both 
be hereafter settled in reference to the ability of the State, and in conformity 
with the instructioirs I miglit hereafter receive from the Bombay Government. 

11. In conclu'iion, I have the honour to request the favourable considera¬ 
tion of Government to the subject adverted to in the concluding paragraph of 
nvy letter of instructions to Mr. Willoughby. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Haroda liesidency, 3Ut7i October 1821. 

Ts^o. 249 of 1821. 

Political Dupartment. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To J. P. WiLLoi'r.iiBY, Esq., Assistant to the Resident, Baroda. 

.Doted tJie2Hlh October 1821. 

Sir, —I have the honour to request you will take the earliest opportunity of 
proceeding to Raji)ce|)la, and to furnish you with the following instructions for 
your guidance in performing the objects for which you arc deputed into that 
Principality. 

2. You are aware that the Gaekwar Government has relinquished its control 
in that province, which is vested in the British Government, upon the same 
principles nearly as the control of its tributaries in Kattywar and Mahce Kanta. 

3. The justice of setting up Verisal, the son of Karsing, as Raja of the 
country, having been fully established by the investigation made by yourself 
last year, the British Government, as well as that of the Gaekwar, have con¬ 
sented to such a measure being immediately carried into effect. 

4. You will, therefore, upon your arrival in the country, issue proclamations 
proclaiming that person to be the Raja of the country. 
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5. You are likewise autlioriscd to promulgate proclamatrons, couched in 
the terms you have suggested, promising a general oblivion of the past, in the 
name of Verisal and that of the fiaekwar and British Governments. 

6. 1 have been instructed by Government to appoint a Manager of Raj- 
peepla, to conduct its affairs during the minority of \ erisal ; and relying upon 
the favourable representation you have made of the character and abilities of 
Piirvoodas, the present Karbarce of Nursing, you are authorised to nominate 
him to tliat responsible situation, provided that the same is in consonance with 
the wishes of Narsing (whom you must privately consult on the subject), and 
that he furnishes the written engagement you have proposed. 

7. The settlement of the provisions you have recommended to be made 
for Narsing and the cx-claiinant Burtaub Sing are approved of; but as the 
inquiries you will have to make regarding the resources and expenses of the State 
will furnish better data upon which to decide what their amount respectively 
should be, than I am at present in ])ossession of, f shall delay doing so until 
the result of those inquiries is made known. You will, however, be pleased to 
leport your views on these points. 

8. The Gackwar troops at ])rescnt stationed in Rajpeepla, have been direct¬ 
ed to return to the Thanna stationed in Roond by this Government; and 
you will take measures to replace them by the Raja’s troops, as soon as prac¬ 
ticable after your arrival in the country. 

9. Having accomplished the above objects of your deputation, you will 
proceed, in concert with the authorities of Raj|)eepla, upon the laborious task 
of investigating the heavy debts with which the State is o|)pressed, and report 
the result at length, for my information, and the subsequent decision of 
Government. 

10. The debts, which ought to claim your first*attention, are those staled 
to be due from the State to the Gaekwar Government. I take this opportunity 
of enclosing you a memorundum, furnished me by the Gackwar Government, 
from which you will perceive, the gross* amount of the debt with interest I's 
stated to be Rupees 18,70,240-2-87)'. 

11. \ ou will enter U])on the most minute and careful investigation of this 
debt, and report what, as nearly as can be ascertained, in your opinion, is the 
just amount; when it will afterwards be matter qf consideration what deduc¬ 
tion ought to be made in justice to the tributary State. 

12. ■ lo assist you in the above inquiry, I have called upon this Govern¬ 
ment to furnish me with a detailed account of this debt, and the manner in 
which it has accumulated, which 1 shall lose no-time in transmitting to you as 
soon as I am able. 

13. I have likewise called upon this Government to furnish me with detail¬ 
ed accounts of the collections it has made flora the country during the period 
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it bas beeii under its management and control, which will be likewise transmit¬ 
ted to you. It is to be anticipated that these will be very incorrect, and it 
will therefore be a part of your duty to compare them with the accounts you 
may be able to obtain on the spot, which iitay be procured either by assem¬ 
bling the principal Desaees and Patels of each Purgimu at Nandod, or by your 
again visiting the several Purgunas and examining the village accounts, 

14. You can adopt whichever of these modes you may deem most advisable 
and expedient; but the latter would appear to be the most desirable in one 
respect, viz. that it would restore confidence to the inhabitants of the country 
and convince them of the determination of the British Government to do 
justice to all parties. 

15. You will observe, that the Gaekvvar Government have included in the 
above sum, the amount advanced in March 1820, by certain Shroffs at Baroda, 
under the Bhandaree of the British Government, for the payment of the 
Seebundy employed on account of Rajpeepla. 

16. The Raja will of course, in justice, demand that this part of the debt 
should be likewise examined and audited as well as the others, to which no just 
objection can possibly be urged on the part of the Gaekwar, on the score of our 
Bhandaree having been given to the Shroffs who advanced the money at the 
request of the Gaekwar Government. 

17. By the above act, the British Government became security that the 
Shroffs should receive the sum they advanced back again from the Gaekwar’s 
Government,, but not that the Gaekwar Government should receive that sum 
from the Rajpeepla State, as it would be a strange supposition to conceive that 
the British Government would become guarantee for a debt said to be due 
to one power from another, without any examination taking place, but merely 
upon the assertion of the former. 

18. I take this opportunity of furnishing you with copy of a memorandum 
given me by His Highness the Gaekwar, in addition to the one enumerating 
the debt due to him from the Rajpeepla Government. 

19. I have merely replied to it that the different points to which it relates 
will be inquired into and reported upon by you, and will hereafter be settled 
upon principles of equity and justice. You will therefore inquire and report 
upon each separately, as soon as'you are able. 

20. Having investigated the above debt, you will proceed to examine and 
report upon all other debts claimed against the State by individuals on any 
pretext whatever, either by persons who have had any part in the management 
of the country, or by others who may have advanced money to Narsing during 
the time he was struggling to obtain the rights he had been unjustly disposses¬ 
sed of, or subsequent to his corning to Baroda. 

21. In many cases, you may be able to propose and carry into effect 
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in doing so you must carefully avoid making any promises of their debts being 
speedily paid off, so as to render it more difficult than it is at present to put 
the just dues of the Gaekwar Government in a train of%quidation, which is to 
be the chief and paramount consideration. 

22. Before any plan is adopted for the paying off the amount of the debts 
which may eventually be proved to be justly due by the Rajpeepla Government, 
you must draw out as correct an estimate of its receipts and disbursements as 
can be framed, exhibiting the various sources of revenue it at present enjoys, 
as well as the establishments of all kinds you may deem it necessary, in concert 
with the Manager, to be kept up in Rajpeepla, with their expense, which, it is 
quite unnecessary for me to observe, should be formed upon principles of the 
strictest economy, keeping however in view that they should be quite sufficient 
to preserve the public peace and tranquillity of the country, and to repress all 
disorders which may ‘incidentally occur, as more injury will eventually be 
sustained by the State from pursuing a system of too strict economy, and in 
consequence leaving the Government in a state unable to pursue a strong and 
vigorous rule over its subjects, than benefit will be temporarily gained by it 
by a lesser expense incurred on account of establishments. 

23. The above information having been obtained as accurately as possible, 
assignments may then be made upon the balance remaining, in liquidation of 
the public debt. 

24. The tribute which may eventually be settled to be annually paid to the 
Gaekwar, will in future be paid entirely through me; but as the Gaekwar Go¬ 
vernment appear to have advanced a larger claim than it may prove justly 
entitled to, you will repoit fully on this subject, and state your opinion what 
it may be justly entitled to. It will then remain to be decided if any further 
abatement is to be made in it, and the Raja must then be required to furnish 
good security for its punctual payment annually in future. 

25. Regarding the internal management of the country, instructions will 
be issued hereafter by Government, grounded upon the result of the inquiries 
you have been directed to institute. It will, however, be advisable for you to 
report your views upon this-point also. 

2G. A considerable part of Rajpeepla being almost entirely inhabited by 
Bheels, a caste notorious for their plundering and turbulent habits, it will be 
necessary to adopt sonm plan, as conciliatory as can be chosen, to restrain these, 
and make them, if possible, a peaceable and industrious class of society. 

27. With this view you will be pleased to .report the mode by which the 
Rajas of JRajpeepla, in its state of prosperity, were accustomed to manage 
them, and to enforce obedience to their commands; as it would perhaps be 
expedient to adoi)t a plan grounded something upon similar principles as the 
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one foniieily in use, with such modifications, however, as Government in its 
wisdom may deem proper to direct. 

28. The communication you held when last in Rajpeepla with several of the 
principal Bheel Wussa^as of the country, will prove of considerable advantage 
to you in performing this part of your duty; and I would recommend your 
taking every opportunity of encouraging and cultivating as intimate an 
acquaintance with this cla’ss of people as possible, conceiving tliat such will 
eventually tend to restore peace to the country, by withdrawing them from the 
plundering and lawless occupations many are now pursuing, to that of cultiva¬ 
tion and the peaceful arts. 

29. As many of the Bheel Chiefs allege in excuse for their crimes that 
they have been unjustly deprived of certain rights and privileges, you will, when 
time will allow you, imiuire and report upon these; and I have no doubt, in 
all cases where they are able to substantiate them, Government will think right 
to confirm and secure them in the possession of them. 

30. Amongst this latter class is, 1 believe, the notorious freebooter Kooer 
Wussawa, whose claims, if he consents to submit to the arbitration, you will 
investigate: should he, however, refuse his assent to the above equitable propo¬ 
sition, you will renew the endeavours you made last year to surprise him and 
subdue him by force of arms, which you may have an opportunity of cflecting 
by means of the Detachment which will be sent with you, aided by the assist¬ 
ance of the troops now in the service of the Raja. 

31. You^will also be pleased to address a letter, in the terms you have 
suggested, to the person alluded to in your memorandum, by name Bajee 
Dounir, residing in the district of Tulluckwara; and after investigating the 
claims he advances against tlie Rajpee|)la State, report the same, with your 
opinion upon them, for the ultimate decision of Government. 

32. I have the honour to enclose the Choor Chittccs given me by this 
Government, for the giving up of the country to the son of Karsing, in virtue of 
which, you are aware, that upon your arrival in the country, all authority now 
enjoyed by the Manager placed there on the part of the Gaekvvar will cease, 
which must be immediately assumed by you in the name of the Raja. 

33. The measure you have rccom mended, of a Biilish detachment being 
temporarily stationed in Rajpeepla to assist the newly established Government 
in preserving its tranquillity, is not yet determined u|)on ; for although such an 
arrangement would appear to be a very desirable and beneficial one, yet, from 
the great demand at present existing for their services elsewhere, it is not 
very probable that any will be available for this purpose. As, however, this 
is not certain, you will state your opinion what should be the strangth of the 
detachment, and the expense which would be inaurred by the Raja in main¬ 
taining it. 
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34. Another point to which your attention is to be directed is the Geeras 
rights the Rajpeepla Government possesses upon t!ie territories belonging to 
the Honorable Company, wira.h are to be carefully and minutely inquired into, 
and having ascertained the just amount, you are to adopt the plan pointed out 
in your memorandum, viz. to provide in future for its being paid from the 
treasury, instead of its being (as was formerly the custom) collected from the 
villages by the proprietor himself. 

35. The Geeras rights enjoyed by the Rajpeepla Government from that of 
the Gaekwar GoveFninent, must also be inquired into, when it will be taken 
into consideration whether your recommendation that they should be relin¬ 
quished in perpetuity (a corresponding deduction being made in the annual 
tribute to be paid by the former to the latter) is expedient, or whether any 
more preferable plan can be adopted. 

30. You will likewise inquire into the rights of all individual Geerasias 
residing in Rajj)ecpla, and if possible persuade them to consent to receive a 
money payment from the treasury in lieu of collecting their rights from the 
villages upon which Geeras is due. 

37. Should you, in performing this part of your duty, find it necessary to 
call for any information you may require, you will, to avoid delay, correspond 
direct with the proper authorities, forwarding copies of your correspondence 
for my information and that of Government. 

38. I have now, I believe, touched upon every point upon which it is ne¬ 
cessary to give you general instructions ; in addition to whic4i, I have the 
honour to annex copies of two letters to m v address from the Ch’ief Secretary 
to the Bombay Government, dated the 2nd August and 29th of September last, 
on the same subject, from the first ot which you will perceive what great 
satisfaction the Honorable the Governor in Council has expressed incident 
to the receipt of your memorandum regarding the country of Rajpeepla. 

39. I have requested Colonel Corsellisto order a party of 150 rank and file, 
under a European officer, entirely equipped tor field service, to proceed with 
you to Rajpeepla, provided with the necessary supply of spare ammunition. 

40. Wiltoba Pillajee, and Ramrao Purshotum, the two persons who attended 

you m the capacity of Karkoons on your former visit to Rajpeepla, will be 
directed to attend you now, drawing the allowances that were then sanctioned 
by Government; and you arc authorised to entertain a Purvoe during your 
absence from Baroda. ° 

41. Being aware that you were subjected to very considerable pecuniary 
loss by the newly established rate of deputation allowance not proving 
adequate to cover the heavy, but at the same time necessary, expenses you 
were subject to by your former trip to Rajpeejrla, I shall not fail to bring 
the same to the notice of Government, which I have no doubf will, in its 
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liberality, grant you such additional allowance as it may deem adequate for the 
above purpose. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 
Baroda Residency, 28tA October 1821. 


Translation of an Agreement entered into by Maharana Verisaljee, Raja of 
Rajpeepla, and James Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, on the part of 
the Honorable Company. 

l' Seal oi\ 

(the llaja. j 

My representation is as follows:—I have received possession of my country 
from the Gaekwar Government, but I am certain that without the aid of 
the British Government I shall not be able to make its settlement. There¬ 
fore I myself and my father, both of us, of our own desire, do agree to 
act upon everything ralating to the settlement of all the affairs of my country 
in conformity with the advice of the Honorable Company. Whatever may be 
the desire of the Government, I will act according to it. In conformity with 
this agreement, whoever may be Chieftain of the country from generation to 
generation, he will act. Dated Sumvut 1878 Assavudee, i. e. reckoning from 
the month of Assar Asvvin Sood the 15th, corresponding with October the 
11th, A. D. 1821. 

Signature of the Raja. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 


Political Department. 

From C. Norris, Esq., Acting Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated the 2Zrd September 1820. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secretary Hen¬ 
derson’s letter of the 26th July last, with enclosures. 

2. His Highness the Gaekwar has consented, after some hesitation, to a 
commutation of the fees collected by Jeeva Wassawain the Gaekwar Purgunas 
for a money payment; and I have the honour to enclose an order from this 
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Government, upon the Sirsoobah of the Surat Attaveesy, to fix, in concert with 
Captain Briggs, the sum to be paid every year to Jeeva upon that account. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, Acting Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 23rd September 1820. 

Rrora J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To P. Warden; Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Baled \Qth February 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to enclose copy of Mr. Willoughby’s letter to my 
address of the 10th instant, submitting a statement of the expenses of the 
Governnignt of Rqjpeepla which appear to him indispensable, not however 
including any provision for Soorujkoor or Purtaub Sing. 

2. The amount collectively of these charges is Rs. 90,066 annually. 
According to Mr. Willoughby’s report of the 19th ultimo upon the resources 

of Rajpeepla, the total revenue only amounts to.Rs. 2,29,278 2 75 

From which the above charges.Rs. 90,066 

are to be deducted, as also on account of 

tribute, say. 75,000 

Provision for Soorujkoor and Purtaub Sing.. 8,400 

- 1,73,466 0 0 

Leaving applicable to the liquidation of debts, &c. only.. Rs. 56,812 2 75 
. My reason for setting down the pensions for Soorujkoor and Purtaub Sing 
at Rs. 8,400 annually, or Rs. 700 per mensem, is that the Gaekwar Govern¬ 
ment allowed that sum to Narsing for his expenses; and considering that the 
lady is also in the enjoyment of the produce of two villages, it is in my opinion 
amply sufficient. 

3. The prospect of this petty State being freed from its incumbrances is 
rendered sufficiently remote from the above statement; but that should not 
discourage the hope of the eventual attainment of this desirable object. A 
steady adherence to the principles laid down for the better government of this 
country will, in a few years, no doubt cause an increase of revenue. To 
insure, however, the certainty of the present system being closely followed up, 
an occasional superintendence will be required on the pai’t of the British 
Government. We may fairly calculate that many villages now deserted will 
be repeopled ; that land now uncultivated will again yield produce. The open¬ 
ing of the ancient road for merchandize through Sagbarra will also produce 
an increase in the customs, and, as no additional charges are contemplated, the 
State may perhaps have some chance of being in the end freed from all 
incumbrances. 

61 r 






526 


4. I have attentively considered the several items of charges in the Nera- 
nook or statement of the proposed annual expenses, and cannot perceive any 
reason for desiring a modification: they are evidently framed upon as reduced 
a scale as is compatible with the comfort of the family ; the respectability and 
efficiency of the Government. One article strikes me as being rather too 
much in the scale of parsimony, and likely to defeat the end we have in view. 
1 allude to the allowance to Purvoodas the Minister, on whose exertions and 
honesty in a great degree4he well-doing of the State depends; and therefore, 
in lieu of the sum of Rs. 200 per mensem, or annually Rs. 2,400, I would 
suggest that his salary be fixed at not less than Rs. 300 or Rs. 3,600, in order 
that he may be tempted by the largeness of bis emoluments to endeavour to 
be honest at least; to insure us from any very gross corruption on his part, 
he has other advantages to the amount of Rs. 1,000 or 1,600 yeaiily. This 
will cause a further reduction, from the amount applicable to the discharge of 
debts, of Rs. 1,200, leaving only Rs. 54,612-2-75. 

5. The pay to the cavalry and infantry of the State is very moderate, they 
consisting of Sindees and Arabs, whose rate of pay is always much higher than 
the natives of the country, who perhaps would not perform the duties expected 
from them with the same uncompromising disposition as these foreigners. The 
allowance to Kooer Wussawa, of Rs. 1,600 annually, must be considered as well 
bestowed, that Chieftain inhabiting a part of the country where it is most 
desirable to insure tranquillity, which will mainly depend upon his conduct. 

6. The objection ofNarsing, mentioned by Mr. Willoughby, to the pro¬ 
vision of Soorujkoor and Purtaub Sing being drawn out in the name of the 
latter, can be easily obviated by causing the style of the instrument to 
run as follows :—“ The title to the Gadee of Rajpeepla having been decided 
to appertain of right to Verisal the son of Narsing, a certain sum is allowed 
to Soorujkoor, the widow of Ramsing, for the maintenance of herself and the 
boy called Purtaub Sing.” Specifying in the grant bow much either of them 
are to receive, which will prevent any dispute arising- in the event of the 
demise of the lady, when Verisal would probably wish to resume the whole, 
should it be simply written out in the name of Soorujkoor. Respecting the 
proposed provision for the brothers of Verisal, I see no reason for any separate 
maintenance being granted to them ; the allowances to the Raja and Narsing 
must be considerqjl sufficient at least until the State shall have advanced rather 
more in the stage of improvement. 

7. In the 13th paragraph of Mr. Willoughby's letter, mention is made of 
the re-imbursement of the British Government for the expenses incurred in 
reorganizing the State. I would fain hope that Government will consider 
themselves as amply repaid in the peace and security which their own subjects 
:®OW enjoy by the settlement of Rajpeepla, and that the pleasing reflection of 
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their influence having been so happily exercised in releasing a State stretching 
from the Taptee to the Nerbudda nearly 60 miles and separating the British pos¬ 
sessions in Kandeish from tliose in Guzerat, wliich, before we interfered, was 
suffering under every species of oppression, affording a refuge to the outlaws 
and vagabonds of our own districts, and rapidly approximating to the situation 
of the district on the northern frontier, which, by the same enlightened policy, 
have been reclaimed from a state even more deplorable, will be considered as 
the most gratifying species of reimbursement which a Government could 
possibly receive. I have, &c. 

Baroda Residency, \Qth February 1822. J. Wii.uatws, Resident. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant Resident, Baroda, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Baled lOtA February 1822. 

Sin,—With reference to the concluding paragraph of my letter to your 
address dated the 19th ultimo,* I have nowtlie honour to transmit the draft of 
a Nemnook, which it appears to me to be requisite at the present moment to 
fix, for the annual ordinary expenses of this Government, amounting altogether 
to Rs. 7,505 monthly, or Rs. 90,060 yearly, and to submit the same for your 
consideration. 

2. The first item, amounting to Rs. 1,250 monthly, or Rs. 16,000 annually, 
is the sum that it is proposed should be allowed to tlie Raj^ for his own 
personal expenses, and will not, I think, be considered to be more* than will be 
sufficient to meet these, even with every proper degree of economy. 

3. The second item of Rs. 1,000 monthly, or Rs. 12,000 annually, is the 
sum proposed to be fixed as that which shall be granted to Narsing. This is 
certainly as low in amount as can well be fixed, either with reference to his past 
misfortunes, or to the situation of relationship in which he stands to the Raja. 

4. The third item of Rs. 683-1-33^ monthly, or Rs. 7,000 yearly, is the 
sum fixed for the Karbarees and Karkoons of all descriptions who will be 
necessarily employed by the Government, and includes also several small 
pensions granted to a few persons who have become old and nearly worn out 
in the service of Narsing. Its amount will prove that- it has been calculated 
with the strictest economy, and I shall only further observe, that of it Rs, 2,400,^ 
or nearly one-third, is proposed to be fixed as the future annual ullowance- 
of Purvoodas, the Karbaree. 

6, The three succeedingitems are those which will be incurred by this Govern¬ 
ment on account of its military establishments of all kinds, which it appears 
requisite for it to maintain, if not permanently, at least for some time to come, 

* Vide page 631. of this Selection. 
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in Older to preserve the peace and quiet of the country subject to its authority. 
These amount to 100 horse, 225 foot (composed of Arab, Sindian, and other 
castes), and 60 Kusbatees, who may be termed village guards. The pay of the 
horse has been fixed at Rs. 20 each per mensem, making the amount of the 
whole to be Rs. 2,000 monthly, or Rs. 24,000 annually; the pay of the foot at 
Rs. 8 each per mensem, aggregating Rs. 1,800 monthly, or Rs. 21,600 yearly, 
and that of the Kusbatees at Rs. 3 each monthly, or altogether Rs. 180 
monthly, or Rs. 2,160 yearly; the grand total forming a monthly expense of 
Rs. 3,980, and an annual one of Rs. 47,760. The pay of these different 
descriptions of troops is as low as can well be fixed, especially when we take 
into consideration the customary deductions which will be made at the time they 
receive their pay from the Government Potdar. The number of each kind 
also is certainly as small either as the extent of the country (the extreme length 
of which is about 60 koss, and its breadth varying from 30 to 45 koss) whose 
peace it will have to maintain, or the plundering and restless habits of the 
Bheels, who compose a great part of its population, will require. 

6. The two succeeding items are the monthly allowances which have been 
granted to the persons who have undertaken the business of Potdar to tliis 
State, and which I reported in my letter dated the 4th instant had been granted 
to the Bheel Chief Kooer Wussawa, the former amounting to Rs. 150, and the 
latter to Rs. 125 monthly, respectively, or Rs. 1,800 and Rs. 1,500 annually. 

7. The concluding item, or Rs. 416-2-66| monthly, and Rs. 5,000 annually, 
is proposed tto be fixed as the sura to be allowed for Sadi Khurch or contin¬ 
gent expenses. This is rendered necessary as no separate sums have been 
fixed for charity, the entertainment of strangers, and incidental necessary 
expenses of this nature. 

8. The above Nemnook embraces, I believe, every ordinary expense which 
this State will, under ordinary circumstances, incur, with the exception of a 
provision for Soorujkoor and Purtaub Sing. Other unlooked for expenses 
may be requisite, such as the necessity of entertaining more troops on any 
emergency, a marriage or death occurring in the Raja’s family, &c. &c., which 
are not of course included. It will also be hereafter requisite to fix a suitable 
provision upon the young Raja’s two brothers, the eldest of whom is now 
residing at Cbota Oodepoor, and is about seven years of age ; the youngest is at 
Nandod, an infant of about three months old. It is unnecessary to fix any 
further provision upon the female branches of the Raja’s family, each of whom, 
according to the custom of the country, possesses two villages assigned for her 
maintenance for life. 

9. I am directed to report upon the amount of a provision to be fixed for 
the ex-claimant Purtaub Sing; but having furnished, in my letter dated the 
J9th ultimo, the necessary data for settling this point, I would rather decline 
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naming any particular sum to be set aside for this purpose. In conversing 
with Narsing upon the subject of my letter generally, 1 of course alluded to 
the case of Purtaub Sing, and told him a provision would be given him from 
the revenues of his son’s Government. To this he assented, at the same time 
making two observations, which struck me as natural, and worthy of some consi¬ 
deration. The first, that he trusted the Nemnook would be drawn out in 
the name of Soonijkoor, and not in that of Purtaub Sing, and the second that 
he hoped that it would be made with reference to the condition of Uajpeepla, 
and that it would not be so large as that which might be fixed for himself. 

10. The reason of his first request was to prevent the possibility of any 
future claims being advanced by Purtaub Sing, or his descendants, to succeed 
to the Rajpeepla Gadee; and when I remarked to him that there was no 
necessity of such caution being obseryed, he replied the same argument might 
be used in the case of the adopted son of the late Futteh Sing Gaekwar. 
The reason for the second request was, he expressed himself, that his dignity 
would be impaired if a larger provision, or equal one, was granted tojthe son 
of an obscure Geerasia as to himself, who, were it not for his misfortune of 
blindness, would be the present possessor and ruler of the whole country. 

11. I told him in reply that I would make known both his requests to 
Government; but at the same time I observed that he ought not, in justice, 
merely to consider the Iomi origin of his former rival, but to pay some attention 
to the hopes and expectations vmhich, from his birth, and not from any treachery 
or fraud committed on his own part, he had been led to entertaitfpf his future 
station and rank in life, which was a point, which I had no doubt, whether he 
viewed it lightly or not, would materially afiect the amount which might even¬ 
tually be fixed upon. 

12. It now therefore remains for Government, in its pleasure, to decide 
whether these requests shall be acceded to. In the case of Soorujkoor, it 
must be observed, that as far as custom is concerned, she is only entitled to enjoy 
the two villages of Syler and Vulees, which were formerly assigned for her 
support. It would, however, be but fair that a small proportion of the Nem¬ 
nook should be settled upon her; and it would appear advisable that the whole 
should in future be paid at Baroda from the Residency treasury regularly, and 
perhaps without the usual Potdaree deductions. 

13. It must in conclusion be observed, that I have not as yet taken into 
consideration any reimbursement it may be thought reasonable to demand from 
this State on account of the expenses which have been, or may be, actually incur¬ 
red by the Honorable Company for the disinterested part it has taken in its affairs, 
which I shall have the honour to remark upon when I am able to fulfil that part 
of your instructions relating to the expediency of a detachment of Sepoys rer 
maining for a short period to aid in preserving the peace and quielof Rajpeepla. 
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14. I shall also delay proposing assignments upon the amount of revenue 
expected to be realized during this year from Rajpeepla, until the Nemnook 
for its expenses now forwarded has been approved of, or I am informed of any 
modifications it may be deemed necessary to make in the different items 
composing it. I have, &c. 

(Signed) .T. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

Camp Nandod, \ 0 th February 1822. 
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(True copy) C. J. Wheler, Second Assistant. 
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From F. Warden, Esq., Cliief Secretary to Government, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 2%th February 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
16th of this month, forwarding one from Mr. Willoughby of the 10th, exhibit¬ 
ing a statement of the expenses of the Government of Rajpeepla. 

2. Tire Honorable the Governor in Council approves of your proceedings 
as reported in that despatch. 

3. The demand of payment for our expenses need not be relinquished, nor 

yet enforced. I have, &c. 

(Signed) F, Warden, Chief Secretary. 

liombay Castle, 28</t February 1822. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, —I have the honour to hand up, for the information ol^ the Honorable the 
Governor in Council, Mr. Willoughby’s despatch and several enclosures, exhibit¬ 
ing a full and detailed account of the present resources of the Rajpeepla State, 
and the manner in which the assessment for the present year has been made 
of its revenue. The ability and preciseness with which each particular circum¬ 
stance has been treated, joined to the indefatigable application and study 
exercised throughout, reflects great credit on his exertions, and I feel confident 
the point of view in which they are now displayed will meet the approbation 
of the Honorable the Governor. I have, (kc. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident at Baroda. 

Baroda Residency, 5lh February 1822. 


From J. P. WTllodgiiby, Esq., Assistant Resident, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated \Qth January 1822. 

—I have now the honbur, in pursuance of the directions contained in the 
22nd pai’agraph of your letter to my address dated the 28th of October last, 
to report, as fully as I am able, upon the nature and extent of the present 
resources of the Rajpeepla State, which will also include a general account of 
the manner in which the assessment of its revenue for the present year has 
been made.' 

2. Enclosure No. 1 exhibits a general abstract of these resources, from 
which it will be observed, that their total amount, as nearly as they can now 
be estimated, will be for the present year Rs. 2,29,278-2-73, to which, however. 
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is added the further sum of Us. .50,000, which the Potdar established by this 
Government has agreed to advance (if required), beyond its regular receipts, 
aggregating with the above item Rs. 2,79,278-2-73. 

3. The first item of the above statement, amounting to Rs. 1,26,056-1-50, 
is tlie total amount of revenue assessed this year upon .the ten lower Purgunaa 
of this State; and in explanation of it the statement marked A No. 1 has been 
drawn out, showing the different proportions of the above sum fixed upon 
each of these Purgunas respectively. Before, however, I proceed to make any 
observations upon this statement, I shall endeavour to explain the plan which 
has been pursued in the settlement of this yeai’’8 revenue, with a view to 
ensure, as far as circumstances would admit, every Purguna and every village 
being assessed to the extent of, but not beyond, its ability. 

4. The present impoverished and very reduced state of the country, added 
to the pressing and urgent demands and pecuniary embarrassments of its 
Government, rendered it rather a difficult task to settle the revenue of this year 
upon such princi|)fes as would at one and the same time embrace two objects 
very dissimilar and directly opposite in their nature to each other—1st, the 
realizing such an amount as would, in some degree, be proportionate to the 
wants of the State, and 2nd, such an amount only as would not much 
distress or overburthen the Ryutry, which of necessity rendered it obligatory 
to make very large abatements in the amount levied from them of late years, 
when under the control and management of the Gaekwar Government. Both 
these objects have been kept in view, for, as on the one hand it was obvious 
that the Government could not long prosperously exist without the funds 
necessary to enable it to meet its expenses, so on the other hand it was equally 
manifest that no hope could reasonably be entertained of the condition of the 
country being ever improved or its resources increased, by pursuing the same 
system of exaction and over-assessment as was followed during the late period 
alluded to. The dissimilarity of the above objects would not admit of any.one 
general plan being adopted. The system of farming the different Purgunas to 
the highest bidder might probably have produced a larger amount of revenue 
for the present year, but would have consigned the Ryuts to the rapacity and 
exaction of the farmers, always greedy to realize the amount they may have 
paid for their farm with additional profit: thus one of the objects in view 
would have been disregarded and considerable diminution would eventually 
have taken place in the resources of tlie coming year. The system of assess¬ 
ing each village according to different rates of assessment, in reference to 
the quantity and fertility of its cultivated land, could not invariably be 
followed, as such a mode, from the small proportion of land this year under 
cultivation, would have produced a sum quite inadequate to meet the demands 
of the Government. The plan, therefore, which appeared to me to be the most 
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likely partrally to attain both objects, was to ascertain the amount of the collec¬ 
tions of each village for ten years, and to take the average as the basis of tlie 
present year’s settlement. Even this mode could not, however, invariably be 
adopted, in consequence of the very great difference which exists in the condi¬ 
tion of the several Purgunas and villages, some being either entirely waste, or 
nearly so, some involved more deeply than others in debts both public and pri¬ 
vate, and others, from contrary causes, in comparatively speaking a flourishing 
and prosperous situation. These points have met with due attention, and, it 
will be observed, considerable remissions have been made in tlie average 
amount of the ten years in the cases of villages of the first class, and additions 
made in those of the second class, which are, however, I am sorry to say, but few 
in number. By carefully making these modifications, the whole pressure of the 
public burthen will be sustained as nearly as is practicable by all alike, equally 
and impartially. The period selected for obtaining the average sought for, 
was (with the exception of a few instances, wdiicli will be pointed out as I 
proceed) five years during the reign of Ajebsing, or from Sumvut 1854 (a. d. 
1796) to Sumvut 1858 (a. d. 1800), and five years of the Gaekwar’s rule, or 
from Sumvut 1873 (a. d. 1816-17) to Sumvut 1877 (a. d. 1820-21); the 
whole of the first period and tlie first year of the second being favourable to 
the Ryutry from the assessments being small, and the remaining four years of 
the second period being, from the contrary cause, favourable to the Govern¬ 
ment, by which selection both objects in view were attained. 

5. In order the more clearly to elucidate the above arrangement, I must 
now beg leave to refer you to the settlement, marked for the sake of easy re¬ 
ference B No. 1, which has been framed explanatory of the manner in which the 
first item of A No. 1, amounting to Rs. 45,096-2-0 has been distributed amongst 
the villages of the Nandod Purguua. Tins district consists of forty-four villages, 
of which twenty-five are Government villages, included in the settlement of the 
revenue of the Purguna. Three others also belong to Government, but are Chotuch 
or assessed separately from the others, the reason for which will hereafter be 
explained; three belong to the Gaekwar Government; and the remaining eleven 
are Doomala, or villages held by individuals under different tenures. It is the 
only Purguna which, at the present moment, can be said to be in any tolerable 
state of cultivation and population, a circumstance not to be attributed to less 
oppression having been exercised over its inhabitants, or from the exactions 
levied from them having been less than those levied from the other districts of 
Rajpeepla. In tliese respects it has not been favoured, but Nandod having been 
the capital of- the district, and as such attracting the greater part of the wealthy 
classes of society, the circulation of their riches aflbrded to the inhabitants of 
the Purguna generally greater ability to meet the heavy demands made upon 
them by the Government. The statement above alluded to exhibits, 1st, the 
62r 1 
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names ofthe’twenty-five villages of the first class, as well as those of their respec¬ 
tive Patels and Tulatees or accountants; 2nd, the collections made from each 
during the period selected, of the reign of Ajebsing; 3rd, the collections 
made from each for the last five years by the Gaekwar Government; 
4th, the arrangement of the collections of tliose two periods combined; 
5th, the remissions and additions made upon the average amount in 
the revenue of the present year; 6th, the amount of revenue to be paid by 
each for the present year, and the different Kists or instalments by which 
it is to be paid; 7th, the names of the Nisliadars or persons who have become 
security for the Kists being regularly paid; 8th, the names of the Bhatts who 
have become security for the good conduct of the inhabitants of each; 9th, 
and lastly, a column of remarks explaining the reasons why any deviation 
has been made in the general rule adopted for the settlement of the whole 
Purguna. 

6. The results of this table show, that during the first period selected, the 
collections amounted toRs. 1,58,438-i-O, and duringthelast to Rs.2,44,887-3-0, 
the latter exceeding the former by Rs. 86,449-2-0, and the average of botli 
combined amounting to Rs. 41,371-3-91; that the total abatements made in 
the average of the ten years amount to Rs. 1,873-2-41, and additions to 
Rs. 4,642-2-50, making the Uen Junta the present year Rs. 44,051. To this 
sum, however, is to be added Rs. 1,055-2-0 on account of Sivaee Junta, which 
is a separate levy, making the total revenue to amount to Rs. 45,096-2-0, the 
first item of A No. 1. The Kists are four in number, the three first being 
nearly equal *10 amount, but the last larger; an arrangement made in order 
to lessen the burthen imposed upon the Ryuts, by giving them a longer period 
to realize the revenue, and thus enabling them in a great measure to avoid the 
necessity of having recourse to money-lenders. The persons who have engaged 
to become security for the above sum are two wealthy and respectable Sliroffs 
of Nandod, and I have no apprehension whatever that they will fail to fulfil the 
agreement they have entered into. As the nature of the Fuel Zamin security 
taken from each village is foreign to the subject of my present letter, I shall 
delay remarking upon it until I am enabled to report upon the measures which 
appear best calculated to preserve the future peace and quiet of the country, 
merely observing that Bhatt security has already been taken from most of the 
villages, in order to prevent the loss of lime which would have occurred had I 
not taken advantage of the favourable opportunity which presented itself for 
my doing so in the general assembly of the Patels and Ryuts which took place 
for the purpose of settling their revenue. 

7. I have now explained, as clearly as it is in my power, the manner in 
which the Nandod Purguna has been assessed, which will preclude the necessity 
of but few remarks upon that of the other Purgunas, which have all been settled 
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upon principles the same, but with a few variations in the details, which circum¬ 
stances rendered requisite. It is, however, now necessary to state the measures 
which were taken to ascertain the actual resources and condition of every 
village before its revenue for this year was finally fixed. 

8. It is peihiips needless to observe, that the information above mentioned 
could, for the most part, alone be sought for through the medium of Native 
agency; accordingly one of the first steps taken on my arrival in Rajpeepla 
was to depute as trusty and qualified a person as could be met with, 
W'ith the requisite number of assistants, into each of the Purgunas, with 
directions to make inquiri?s upon the following points connected with the 
condition of each village :—Ist. To ascertain the Ruckbah or whole quantity 
of land belonging to each village; the proportion this year under cultivation ; 
that waste, and that Kaclee Kotur or land rendered unserviceable by rivers, 
nullas, and tanks, and including Gockur or grazing grounds. 2nd. The 
quantity of Tulput or Government land in each village; of this how much 
was Kale or black soil; how much w'as Gorat or light brown soil, and how 
much was Morah or stony and hilly ground; and at the same time dividing 
each of these into three further sub-divisions, separating the total amount of 
each into three classes with reference to their fertility and capability of pro¬ 
duction. 3rJ. The quantity of Nadi Jiati or ground cultivated in the bed 
of the River Nerbudcla. \lli. The quantity of Wanta or Geerasia land. 
bth. The quantity of Khahiideea land (specifying, 1st, the proportion of this 
which is Pusaita or land granted to Zumindars, Patels, &c. ^jc, in Inam ; 
2nd, the proportion of Wazeefah or land granted away in pensions during the 
time of the Moguls ; 3rd, the proportion of Vachun or lands sold; and 4th, the 
proportion of Udhanecoo or land mortgaged), bth. The quantity of Butama- 
nea or land at present enjoyed by j)ersons having no right to it. llh, and 
lastly, the number of houses in each village, in order to give some data for 
guessing the population of each. 

9. Such were in part the instructions issued by this Government to the 
above persons, and provided they can be considered to have been executed with 
tolerable fidelity and diligence, every information that could be wished for 
relative to the present ability of each village to pay its proper share of the 
expenses of the State has been acquired. To ensure this desirable point, the 
precautionary measures were taken of requiring’the Mehtas, prior to their 
proceeding upon the duty assigned to them, to furnish security for the faithful 
and implicit performance of their instructions, and of warning them of the 
consequences of suitable punishment following the detection of any fraud or 
deception having been committed, added to which the accounts of each village 
have been attested by the principal Patels and Tulatees, who hold themselves 
responsible for the correctness of the accounts they have rendered, and who 
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were also individually examined by myself on tlie same point. These measures, 
it may be presumed, have acted as a check against any very gross deceptions 
having been practised, but the little time which could be allowed for the 
information to be obtained in (owing to the advanced state of the season 
rendering it necessary that a speedy adjustment of the revenue should be 
effected) will not justify more confidence being placed in the results of the 
inquiries made, further than that they are, generally speaking, accurate and 
correct. 

10. The statement marked C No. 1 will place, in a still more clear and 
satisfactory point of view than the above observaTions, the nature and extent 
of the inquii ies which have been instituted. This table contains the results of 
the labours of the persons employed to ascertain the condition of the several 
villages in the Nandod Purguna, added to that of my own inquiries. Its results 
show, Igt, that the whole quantity of Ruckbah or land belonging to the twenty- 
eight Government villages in this Purguna is 16,153 Koombas and a fraction, 
of which about 10,167, or nearly two-thirds, is this year under cultivation, and 
the remainder either waste or Kadee Kotur; 2nd, it shows the total amount 
of the several sorts of Tulput land this year cultivated to be 4,831 Koombas, 
something less than a moiety of the whole quantity returned as cultivated; 
3rd, the amount of Wanta or Geerasia land to be 724-3 Koombas; 4th, the 
total amount of the several kinds of Khahudeea land to be 4,474 Koombas, 
an amount very nearly equalling that of the Government land; 5th, the 
amount of 'Jiuiamunee land to be 138-1-i Koombas; 6th and lastly, the 
total number ijf houses to be 3,245, of which 1,278 comprises the Kusbah or 
Town of Nandod. It was in reference to this statement, and that containing 
the average amount of the 10 years’ collections before observed upon, that the 
revenue of the Nandod Purguna has been fixed at Rs. 45,096-2-0 for the 
present year; and, although I cannot say its amount is so small as conld have 
been wished, or in exact proportion to the ability of the Purguna, yet after it 
has been paid, a greater proportion of the fruits of the labour of its inhabit¬ 
ants will doubtless remain to them, than that which they have enjoyed in 
past years. 

11. The second item contained in Statement A No. 1, or Rs. 16,758, is the 
revenue fixed for this year upon the Ponota or Wurreeta Purguna. This 
district is for the most part situated on the southern bank of the Nerbudda, 
and is adjoining to the district of Nandod. It consists of thirty-three villages, 
of which twenty-five belong to the Government, two are Chotuck, and the 
remaining six Doomala. Tw’o tables, nearly similar to those I have already 
explained, have been drawn out, bearing reference to the Government villages * 
of this Purgtma. The first of these, marked D No. 1, differs from B No. 1 only 
so far that the average amount Of the collections is taken for nine instead of 
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ten years, as I could not obtain any account of those made in this Purguna in 
Sumvut 1855 (or a. d. 1797). Its results show, that during the first period, 
the collections amounted to Rs. 62,530, and during the last to Rs. 1,38,158-2-0; 
the latter exceeding the former by Rs. 75,638-2-0, and the average of both 
combined amounting to Rs. 22,356-0-48|. The abatements made are 
Rs. 7,419-3-761, and additions Rs. 495-3-28, leaving the revenue of the present 
year to be (exclusive of Rs. 1,000 on account of Sivaee Jama) Rs. 15,758. 
The Kists are four in number, and a respectable Bramin and Shroff residing 
in the Sinnor Purguna have become security for their punctual payment. For 
information upon minor points, I beg leave to refer you to the column of 
remarks and explanations. 

12. The second statement referring to this Purguna and marked E No. 1, 
differs in no respect from that of C No. 1, but affords the most satisfactory 
proof of the necessity which existed for making so considerable a deduction 
in the average amount of the nine years’ collections. Its results show that the 
Ruchhah attaclied to the twenty-seven Government villages is 21,718-3-2 
Koombas, of which only 3,571, a proportion less than one-sixth of the whole, 
is this year cultivated, the remainder being waste or unfit for cultivation. The 
proportion of the above which is Government land, is about 1,285 Koombas, 
a little more than one-third of the whole; 435 Koombas is Wanta; and the 
remainder (with the exception of 18 Koombas unlawfully held) is Khabudeea, 
The total number of houses of twenty-four villages (three being waste) is 1,077. 
These results afford at once sufficient evidence of the reduced condition of the 
resources of this Purguna, and that with proper care they «nay in time be 
gradually increased and improved. 

13. The third item of A No, 1, or Rs. 17,010-3-50, is the revenue of 
this year assessed upon the Bhalode, or (as it is sometimes called) the Aveeda 
Purguna, It is likewise situated on the banka of the Nerbudda, and ad¬ 
joins the Wurreetee district. It consists of seventeen villages, all of which 
(w'ith the exception of one which is Doomala) belong to the Government. 
Two tables, exactly corresponding to those already observed upon, are trans¬ 
mitted, bearing reference to this Purguna. The first of these marked F No. 1, 
shows that during the first period, the collections amounted to Rs. 1,01,308, 
and during the last to Rs. 1,43,804; the latter exceeding the former by 
Rs. 42,496, and the average of both being Rs, 24,860-0-17. It must be 
remarked here, that this average might at first sight appear erroneous, as it 
would not, if multiplied by ten, produce the exact amount of the ten years’ 
collections, or Rs. 2,45,112. This circumstance, however, arises from the 
collections of one or two of the villages of this district not being procurable for 
the full period of ten years, in which case the average of the actual number 
of years procured was of necessity taken. This remark will suffice to account 
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for any trifling differences of the kind alluded to, which may be found in the 
several enclosures of my letters. The abatements made in the average amount 
of this Purguna are Rs. 8,999-1-30, and additions Rs. 141-0-63, leaving for 
this year’s revenue Rs. 16,010-3-50, to which is to be added the sum of 
Rs. 1,000 Sivaee or extra Juma. This is to be paid in the same number of 
Kists as the revenue of the other Purgunas, as nearly equal in amount as the 
above sura could be divided, and for the regular payment of which the 
Potdaree established by this Government has become security. 

14. The second statement, marked G No. 1, relating to this district, is 
similar in every respect to tliose marked C and E. It shows that the whole 
Ruckbah of the seventeen Government villages amounts to 8,928-2 Koorabas, 
of which 4,955-3, or about J J of the whole, is now under cultivation, and 
the remainder waste or incapable of being brought under the plough. Of 
this only a little more than one-fifth is Government land, the remainder being 
returned either as Wanta or Khabudeea land. The number of houses in the 
seventeen villages is only 944. 

15. The three next items of A No. 1 are, 1st, Rs. 11,000 the amount of 
this year’s revenue settled upon the Gowalee Purguna; 2nd, Rs. 12,005 or 
that fixed upon the Jugreca district; and 3rd, Rs. 7,001 or that settled 
upon the Jubboogaum Purguna. The number of the villages in these three 
districts being small, the details of the revenue fixed upon each have been 
drawn outtogethcr, in two tables similar to those I have observed upon, but divid¬ 
ed into three.parts for facility of reference. The district of Gowalee is close 
to that of Rroach on the western, and to that of Bhalode on the eastern side; 
it consists of only five villages, but the land belonging to them is much more 
fertile and productive than of any others belonging to the Rajpeepla State, 
which in some degree makes up for the deficiency. They all belong to the 
Government, and the first part of the Statement marked II No. 1 shows, that 
the amount of revenue collected from them during the first period amounted 
to Rs. 45,640, and during the last to Rs. 79,638-3-0; the latter exceeding the 
former by Rs. 33,898-3-0, and the average of both added together amount¬ 
ing to Rs. 12,527-3-50. From this sum, abatements have been made of 
Rs. 2,054-1-50, and an increase of Rs. 40-2-0, making the revenue of this year 
(inclusive of Rs. 486 Sivaee Juma) to be Rs. 10,514. This is to be paid in 
four equal Kists, for which a Shroff residing in Nandod has become security. 

16. The condition of this Purguna is shown in the first part of the table 
marked I No. 1, which makes its whole Ruckbah to amount to 2,321-3-24 
Koombas, of which 575, or a little more than one-third, is this year cultivated. 
Of the cultivated ground, about half is returned as Government land, and the 
remainder either as Wanta or Khabudeea land. The number of its houses 
are 322. 
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17. The Jugreea Purguna consists of seven villages, all of which belong to 
the Government. There are no authenticated accounts extant of the collections 
made from them during the period selected of Ajebsing’s reign, but their 
amount during the last five years, as shown by the second part of the State¬ 
ment H No. 1, is Rs. 82,702, or on an average Rs. 18,540-1-60 per annum. 
The abatement from that amount is Hs. 4,535-1-60, leaving Rs. 12,005 as 
the measuie for the present year, to be paid in four equal Kists, and for which 
good security has been obtained. 

18. Its condition is shown by the second part of I No. 1, which makes its 
entire Ruckbah to be 2,704 Koombas, of which only 663-1-1 i, or about one- 
fourth, has this year been cultivated. Of this about two-thirds are returned as 
Government land, and the remainder as Khabudeea. The total number of 
houses is returned at 457. 

19. The Jubboogaum, or as it is now more commonly called, the Loona 

Purguna, is situated in a SW. direction from Nandod, and is close to the 
district of VVusravee, belonging to the Gaekwar Government. It consists of 
fifteen villages, all of which belong to the Government, but two of them are 
Chotuck, or assessed separately from the Purguna. I was also unable to 
olrtain any account of the collections levied from it during tlie first period 
selected, but those of the last five years are exhibited in the third part oif 
H No. 1, and amount to Rs. 45,506-2-0, or on an average to Rs. 9,101-1-20, 
from which a remission to the amount of Rs. 2,100-1-28 has of necessity been 
made in the amount fixed for the current year. *. 

20. The condition of this district is shown by the third part of the State¬ 
ment I No. 1, which difiers nothing from those which preceded it, except in 
the measurement of the land, which in this Purguna is in Beegas and Biswas, 
and not in Koombas. This shows its total amount of Ruckbah to be 5,958 
Beegas, of which only 658, or less than one-eighth, are this year cultivated. 
About two-fifths of this is returned as Government land, and the remainder 
as either Wanta or Khabudeea: the number of houses is 282. The whole 
of this Purguna was formerly granted in Inatn to the relations of the Raja 
of Rajpeepla, but was subsequently resumed; they, however, have still the 
right of enjoying a small per-centage of jts gross revenue, which point was 
not disregarded in making the assessment for the present year. 

21. The seventh item of No. 1, or Rs. 12,023, is the revenue settled upon 
the district of Ruttonpoor, or (as it is also called) Pudall, one of the largest 
Purgunas belonging to this State, but which in consequence of its very dis¬ 
tressed and rfeduced condition is unable to hear a higher amount than the 
above. I do not deem it necessary to annex a statement of the amount of 
10 years’ collections, similar to those of the former Purgunas, for although 
such are in my possession, and will prove of use in the examination of the 
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Gaekwar debt, yet from the cause already mentioned, they afforded but a poor 
basis upon which to fix the revenue of the present year. A statement somewhat 
different from the rest has been drawn out, marked K No. 1, a reference to 
which will show more clearly than words can express, its miserable situation. 
This district consists of no less than sixty-four villages, of which forty-nine be¬ 
long to the Government, one is at present unlawfully in the possession of the 
Gaekwar Government, and the remaining fourteen are Doomala. The above 
statement refers exclusively to the first class of villages, and shows that seven 
of these are now waste entirely, and three others waste, but a part of their lands 
cultivated by cultivators from other villages. Of the remainder I was able to 
obtain an accurate account of the condition of only twenty-three, the rest being 
in such a wretched state, as to defy the greatest industry and diligence to 
procure details, upon the principles laid down. The results of the amounts 
obtained of the twenty-three villages, will speak for the condition of the whole 
district, returning their whole Riickbah at 15,711 Beegas, of which only 
1,665, or about one-ninth, are now under cultivation, and of which more than 
one-third is either Wanta or Kbabiideea land: the number of houses of the 
thirty-eight inhabited villages is only 890. For the manner in which the present 
year’s revenue has been distributed upon the different villages, the name of 
the person who has become security for its payment, and explanatory remarks, 
I beg leave to refer you to the statement itself, and shall only remark the 
ample proof it furnishes of the great mismanagement and oppression which 
must have t^fken place prior to its falling into such a condition. 

22. The three remaining items contained in A No. 1 are, 1st, the revenue 
expected to be derived from the Gora Purguna, or Rupees 1,682 ; 2nd, that from 
the Gurreswer Purguna, or Rupees 1,799; and 3rd, that from the Khuntal 
Purguna, or Rupees 1,681. These three districts are entirely inhabited by 
Bheels, wbo are, however, generally speaking, peaceably disposed, and cultiva¬ 
tors of the soil. I have not, however, entered into the same minute inquiry as 
to their condition, as has been done in respect to the other Purgunas, not only 
from the fear of exciting their jealousy and suspicions, but also because the 
ancient mode of assessing them was according to the number of bullocks in 
each, upon which a tax varying in^amount is levied, and not upon the Koomba 
or Beega, which custom has still been adhered to. I have therefore merely 
drawn out statements exhibiting the number of Government villages in each, 
the names of their respective Patels or Wussawas, the number of Chapras or 
huts in each, and the amount of revenue each is to pay during the present 
year. 

23. The Gora Purguna is the most easterly of all the Rajpeepla districts, 
and consists of twenty-«iine villages, eighteen of which belong to the Govern¬ 
ment, and the remaining eleven are Doomala’. The statement marked L No. 1 



541 


exhibits the information re^ardiii!;' it alluded to in the last paragra])li. Tlie 
Giirresvver Piirgmia is situated uj)on the northern banks of tlie Nerbudda, ad¬ 
joining to the district of Tullukwara, fornieily belonging to this State, but now 
in tfie jjosscssion of the Gackwar Gov(!*’nment. It is in a very distressed situa¬ 
tion, many of its villages being now in tiic entire possession of, and the whole 
district greatly harassed and annoyed by, the Mehwasees, who reside in 
Tullukwara: it consists of forty-four villages, of which twenty-seven belong 
to the Government, and tbc remaining seventeen ai’e either Doomala, or 
in tbe possession of the Mehwasees. The statement marked M No. 1 ex¬ 
hibits tbc names of tlic former, of wdiicli eleven are now waste, and tbe number 
of bouses in those wliieli are inliaijited, altogetlier amounting to only 297. 
Tbe Kliimthal, or (as it is also sometimes called) the Amlotba Piir- 
gima, is situated to tbe southward and westward of Nandod, close to the 
mountainous districts of Uaj[)ecplu. Its inhabitants are peaceably disposed, but 
much addicted to drunkenness, a circumstance arising from their district 
abounding in Mahudab or Mowra trees, ^ybicll enables them to ])rocnrc with 
great facility tbe intoxicating sj)irit distilled from tbe berry of that tree, the 
deleterious etrects of w'hieli arc visibly depicted upon theii' countenances. It 
consists of forty-two villages, eighteen of which are Doomala, and the .remain¬ 
ing twenty-four belong to the Government, of which, however, eiglit arc now 
waste. 'J’he statement marked N No. 1 sliovvs the names of these, and the 
miuiber of huts in each, amounting in all to 194. No security has been 
obtained for the amount of revenues settled ujion these three Piirgunas, which 
will therefore be collected by Mehtas; nor has any Fael Zaniin security as yet 
been taken from them, which wdll, however, be obtained as soon as possible. 

24. 1 have now come to the conclusion of my remarks upon the detail 

of the 1st item of the enclosure alluded to in the 3rd paragraph of my letter. 
It will be observed that the roveiiucs settled upon the ten Purgunas this year, 
is, comparatively speaking, low in amount; but I am positively certain, that 
nutvvithstandiug the large abatements made generally in the average amount 
of tbe ten years’ collections, (and which combined have reduced tbc revenue 
of this year considerably more than Hs. 100,090 below that of tbe past year) 
tbe amount will be realized with great dilliculty ; so much has the population 
of this country been diminished by the emigrations of last year, and so 
miserably poor are those composing that part of it vvliicb had the patience to 
endure the c.xaetioiis then made, vvliieh I regret to say occasioned the death of 
more than one man by tbe measures which were had recourse to to extort 
tl'.em. I trust, therefore, the temporary sacrifice this year made by the Go¬ 
vernment, will be considered not only as a measure of necessity, but also of 
policy, as it may confidently be expected that it will eventually be repaid by 
the increase it will hereafter cause in the resources of the State, by_ improving 
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the coiitHtion of its subjects. It may, perhaps, be considered, that my 
inquiries have been too extended and minute, and I must confess had I been 
in the first instance aware of the time, and I may add labour, which has on 
this account been employed in making them, I should have adopted a more 
general, though perhaps not so satisfactory a plan, as the guide of my 
proceeding's; now, however, that the objects in view have been partly accom¬ 
plished, I trust the mode which has been pursued will give the greater 
satisfaction, not only as affording the fullest evidence that could have been 
obtained of the actual condition of the country at the present moment, but 
at the same time furnishing the surest grounds for forming an opinion of the 
future improvement which may be anticipated gradually to ensue. 

25. The second item of enclosure No. 1, or Us. 4,051, is the amount of 
revenue expected to be derived this year from the whole of the Hill Purgunas 
of Rajpeepla collectively. I have not as yet been able to obtain any very 
satisfactory particulars of their condition in detail; the above small amount, 
however, to be collected, and that with dilliculty,from so large a tract of country, 
proves their sjtuation to be in the extreme of poverty and desolation. I shall 
endeavour hereafter to obtain more precise information upon this point, and 
shall merely now remark, that these Purgunas are sixteen in number,and formerly 
comprised upwards of 450 villages, the names of at least three-fourths of which 
)iow alone remain. Enclosure No. 2 exhibits the names of these Purgunas, 
of which six are now entirely waste; the names of the principal Bheel Wussawas 
residing in qflch of those which are partly inhabited; the revenue assessed upon 
each; and the direction and distance at which they are situated from Nandod ; 
which, however, cannot be supposed to aim at more than general accuracy. 

26. The succeeding item of Enclosure No. 1, amounting to Rs. 4,510 is the 
revenue this year fixed upon nine Cliotuck villages belonging to this State. 
The word signifies “separate,” “distinct,” and is a term applied to such villages 
as, from any cause, fnay have been at any time set apart from the other 
villages of the several Purgunas, either to defray the private expenses of the 
Raja, or those of his relations and de|iendants, but which, reverting to the 
State by the demise of those for whose use they were originally appropriated, 
still continue separate. Enclosure No. 3 exhibits the names of these villages, 
and the Purgunas in whicli they are situated ; the names of their Patels or 
Wussawas; the amount of revenue settled ui)on each, and the names of the 
persons who have become security for its payment; as well as the names of the 
Bhalts who have become security for the good conduct of five of the villages—■ 
security for the rem.aining four not having as yet been obtained. 

27. The fourth item of the same enclosure, amounting to Rs. 2,676, is the 
revenue expected to be derived from the Khanage Teragnt land possessed by 
this State in the districts of Nandod, Jugreea, and Gowalee. This, as its 
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name denotes, is land set apart for private purposes, and is mostly Baghat, or 
land adapted for gardens, given away by Indian rulers to their dependants, 
or more frequently appropriated by them for their own use. The above sum is 
this year to he raised from laud of this class, which has again become Govern¬ 
ment property by the death of those to whom it was originally granted. This 
source of revenue has continued to form a separate collection from that of the 
general Juma since Sumvut 1821, or A. D.17G4, at the time when Rajpeepla was 
partly partitioned by Treaty between Damajee Uao Gaekwar and Ryesingjee, 
then Raja, by the third Article of which the Raja stipulated that none of his 
Khanoi rights should be interfered with. At that time it amounted to about 
7,000 Rupees annually, and in that of his successor, Ajebsing, to 3,500 rupees; 
from which it may be anticipated that this will gradually increase with the 
other resources of Rajpeepla in time to come. 

28. The fifth item, or Rs. 1,301, is the revenue expected to be derived from 
another sort of land belonging to this Government, known by the name of 
Seeran. Its origin is reported to be as follows:—During the reign.of Jeet 
Sing, Raja of Rajpeepla, and grandfather of Ryesingjee, the different mem¬ 
bers of the Raja’s family had amassed together considerable wealth in ready 
money. This attracted the avaricious mind of the Raja, who turned bis atten¬ 
tion towards finding out some plan by which he might eventually become 
possessed of their treasure, and at the same time without sustaining any loss of 
character. He concealed his object, and finally succeeded in obtaining it by 
pursuading many of his relations and dependants to purchasti with their 
wealth Government laud, pointing out to them the greater security of landed 
to personal property. By this advice the crafty Raja obtained a considerable 
sum of ready money, and the land now known by the appellation of Seeran is 
the same which was at the time purchased by his advice, but which has since 
reverted to the State by the death of the original purchasers, by whose names 
it is in many instances now distinguished. It received the above name from 
having been bought by the Raja’s relations to furnish them with a future 
maintenance; Seeran being the plural of Seer, one of the meanings of which 
is, a maintenance or provision. In other parts of Guzerat, land of this kind is 
known by the name of Sheerdn, Sheerzhan, and Churzhan-, and in Kattywar by 
that of Cheerdan. 

29. The sixth and seventh items of this enclosure, the one amounting to 
Rs. 4,74&-2-0, and the other toRs, 4,511, are the sums expected to be received 
from the Doomala villages under this Government, the first as revenue, and the 
second as a 'Nuzzur, levied on account of the accession of a new Raja to the 
sovereignty of the State. They are, however, only estimated for the present, 
and may either exceed or fall short in their amount, as the condition of these 
villages has not yet been fully ascertained, nor the tenures by which they are 
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held exaniiiled into, upon which two points the increase or decrease which 
will ensue depends. I shall therefore delay forwarding such particulars 
regarding them as I am now in possession of, until proper inquiry has rendered 
them more authentic; merely now observing, that in the ten lower Purgunas 
of Rajpeepla alone, they amount to eighty in number. 

30. The succeeding item is the revenue this year fixed upon the village 
of Kunalee, situated on the northern bank of the Nerbudda, in the vicinity 
of Chanood. The whole of this village was foi’merly enjojed by this 
Government, but half was wrested from it by the Gaekwar Government, and 
bestowed by it in Inain to different Bramius, who now enjoy it. It is now 
in a very distressed state (which will account for its revenue being so small), 
being much distressed by the Mehwasees residing in its vicinity, with whom 
it has contracted heavy debts. 

31. 'I'he ninth item, or Rs. 3,500, is the amount for which the corndian 
mines of Rajpeepla have this year been farmed. I have at present nothing 
further to add to the information contained in my memorandum relative to 
this source of revenue, except that the exclusive right of working these mines 
has been given for the present year, by this Government, to the village of 
Limmodra, by which it was formerly enjoyed; the two recent establishments I 
there stated to have been farmed, having proved by experience to be a loss 
rather than a gain to the State. 

32. The tenth item, amounting to Rs. 6,705, is the revenue expected to be 
this year reaTized from the customs levied upon goods and timber exported and 
impprted from and into Rajpeepla. I have in my possession the materials 
for showing the details of these collections and the different rates of the im¬ 
posts levied, which vary at almost every Naha. These I shall hereafter forward, 
whenever I can find the requisite time to arrange them. For the present. 
Enclosure No. 4 will suffice; exhibiting the names of the different places at 
which customs are levied, the names of the persons who have undertaken the 
farm of some of them, and the amount for which in some cases security has 
been obtained, and in others expected to be realized from each. By farming 
this source of revenue wherever it was practicable, the most has been made 
of it, as the expenses of collection are saved, and the rates to be levied from 
each Naha being fixed, no. exaction or extra levy can easily be made upon 
the merchants. With reference to the suggestion contained in the 13th para¬ 
graph of my letter to your address dated the 30th ultimo, the four first items 
contained in this enclosure may be adduced as proof to the Gaekwar Govern¬ 
ment, that it does not profit by retaining the half share of the customs of the 
four principal Purgunas, the Raja’s share having this year only produced the 
sum of Rs. 2,658, and the Gaekwar Government allowing the Raja, for its 
B.h&re, the sum of Rupees 3,000, or Ruj>ee.s 342 beyond that sum. 
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33. The sBcceeding item is the sum for which the exclusive privilege of 
cutting firewood in the forest of Ruttunpoor has been farmed this year. The 
farmer reimburses himself by levying a small impost upon every cart-load 
that is taken away by persons resorting there from Broach, Uklasur, Wus- 
ravee, and the neighbouring districts. 

34. The twelfth item, amounting to Rs. 12,374-2-75, are the Tora Geeras 
rights due to this State from the territories of the British Government as they 
were levied last year. I have the honour to annex copy of a letter and its 
enclosure I have received from the Collector of Broach, dated the 11 th instant, 
in reply to my letter to him of the 24th ultimo, upon the subject of these rights 
as far as relates to the districts under his jurisdiction. From this it will be 
observed, that their total amount from the three Purgunasof Ilansot, Uklasur, 
and Broach, after deducting tlie customary Inams given to certain Desaees 
and Patels, is Rs. 11,155-2-75. I am directed, in the 34th paragraph of 
your letter of instructions for niy guidance, to investigate these rights. The 
above sum, however, recpiires no further inquiry, as it exactly corresponds in its 
total amount and its details with a statement I had previous to its receipt' 
received from this Government. A claim for Furfurmaish from the above 
districts was however made, consisting of such articles as are included in the 
term, such as grass and firewood, thread, bides, Chupains oil, goats, &c. &c.; 
but I have intimated tliat these will not in future be admitted, interfering as tliey. 
do with the general spirit of the arrangement now to be made of the right 
being paid in ready money from the public treasury witliout tire proprietor 
exercising any direct interference with the villages over which it exists. This 
intimation, added to the doubtful nature of the claim itself, has caused it to be 
witlidrawn, and the above arrangement to be acceded to without any further 
demur. This State claims a similar right upon the Oolpar Purguna, to the 
amount of Rs. 1,557; but I have only given it credit for Rs. 1,219 for the 
present year, as only that amount was paid last year, and in the mean time have 
written a letter on the subject to the Collector at Surat. I take this opportuni¬ 
ty of reporting that further claims have been brought forward, of a similar 
nature, upon the territories of the late Peisliwa in Kandeish, which I shall have 
the honour further to report upon, after the requisite investigation has been 
entered into. 

35. The thirteenth item is the amount of Tora Geeias dues claimed from 

the territories of llis Highness the Gaekwar, and amount to Rs. 1,616. These 
require no remark, as I have already reported upon them in the 20th para, of my 
letter of the 30th ultimo. I have deemed it right to include them in the revenue 
of the present year, until it is decided whether the recommendation I have 
made regarding them is to be followerl, or. any other mode which may bo 
deemed more preferable. , 
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36. The two following items are, 1st, Rs. 18,579, the amount of a Nuzzer- 
ana to be this year levied on accountofthe Raja’s accession; and 2nd, Rs. 1,410, 
presented on the day that event took place. Being directed in the 2nd para* 
of Mr. Warden’s letter, dated the 30th of November last, to exercise my own 
judgment upon the subject of levying this Nuzzerana, I beg leave to observe, 
that 1 have deemed it necessary to recommend that it should not be generally 
levied all over the country the present year, owing to its distressed condition. 
The amount now to be raised has been divided impartially and according to the 
ability of each person contributing towards it amongst the wealthier classes 
of the Raja’s subjects, such as the head Zumindars and Patels, the Karbarees 
and Karkoons of Government, Merchants, Shroffs, &c. &c., who will not be 
distressed in consequence of the levy ; but it is proposed that the levying any 
Nuzzerana from the Ryuts should at least be delayed for the present year. 
This arrangement will not only prove beneficial to those for whose benefit it is 
adopted, but eventually so to the Government, as the former will be better 
able to pay a much larger amount hereafter than now, not only from the im¬ 
provement which, it is to be hoped, will take place in their condition, but also 
from the return of the greater part of those who abandoned their homes 
during the late oppressive rule of the Gaekwar Government. 

37. Thesixteenth item, or Rs. 20,000, is the amount which it is estimated will 
be recovered by the Government from the resumptions of Khabudeea land, or 
land at present enjoyed by persons having no right to it, but who have become 
possessed of it incident to the late unsettled times. Investigations are now in 
progress, carried on upon principles of justice, and I have very little doubt but 
that the result will prove at least the Government to be entitled to the above 
amount, as upon reference to the four tables marked C, E, G, and 1 No. 1 it 
will be observed that no less than upwards of 10,416 Koombas are returned 
as Khabudeea land by the village accounts of the six Purgunas to which 
these documents refer, independent of nearly 2,000 Koombas of Wanta or 
Geerasia land. 

38. The seventeenth item, or Rs. 3,784-0-48, is the amount which it is 
calculated will be derived from the Wutta, or exchange.upon such part of the 
revenue of Rajpeepla as is paid in the Broach currency, the rupees current at 
Nandod being the Babashye. The exchange between these two currencies 
varies at Nandod from 4 to 8 per cent., upon which data the above sum 
has been estimated. 

39. The four following items are, 1st, Rs. 200 on account of Roz Moh- 
sullee ; 2nd, Rs. 2,000 on account of Dund Furozee, or fines and amerciaments; 
3rd, Rs. 2,300 on account of interest upon Government money, and two per 
cent. Potdaree, to be cut from the chits or notes drawn upon the Potdar; 
ft.Qd 4th, Rs. 198 on account of Kullell Bhutee, or licenses granted to the 
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venders of spirituous liquor. These petty sources of emoluments derived by 
Native Governments are too well known to require any remark; they have 
in the present instance been estimated on a low scale, which will render it 
improbable that the actual amount, which will this year be realized on their 
account, will fall short of that which has been calculated. 

40. The twenty-second item, or Rs. 9,107, are the deductions allowed to this 
State by the Gaekwar Government, alluded to in the 11th and seven following 
paragraphs of my letter dated the 30th ultimo, to which, for its particulars, 
I beg leave to refer you. It cannot, however, be considered a regular resource, 
but is included with those of the present year until the amount of the tribute 
has been fixed which in future is to be paid to the Gaekwar Government. 
Tlie concluding item of Rupees 50,000 lias also been included in the resources 
of the present year, being the amount to be advanced by the Potdar beyond 
the regular receipts of the State, of which stipulation, it will, I fear, be 
absolutely necessary to take advantage to the fullest extent. 

41. I have now come to the conclusion of my observations upon the 
important subject of my letter, and having made them so freely and fully upon 
the different sources of revenue in succession, precludes the necessity for 
many observations of a general nature. The total amount exhibited is more 
than I had anticipated could have been raised, but under ordinary circum¬ 
stances 1 do not apprehend any serious defalcations will appears the end of 
the year. The amount is heavy for the country to bear in its present situation, 
but great care has been bestowed in its distribution, and ao more than 
Rs. 43,000 of the regular resources (leaving out of the question the amount 
to be advanced by the Potdar) will be levied from those who, generally 
speaking, do not pay any direct revenue, the remainder will fall lightly upon 
the country generally, in comparison with what they have been made to bear 
of late years. The tables and several documents accompanying my letter, 
afford ample proof of the capability which exists of the resources being 
gradually im|)roved to a very considerable extent under proper care and 
management. This remark does not apply to any particular resource, but to 
all alike, all having in a greater or less degree been diminished by the 
oppression and exactions of the last five years, 

42. In conclusion I have to inform you, that I am npw preparing a draft 
of the future expenses of the Rajpeepla State, which I .«hall hand up for your 
consideration as soon as ready, after which it will be practicable to make 
assignments upon the revenue of this year, in the manner which may be 
considered mqst advisable, in ])art liquidation of the public debts. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

Camp Nandod, 19f/i January 1822. 
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' Revenue Department. 

From A. Burnett, Esq., CoHector of Broach, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant Resident, Nandod. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
24th ultimo, and to enclose a Statement of Tora Geeras collected from the 
districts under this Collectorate on account of the Rajpeepla State. 

I have further to acquaint you that the collections on account of Tora Geeras 
were made by my predecessors since the year 1814-15, and the exact amount 
paid to the inhabitants of Sin^poor village is Rupees (21,2G7-3-b‘2) twenty-one 
thousand two hundred and sixty-seven, ihiee quarters, and sixty-two rcas. 

1 have, See. 

(Signed) A. Buhnett, Collector. 

Uroach Collector's Office, Wlh January 1822. 


A Statement of the fired Annual Amount collected from the Districts under the 
Colleclorshlp of Broach on account of Tora (Jeeras to the RaJpeeijla State; 
showing the yearly amount deducted for the payment of the usual Tnams to 
the DesoMS, tS'c.; us also the exact sum deducted for the payment of the losses 
sustaince^y the Inhabitants of Sinypoor Villaye in the attach made upon 
their Village in the year 1813. 


Broach Pcrguna. 


Neckora .. 

• • 

• * 

• 

.. Baroda Rs. 300 

0 

0 

Sookulturath 

• • 

• • 

• • 

344 

0 

0 

Shukerpoor 

• • 

• • 

• 

G79 

0 

0 

Borbhata .. 

• • 

• • 

•• 

95 

0 

0 

Uklesur Purguna. 




Sunyalla .. 


• • 


.. 31 

0 

0 

Urvadar .. 


• « 

• 

31 

0 

0 

Pardee Mookha 


• » 

• 

16 

0 

0 

Bhaddee .. 


• • 

• 

12 

0 

0 

Singpoor .. 


• • 

• • 

101 

0 

0 

Suffeepoora 


• • 

• • 

11 

0 

0 

Alonge 


• • 

• • 

31 

0 

0 

Peepror .. 



* 

31 

0 

0 


Carried over..B. Rs. 1,(382 0 0 
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Brought overt .Baroda Hs. 1,682 0 0 

tiANSOT PuRGUNA. 


Geeras Demand. Net Demahd. 


Outiyadra.. 

4,841 

0 

0 

88 

0 

0 

396 

1 

0 

Obha 

1,198 

3 50 

81 

3 

0 

1,117 

0 50 

Soonovv Khoord .. 

559 

0 

0 

35 

1 

0 

523 

3 

0 

Mothiya .. 

678 

0 

0 

20 

3 

0 

657 

1 

0 

Undadra .. 

412 

3 

75 

14 

3 

0 

398 

0 

75 

Barodra .. 

892 

0 

0* 

47 

3 

0 

844 

1 

0 

Ellow 

781 

0 

50 

64 

3 

0 

716 

1 

50 

Pundory .. 

363 

0 

75 

65 

3 

0 

297 

1 

75 

Malunpoor 

768 

0 

50 

64 

1 

50 

713 

3 

0 

A surma .. 

724 

3 

0 

59 

3 

0 

665 

,0 

0 

Soonow Kulan 

884 

2 

0 

109 

0 

0 

775 

2 

0 

Doongra .. 

379 

2 

0 

12 

2 

0 

367 

0 

0 

Balota 

798 

3 

0 • 

66 

2 

0 

732 

1 

0 

Bolao 

778 

0 

25 

61 

2 

0 

716 

2 25 

AValnur 

821 

3 

0 

49 

2 

0 

772 

1 

0 

Deegusli .. 

4 

0 

0 




4 

0 

0 






Bhurvvara.. 

35 

0 

0 




35 

0 

0 

10,563 

o 

o 

25 

831 

3 

50 

9,731 

3 l6 

Kallekhans. 








Wugwan .. 

222 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

221 

3 

0< 

Shehera .. 

97 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

95 

0 

0 


10,883 

2 

25 

834 

3 

50 





Deduct the amount of usual Inams to (he Desaees, &c 


10,048 
11,730 


2 75 
2 76 


Bhoocandas and others 
Sunkerlal Desaee 
Kulian.. 

Sewa Juggoo .. 

Hurra Sonee .. 

Hadgee Khakshaw Peer . .. 

Jahudunshaw Peer 
Taboots 

Bhowaneesnnker Bfckut 
Hansot Jumadars 

Weerbhan and Bhica Dollie Patels 
Jusoobhan Desaee 


175 0 0 
178 0 0 
10 0 0 
18 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 0 . 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
5 0 0 
25 - 0 0 
100 6 0 


Carried over. .B. Rs. 527 


0 0 

0 0 11,730 2 75 


64f 
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Brought over.. Baroda Rs. 527 0 0 11,730 2 75 
Pension. 

Suyud Lall Suyud Noor for one year, at Rs. 4 

per month .. .. .. .. .. 48 0 0 

- 575 0 0 

Balance regularly paid every year to the Selot on produc¬ 
ing the letter from the Resident at Baroda .. .. Rs. 11,155 2 75 


(Signed) A. Buenett, Collector. 
Broach, Collector’s Office, lltA January 1822. 

N. B. The amount paid to the inhabitants of Singpoor 
village for the loss they sustained in the attack made 
upon their village by the troops of Mansingjee .. Rs. 21,267 3 62 



ENCLOSURE No. ]. 

Statement exhibiting a general Abstract of the Resources of the Rajpeepla State, as nearly as can be at present calculated, 

for Summit 1878, or a. d. 1821-22. 
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'No. I Names of the diflferent Resources. Amountofeah. Remarks. 


552 


>> 

a 


d 

Ph 


o 

CO 

o 


ns 

<4^ 

o 

o 

•w 

o 

•SJ1 




S w 

09 

E-o 

C> ^ 

<U -w* 

I- c 

bO a 

ed I 

« 5 

O) (id 

§ 

^ o 

'go 

Ah o . 

* ii -2 
dS S? 

M ►> S 

E S 

•Sq 

•5 g-'-S 
00 » ^ 

5 

n3 ^ *3 


os 
P- C 


o © 

o © 

© 


© 

tCi 




•M 


Cl 

o o 

o © 

o 

Cl 

© 

Cl 

o o 

© 00 


oo 

o 

QO 

o o 

O 9^ 

© 


© 

In. 

Cl o 

cC 


Cl 

© 


of 


cf 

cT 

© 

cT 




Cl 

o 

l-N 




cf 


Cl 


• JR C 

• 2i o 

• 543 

Ui 'd 

CJ o « 

-2 ..S; 

« a> 
d o 

tiQ (M 09 

^ c ^ 

0 3 5 

CSO o 

^ 54>4 2 

o o S 

■4.^ 4.3 'd 

£ § o 
5 o^ 

8 8^3 

GO eS 


0> 

o 


o s : 

.5 n c3 

^ c'2 

I O 
EP^ 
- 0> 

O > rt 

3 s ,2 8 


a. o fe 

t-i o. g 

" o = = 
•S ° -ttO 

H •*.» oa ^ 

|5 


o 

V3 o 

9r^ 

« >%o5d 

»- ^ . 

o 0> CJ 

1'^'^ 

S w 

B 

’ 

09 o rs 

g “ c 

v & os 
.2 §■« 

I 

® S § 

oT 4) O 

I'^'s 

2 e« 

J3 o *; 
W « S 
a § o 
2 § 8 
0 8“* 


: 


o ^ 


of 


r3 

P 

O 


O 

&H 


rP 


C9 

a 
' as 

G» 

'd 

es 


o 

H 

•d 

a 

C5 

Im 

o 




o 8 
a 


r 


GO Oa O *^0) 
1-1 r-i W C^ 


CO 

d4 


C 

0) 

d 

H « 
B OS 
W 

Jli 

t) § 

s. ® 

ffi 

tm CO 
< 


Oh 


d 

a> 

c 

hC 

(/) 


<N 

(N 

oo 







5;33 


ci 

d 

X 

a 

a 

a 

CO 

O 

a 

Q 

w 


•ii 

I 

§ o ^ 

^ « 2 
•“ 2 "is 
6»i e « 

■S S? ^ 
^§;tS S 


§• <3 b 

•S' S 
•« S >> 

g -S •« 

® ^ ? 
■sT « 

s; <%> 

^ ^ ^ 

g ^ A, 

£ 22 " 
tt 
C 

S 

<&» 

2e ^ 


C5 


« 

•?> 


rw 


05 






S^' 

ft ^ 

•i-na 

-I § 

<U 

s 

CO O 
C R 
R 

a ^ 


Qj o 

"ts 
C> , 9 

I S 

CJ O 
2: ^£:i 

s •? 




Oh -2 2 


05 


H s ~ ^ 

•2 O ^ 


i-l 

^ 1^ ' 


R -M 


fO g 


S 

■2 

I 


b -S 
O ft 



a> 

rH 

*s 

>4 0^ 

W 2m 
W 

c 

g 2 

J .2 
tJ w 




-O 

Of 


bO 

c5 


Camp Nandod, \bth January 1822, 






















ENCLOSURE No. 3. 

Statement exhibiting the Names of the nine Chotuck Villages belonging to the Rajpeepla State, the Names of their Patels, 
the Amount of Revenue fxed upon each for the present year, and the Names of the persons who have become Security for its 
Payment, and for the Good Conduct of the Villages., 
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555 



■ (Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Camp ISfandod, 14t/i January 1822» Assistant Resident. 




























A No. 1. 

Statement exhibiting the Amount of Revenue Assessed upon each of the ten Lower Purgunas of Rajpeepla for the present year, 

in explanation ofihe ]«< item of Enclosure No, 1. 
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Statement exhibiting the Names of the seventeen Villages in the Gora Purguna belonging to the Bajpeepla Government; the 
Names of their respective Patelsthe Revenue fixed for the present year ; and concluding icith Remarks. 
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(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

^aisKp Nandod,' 10<A Jammy 1822. Assistant Besidentj •■ 
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(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Camp ^andocl, \Qth January 1822 . Assistant liesident. 





































N Ko. 1. 

Statement exhibiting the Names of the twenty- four Villages in the Khnnthnl Pnrgnna belonging to the Rnj'peejjla Government, 
specifying those ichich are Waste and those which are Inhabited; the Names of their respective TI ussawas ; the Number of 
Houses in each; the Revenue for the present year; and concluding with Remarks. 
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Political Department. 

From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govermncnt, Bombay, 

To THE KeSIDENT AT BaRODA. 

Bated m March 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to ackiiowleclgo the receipt of your letter, dated the 
6th of February, forwarding i\lr. Willo\ighby’s repoiton tlie resources of tlie 
Rajpeepla principality. 

2. The Honorable the Governor in Council has jiorused with considerable 
satisfaction so decisive a proof of your Assistant’s diligence and assiduity, and 
of the precautions under wliielt the Native Agents were instructed to collect 
information of the state of cultivation and distriluition of the lands and 
general resources of the country, with the view of enabling liim to fi.v the 
assessment on a basis propoitionatc to the wants of the t^lale, and without 
distressing or overburthening the cultivators. 

3. Without in any degree interfering in the internal constitution of tin; 
villages, or with the principles on which their assessment has been lu'gulated 
and realized under the Native Government, Mr. Willoughby, before fixing the 
payment from each village, has ascertained its collections (ora period often 
years, and assumed the average as the ground of his settlement; judiciously 
making remissions in instances where villages were entirely or nearly waste, 
or deeply involved in debt, and, on the other hand, additions in those which 
were comparatively in a flourishing and j)rospcroiMi condition; the |)eriod 
.selected for obtaining the aveiage being also fair and etpiitable to both 
parties, viz. the first five years, or .Sum\ut b^bl (a. n. 17!)b; to .Sunivut 1S66 
(a. I). 1800), being favorable to the Ryutry from the assessment liaving been 
moderate, and in the .'econd pciiod, from the eoutrury cause?, favourable to the 
Government. 

4. The elucidations which your Assistant has entered into of the efi’ccts of 
that principle, apj)car to afford satisfactory evidence of it?^ justiiess, and the very 
prudent and at the same time comprehensive m<?asurcs which Mr. Willoughby 
has |)ursued to obtain data for the formation of the assessment, at all times 
a delicate and intricate proceeding, are entitled to the particular approbation of 
the Governor in Council. 

3. The collections for the (list period appear to have 

been .Rs. 1,68,438 1 0 

And for the second. 2,44,887 3 0 

This has been fix'ed for Sumvutl878 (a. v . 1821-22) 

at ........ 


2,29,278 2 73 






581 


Assuming the resources of the Rajpeepla principality for 

tl>e year 1821 -22 at.Rs. 2,29,278 2 73' 

The expenses of the State appear by the statements 
accompanying your despatch of the 16th of February 
to be. 90,060 0 0 

Leaves.... 1,39,218 2 73 

Deduct the Gaekwar tribute .Rs. 75,000 

Provision for Soorujkoor and Purtaub Sing. 8,100 

- 83,400 0 0 

Leaving... .Rs. 55,818 2 73 

applicable to the discharge of the debts of the Government (of tlie amount 
of which the Goveinor in Council is uninfbrinccl) exclusive of the sum of 
Jls. 50,000 to be advanced by the Potdaree beyond the receipts of the 
(iovcrnnient. 

’\ ou will be jdeased to report whether the settlement of the revenue for 
tin; current year was made by the llaja’s Ministers, or by Mr. M'illoughl)y, and 
if by the latter, whether it has been acujuiesced in by the former. 

0. With respect to the claims to fora Geeras whicl» llieGovernment of Raj¬ 
peepla had advanced on the Oolpar Puruuna, you will ascertain ami re|)ort 
when it was last jiaid by the Poona Government; for though the sum bo 
iiisignilicant in amount, it is desirable on the ground of |)recedent to resist 
all .such objectionable claims if they had been disallowed by |the .Native 
Government. 

I have, vtc. 

(Signed) F. W.iUDn.x, 

lloiiihnij ( 'asll(\[)lh Min ch 1822. Chief Secretary. 


PoMTicAL Department. 

From ,1. WiLi.iAMS, Esq., Resident, flaroda. 

To F. Warden, Pisej., Chief.Secretary to Government, Rombay. 

Sir, —1 have now the honour to acknowledge the receijitof your letter dated 
the 9th of March Iasi, remarking upon and approving of Mr. Willoughby’s 
pioceedings,’detailed in that gentleman’s report of the 19th of January last, 
I'cporting upon the resources of the Rajpeepla State, and the mode of fixing 
its revenue for tlie current year. 

Having requested my Assistant to furnish me with the information 
called for in the 6th para, of your des])atch, 1 beg leave to refer you to the 
enclosed cojiy of a letter he has addressed to me, under date the 30th ultimo. 
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3. I take this opportunity of stating, that I was prevented from replying 
to this and 'several other of your despatches relating to Rajpeepla at an ear¬ 
lier period, by the absence of Mr. Willoughby, and subsequently by my being 
engaged in framing the Gaekvvar financial reports for the last year. I am 
now, however, discussing the various points still remaining unsettled between 
the Baroda Durbar and this petty State, and shall hereafter report the result 
for the information and decision of Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, Isf Anyust 1822. 


To J. Williams, Esq., Resident, Baroda. 

.Sir, —I have the honour to .icknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
28th instant, replying to my letter of the I9th January last, and enclosing a 
copy of a letter to your address from Mr. Warden, conveying the approbation 
of the Honorable the Governor in Council upon the information therein 
contained. 

2. It is unnecessary for me to express the high gratification your letter 
and its enclosure have afforded me, evincing as they do that my endeavours to 
merit the approbation of my siqieriors, in the performance of this part of my 
duty, were successful beyond my most sanguine expectations. 

3. Ill reference to the information called for in the Gtli para, of Mr. War¬ 
den’s letter, I have the lionour to state tliat the assessment of the revenue was 
made by myself privately in communication with the Raja’s Minister, who 
afterwards himself publicly fixed it with the Zumindars and Patels. 

4. After I had obtained the amount of the ten years’ collections and the 
village accounts, the nature of which and the manner in which they wore ob¬ 
tained I have already fully detailed in my former report, I fixed, in reference 
to them, the amount of revenue of each village, and gave it to the Karbaree. 
In some cases, from good reasons assigned by him, these wore either increased 
or decreased, and the increase or decrease was made with reference to the 
state of each village and the fertility of its soil. The Minister and myself 
having agreed finally together as to the amount each village could afford to 
pay, I thought it right that he should conclude the settlements fixed upon, 
alone, with the Patels, and take from them the security bonds fixing the periods 
and instalments at which they were to be paid—a line of conduct which appear¬ 
ed calculated to give him weight and influence with this important class of his 
master’s subjects. When in this manner a whole district had been settled, he 
brought all the Patels to my tent, and I then explained to them the principlP'^ 
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upon which the Raja’s Government had fixed tlie revenue which was expected 
from them, viz. in reference to both its own and their distressed condition, 
and dismissed them by assurances of no oppression being exercised upon them, 
and giving them encouragement to cultivate their lands in the ensuing year, 
as an equitable Gunvut, or rate of assessment, upon the several descriptions 
of land in each village would be fixed, in reference to their respective fertility, 
at the proper period, and consequently that the gain of each village would be 
j)roportionate to the industry and labour of the inhabitants of each. In this 
manner, I may safely say, they, generally speaking, returned home well satisfied 
and contented in mind; and the most beneficial results may, I should hope, be 
anticipated in the increased cultivation, and consequent increase in the Raja’s 
resources, which is likely to ensue in succeeding years. 

I have. See. 

(Signed) .1. P. Willouguby, Assistant Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 30</t July 1822. 




rnOOEEDINOxS CONNECTED WITH THE EAKMTNO, 


TllKOUGIl THE INTERVEXTION OF 


MR. J. V. WIIJaOUGHBY, 


TiNDEli THE DRITISn GUARANTEE, 


EHOM JUNE 1Sl>.' to AT (O ST IK'J'.i, 


or IITK 


SEVEN PRINCITAE DISTRICTS OE THE RAJPEEPLA 

STATE. 




FARMING OF THE SEVEN PRINCIPAL DISTRICTS 
OF THE RAJPEEPLA STATE. 


Political Department. 

I'lom J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant Resident in Charge, Baroda, 

To J. Parish, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 3rd January 1823. 

Sir, —I have the honour to report, for the information of the Honorable tlie 
Governor in Council, that I have for some time past been engaged, in concert 
with the local managers of Rajpeepla, in ascertaining the probable resources 
of that petty State for the current year. 

2. It will be in the recollection of Government that their amount for last 
, year, as estimated in my letter to Mr. Williams, dated the 19th of January 

1822, was Rs. 2,29,278-2-73. 

3. The actual realizations, however, have fallen considerably below the 
above estimate, as they at present only amount to about Rs. I,95,0tl0. 

4. The cause of this deficiency has already been reported to Government 
ill Mr. Williams’ letter to Mr. Warden, dated the 30th of September last, and 
it is with extreme reluctance 1 am now obliged to report, that the damage 
and injury Rajpeepla sustained from the late awful visitation of Providence 
was so great, as to reduce the estimate of its probable resources for the pre¬ 
sent year to about one lakh of rupees, provided the Purgunas are equitably 
assessed (as was originally intended) in proportion to the quantity and quality 
of the land brought under cultivation in each. 

5. On this occasion I beg leave to refer you to the 2nd paragraph of my 
letter to the Resident, forwarded- to Government under date the 30th of Sep¬ 
tember last, and to state, that the damage Rajpeepla is therein reported to 
have susffined (great as it unfortunately is) falls far short of what my subse¬ 
quent inquiries have ascertained it to be. Not only were villages on the banks 
of the Nerbudda entirely swept away, but all the crops of the first harvest, 
growing on a tract of land varying from three to five koss distant from that 
nver, were entirely destroyed. Many villages have also lost a quantity of the 
u'ost fertile land attached to them, by the encroachments of the river, 
®ud a larger quantity has been permanently rendered unfit for cultivation, 
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ill consequence of gravel and sand to the depth of several feet having beet; 
deposited upon it when the floods subsided. 

6. Such is the melancholy situation wliich Rajpeejila has been reduced 
to, by an event over which human foresight had no control. Its former condi¬ 
tion has so frequently, and so fully been laid before Government, that I shall 
not trespass upon its attention by recapitulating. It is, however, necessary 
briefly to state the demands which are most likely to be made against it during 
the present year, in order that some arrangement may be devised which will 
provide the means for their being met to the farthest extent possible. 

7. The first demand will be the amount of the Nemnook of the expenses 
of the Government, which was fixed lust year (and certainly upon the most 
economical and moderate scale possible) at lls. !)0,OGO; 2nd, the provision of 
Purtaub Sing, the ex-claimant, to be fixed at Rs. S,40(J; 3rd, the balance due 
to the Komavisdar of the Gaekwar Government, about Rs. 28,000; 4th, the 
balance due to the Government Potdar, about Rs. 20,000; filh, the Gaekwar 
tribute, which has been fixed at Rs. 05,000, but fortunately with a reservation 
that the amount should be reduced on the occurrence of any Asmanee or 
Snltanee misfortune; Glh, the balancQ of last year’s tribute, amounting to 
Rs. 35,000; and 7th, an instalment of that jiart of the Rajpee|jla debt under 
the Company’s guarantee, amounting to Us. 1,25,000. These demands I have 
mentioned, not from any idea that it is practicable that a third part of them 
can possibly be met by this year’s resources, but because I know they all have 
already been, or will be brought forward. They may all be considered in the 
light of public demands, and are exclusive of those which have been brought 
forward by the jrrivatc creditors of the State. 

8. The three first items must, I consider, be indispensably jnovided for 
during the present year; the payment of the fourth may he delayed until 
some future period. The w isdom of Government will decide how the fifth 
item is to be disposed of, and wlmt portion of it should be remitted by the 
Gaekwar Government under the reservation clause 1 have already alluded to. 
The sixth item must unavoidably, for the present, remain unnoticed, as also 
must the greater portion of the seventh and last item. 

9. I have now briefly laid before Government the estimated receipts anil 
demands of Rajpeepla for this year; and at the same time have ventured to 
point out which of the latter, in my judgment, must be provided fofthis year, 
and those the meeting of wliich may be delayed until some future year. Some 
arrangement has, however, become necessary to raise means for liquidating 
the former, and the only one which has occurred to me, after the best and most 
careful consideration, is that of farming out the seven principal districts ol 
Rajpeepla (viz. Nandod, Wurreetee, Rlialod, Gowalcc, Loona, Jugreea, anil 
Ruttonpoor) to persons of wealth and respectability. 
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10. I shall hereafter have the honour of laying before Government the 
details of this plan, and the precise nature of the terms entered into between 
the Raja and the farmers; but in order to enable an opinion to be formed of 
the expediency or otherwise of adopting it, I now submit what I would 
respectfully recommend should form their basis. 

11. 1st, The period of the farm not to be less than five, nor more than 
eight years; ‘2n<l, the districts to be farmed out to separate persons; 3raf, the 
amount paid for the farm to increase year by year ; Ath, each farmer to furnish, 
year by year to the Raja, the most unexceptionable Soucar security, for the 
f)ayment, to the Government Potdars, of the amount he agrees to pay for his 
farm at fixed periods and instalments; bth, each farmer to furnish to the Raja 
unexceptionable security against his oppressing the Ryuts, and for his encourag¬ 
ing and jrromoting the cultivation of waste land to the utmost of his power; 
and Oth, the Raja’s Thanadars to remain in the districts as usual, and to have 
vested in them the police of the country. 

12. 1 am aware that the farming system is not free from olrjections ; and 
1 should not have ventured to suggest, on the part of the Raj|)eepla Govern¬ 
ment, that it should be adopted in the present instance, did not several very 
great and iinpoitant advantages apj)ear to me as likely to arise from its adop¬ 
tion, the chief of which are the following:—l.s<, the introduction of seven 
men of cajrital into the Rajpeepla principality, who will, from motives of self- 
interest, and in expectation of future gain, be willing to lay it out in the 
improvement of the country, and in bringing the waste lands into.'cultivation— 
a consideration of greater consequence, from the circumstances in which the 
Raja is placed rendering it impossible for him (however much inclined he 
might be to do so) to promote and facilitate these objects to a similar extent; 
‘J/iJ, the doing away with the necessity which at present exists of so direct 
and minute interference being exercised by the British Government in the 
internal management of Rajpeepla; !5rr/, an increase in this year’s revenue 
h(;yond the estimated amount; and Ath, the furnishing certain data by which 
Rajpeepla may be relieved from its present embarrassments, and by which the 
Gaekwar demands may be gradually liquidated. 

13. The mode by which the third object will be obtained, is that the 
farmer will agree to pay a larger sum this year than he is able to collect, under 
the c#tainty that it will he made up to him by the profit which will be allow’ed 
him in the remaining years of his farm. He will also be further induced to 
submit to a temporary loss from the certainty that if he, in the first year of his 
lease, over-assessed the Ryuts, they would abandon the district which he 
farms. 

14. In conclusion, I beg to be favoured with the instructions of the Honor¬ 
able the Governor in Council at his earliest convenience, the advanced period 
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of the season rendering it necessary that either tliis, or whatever other arrange¬ 
ment he may think more expedient, should be carried into effect with the least 
possible delay. My present proposal would have been submitted at an earlier 
period, but it is only within these few days that I have received the accounts 
necessary to enable me to form the estimate I have made of the resources of 
Rajpeepla for this year. These accounts, together witli the intimate knowledge 
I have acquired, during the period of my deputations to tliat State, of the 
condition of almost every village in it, may perhaps be a sufficient pledge to 
Government that the present estimate is nearly correct, provided the former 
extortion and exactions exercised over the unfortunate Ryuts are not again 
to be resorted to. I shall, in the mean time, in communication with 
the Rajpeepla Government, receive and inquire into the terms which 
several persons (who I have learnt are inclined to fake the farm of some 
of the districts, and whose characters are well known to me) may offer, 
taking care to ratify no engagement before a reply to my present letter is 
received. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Wii.LOtTGiinv, First Assist. Resident in Charge. 

Barodu Residency^ 3rr/ January 1823. 


Political Department. 

From J. Farish, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Assistant in Charge of the Residency at Baroda. 

Bated 23rd January 1823. 

Sir, —I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
3rd of this month, reporting the probable resources of the Rajpeepla State for 
the current year. 

2. The Honorable the Governor in Council approves of the plan you have 
suggested for farming the districts of that Principality, which is justified by the 
necessity of the case. 

3. Care, however, must be taken to secure both the Rajpeepla State and 
the Ryuts against the encroachments of the farmers. 

4. The Honorable the Governor in Council at the same time requests you 
to state your opinion as to tlie amount of the Gaekwar’s tribute which ought 
to be remitted in consequence of the calamities of last year. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Parish, Secretary to Government. 

» 

Bombay Castle, 2Zrd January 1823. 
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Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated dlfi February 1823. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Parish’s letter, 
dated the 23rd ultimo, approving of the plan proposed by Mr. Willoughby for 
farming the districts of Rajpeepla, and in reply to transmit, for the information 
of Government, copy of a letter I have written to that gentleman, requesting 
him to proceed to Nandod to effect tlie above object, and also containing 
instructions for his guidance on this and other points. 

2. I shall hereafter have the honour more particularly to report upon the 
several topics therein alluded to, when the arrangements have been carried 
into effect, or have been reported upon by Mr. Willoughby. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 9t/t February 1823. 


Political Department. 

From J. WiLLi-iMS, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To J. P. W’lLLOiTGiiEY, Esq., First Assistant Resident. , 

Dated Gth February 1823. 

Sir, —WMlh reference to your letter to Mr. Parish, dated the 3rd ultimo, 
reporting upon the probable resources of Rajpeepla for the current year, and 
suggesting that in consequence of the heavy calamity which lately occurred 
in that country, that its principal districts should be farmed for a specific 
period, I have the honour to request you will be pleased to proceed at your 
earliest convenience to Nandod, for the purpose of carrying your plan into 
effect, the same having been honoured with the approval of Government in 
Mr. Parish’s letter of the 23rd ultimo. 

2. I have perused the draft of the agreement which you propose should 
be mutually rendered by the Raja of Rajpeepla and die farmers, and have 
much pleasure in acquainting you the same appeals to me to be very judi¬ 
cious, and well calculated to attain the objects contemplated in your letter 
to Government of the 3rd ultimo. It is certainly most advantageous to the 
l^aja, and secures both the Rajpeepla State and the Ryut against the encroach¬ 
ment of the farmer. 

3- I have only therefore to hope that your endeavours to induce persons of 
wealth and respectability to engage to take the lease of the districts, upon 
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tliose terms, will prove successful; and as it is not to be supposed that any 
one will do so except a pledge is given that the Raja will himself abide by the 
terms, you are authorised to promise the guarantee of the British Government 
to that effect; subject, however, to the final approval of Government of those 
terms, and of the persons who may agree to them. In granting such assur¬ 
ance, we are only following the practice in Kattyvvar, directed and sanctioned 
in Mr. Warden’s letter to the Political Agent in that Province, dated the 6th 
of June 1821. 

4. You will he pleased to report your opinion upon the amount of remission 
which should he demanded from the Gaekwar trihntc this year due from 
Rajpcepla, incident to the late calamity with which it has been visited, as 
directed in the concluding paragraph of Mr. Parish’s despatch of the 23rd 
ultimo. 

5. You are aware of the reduction which TIis Highness Sj'ajee Ilao 
Gaekwar has consented to make in the debt claimed by him from Rajpeepla, 
and you will he pleased to report your opinion upon the best mode of liqui¬ 
dating the balance remaining by annual instalments, the amount of which 
will of course in a great measure depend upon the terms you are able to pro¬ 
cure from those who may undertake the farm of the districts. 

6. I have the honour to enclose copy of a letter and its accompaniment 
from Mr. Chief Secretary Warden, dated the 29th of July last, directing your 
deputation to Rajpeepla for the purpose of effecting a settlement of the claims 
of the family* of the late Jewa W’ussawa. It will also be nccessaiy that this 
should include an arrangement confirming the dependence of that family upon 
the Rajpeepla State, and defining the mutual rights of each. The experience 
you have already acquired of arrangements of this nature, precludes the neces¬ 
sity of my furnishing detailed instructions for your guidance; it is sufficient 
for me to recommend that the arrangement now to be concluded with this 
family should reseml)le in its nature those you last year effected with the Bheel 
Chieftains Cowreea and Ryesingjee ; taking care, however, that the same does 
not in any degree interfere with the engagement Jevva’s family have concluded 
with the British Government. 

7. You will also be pleased to report and inquire into the complaints 
preferred by the Collector of Broach in his recent letter to your address, 
against the manager of the district of Ruttonpoor, and in case you are fully 
satisfied that he is unworthy or incapable of performing the duties of the 
situation he holds, you may advise the local Government to remove him. 
The misconduet, however, may have partly arisen from an irregularity in the 
Collector’s proceedings, of making applications direct to the Thanadar to 
deliver up the subjects of the Raja accused of committing offences, instead of 
applying through the Resident at Baroda, who himself has not the power to 
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make such a demand except through the Raja. In coming to a decision, 
therefore, upon the point in question, you must give this circumstance due 
consideration. 

# 

8. Government having been pleased to approve of the measures proposed 
by you in your late correspondence with the Collectors of Broach and Surat for 
the final settlement of the claims preferred by the Geerasias of Rajpeepla from 
the districts under their control, you will acquaint the Raja of the same, and 
request him to issue the necessary instructions to his Geerasia subjects to attend 
at the Collectors’ office (at the time they may appoint) either themselves, or 
to send their agents. Mr. Greenhill has already fixed the middle of next 
month as the period at which he will be aMe to enter upon the inquiries which 
must necessarily be made before a final settlement of these claims can be 
concluded, of which you will duly apprize the Raja. 

9. You will be pleased to charge for your contingent ex])enses in the man¬ 
ner sanctioned by Government during your last deputation to Rajpeepla, and 
as the limited number of Peons attached to the Residency does not enable me 
to reduce their number with convenience, you are authorised to entertain 
temporarily whatever number are absolutely required. 

1 have the honour to be, See. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, Qth February 1823. 


Political Department. 

From W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To THE Resident at Baroda._ 

Dated 21st February 1823. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
9th of this month, forwarding a copy of your instructions to your Assistant, 
directing him to proceed to Nandod for the purpose of effecting the plan pro¬ 
posed for farming the districts of Rajpeepla. 

The honorable the Governor in Council approves of the tenor of your 
instructions to Mr. Willoughby. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 2\st February' 

nr 



Political Department. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Zrd March 1823. 

Sin,—I have the honour to enclose copy of a letter from Mr. Willoughby, 
on deputation in Rajpee|)Ia, to my address, dated tl»e 20th ultimo, acknow¬ 
ledging the receipt of my instructions to him of the Gth February, which are 
already before Government, and informing me of his having effected the lease 
of the seven principal Ptirgunas of ^lat province to persons of character and 
wealth, contenting himself for the present with causing the Raja and the farmers 
to furnish mutual agreements for each district, subject to the final approval 
of the Honorable the Governor in Council. 

2. As all the agreements are of a similar nature, varying only according to 
the size or value of the districts, one only has been submitted for the notice of 
Government, that for the Purgtina of Naiidod. This farm has been under¬ 
taken by two very respectable people, one, the son of a wealthy Ameen of 
Baroda, who received the guarantee of the British Government from Colonel 
Walker, and the other, tlie present head of the firm of Ilurree Buktee, banker 
of Baroda ; and I observe that the remaining six Purgunas are farmed by per¬ 
sons equally fitted, from their profession and station, to insure the prosperity 
of the country. 

3. The farms have been given for a period of seven years owing to the im¬ 
poverished state of the districts, and in the reasonable hope that the farmer 
being secure of his tenure for so long a period, would, with less hesitation, lay 
out money in improving the cultivation and population of his farm. 

4. The leases are drawn out with a view of allowing a fair profit to the farmer, 
and of giving full scope to his desire of increasing the number of cultivators, 
and they equally secure the Ryut from undue exactions, and the farmer from loss 
by the refusal of the cultivators to pay their regular assessments. The lease 
consists of fifteen Articles, and as a translate of the one for the Nandod Pur- 
guna accompanies Mr. Willoughby’s despatch, which contains the reasons for 
the insertion of each article separately, which ap[)ear to me very judicious, I 
shall not take up the time of the Honorable the Governor in Council by any 
further remarks. 

5. The second enclosure exhibits the names of the seven districts farmed out, 
witff those of their respective farmers, and the amount settled for each year, 
which is progressive. That for the first two years is necessarily very low, arising 
from the miserable state of the Purgunas when delivered over by the Gaekwar’s 
officer to the Raja, and the great loss sustained last year by the overflowing ot 
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tl»e River Nerbudda. The farmers cannot expect to derive any benefit from 
their farms until the expiration of the third year. 

6. The Honorable the Governor in Council will observe that the police of 
the country is entirely vested in the Raja, which at once I'emoves one great 
apprehension of the Ryuts suffering from the oppression of the farmers. 

7. The rights also of the Geerasias and Zumindars have been secured, 
and one great means of exaction has been taken away by the insertion of the 
8th Article in the conditions of the lease, defining the extra collections from 
the villages on account of Bhojun Kurcli, and Dermada, or the village expenses 
in charity, and provision for the Thanadars. 

8. The whole of tlie arrangements reflect great credit upon Mr. Willough¬ 
by, and meet with my cordial approbation; 1 trust they will be equally 
satisfactory to the Honorable the Governor in Council, and that I may at an 
early period be empowered to affix the guarantee of the British Government 
to the several agreements, which it is expedient sliould be done with as little 
delay as possible. 

1 have, Jkc. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 
liaroda Residency, ‘3rd March 182d. 


From J. P. WiLLouGiiBv, Esq., First Assistant Resident, on Deputation, 
To J. Williams, Escj., Resident, Baroda. 

Dated 20lh February 1823. 

SiK,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
tlie ()th instant, directing me to proceed to Rajpeepla, and furnishing me with 
instructions for my guidance in accomplishing the objects of my deputation. 

2. With reference to the three first paragraphs of your letter, I have the 
pleasure to inform you that I have succeeded in leasing out the seven principal 
districts of this State to persons of unexceptionable character, and upon very 
advantageous terms to the Government. 

3. I have, for the present, contented myself witli causing both the 
Rajpeepla Government and the farmers to furnish mutual agreements for each 
separate district, delaying their final ratification until their terms have been 
approved of by the Honoralile the Governor in Council. 

4. As all these agreements contain exactly similar terms, with the ei^ep- 
tion of the amount for which each district is farmed (which is more or less 
according to the size and value of each), it is sufficient for the present to forward 
copy and translation of the one, which has been concluded for the district of 
Nandod, in explanation of which I shall now offer a few remarks,. 
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5. It will be observed that the period of tlje lease is seven years, viz. from 
the beginning of Suravut 1879 (or a. d. 1822-23), to the end of Sumvut 1885 
(A. D. 1828-29). This was the shortest period for which the farmers would 
undertake the lease, principally because the reduced state of the districts 
renders a loss in its first years inevitable, which they naturally would not 
consent to incur unless it was of sufficient duration to render it probable that 
such would be repaid to them in the last years of the farm. 

6. The 1st Article of the agreement fixes the amount to be paid each year 
for the farm, which, according to the original plan, progressively increases 
year by year. In all the agreements this increase is very considerable : in 
the one I am now remarking upcm, the farmer agrees to pay the sum of 
Rs. 38,001 for the first, and Rs. 69,801 for the last year of his lease, which 
he will be enabled to do by the increased population and cultivation he will 
cause to arise in his district. This article also stipulates that the amount of 
the farm is to be paid by four equal instalments annually, at certain given 
periods, and that the farmer is to give Soucaree security for the payment of 
the amount of his farm, year by year, on the 2nd of Kartick Sood, a stipula¬ 
tion which at once secures the regular payment of the Kists as they 
become due. 

7. The 2nd Article authorises the farmer to collect the whole produce of 
the district rented by him ; promises that he shall not be molested by any one 
in doing so; and that complaints made against him for making the usual 
collections w*dl not be attended to. These being usual sti[)ulations, do not 
require any remark. 

8. The 3rd Article stipulates that compensation is to be made to the 
farmer for any injury he may sustain from the attacks and robberies made by 
the Bheels and Mehwasees residing in Rajpeepla and its vicinity, and that if 
such is not made, a deduction equal to the amount of the damage sustained 
will be made from the amount to be paid to Government for his farm. By 
this stipulation some small deduction may be anticipated from the annual 
amount for which the districts are farmed. This is however unavoidable, for 
the request of the farmer that such a stipulation should be made in his favour 
was not unreasonable, the police of the country not being vested in him, but 
still retained by the Raja. Its insertion will also in no small degree tend to 
the preservation of the peace of the country, by rendering it the interest of 
the Government to prevent the commission of crime, and to do all in its power 
to detect the offenders when offences are committed, in order to cause the 
compensation to be made good by them instead of by itself. 

9. The 4th Article provides against all undue oppression being exercised 
over the Ryuts: the farmer is to make an eqiytable assessment with them, but 
not to make unjust exactions from them. In making this assessment, the 
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farmer is to keep in view the Ahadee of the district, and whatever lands are 
brought by him into cultivation, the profit is to be his. These are important 
stipulations in favour of the Ryuts, and provided the Government exercise a 
proper supervision over the acts of the farmer, they are effectually secured 
from the exactions of the latter. The greatest security on this point, however, 
is the private interest of the farmer to be just and merciful to the Ryuts, for it 
is only by increasing their number, and bringing the waste lands into cultiva¬ 
tion, that he can hope to realize the amount he pays for his farm, and much 
less a profit from it. 

10. The 5th Article provides for a Thanadar and a certain number of horse 
and foot being stationed in each district, on the part of the Raja, to preserve 
its peace and tranquillity. It also allows a certain number of horse and foot 
to the farmer, to assist him in making his collections. The number allowed 
is very few, and the expense of any others which the farmer may require is to 
be borne by himself. This provision has also been inserfc<?d as a check against 
the encroachments of the farmer. They all wished that no Thanadars should 
be stationed in the districts, but that the police of the country should be 
entirely vested in them. To this, however, in conformity with the original plan, 

1 did not think right to accede ; and a most important part of the duty of the 
Thanadars is to watch over the proceedings of the farmers, and report them to 
Government. 

11. The Gth Article does not require any particular explanation, as it 
merely stipulates that no one shall indirectly take any of the produce of 
the districts farmed; but if the Ryuts choose to give the Government a 
Nuzzerana on the occurrence of a marriage or any other particular occasion, 
it wilt be received through the farmer, but not taken through any other 
channel. 

12. The 7th Article promises that the farmer shall not be molested by the 
Uajpeepla Government, or any other Government, during the i)eriod he holds 
his farm; that at the expiration of it, he is to deliver up the district in an 
Ahad or flourishing condition to the Government; and that whatever sum he 
may in the last year of the lease advance as Tukavee to the Ryuts, will be 
repaid to him on producing the persons to whom it was advanced, with their 
bonds. These stipulations do not require remark, being just and fair both to 
the Government and the farmer. 

13. The. 8th Article provides for the collection by the farmer of the 
customary continent expenses of his district, under the heads of Dermada or 
charity, and Bhojun Kurch or provision for the Thanadars. I have seen the 
memorandum alluded to therein, which specifies the amount due from each, 
which is very small (the total amount due from the seven*districts being only 
^s. 5,087), and at once secures the Ryuts from exactions which are so usual 
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on the above heads, it being the interest of the farmer to allow of nothing 
beyond the sum mentioned being collected. 

14. The 9th Article provides that whatever profit or loss may arise from 
the farm is to devolve upon the farmer. 

15. The 10th Article provides for the payment of whatever just rights 
belong to Geerasias, Zumindars, or any otlier persons, from the place from 
whence they are due; and further, if any disputes arise on this subject, the 
Government is to investigate and settle them, according to justice. This is a 
very important provision, securing from the encroachment of the farmer the 
just and established rights of individuals of all descriptions, and appointing an 
authority to decide upon any dispute which may arise between them. 

16. The 11th Article provides for the recovery of any balance ofTukavec 
or revenue which may be due to the Gaekwar Government, by instalments 
fixed by the farmer, in proportion to the ability of the persons from whom it is 
due. The 12th Article provides in a similar manner for the recovery of the 
Tukavee advanced by the Rajpeepla Government the last year, and also for the 
balance of revenue outstanding for the same year. A part of the latter, how¬ 
ever, in consequence of the distressed condition of many of the Ryuts, occa¬ 
sioned by the inundation of the Nerbudda, is to be remitted by the Govern¬ 
ment, and the remainder is not to be collected in this, but in the two following- 
years, by small instalments, which render# the burthen comparatively light 
and easy to the Ryuts. 

17. The 13th Article stipulates that all Doomala villages held by indivi¬ 
duals are still to contitiuc in tlieir possession; but whatever is usually paid by 
the holders of them to the Government is included in the farmer’s lease. The 
14th Article relates to the disposal of fines which may be levied from the 
inhabitants of each district, viz. that those which are levied in consequence of 
thefts upon the produce of the field belong to the farmer, but those levied on 
any other account to the Government. 

^ 18. The 15th and last Article of the agreement contains the usual stipula¬ 

tion, that on the occurrence of any Sultanee or Asmanee misfortune, during 
the period of the lease, a Mehta will be sent on the part of the Government to 
ascertain the gross produce and expenses of management, after which the 
balance due to the farmer will be paid to him, with interest at the rate of 12 
annas per cent, per mensem. I need not, in reference to this stipulation, observe, 
that no one, without it had been inserted, would have undertaken the farm, 
inconsequence of the great risk which would be incurred j^and it is only to 
be hoped, that there will never be any occasion for the farmer to avail himself 
of this provision against any very extraordinary losses. 

19. The agreement concludes with an assurance on the part of the Raj' 
peepla Government that it will abide in conformity with its provisions, for 
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which the guarantee of the British Government is promised, upon the faith of 
which alone the farmer engages to abide by it also. 

20. I now beg leave to draw your attention to the second enclosure of my 
letter, which is a statement drawn out to show at one view the amount for 
which each district is farmed year by year, the progressive increase in that 
amount for each year, the sura total of each for the whole period of the farm, 
and the names of the farmers. 

21. Regarding the amount to be paid by the farmers, few observations 
are necessary, it being evidently much larger and more advantageous to the 
State than under the present circumstances of the districts could reasonably 
have been expected, for it will be observed to more than double itself within the 
period of the lease. That these terms have been obtained, 1 can only attribute 
to the general stagnation of trade at the present moment, to the productive 
powers of the districts, but, above all, to the value attached to the guarantee 
of the British Government, held, as it is, to be ever sacred and inviolable. 

22. It only now remains for me to inform you who are the persons who have 
been induced to undertake these farms upon the conditions as above exj.dained, 
in doing which I shall be brief, most of them being already known to you as men 
of good character and possessed of very considerable wealth. The persons to 
whom the farm of Nandod has been given are Wasunbhye and Bacherdas ; the 
former a son of Khandas \Vagjee,%ne of the wealthiest Ameens of the Baroda 
Purgiina. His father was one of those who received the Bhandary of the British 
Government from Colonel Walker, which is still enjoyed by the fafnily: this 
circumstance may be considered as some security for his good conduct. 
Regarding the second person, I need say no more than that he is the adopted son 
of the late Samul Buktee, and the present head of the wealthy firm of Ilurree 
Buktee and Co. of Baroda. The two farmers of the Wurreetee Purguna are 
Pectainber and Wasunbhye; the former is a wealthy Shroff of Baroda, 
and the latter is the same person who farms part of the Nandod Purguna. 
Tlie farmer of the Bhalode district is Bapoobhye Bhychundbhye, a Desaee of 
Baroda, and possessing the Bhandary of the British Government in the same 
manner as Khandas Wagjee. The farmers of the Govvalee district are Wurey- 
bhye, another wealthy Desaee of Baroda, and Peetamher, the same person 
wlio has rented a part of the Wurreetee district. The farmer of Jugreea 
is a Shroff of considerable wealth, inhabitant of Ahmedabad, who has dealings 
both in that.place and in Baroda. The renter of the Loona district is one 
of the partners of the Rajpeepla Government Potdaree established last year, 
and of course tlm interest he has in that concern is sufficient security for his 
good conduct. The farmers of the Rutlonpoor Purguna are Runchoor, a 
Wealthy Banian Shroff of Baroda, and Shewlall, the principal manager of the 
affairs of the firm of Hurree Buktee and Co., both of whom are well, known 
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to you. From this summary it will be observed the farmers are either wealthy 
Shroffs pr Zumindars, which are certainly the most desirable classes from which 
they could have been selected. 

23. In conclusion, I beg leave to acquaint you that the persons concerned 
in these transactions have been put in charge of their respective districts by 
the Rajpeepla Government, the advanced state of the season not admitting 
of any delay in this respect. All that now remains to be done, is for my 
proceedings in behalf of the Raja to be decided upon by Government, and if 
approved of, to be subsequently ratified by the Raja’s seal and the affixing 
of the Company’s guarantee to the agreement. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

First Assistant Resident, on Deputation. 

Camp Nandod, 20th February 1823. 


Translation of an Agreement entered into by Mdharana Verisnl, Chieftain of 
Rajpeepla, with Wasunbhye and Racherdas, inhabitants of Baroda. 

I farm to you the Purguna of Nandod belonging to me, with all its Abad 
villages, its waste villages, its Chotuck villages, with the accustomed Govern¬ 
ment collections from its Doomala villages^ts collections on account of Khe- 
busha land, with all its other ordinary collections, in toto, from the 5th of 
Ashad Sopd, Sumvut 1878, or 23rd of June 1822, to the 5th of Ashad Sood, 
Sumvut 1885,.or August 1828-29. 

Having made this engagement for seven years of my own free will, I have 
entrusted to you the Purguna upon the following terms :— 

I. I have engaged with you to receive the undermentioned sums for the 
farm year by year: — 

1st. Sumvut 1879, Rupees 38,001. 

2nd. Sumvut 1880, Rupees 50,801. 

3rd. Sumvut 1881, Rupees 55,801. 

4th. Sumvut 1882, Rupees 5'<,801. 

5th. Sumvut 1883, Rupees 63,801. 

6th. Sumvut 1884, Rupees 66,801. 

7th. Sumvut 1885, Rupees 69,801. 

In conformity with this, the total for the seven years is Rupees 4,03,807. 
The Kists for the payment of the amount due for each year are as follows:— 

1st. Of Margseer Sood the 2nd. 

2nd. Of Poas Sood the 2nd. 

3rd. Of Phalgoon Spod the 2nd. 

4th. Of Chytur Sood the 2nd. 
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In this manner you must pay the amount of the farm for each year, in four 
equal instalments to the Government Potdar, and take his receipt. You must also 
give Soucaree security for the amount every year, on the 2nd of Kartick Sood. 

II. You are to collect the whole produce of the aforesaid Purguna with 
care, in doing which no one will give you any molestation. If any Zumindar, 
Desaee, Kamdar, Patel, &c. shall indirectly molest you, and complain against 
your making the fixed collections from the inhabitants of the Purguna, and 
shall make disturbances, or cause any other person to do so, I will not hear 
them, but will order them to pay according to the rate at which the Purguna 
may be assessed, and direct them not to make disturbances. 

III. In the province of Rajpeepla, and its vicinity, reside Bheels, Meh- 
wasecs, and Gecrasias ; therefore if they in the aforesaid Purguna shall 
commit any injury to its villages, or their inhabitants, or, coming in gangs, shall 
steal the corn when in the fields, or damage the grain when brought into the 
Kullee, or shall se'^c and carry off' any person, or shall commit Jhansa, the 
Raj Sirkar will cause compensation to be made for the damage sustained. If 
a settlement is not made, then a deduction shall he made from the amount of 
the farm equal to the damage sustained. 

IV. Whatever Gunvut (rate of assessment) or agreement you may make 

(keeping in view the Ahadae of the district) during the seven years of your farm, 
no one will interfere therewith. Waving given assurances to the inhabitants 
of the district, whatever land you may bring into cultivation the profit shall be 
yours; but you must do this keeping the Ryuts comfortable, and fAaking no 
unjust oppression or exaction upon any one. . 

V^. The Raja’s Thana stationed to take care of the above districts, will be 
composed as follow's :— 

' Thanadar. 

25 Horsemen. 

(18 Peeadas. 

A memorandum has been separately given to the Thanadar, containing orders 
for his guidance how to conduct himself, in conformity to which he will act; 
hut if he does not do so, and docs not comply with your wishes in taking care 
of the district, he will be removed, and another proper person will be appointed 
hy the Sirkar in his room. 

The undermentioned Aswars and Peeadas will be attached to you to assist 
you in making your collections :— 

2 Aswars. 

4 Peeadas. 

conformity to your directions they will act. If they do not conduct 
themselves properly, you may entertain people of your own in their place, and 
their pay will be given you from the expenses of the Seebundy of the Raj 
Hr 
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Sirkar; but if you entertain additional Sepoys beyond the ininiber given to 
you, their expense will fall upon you. . 

VI. No one shall indirectly take any of the produce of the villages of the 
district. If the Ryuts will voluntarily give the Sirkar a Nuzzerana on account 
of a marriage, &c., it shall be received through you. The Sirkar will not 
take any without your knowledge. 

VII. You .shall not be molested by the Raj Sirkar, or by any other, 
during the period of your lease. Upon this point rest satisfied. In the eighth 
year you must restore the aforesaid district in an {Ahad) or populous condition. 
Whatever sums you may advance in the last year of the lease to the Ryuts 
forTukavee (i. e. to buy cattle or seed) shall be repaid to you on |)rorlncing 
the persons and their bonds. 

VIII. The annual Sader Khurch (contingent expenses) beyond the 
regular assessed revenue of the villages of the aforesaid Purguna on account 
of Derniada (charity), Rhojun Khurch, &ic., you must divide amongst the 
several villages, and collect it from them according to custom. A separate 
memorandum has been given to you enumerating them. 

IX. Whatever profit or loss arises from the produce of this farm for seven 
years will be yours. 

X. Whatever Just rights are possessed in the above district by Geerasias, 
Zumindars, or any other persons in the aforesaid district, you must cau.se 
them to be paid from the place from whence they are due, during the seven 
years of y*ur farm. If any one makes a dispute upon this subject, then you 
must make the same known to the Sirkar, and it will settle the dispute 
according to justice. 

XI. Whatever balance of revenue or Tukavee is due from the inhabitant.s 
of the villages of the above Purguna to the Gaekvvar Government, will be told 
to you, and the persons from whom it may be due will be pointed out to you. 
In conformity with their ability, and paying regard to their means, whatever 
annual instalments you may fix for its recovery, you must collect the same, 
and pay the amount to the Government Potdar. 

XII. Whatever ready money for Tukavee was given by the Rajpeepla 
Government in the present year to the inhabitants of the above Purguna, you 
must collect with interest, and pay the same into the shop of the Government 
Potdar, and take his receij)t. For the last year there is a balance due to the 
Government from this Purguna from its Khabydeea lands, but in the above 
year some persons were ruined by the calamity which occurred in it; you 
must therefore collect the balance which may remain due from them (after 
deducting such remissions which through you the Sirkar may agree to make, 
out of consideration to their situation) in the two years 1880 and 1881, and 
pay the same to the Potdar and take his receipt. 
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XIII. Whatever persons have always enjoyed in the above Purguna 
Doomala villages, the same must continue to enjoy them as usual. They are 
not included in your lease, but whatever (he Sirkar is accustomed to take 
from them, this is yours. 

XIV. It is the custom in the above Purguna to fine any person who may 
commit crimes and offences. If the offence may be for stealing corn or other 
produce of the soil, then whatever fines may be levied is included in 
your farm, but besides them, whatever fines (Dundfurree) may be levied on 
account of crimes of every other description by the Thanadar through you in 
proportion to the ability of the offender, their amount will not be yours, but 
the Sirkar’s. 

XV. If, by the will of Providence, at any time any unforeseen (Sultanee or 
Asmanee) misfortune should befal the above district, the Raj Sirkar in that 
year will send a Metha into the above district to make inquiries, and to 
ascertain the gross produce and expense; after this inquiry, whatever balance 
may justly remain due to you, the same, with interest at tlic rate of 12 annas, 
per cent, per mensem, shall be paid to you. 

In this manner, having consented to this agreement of fifteen Articles, the 
farm of the above Purguna is granted to you for seven years, in conformity to 
which the Raj Sirkar will abide, for the fulfilment of which the assurances of 
the Honorable Company’s Sirkar has been given. What is written is correct. 

Signed by Purvoodas Wurnasvdas, 
on the part of the Rajpeepla State. 

Wasunbhye and IJacherdas agree to the above written engagement on 
receiving the guarantee of the Honorable Company’s Sirkar that its conditions 
will be duly fulfilled. 


(Signed) WASUNnirvE and Baciierdas. 



Statement exhibiting the Names of the Seven Districts of Rajpeepla which have been Farmed from Sumvut 1879 (or a. d. 
1822-23^ to Sumvut 1885 (or a. d. 1828-29 the progressive Increase in the Amount of the Farm for each year; the 
Total Amount paid for the Lease; and the Names of the Farmers of each District. 



(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

First Assist. Resident, on Deputation. 
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Political Department. 

* 

From W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To THE Resident at Bahoda. 

Dated ]5th March 1823. 

Sib, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
3rd of this month, forwarding the copy of one from your Assistant, on deputa¬ 
tion in Rajpeepla, of the 20th ultimo, reporting his having leased out the seven 
principal districts of that province, to persons of character and wealth. 

The Governor in Council is pleased to approve and confirm all the agree¬ 
ments concluded by Mr. Willoughby relating to these districts, and authorises 
the guarantee of the British Government being affixed to them accordingly. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnuam, Chief Secretary. 

Domhay Castle, 15/A March 1823. 




ENGAGEMENTS ENTERED INTO 

THROUGH THE AGENCY OF MR. J. P. WILLOUGHBY, 

BY THE RAJA OE RAJPEEPLA, 


IN THE YEAR 182 .?, 


FOR THE PAYMF:NT TO HIS HIGHNESS THE GAEKWAR OF 
AN ANNUAL TRIBUTE OF RUPEES 05,001, AND FOR THE 
GRANT OF A PROVISION FOR THE SUPPORT OF SOORUJ- 
KOOR BAEE AND HER ALLEGED SON PURTAUB SING ; 


ALSO, 

A GENERAL AGREEMENT CONCLUDED BY 
MR. AYlLLOUGllBY AYITII THE RAJA, 

DURING THE SAME YEAR, 

WITH THE VIEW OF ENSURING THAT CHIEF’S FUTURE 
GOOD BEHAVIOUR. 




BNOAGEMENTS* ENTERED INTO BY THE 
RAJTEEPLA RAJA. 


Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Isf April 1823. 

Sir, —I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Honorable the 
Governor in Council, copy of a letter from Mr. Willoughby, on deputation in 
Rajpeepla, to my address, transmitting an original bond executed by the Raja, 
for the payment of the tribute to the Gaekwar, similar in tenor to those furnish¬ 
ed by other tributaries. A bond has also been taken from the Raja binding him 
to make the provision for Soorujkoor and Purtaub Sing already sanctioned by 
Government. The division made of this between the parties by Mr. Willoughby 
appears just and expedient, and the renunciation of all claim upon the Gadee of 
Rajpeepla by Purtaub Sing, on receiving this settlement, is but reasonable. 

2. The draft of the proposed agreement with the Raja, which forms the third 
enclosure to Mr. Willoughby’s letter, having only in view the determining the 
nature of the engagements which the intimate connexion of the Raja’s Govern¬ 
ment with our own has necessarily obliged him to form under our assistance and 
advice, appears to me to be indispensably requisite. It binds the Raja to nothing 
more than he has already acceded to in engaging to act by our advice; but it 
removes all temptation to attempts at evasion in the performance of any of 
these engagements, and it marks so clearly the line of conduct to be observed 
by the Raja in the management of his country without impairing his authority, 
that I am sanguine in the hope of its meeting with the approval of the 
Honorable the Governor in Council. I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 1st April 1823. 


From J. P. WiLLODQHBY, Esq., First Assistant Resident, on Deputation 
To J. Williams, Esq., Resident, Baroda. 

Dated 29tA March 1823. 

Sir,—I have the honour to transmit an original bond I have caused the Raja 
Rajpeepla to enter into, promising to pay annually the sum of Rs. 65,000. 
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Vide iUso page 524 of this Selection. 
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tribute to the Gaekwar Government. As this does not differ from the bonds 
taken from the other tributaries of the Gaekwar Government, the nature of 
which is so well known, no observations are necessary from me in explanation 
thereof. 

2. I have also the honour to forward another original bond executed by 
the Raja, agreeing to pay the Nemnook fixed at your suggestion, and 
already sanctioned by Government, for the maintenance of Soorujkoor and 
Purtaub Sing, amounting to Rs. 8,400 per annum, independently of two villages 
to be retained by the former. This, according to my former suggestion, is 
drawn out in the name of Soorujkoor; but to prevent the possibility of disputes 
arising between the parties concerned, the proportion due to each is specified. 

3. To Soorujkoor is assigned 200 Rupees per mensem, and the produce 
of the two villages above alluded to, and to Purtaub Sing the remaining 500 
Rupees per mensem. I hope this division of the maintenance will meet with 
your approbation. The reasons of the larger sum being assigned to Purtaub 
Sing, are two ; 1st, because bis expenses must be greater than those of Sooruj¬ 
koor; and 2nd, because the latter (were it not for the peculiar circumstances 
of her situation) would not be entitled, by the custom of this State, to any 
additional provision beyond that afforded her from the villages she is still 
allowed to retain. 

4. At the conclusion of the bond an allusion is made to a paper the 
Raja requests he may receive fiom Soorujkoor on her receiving the above 
Nemnook. A draft of this is also herewith transmitted, and simply 
acknowledges the acceptance of the Nemnook, and stating that no claim now 
e.xists from the Rajpeepla State on the part of Partaub Sing. I cannot consider 
the expectation of the Raja that he should receive such a document to be un¬ 
reasonable, nor has any objection occurred to me against ^ts being demanded. 

5. I also take this opportunity to enclose the draft of an agreement, and 
its translation, which I would propose the Rajpeepla State should enter into, 
binding itself to abide by the arrangements which have been concluded with 
it through the British Government. It is true that it has already furnished 
a bond binding itself to abide by the advice it may receive from the British 
Government, but this appears to be of too general a nature, and considering 
the great re.sponsibility which has been entailed upon the British Government 
by the late arrangements, something more specific and defined than the above 
general promise appears desirable. 

G. As, however, the point is one of considerable importance, I have not 
thought myself authorised to make any proposition regarding it to the 
Raja, without first submitting it for your consideration and instructions. 

7. The agreement now proposed commences by alluding to the dispute 
which formerly existed for the sovereignty of Rajpeepla, and the decisioa 
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which was finally passed by the Gaekwar and British Governments regarding 
it; and that in consequence the Raja in whose favour this decision was passed 
consents to subscribe to nine Articles binding him to pursue a certain fine of 
conduct for the future, winch will best be explained by an explanation of the 
articles themselves. 

8. The 1st Article relates to the debts with which the Rajpeepla State is 
encumbered, and binds the Raja to adopt any plan which may be proposed 
by the Rssident at Baroda for the liquidation of those which may be due to 
the Gaekwar Government. It further binds the Raja to livnit the expenses 
of his Government to whatever proportion of its resources the Resident may at 
any time think it expedient to recommend should be fixed for this purpose. 

9. The 2nd Article alludes to the separate bond which has been rendered 
for the regular annual payment of the Gaekwar tribute, in conformity with 
which the Raja promises to abide, with the usual reservation clause providing 
for remissions being made therefrom in the event of Asmanee or Sultanee 
misfortunes at any time befalling the tributary. 

10. The 3rd Article alludes to the detachment of Company’s troops stationed 
in Raj peepla for its protection, and binds the Raja to agree to any mode 
which it may hereafter be deemed fair and reasonable to propose for reimburs¬ 
ing the ex|)ense which the arrangement occasions to the British Goverhment. 
This article is not inserted with the view of making any immediate demand 
from the Raja on the above account, for such you are well aware could not be 
complied with for several years to come. Its insertion, however, appears to me 
to be just and expedient, and not at variance with the instructions of the 
Honorable the Governor in Council in Mr. Warden’s letter dated the 28th of 
February 1822, viz. “ that the demand of payment of our expenses need not be 
relinquished nor yet enforced.”* 

11. The 4th Article provides against disturbances being made by the Bheels 
and Mehwasees of Rajpeepla, in the districts of the British and Gaekwar 
Governments and their dependencies; and binds the Raja either to cause 
reparation to be made for any injury or disturbance they may commit, or to 
make it himself. 

12. By the 6th Article the Raja promises not to harbour or associate with, 
or allow any one to harbour of associate with disturbers of the public peace, 
within the limits of his Talook. 

13. By the 6th Article the Raja promises not to commit acts of aggression 
against any one, but that in case any dispute arises between him and any 
other Talookdar or Zumindar, the same is to be referred for the arbitration of 
the British Government, in conformity with whose decision the Raja is bound 
to abide. 

* A iilr page ;’>,'U of (liiv Selectiou. 
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14. The 7th Article stipulates that no one shall offer any molestation to 
travellers journeying in Rajpeepla, and binds theHaja to make proper arrange¬ 
ments for their security and protection. 

15. Tlie 8th Article relates to the Geeras rights of the Rajpeepla Geera- 
sias upon the Company’s districts in the Broach and Surat Zillas; refers to the 
papers of agreement taken from them by me regarding these rights; and binds 
the Raja to cause the Geerasias to abide by whatever final settlement may be 
made respecting them. 

16. The 9th and last Article provides against the illicit transit of opium 
through the Raja’s territories, and binds this Government to comply with any 
future arrangements which the British Government may propose for the better 
regulation of the opium trade. 

17. The agreement concludes by a clause making it binding in perpetuity, 
and constituting the Raja’s Talook security for its being abided by. Such is 
the nature of the bond, which, under the peculiar circumstances of this petty 
State, I venture to recommend for your approval. Its terms are clear and 
explicit, and do not therefore require any further explanation. The security 
proposed is the only one which the Raja has it in his power to bestow, because 
he has no connection with other Talookdars, who might otherwise become 
security for him. It is certainly the most satisfactory, and one which perhaps 
the Raja would not to any other State voluntarily afford ; but owing so 
much as he does to the interposition of the British Government; grateful 
as he feels for such having been made in his behalf; aware of the heavy responsi¬ 
bility the British Government has incurred in consequence; and having perfect 
reliance in our good faith, I have no doubt his acquiescence will be voluntarily 
given, under which idea I have proposed it should be demanded. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, First Assist. Resident, 

on Deputation. 

Camp Nundod, 29/A March 1823. 


Bond signed and delivered to Government by Maharana Verisal, 
Baja of Rajpeepla, dated at Nandod the IQth of Falgoon Sood, 
Sumvut 1879 ('a. d. 20th February 1823 ). 

We have of our free will agreed to pay yearly, at Baroda, to the Gaekwar 
Government, for yearly Jumabuudee and Ghansdana, the sum of (65,001) 
sixty-five thousand and one rupees. 

The three villages in the Thana of Roond, viz. Ist, Roond,2nd, Johoor, 3rd, 
Kotara, and the Zukat (inland duties), and the five Dumala villages Wurkeir, 
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Poeecba, Waslma, Hudda, Bhang, and Kokulpoor, and Roond near Bhalode, 
and the Seerpao yearly payable to us from the Gaekwar Government, and the 
Town of Burun, being all deducted, the sum total (65,001) sixty-five thousand 
and one rupees is settled, the instalments to be paid in the months of Poush, 
Falgoon, Chytru, and Wnishak. In this manner from generation to genera¬ 
tion, year by year, the sums shall be made good, under the mediation of the 
Honorable Company, and no deviation occur. On all matters of the above 
mentioned Talooka, whatever discussions on matters good or bad may arise, 
these shall be leferred to the mediation of the Honorable Company, and we 
shall remain satisfied therein ; nor shall there ever be a departure from this 
agreement. This we have written and signed. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) R. H. Kennedy, Translator. 


Bond entered into hy the Raja Verisal of Rnjpeepla, granting a 
provision to Ranee Soorujkoor Baee, dated at Nandod the lOM 
Falgoon Sood, Suinvut 1879 (a. d. February 20th 1823). 

To Soorujkoor Baee, Maharana Verisal, Raja of Rajpeepla, has written 
and delivered. The illustrious Gaekwar Government and the* Honorable 
British Government having, in the performance of justice, decided the 
sovereignty of Rajpee]da to be ours, and in their beneficence conferred entirely 
the honour on us, therefore we bestow upon you and on Purtaub Sing, and 
others under your protection, a yearly gift, at the rate of seven hundred (700) 
rupees per month, annual total eight thousand four hundred (8,400) rupees, as 
follows :—For your private expenses two hundred (200) rupees per month, year¬ 
ly two thousand four hundred (2,400) rupees, and Wulligaum in the Kuntaul 
Purguna, and Syaligaum in the Ruttunpoor Purguna; whatever, produce is 
derivable from these towns is yours, and the towns delivered to you, and this 
monthly allowance and the produce of the towns remain yours for life ; and 
for Purtaub Sing and the rest a monthly allowance of five hundred (SOO't rupees 
shall be regularly given, making a yearly total of six thousand (6,000) rupees. 
At this rate of eight thousand four hundred (8,400) rupees a year, as it has been 
agreed upon and engaged to you, so shall it be given, and do you continue to 
go on as you have written to us. In this matter no changes shall occur. This 
we have written and signed. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) R. H. Kennedy, Translator. 
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Bond entered into by Soorujkoor Baee agredng to receive the Allow¬ 
ance assigned by the Raja of Rajpeepla to herself and Purtaub 
Sing for their support, and foregoing all further Claim on tAat 
Estate. 

To Maharana Verisal, Raja of Rajpeepla, Ranee Soorujkoc# Baee writes. I 
am content to receive the yearly allowance and provision made for me and 
Purtaub Sing and others under my protection, through the mediation of the 
Gaekwar Government, and by Mr. Williams on behalf of the British Govern¬ 
ment, and will remain satisfied; nor have I any further claims whatever for 
myself or for Purtaub Sing on the above mentioned territory, or the Govern¬ 
ment thereof. Thus have I written and signed. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) R. H. Kennedy, Translator. 

Agreement alluded to in the 5th to 17th paras, of Mr. Willoughby's 
letter, finally entered into with the Honorable East India Com¬ 
pany by Maharana Verisal, Raja of Rajpeepla, on the 26<A 
November 1823. 

Formerly a dispute existed regarding the right to the Gadee of my Chieftain¬ 
ship, on which account the two great Sirkars, of Shreemnnt Gaehwar Sena- 
khas Keyl Shumshere Bahadur, and the Honorable Company Ungrez 
Bahadur, having investigated the same, decided my claim to be just, confirmed 
it, and delivered over to me the Chieftainship. On this account, I, of my own 
understanding and free will and pleasure, subscribe to the under-written 
Articles of Agreement for my good behaviour. 

Akticle I. 

On the abovementioned Chieftainship are debts due to the Gaekwar Sirkar, 
and to others. I have not means to bear the whole of this burthen, which is 
known to the Sirkar. But whatever order I shall receive (ro™ the Resident 
at Baroda, on the part of the Honorable the Company, to adopt any plan for 
the liquidation of the Gaekwar debt, 1 will agree to, and act in conformity 
with the same. 

Whatever proportion of the resources of the State may be fixed to defray 
the expenses of the State at any time by the advice of the Resident and an 
order given upon the subject, in conformity with it I will abide. In this I 
will make no difference. 

Article II. 

A separate bond has been given regarding Jlhe annual Ghansdana and Juma* 
bundee to Ke paid to the Gaekwar Government, according to which I will 
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pay the Bum. If in any year an Asmanee or Sultanee misfortune should really 
occur, then the Sirkar out of compassion will make a remission in the tribute 
of*that year, according io the custom of the country. 

Article III. 

The Company^? Sirkar has stationed in the above Chieftainship a detach¬ 
ment of its Sepoys for my protection. For the expense of the same, in what¬ 
ever manner the Sirkar may direct, I will agree and pay in conformity with 
the same. 

Article IV. 

The Bheels and Mehwasees of the above Talook shall not commit any dis¬ 
turbances in the districts of the GaekwSr to the north and south of the river 
Nerbudda, nor in the Khaseh districts of the Honorable Company or in 
their dependencies. I will keep the arrangements with them binding. In 
the above province from every village Fael Zamin security has been taken 
for its good behaviour. If any village has been omitted, security shall be taken 
from it, and a proper settlement be kept. If any disturbance or injury is sus¬ 
tained, and the same should be proved against any of the inhabitants of my 
province, I will answer for the same or cause an answer to be given for it. 

Article V. 

1 will not harbour, nor allow any one to harbour in my Talook, disturbers 
of the public peace, Mehwasees, the criminals of both Governments, and Bhar- 
wutteeas ; I will not nor shall any other person associate with thenf. 

Article VI. 

I will not commit acts of aggression against any one. If any dispute arises 
between me and any other Talookdar or Zumindar, I will make the same 
known to the Company’s Sirkar, and whatever order it may give respecting it, 
I will abide by. 

Article VII. 

No one shall molest travellers passing and repassing through the limits of 
my Talook. I will take care that a proper settlement is made on this point. 

Article VIII. 

In the above province reside Rajpoots and Geerasias who possess Geeras 
rights upon the Company’s districts in the Zillas of Broach and Surat. Regard¬ 
ing these, papers of agreement were taken from them by Mr. Willoughby, 
Assistant to the Resident. Whatever final settlement of these may be made, in 
conformity with the same I will cause them to abide. 

Article IX. 

In conformity with the order of the Company’s Sirkar, opium shall not be 
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clandestinely conveyed within the limits of my province by any merchants 
or travellers, concealed in any other merchandize, without the seal and order 
of the Sirkar. I will keep a good arrangement in this respect in my Talotfk. 
If any opium is clandestinely conveyed, I will seize it, and make the same 
known to the Sirkar. Whatever order tlie Sirkar may give relating to the 
opium arrangements I will abide by. * 

In conformity with the above written nine Articles I will always act from 
generation to generation. If in this respect any difference arises, I will answer 
for the same. My Talook is security for my acting in conformity to what is 
written above. What is written is true. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

First Assistant Resident, on Deputation. 

M emo. —This Agreement was approved by the Government of Bombay on 
the 20th December 1823. 


/ Seal of the 
I Raja of 
y Rajpeepla. 


Political Department. 

From W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the^Resident at Baroda. 

Dated \4th April 1823. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st 
of this month, forwarding copy of a despatch from your Assistant, on deputa¬ 
tion in Rajpeepla, of the 29th ultimo, enclosing an original bond executed by 
the Raja of that State for the payment of the Gaekvvar’.s tribute, also a bond 
binding him to make the provision for Soorujkoor and Purtaub Sing. 

2. The Governor in Council approves of the proposed draft of an agreement 
to be entered into with the Raja for the due performance of his engagements. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, \4th April 1823. 


Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident, Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 10th December 1823. 

Sir, —I have the honour to transmit, for tlie information of Government, 
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copy of a letter from Mr. Willoughby, da^ the 8th instant, forwarding the 
bond directed to be taken on the part of the British Government from the 
Raja of Rajpeepla, duly ratified. 

2. The nature of this document has already been fully explained and its 
translation been laid before Government. The original has been deposited 
with the Native records of this office. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, lOf/i December 1823. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assist. Resident, on Deputation, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident, Baroda. 

Dated Sth December 1823. 

SiH,—With reference to the 6th paragraph of your letter dated the 3rd 
ultimo, I have the honour to transmit the bond therein alluded to, duly ratified 
by tliis Government. 

2. The bond in question has been subscribed to without the least hesita¬ 
tion. Narsing, the father of the young Raja, on delivering it to me, merely 
ojjserving that he placed implicit confidence in the British Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

First Assistant Resident, on Deputation. 

Cam]) Nandod, %lh Deconher 1823. • 


Political Depahtment. 

From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To THE Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 20th December 1823. 

Sir,— I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
instant, forwarding one from your Assistant, on deputation in Rajpeepla, 
together with the bond directed to be taken on the part of the Bombay 
Government from the Raja of that State, duly ratified, and to acquaint you that 
Mr. Willoughby’s proceedings -have been approved by the Governor in Council, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 20th December' 1823. 
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ARRANGEMENT EFFECTED BY MR. J. P. WILLOUGHBY, 


IN THE YEAR 

FOE THE LiaUIDATION, 

BY INSTALMENTS, 


OF THE DEBT DUE BY THE RAJPEEPLA STATE 
TO HIS HIGHNESS THE GAEKWAE. 




ABEANGEMENTS CONCLUDED EOE THE LIOUIDA- 
TION OF THE DEBT DUE BY THE EAJPEEPLA 
STATE TO THE GAEKWAE. 


Political Department, 

From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant Resident, in Charge, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 2I.?t June 1823. 

Sir, —In the absence of the Resident, it becomes my duty to report, for the 
information and confirmation of the Honorable tlie Governor in Council, the 
arrangement I was enabled to effect during my last deputation to Rajpeepla, 
Mgarding the debt due from that petty State to His Highness the Gaekwar 
up to Sumvut 1877, a, d. 1820-21. 

2. This subject having already undergone ample discussion, the result of 
which has from time to time been laid before Government, it is not necessary 
for me to take up its time by again entering into the details of tile question, 
but merely to make a few general observations regarding it. 

3. It will be in the recollection of Government that the original amount 
of the debt claimed was no, less than Rs. 21,76,246-0-87^, but that before 
any discussion could scarcely be said to have taken place regarding its justice 
or otherwise, this amount was reduced by the consent of His Highness the 
Gaekwar to Rs. 12,56,226-2-25. The amount of remission, therefore, thus 
agreed to, was Rs. 9,20,019-2-62.^, regarding wffich I shall only observe, that 
it was obtained with very little demur on the part of this Government, because 
upwards of 24 per cent, interest, and an unjust item of three lakhs of rupees, 
were found to be included in the first account produced. 

4. In the discussions which afterwards took place between the Residency 
and the Baroda Durbar, regarding what proportion of the remainder of the 
debt should be considered either as justly due, or proportionate to the ability 
of the tributary to pay, a choice of two modes of proceeding occurred. The 
one, to endeavour to obtain His Highness the Gaekwar’s consent to grant 
such further remission as the evident injustice and extravagance of many of 
the items of the debt on the one hand, and the ability of the tributary on the 
other, rendered fair and reasonable. The other, to canvass every item of the 
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debt in detail, and reject such as might prove to be unjust or extravagant. 
The former of these two modes was adopted by Mr. Williams, principally 
from its being the least complex and tedious of the two, and less offensive to 
the feelings of His Highness the Gaekvvar and the members of his admi¬ 
nistration. 

6. This decision having been made, the question was minutely and fully dis¬ 
cussed in several conferences which took place at the Residency with Wittul 
Rao Dewajee, the Gaekwar Minister; but nothing conclusive appearing likely 
to result from these, Mr. Williams finally acceded to a proposition made by 
the former, that their substance should be reduced to writing, and laid before 
His Highness the Gaekwar, accompanied by his opinion regarding the extent 
of remission to be granted. This was accordingly done, and a memorandum 
sent to the Durbar, recommending that the sum of eight lakhs of rupees 
should be considered as much as this Government was entitled to receive, or 
that the tributary could afford to pay. The grounds on which this second 
remission, amounting to Rs. 4,56,226-2-25, was recommended, having been 
previously fully discussed, and for the most part admitted by this Govern¬ 
ment, the proposition was without further demur consented to, under certain 

conditions, the nature of which will be observed on reference to the 

• ^ 
annexed copy and translation of a memorandum sent to the Residency on 

the subject. 

6. The substance of this document may be summed up as follows:—His 
Highness the Gaekwar agrees to reduce the original amount of the debt to 
eight lakhs of rupees, upon condition that the tributary pays as large a pro¬ 
portion of tin's sum as possible in cash immediately, in which case he further 
consents that the balance remaining shall be paid by annual instalments, 
without bearing interest; a temporary reduction is also admitted on account 
of sums claimed by the tributary from the Komavisdars of the Gaekwar 
Government, stated by the former to have been collected by them, but not 
carried to the public account 

7. I shall now proceed to report the arrangement I have concluded on the 
part of the tributary, by which the above terms have been fulfilled to the 
fullest extent practicable. The amount to be proved against the District 
Officers of this Government is Rs. 1,40,330-3-314. It would be premature 
to give any opinion regarding the truth of the tributary’s assertion of its 
ability to prove the whole of this item to be justly claimed from the above 
persons, as such can be only ascertained by a minute and tedious comparison 
of the accounts of both parties. This investigation, I must however add, 
would have been commenced upon when I was last on the spot, had the 
Gaekwar Komavisdars paid attention to my request to attend me in person> 
or appoint deputies on their part to be pr^se'nt to assist in the inquiry. Ih'® 
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item, therefore, must necessarily be considered as temporarily accounted for, 
and the debt to be reduced to .. .. .. Rs. 6,59,669 0 68| 

From this sum is to be deducted the following items :— 

Amount paid to the Gaekwar Govern¬ 
ment from the resources of Rajpeepla 

of the past year .Rs. 1,26,000 0 0 

Amount paid in cash on the 13th of 
April last in liquidation of the balance 
of the loan raised in 1820 under the 
guarantee of the British Government.. 2,44,026 3 0 
Amount of interest and Government 
share of Potdaree due to the Raja 
from the holders of the old loan, 
calculated up to the 13th of April last, 
the day on which the latter tvas entirely 

discharged. 36,669 0 81^ 

--- 4,05,694 3 8U 

Balance remaining due to theGaekwar Government and 
, to be liquidated by annual instalments vvitliout inte¬ 
rest is .Rs. 2,53,974 0 87 J 

8. Neither the first nor the last of the above deductions require any detail¬ 
ed remarks. The first was last year reported to Government as h&ving been 
paid; the last arises from the circumstance of the interest of the old loan having 
been only estimated, and a balance of the amount, estimated as al)ove, saved to 
the tributary, by the loan being discharged so much earlier than was anticipated. 

9. The mode in which I was enabled to realize so large a sum as the second 
item was, by raising anew loan to the extent of Rs. 2,25,001 from certain Ba- 
roda Bankers, under the guarantee of the British Government, and borrowing 
Rs. 19,024-3-0 from the Rajpeepla Government Potdaree, by which arrange¬ 
ments a reduction of one-fourth of the interest paid by the tributary on the 
former loan has been obtained ; and, moreover, the stipulation in its favour 
regarding the balance of the debt being paid by annual instalments without 
interest, is rendered binding on the superior Government from the tributary 
being able to pay so la*ge a proportion of the debt in cash. For the terms of 
the agreement entered into by the holders of the new loan and the Raja, I beg 
leave to refer the Honorable the Governor in Council to the annexed copy 
and translation of the bond to which they have mutually subscribed, merely 
observing that they are particularly favourable to,the latter, considering the 
embarrassed state of his finances^ and that the instalments to be paid to the 
bankers are as small in amount as they could be expected to consent to receive. 
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10. I have not deemed it necessary to wait for the sanction of Government 
prior to .the above arrangement being ratified, the money having been paid 
to the Gaekwar Government and the guarantee of the British Government 
having been affixed to the bond on the 13th of April last. I considered 
no delay on this account necessary, from my confidence that the whole 
arrangement will be approved by Government, because, 1st, it secures such 
important benefits to the tributary; 2nd, because it assists the Gaekwar 
Government in its present pecuniary embarrassments, by furnishing it with so 
large a sum in ready money which it did not calculate upon receiving; and 
3rd and lastly, because the pecuniary responsibility of the British Government 
is considerably diminished from the terms of the new loan being (as shown 
above) so much more favourahlf to the debtor than those of the old. 

11. It now only remains for me to make a few observations regarding the 
probable time in which the tributary will be able to liquidate the balance of 
the debt it still owes to the superior Government, amounting, as shown at 
the conclusion of the 7(|i paragraj)!) of my letter, to lls. 2,53,974-3-87.1. 
In order to do this in the clearest and most intelligible manner I am able, 

I have drawn out the annexed statement (\o. 3) exhibiting, 1st, the amount to be 
paid by the farmers of the seven principal districts of Rajpeepla for five years 
of their farm; 2nd, the estimated amount of the remaining resources of the 
State for the same period; 3rd, the total of these two items; 4th, the esti¬ 
mated amount of the expenses of the State for ditto, including the Gaekwar 
tribute; 5th, the balance of revenue remaining after these are paid ; 6th, the 
instalments to be paid to the holders of the new loan ; 7th and lastly, the 
surplus which will remain after these are paid, applicable to the payment of 
the balances of the Gaekwar debt. 

12. The above statement shows at one glance the whole resources of the 
State, with their appropriation, prospectively for five years; and as enough 
has been written upon this subject, and the data on which the estimates of the 
receipts and disbursements have been made are to be found in the records 
of Government, it is only necessary for me to sum up the results it exhibits, 
which, considering all things, will, I trust, be deemed most satisfactory. 

The total estimated resources are for the ensuing five 

years . Rs. 11,33,035 0 0 

The total estimated cxjrenses including the Gaekwar 

tribute, for the same period, are .„ 8,35,000 0 0 

Surplus balance remaining.... Rs. 2,98,035 0 0 

The instalments of the new loan to be paid during the 

same period amount to. „ 2,59,811 0 0 

Balance applicable to the discharge of tl}e remainder 

of the Gaekwar debt. Rs. 38,224 0 0 
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13. From the above summary it will be observed, that by tlie present 
arrangement concluded in behalf of the Rajpeepla State, and others which 
have already been reported and sanctioned by Government, the whole of the 
expenses of the State are provided for, for the next five years; the Gaekwar 
tribute will be regularly realized in each year; the whole of the new loan 
which has been raised on account of the Gaekwar Government will be paid 
off, with the exception of a small balance of interest; and a small surplus will 
still remain applicable for the further discharge of the Gaekwar debt, and 
upon as sure and certain grounds as human foresight is able to calculate. 
The last surplus alluded to, amounts to Rs. 38,224, which however may, 
though with difficulty, be increased to 60,000 by borrowing the deficiency 
from the Potdar of the Rajpeepla State, the whole to he paid in five equal 
instalments of 10,000 Rupees each. These arrangements have been made 
known to the Baroda Durbar, and 1 have every reason to believe that it is 
convinced that in concluding them its interests have been consulted to the 
fullest extent possible. 

14. At the conclusion of the fifth year the financial arrangements of the 
tributary will, from so great a proportion of its embarrassments being 
removed, be comparatively easy, provided in the mean time no unforeseen 
calamity occurs. The revenues of the ensuing year, Sumvut 1885(1828-29), 


which is the last of the farm, may be estimated at . Rs. 2,71,807 

Expenses on the same scale as at present, including the 

Gaekwar tribute . •„ I,G7,000 

Surplus balance remaining is. Rs. 1,04,807 


16. From the surplus balance of the revenue estimated for the sixth year 
will be discharged whatever remains unpaid of the new loan now raised. The 
different sums which have already been taken up, and will in the mean time 
necessarily be taken up from the Rajpeepla Government Potdaree, will have 
accumulated to a considerable sum, and will require attention, and be in part dis¬ 
charged. It would, therefore, at present be unsafe to mention the precise sum 
which the Gaekwar Government will receive in addition to its tribute in the 
sixth year, though from the above large balance of surplus revenue being antici¬ 
pated, it will no doubt be very considerable, and increase gradually every 
succeeding year, until the total extinction of the whole debt. 

16. In conclusion, I beg leave to apologize for the unavoidable delay which 
has taken place in reporting these measures (which has arisen partly from the 
delay of the Gaekwar Government in restoring the bond executed when the 
loan of 1820 was raised, but which I have since destroyed, and partly from 
fhe press of other business at this office), and to express a hope that they will 
give satisfaction to the Honorable the Governor in Council, as affording the 
HOr 
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cheering prospect of all the Gaekwar’s rights being preserved, and its tributary 
restored from the brink of insolvency to a flourishing and prosperous condi¬ 
tion, to ensure which desirable result to the interposition of the British Govern¬ 
ment in the afl’airs of the latter, it is only necessary that a constant and vigilant 
attention be paid from this Residency, that subsisting engagements be most 
strictly and scru|Hdously abided by, and in particular that the present scale of 
expenses fixed for the Rajpeepla Government be not in the smallest degree 
exceeded. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Wili.oiiouby, 

First Assistant Resident, in (Charge. 

liarodu Residency, 21s/ June 1823. 


No. 1. 

Translation of a Memorandum received from the (Saeltwar Government, respect¬ 
ing the Debt due to it frotn Rajpeepla, dated the \ st of Jummadee-ul-Ahhur, 
or I Zth Rehrunry 1 823, 

Upon the subject of the money due to the Siikar from the Raja of Rajppe|)la 
up to the end of Siitnvut 1X77 (.a. d. 1820-21'), a conference has taken place 
jiersonally, and a in niorandum has boon given enninerating dili'crent ilenis 


which ought to be deducted from the same, either on account of the distressed 
condition of the tributary, or on the score of justice, as follows:— 

'J'he total claim of the Sirkar amounts to .IPr. ]2,'/0',22fi. 2 ‘25 

From which is to be deducted on the above two accounts ,, d,5()V22t> ‘2 25 

Balance remaining is .Rs. 8,(;(',()<)0 0 0 

From this amount is to be proved agrainstthc Komavis- 
dars, from the difference existing in the amounts they 
have exhibited and their collections for the last six 
years, the sum of. „ l,d0,331 3 3U 


Balance remaining is .Rs. 6,59,009 0 08i 

Of this sum whatever proportion can be paid in ready money, will be so, upon 
which subject Mr. Willoughby is to communicate with the Raja. The balance 
remaining, to be paid by fixed instalments without bearing interest. 

To the above purport a memorandum was received from the Residency, 
dated the 11th of Mag Wud (6th February), pointing out the mode for settling 
the money due to the Sirkar. In reply it is stated, that the settlement which 
has been proposed by the Resident, of the delJt due from Rajpeepla, is approved 
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of by the Sirkar. The item of Rs. 1,40,331-3-31:1, stated to be the 
difference claimed against the Komavisdars, must be investigated and settled as 
soon as possible; when the [)ayment (of part of the remainder) has been made, 
the balance remaining, it is wished, should be adjusted as soon as possible. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) ,1. I’. WiLi.nuatiBy, 

First Assistant Resident, in Charge. 

IS’o. 2. 

Translation of a ftoiid entered into between M(dmrana, Verisnljee, Raja of 
Rajpreida, and Anuntrije Lnlloobhoye Parnk and Kooslinllall Dnneshwer, 
inhabitants of liaroda, dated, the 2nd of (Jh.ytnr Sood, Sumvut 1879, or the 
■* V2th April 1823. 

I have taken from you a loan, in order to make a settlement of the money 
which is due from my Cbieftainship to the Gaekwar Government, the par 
ticulars of which are as follow :— 

The net sum borrowed is two lakhs twenty-five thousand 

and one ., .. .. .. .. .. .. Rs. 2,25,001 

iManootee and Seerpao, are as folk)-.};— 

Manootce one rupee per cent, in tlu' (irst month is .. Rs. 2,250 

Seerj)ao do. do. .. .. .. . • 500 

-2,750 

Tofal..Rs. 2,27,751 

The above sum ot rupees two laklis twenty-seven thousand seven hundred 
and (ifty-one has l)ccn borroW(!d from you in full, for which the interest to 
b<! given has Irecn settled to he 12 annas |)cr cent, per mensem, without any 
th'duction. This will be paid to yon, and until the money has been repaid 
the interest account will be made up every year on the 2nd of Margseer Sood. 
The interest accumidating every year will be deducted from the five annual 
instalments which have been fi.xed, and the remainder will be ])aid to you in 
part i)ayment of the principal. The balance, if any remains, will be stated 
in a memorandum to be given to you year by year. 

The instalments to be paid are as follows :— 


Sumvut 

1880 

on the 2nd Marg 

seer Sood .. 

• • 

Rs. 

21,001 

Do. 

1881 

on do. 

do. 

- . 


34,001 

Do. 

1882 

on do. 

do. 

• • 

)» 

55,001 

Do. 

1883 

on do. 

do. 

• • 


65,001 

Do. ■ 

1884 

on do. 

do. - • • 

• • 

ff 

85,001 


Total..Rs. 2,60,005 
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In the above manner, by instalments I will pay to you altogether in five 
years the sum of two lakhs sixty thousand and five rupees. In the 6th year 
whatever balance of the principal and interest may remain I will pay to you. 
If we both agree together I will make a new loan with you, and give you credit 
for the balance in question. If we do not agree I will get money elsewhere 
and pay to you whatever balance of the principal and interest may remain due 
to you. For the fulfilment of this engagement the guarantee of the Honor¬ 
able Company’s Government is given to you. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

First Assistant Resident, in Charge. 



No. 3. 

Statement exhibiting the Amount of Revenue to be paid by the Farmers of the Seven principal Districts of Rajpeepla for Five 
years, viz. from Sumvut 1880 ("a. d. 1823-24^ to Sumvut 1884 a. d. 1827-28 J; the Estimated Amount of its remaining 
Resources for the same period ; the Total Amount of the former added to the latter; the total Estimated Expenses of the State 
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(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Baroda Residency, 2\st June \?,22. First Assistant Resident, in Charge. 
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Political Departmest. 

From F. WAiiDEy, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Vombay, 

To J. P. WiLLorciiBY, Esq., Assistant in Charge, Baroda. 

• Dated 9<//./?//'/ 1823. 

Sir,—1 have the honour to acknowlecli;e the receipt of your despatch of the 
21st of last month, reporting your having effected an arrangement, during your 
last deputation to Bajirecpla, for the liquidation of the debt due from that Stale 
to IJis Highness the Gaekwar, and to express the satisfaction of the Governor 
in Council at its conclusion. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary. 

Domhay Castle, 9th July 1823. 



IlEPORT BY MU. J. B. WILLOUGHBY 


f>N THE 


I'LNANCIAL CONDITION AND PFiOSPECTS OP ^IJIE 
IlAJPEEPLA STATE, 


DURING THE Y1:AU.S l,S2r.-2(i AND 1827-28; 


AND 


THE FINAL AD-IUSTMENT, BY THAT (iENTLEMAN, OF EVEItY 
FECUNIAUY DE-MAND PREFEIIHED UY HIS HIOHNESS 
THE OAEKWAU ON THAT PETTY Pill NCI PALITY. 




FINANCIAL CONDITION AND PROSPECTS OF THE RAJPEEPLA 
STATE IN 1825-26 AND.1826-27, AND FINAL ADJUSTMENT OF 
ALL THE GAEKVAE’S DEMANDS ON THAT PRINCIPALITY. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 1th April 1827. 

Sin,—I have considerable pleasure in handing up, for the information of 
the Honorable the Governor in Council, Mr. Willoughby’s annual report 
upon the finances of the Rajpeepla State, exhibiting a most satisfactory 
detail of the general improvement in the condition of this tributary, and 
hearing at the same time abundan| testimony to the zeal and ability of the 
Political Agent, under whose superintendence and to whose judicious advice 
this very favourable aspect of its afiPairs i.s justly attributable. 

2. The report is accompanied by the usual explanatory statement 'of the 
revenues, eharge.s, and liquidation of debts : it is brief and perspicuous, and I 
beg leave to refer the Honorable Board thereto for the detail.s, and tq the text of 
the desjiatch for the results; and I doubt not of their affording satisfaction. 

3. In regard to the efficiency of the arrangements adopted at the suggestion 
of the Agent for the management of this country, no stronger proof need be 
adduced than the total absence of all complaint from cither the British or 
Gaekwar Governments, whose territories border Rajpeepla, when formerly 
they were so numerous. 

4. Another satisfactory feature in this report is the complete settlement 
of every claim of the Gaekwar against Rajpeepla. This has been effected by 
the Agent on the part of the latter, in communication with the Minister, 
Wittul Rao Dewajee, and, in my opinion, both parties have good reason to 
be pleased with the result—the Gaekwar in having obtained what in other 
circumstances he could not have realized, for the tributary never would have 
been in a condition to have paid anything had he remained on his former 
footing in .relation to the Gaekwar; and the Rajpeepla State has been relieved 
from the annoyance of having vexatious and undefined claims brought 
forward. The settlement of the claim for Rs. 1,40,000 was particularly neces- 
•'’iiry, and the Gaekwar may be considered a gainer in acquiring a moiety of it, 

had it gone to investigation, it’would have been difficult for him to prove 
^>'8 claims to even that amount, considering the lapse of time and the 
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management in the country resting with the'Raja. The 9th and consecutive 
paragraphs of Mr. "Willoughby’s despatch afford the fullest information 
upon the subject, and I fully agree with him, that it was better to give up a 
moiety of the claim, rather than unsettle the minds of the people on a chance 
of diminishing the demand by investigation. The Gaekwar Government has 
granted to the Rajpeepla State the same Purwana as those to the Kattywar and 
Mahee Kanta tributaries, guaranteed by the British Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 1th April 1827. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Rajpeepla, &c. 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 3rd April 1827. 

Sir, —I have the honour to submit, for your information, my annual report 
of the actual revenues and charges of the Rajpeepla State for Sumvul 
1882 (a. d. 1825-26), with- an estimate of the same for the current year 
Sumvut 1883 (a. d. 1826-27). * 

2. Statement No. 1 contains a comparison of the estimated with the 
actual revenues and charges of the State for Sumvut 1882 (a. d. 1825-26), 
briefly accounting for the variations which are apparent between the two. 
Its results are shown by the abstract to be as follows :— 

Estimated amount of revenues was .. .. Rs. 2,34,969 0 25 


Actual amount realized was .. .. • - » 2,43,365 0 68| 


Excess above the estimate was 

• • 

« « 

•• I^Sa 

" >_ 

8,396 

0 m 

Estimated amount of charges was 

• • 

• • 

• * 

2,60,119 

1 50 

Actual amount of charges was 

« • 

• • 

• • » 

2,62,021 

3 50 

Exceiss above the estimate was 

• • 

• • 

.. Rs. 

1,902 

2 0 

3. Contrasting the actual amount of 

revenues 

realized 

with the 

actual 

charges of the State during the 
obtained :— 

above period. 

the following results are 

Actual amount of charges was 

• • 

• • 

.. Rs. 

2,62,021 

3 50 

Actual amount of revenues was 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2,43,365 

0 68| 

Excess in the former was 

« • 

• • 

• • l^S* 

18,656 

2 82i 


The latter sum is the balance due at the end of the year of report to the 
Government Potdaree or bank, for which the usual note of acknowledgment 
has been granted to the bankers. 

4. On comparing the amount of revenues realized in Sumfut 1882 (a. d* 
1825-26) with those of the year preceding, the following great and satisfactory 
improvement in the resources of the State is shown io have occurred 
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Amount of revenues realized in 1882 (a. d. 1825-26) was Rs. 2,43,365 0 68J 

Amount of revenues realized in 1881 (a. d. 1824-25) was „ 1,99,865 0 37| 

Increase In the former amount is . Rs. 43,500 0 31J 

5. The improvement in the condition of Rajpeepla is still further exempli¬ 
fied by a diminution of the balance due to the Government Potdaree at the 
end of 1882 (a. d, 1825-26) compared with its amount at the end of the 
preceding year:— 

The balance due at the end of 1881 (a. d. 1824-25) was Rs. 31,457 1 50 

The balance due at the end of 1882 (a. d. 1825-26) was „ 18,656 2 822 

Diminution in the latter period is. Rs. 12,800 2 67^ 

6. For further details I beg to refer you to the Statement from which the 
above results are given. In the cliarges are included all the expenses of the 
local Government, the full amount of the tribute due to Ilis Highness the 
Gaekwar, the third instalment of the Rajpeepla loan raised under the gua¬ 
rantee of the British Government, an instalment of the non-interest debt due 
to the Gaekwar Goverumenf, and the balance due to the Government Pot¬ 
daree or bank at the closing of the public accounts for Sumvut 1881 (a. n» 
1824-25). 

7. I now beg leave to request your attention to Statement No. 2, exhibit¬ 
ing the estimate of the expected revenues and charges of Rajpeepla for the 
current year, Sumvut 1883 (a. d. 1826-27). This shows that the 

Anticipated revenues of 1883 (a. d. 1826-27) are... . Rs. 2,54,891 0 25 

Anticipated charges of 1883 (a. d. 1826-27) are.... „ 2,62,318 2 82| 

Excess of charges is. Rs. 7,427 2 57| 

8. I feel convinced that any observations on my part, respecting the improv¬ 
ing condition of Rajpeepla, will be totally unnecessary; the above results carry 
conviction with them, and prove that the disinterested labours of the British 
Government for the welfare of this petty State have not proved abortive, but 
have already been crowned with success to a most gratifying extent. For the 
satisfaction of Government, however, I beg to report that having lately visited ^ 
several of the Rajpeepla districts, and ascertained by personal observation and 
inquiry the visible improvement which has taken place in the aspect of the 
country, I can bear testimony .that it is managed as mildly and efficiently as can 
be expected, when much is very wisely left to depend u.pon the exertions and. 
power of the local Government. It is but justice to the latter to add, that its com~ 
parativeefficiencyissufficiently proved by thecontinued cessation of allcomplaint 
from iheBritish and Gaekwar authorities whosejurisdictions border on Rajpeepla. 

9. I embrace this opportunity of reporting that in pursuance of your request, 
I have, in p#sonal communication with Wittul Rao Dewajee, the Gaekwar 
IVlinister, and the Rajpeepla GoveVnment, finally adjusted every demand posses¬ 
sed by His Highness the Gaekwar on Rajpeepla, and that instalments,.concurred 
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hi by botli parties, have been fixed for the liquidation of the full amount now 
clue, the same to be paid through the British Government. The original 
bond obtained from the Raja is herewith enclosed, with a translation (No. 3), 
from which it will be perceived that the total demands of the Gaekwar up to 
tlie end of Sumviit 1882 (a. d. 1825-26) amount to Rs. 3,23,975-0-87^, 
and that by the present engagement the whole is to be discharged by certain 
instalments therein specified, in eight years, commencing from the present year, 
Siunvut 1883 (a. r>. 1826-27), and terminating in Sumvutl890(A. d. 1833-34). 
The usual provision contained in this bond, tliat the instalment is not to Ice 
expected by tlie Gaokwar in any year of calamity, removes all direct pecu¬ 
niary responsibility from the British Government in its character of guaran¬ 
tee to the arrangement. With respect to the amount of the instalments, barring 
of .course the occurrence of calamities of the nature referred to, my experience in 
the affairs of Rajpccpla enables me with confidence to predict that the resources 
of the State in each year will not only be sufficient to meet them, but more- 
ever that a surplus will generally remain a])plicable to diminish a part of its 
other pecuniary embarrassments, to effect which, plans will hereafter be pro¬ 
posed. I make this assertion for the satisfaction of Government, at the risk 
of falling into an error I have hitherto escaped, of being too sanguine in the 
success of prospective arrangements. 

10. It now only remains for me to offer a few observations upon the 
^amount of the demand of the Gaekwar above stated. To elucidate this point 
Statement No. 4 has been a|)pended, which, with a slight reference to my rej)ort to 
Government on the Rajpeepla debt, dated the 19th of .June 1823, will convey 
all the information requisite to form an opinion as to its justice, as well as 
on the expediency of the whole arrangements. 

11. From Statement No. 4 it will be perceived that the total amount of 

Gaekwar demands against Hajpeepla, debt and tribute inclusive, from the titoe 
the State came under its management, up to Sumvut 1882 (a. u. 1825-2(8), the 
settlement of which was vested in the British Government on the State being 
restored to the Raja, was . Rs. 11,53,178 3 25 

Of this Rs. 1,17,990-1-814 were on investigation prov¬ 
ed inadmissible, and Rs. 55,834-2-0 remitted to the 
tributary on account of calamity. Deduct therefore 

the amount of these two items, or . „ 1,73,824 3 8U 

And there remains a balance due of.Rs. 9,79,353 3 43j 

Of this balance, has been paid in cash during the period 
Rajpeepla has been placed under niy superintend¬ 
ence, or in six years .. „ 6,55,378 2 564 

Total balance of unliquidated demands at the close of • 

1882, and for the payment of which instalments 

are now fixed, is therefore . Rs. 3,23,975 0 87i 
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The column of remarks in this statement explains the nature of each claim, 
the reasons of the deductions made from the original amount of each claim, 
and the time and mode of liquidating that portion of each exhibited in the 
column of adjusted claims. It is, however, necessary to allude to the second 
item, or Rs. 1,40,331-3-314, which, on reference to my report of the 19th 
June 1823, will be found to be a claim on the part of the Gaekwar, disputed 
by the Raja, on the grounds that an examination into the collections made 
and expenses incurred by the former, whilst the administration of Rajpeepla 
was conducted by the Gaekwar State, would prove it to be unjust. 

12. Although the Gaekwar Government was frequently requested to depute 
officers with me for the purpose of investigating this claim, the request was 
invariably evaded; and the inquiry latterly was rendered the more difficult for 
the Gaekwar Government, and its chances of being able to establish any 
considerable portion of the amount contested were greatly diminished by the 
death of Bucha Jumadar, the officer who held Rajpeepla previous to the 
Raja’s restoration. After some discussion, therefore, VVittul Rao Dewajee, the 
Gaekwar Minister, proposed that I should recommend the Raja to agree 
to a compromise, to which he finally consented, the result being that 
Us. 70,330-3-31 .i is remitted to the tributary, and the balance, Rs. 70,000, 
added to the non-interest debt due from it to the Gaekwar Government. 

13. This mode of adjustment was gladly consented to by the Raja. The 
princijial reason why I was induced to recommend it for his acceptance, was 
not an idea that he would have been a loser by the inquiry which ’must have 
otherwise been instituted, but to obviate the inconvenience and evils which 
such would have produced in bringing the Gaekwar Government and the 
tributary into collision; and in particular in impeding the improvement of 
Rajpeepla by unsettling the minds of its population, who would doubtless 
liavd viewed the inquiry (however erroneously) as leading to fresh demands 
being 4|ide upon them on account of old balances of revenue. 

14. In conclusion I have much pleasure in stating that both parties have 
expressed themselves perfectly satisfied with the whole of the arrangements 
now rejiorted ; and all the demands of the Gaekwar Government on Rajpeepla 
being now defined and put in a train of liquidation, a Purwana has been 
granted to the tributary by His Highness the Gaekwar (similar to those granted 
to the Kattywar and Muhee Kanta States), guaranteed by the British 
Government, in which all the engagements entered into by both parties 
through my mediation are recapitulated and ratified. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Political Agent. 
liijpoppla and Powagvr Punchmahuh, 

Political Agent's Office, 3rd April 1827. 
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STATEMENT 

Statement exhibiting a Comparison of the Estimated and Actual Re^tenues 

Explanatory 


o 

*A 

Rxvbkubs. 

EBtimated Amount 
in 1825-20. 

Actual Amount in 
1825-26. 

Surplus in 
the Actual 
Receipts. 

1 

Revenue from the seven 
lower Purgunas in 
farm. 

Rs. q. r. 

1,84,807 0 0 

Rs. q. r. 

1,84,807 0 0 

Rs. q. r. 

2 

Ditto from the three 
lower Purgunas not 

1 5,703 0 0 

5,966 0 37S 

262 0 37i 

S 

in farm. 

Ditto from the Hill ditto. 

J 

5,402 0 0 

6,402 0 0 

4 

Ditto from the Khangee 
land . *.. 

3,501 0 0 

3,501 0 0 


5 

Ditto from the Seeran 
ditto. 

1,401 0 0 

1,401 0 0 


6 

Ditto from the village 
of Kunialee. 

301 0 0 

301 0 0 


7 

Ditto from the Corne¬ 
lian mines . 

4,300 0 0 

5,204 0 0 

904 0 0 

8 

Ditto fi*om the N akas, or 
customs .. 

6,105 0 0 

6,678 2 0 

473 2 0 

9 

Ditto from the Rutton- 
poor firewood. 

375 0 0 

375 0 0 


10 

Ditto Tora Gecras rights 
from the Company’s 
districts . 

12,375 0 25 

12,375 0 25 


11 

Ditto fi'om^ the Gack- 
war ditto. 

1,670 0 0 

1,570 0 0 

.. .. 

12 

Watow, or Exchange .. 

4,001 0 0 

6,851 3 25 

2,850 3 93 

IS 

Roze Mohsullee. 

151 0 0 

280 3 375 

129 3 375 

IS 

Dund Furioee, or fines. 

1,001 0 0 

2,694 1 68J 

1,693 1 68| 

15 

Potdaree, (Jovenimcnt 
share of . 

3,001 0 0 

3,200 2 0 

205 2 0 

10 

Kullal Buttee, or li¬ 
censes to spirit vend¬ 
ers . 

175 0 0 

548 2 0 

373 2 0 

17 

Revenue exi>ected fi*oiii 
villages recovered 
from the Mehwasees. 

200 0 0 

89 2 0 


16 

Sivaee Juma.. 

600 0 0 

2,213 3 75 

1,013 3 75 


Total.. 

2,34,069 0 25 

2,43,305 0 68J 

8,.'■>06 2 43S 


\ Deflclcncf 
I in tbe 
Actual Re- 
I ceiptB. 


Remark!. 


Rs. q. r. 


f The amount of re- 
J vrnucof these dis- 
I trictBtiependspart- 
V ly on contingencies.. 


Recess aroso' from 
the Government 
partly working Hip 
niincK nti its own 
account. 



I 

i 


.. ■ 

> 


.. j 


Always liable to 
fluctuation in a- 
mount. 


Tl«e exchnnce be¬ 
tween N'undod niid 
Broticli bpiiig hiub- 
er than usual, ac¬ 
counts ft)r the ex¬ 
cess in favour uf 
Government. 

Always liable to 
j fluctuation, and 
' therefore the esrl- 
mnte endeavoured 
to bejjfratnpd is 
I Itelow vRlicr than 
' above the mark. 


110 2 OjThishalnnccwin be 

I probably recovered 
j intbecnsuiiigyear. 
• • jThis item can never 
. , ■ I lie estimated with 

110 2 0 

_^_ 


A bstract. 

Total Estimated Hesources wore.Hs. 2,34,960 0 25 

Ditto Actual ditto ditto .„ 2,43,305 0 08i 

Surplus of ditto above the Estimate is .. .. Rs. 8,300 0 431 

Rajp^pla and Powagur Punchmahnh, 

Political Agent's Office, ^rd April l'827. 
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No. 1. 


and Charges of the Rajpeepla State for Sumvut 1882 (a. d. 1825-26), with 
Remarks, 



EiHmalcrt Amount Actual Amount S"''*’!""/'*, 

in 1823-20, in 1825-20. ‘''f, A'''"*' Act, il 


ictual Amount « ***, in the « 

in 1825-2«, Actual ^ Remark*. 

Charffe^. 

® Charges. 
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STATEMENT 


Statement exhiliting the Estimated Revenues and Charges 


o ^ 

RBrENUES. 

Estimated Amount 
in 1820-27. 

Heinarks. 



Us. 

q- 

T. 


1 

Revenue to be received from the seven 






lower I’urgunas in farm . 

2,00,807 

0 

0 

This amount is fixed. 

2 

Ditto expected from the three lower Pur- 






gnnas not in farm. 

6,000 

0 

0 

E.stimaled. 

3 

Ditto ditto from the Highland ditto. ... 

5,602 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

4 

Ditto from the Khangee Zeirayet land.. 

3,701 

0 

0 

Fixed. 

5 

Ditto from the Seeran ditto . 

1,451 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

6 

Ditto from the village of Knrnalee .... 

3.51 

0 

o; 

Ditto. 

71 

Ditto from the Cornelian mines . 

5,001 

0 

0 

Estimated. 

8 

Ditto from the Nakas, or customs .... 

6,800 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

9 

Ditto from the Ruttunpoor firewood .. 

401 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

10 

Ditto Tora Geeras rights from the Com- 






pany’s districts. 

12,375 

0 

2.5 

Fixed. 

11 

Ditto ditto from the Gaekwar ditto.. 

1,570 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

12 

Watow, or exchange. 

5,001 

0 

0 

Estimated. 

13 

Iloze Mohsullec . 

251 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

14 

Dund Fus-roee, or fines. 

1,301 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

15 

Potdaree, Government sh.ire of . 

.3,001 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

IGlKullal Buttee, or licenses. 

401 

0 

0 

Ditto. 


Revenue expected from villages recovered 






from the Meluvasees. 

250 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

18 

Sivaee Juma. 

627 

0 

0 

Ditto. 


Total,. 

2,51,891 

0 

25 



Abstract. 

Total Estimated Receipts are.Rs. 2,5-1,891 0 25 

Ditto ditto Disbursements are.. „ 2,52,318 2 H2J 

Excess of the latter is.Rs. 7,■127 2 hl% 


Rujpeejda and Powagttr Punchmahals, 
Political Agent’s Office, Z/H. April 1827. 
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No. 2. 

of the Rajpecitla Slate for Sumvut 1883 fA. d. I82G-27 J. 


o 

Ss 


Charges. 


Estimated Amount 
in 18i0-27. 


Remarks. 




Bs. 

q- 

r. 

1 

Private expenses of the Baja . 

15,000 

0 

0 

2 

Ditto ditto of Narsing. 

12,000 

0 

0 

3 

Allowances to the Karbarees and other 





officers of Government. 

8,200 

0 

0 

4 

100 Aswars at Its. 20 each. 

24,000 

0 

0 

5 

285 Peeadas of all descriptions . 

23,750 

0 

0 

C 

Allowance granted to the Bheel Chief 





Kooer . 

1,500 

0 

0 

7 

Ditto to the Karkoon stationed at 





Nandod . 

2,400 

0 

0 

8 

Ditto to the Government Potdaree .... 

1,800 

0 

0 

91 Sader Kurch, or contingencies. 

5,000 

0 

0 

lUj Tribute due to the Gaekwar Government. 

65,001 

0 

0 

11 

1th Kist dne to the holders of the Baj- 

1 




peepla loan under the guarantee of the 

> 65,001 

0 

0 


British Government. 

J 



IJ 

Instalment of Gaekwar’snon-intercst debt 

10,000 

0 

0 

13 

Balance due to the Government Potdaree 

1 




at the clos.. of Sumvut 1882 (a. n. 

y 18,6.56 

o 

823 


1825-20). 

J 



11 Advance to the Government to build a 





palace for the Baja . 

5,000 

0 

0 

Ij 

Ditto to defray the expenses of the 





Sutmasa ceremony performed in the 





seventh month of the pregnaney of the 





Baja’s wife. 

4,000 

0 

0 

Ifi 

Interest, &c. &c. due to the Government 





Potdaree . 

1,000 

0 

0 


Total.. . . 

2,62,318 

(} 

82i 


j In conformity with 
)>tIieGovermneutNem- 
I nook. 


J 


r Vide my letter to 
I Government, dated 
19th June 1823, re¬ 
porting the raising of 
i^tliis loan,’ 

Ditto ditto ditto. 

f Vide the 3rd para. 
\ of my present report. 


Vide my letter to the 
Uesident at Daroda, 
dated 29 th ultimo, 
>■ reporting the reasons 
of these extra ad¬ 
vances being made 
to the Government. 


(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Political Agent. 
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ENCLOSURE No. 3. 

Aijrcemenl entered into tvith His Highness Sgajee Rao Gaehicnr, hg 
Makaranu 1 Wisal, Raja of Rajpeepla, dated the Zrd of Margseer Wud, 
Sumvut 1883, {corresponding with the llth December 1826). 

During the period my State continued under the management of tlie 
Gaekvvar Government, from Sumvut 1871 (a. d. 1814-15) to Sumvut 1877 (a. d. 
1820-21), a balance of debt remained due, the amount of which at the close 
of Sumvut 1882 (a. i>. 1825-26) has been fixed as follows, by the mediation 
of John Pollard Willoughby, Esquire, Political Agent. 

Amount of debt not bearing interest is..Rs. 2,53,975 0 87j 
An item amounting to Rs. 1,40,330-3-31, 
claimed by theGaekwar Government, was 
disputed by me, on the grounds that an 
investigation into the amount of the col¬ 
lections made by it from my State during 
the period it remained under its manage¬ 
ment would prove the same not to be 
due. It is now agreed tb.at of this claim, 

Rs. 70,330-3-31 is to be remitted, and 
the remainder credited to the account of 
the Gaekwar .. 70,000 0 0 

^ Total amount of non-interest debt due to 
( Raja’s \ Gaekwar Government at the end of 
' Seal. / Sumvut 1882 (a. d. 1825-26) is there- 

fore .Rs. 3,23,975 0 87.J 

It is now arranged tliat the above amount of debt is to be liquidated by the 
ibllovving annual instalments :— 

Sumvut 1883 (a. d. 1826-27) Rupees 10,000 0 0 

Sumvut 1884 (a. d. 1827-28) Rupees 10,000 0 0 

Sumvut 1885 (a. d. 1828-29) Rupees 30,000 0 0 

Sumvut 1886 (a. d. 1829-30) Rupees 50,000 0 0 

Sumvut 1887 (a. v. 1830-31) Rupees 65,000 0 0 

Sumvut 1888 (a. d. 1831-32) Rupees 70,000 0 0 

Sumvut 1889 (a. d. 1832-33) Rupees 78,000 0 0 

Sumvut 1890 (a. d. 1833-34) Rupees 10,975 0 87J 


Total.... Rupees 3,23,975 0 87 J* 
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I will discharge the above instalments on the 2nd of Jest Sood in each year, 
through the Government of the Honorable Company. In case, however, any 
unfo^seen calamity, usually designated under the term Sultanee Asmanee, 
befalls my State in the above period, the Government will not press the pay¬ 
ment of the instalment due in the year such misfortune may happen. This 
writing is true. 

of Moohlittul Siiuo. 



(True translation) 

(Signed) J. P. Wii.Loi'GiinY, Political Agent. 



STATEMENT No. 4. 

Statement exhibiting the Total Demands of the Gaekwar Govern%ciit upon the Rajpeeplu St/te (the Annual Tribute incbtsive) 
up^ to the end of Sumviit 1882 (" a . d. 182j-26J ; the Amount of the same liquidated or otherwise accounted for ; the Balance 
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From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Baroda. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 7th instant, forwarding copy of Mr. Willoughby’s annual report 
upon the finances of the Rajpeepla State for Sumvut 1882 (a. d. 1825-26), 
with an estimate of the same for the current year, and to acquaint you that 
the result of tliis report is highly satisfactory, and reflects the greatest credit 
on Mr, Willoughby. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, Chief Secretary. . 

Bombay Castle, 2Ath April 1827. 


Political Department, 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 10</t November 182!). 

Sir,—I have the honour to transmit copy of report, with enclosures, by 
Mr. Willoughby, on the revenues and charges of the petty State of Rajpeepla 
for Sumvut 1884 (a. d. 1827-28), contrasted with the statements for the pre¬ 
ceding year. 

2. The report, exhibiting the usual satisfactory result, will not admit of 
abridgement, and I am unwilling to detain the attention of Government from 
its interesting details, which ])oint out, in the simplest but clearest manner, 
the important advantages gained by prudent arrangements and judicious 
supervision, in the settlement and management of the Rajpeepla State, during 
the period it has formed part of the field of Mr. Willoughby’s useful and 
meritorious labours, and where his services first attracted the attention ot 
Government. 

3. After first observing that of the term included in Mr. Willoughby’s 
septennial settlement, two years consecutively were years of famine from 
drought, and one year of serious and almost irreparable injury to a very 
valuable district on the banks of the Nerbudda from an unprecedented inun¬ 
dation of that river, by which unusual succession of calamities three years 
out of seven are shown to be years of public distress, I proceed to draw the 
attention of Government to a brief abstract' of the annual reports respecting 
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Eajpcepla, showing its progressive improvement, and finally the accomplish¬ 
ment of every expectation formed on the commencement of this septennial 
settlement—a document which requires no observation, but speaks for itself 
in illustration of the important benefits received by the Rajpeepla State from 
the protection and friendship of the British Governmect. 

4. In conclusion, I would respectfully observe, that I think it will be a 
subject of congratulation to Government, that the septennial settlement of the 
Rajpeepla State should have been so eminently successful in every result 
anticipated from it, as it will be the best proof ^should any be needed) to the 
Native community at large throughout all Guzerat, of the purity and dis¬ 
interestedness of the views entertained by Government in sanctioning a 
similar arrangement for the relief of the Gaekvvar State from its embarrass¬ 
ments, and which would no doubt have been still more strikingly successful 
in restoring the respectability and indepefndence of this State, had not the 
wise measures of Government been frustrated by an infatuated policy here, 
with which the moderation of Government found it impracticable to proceed 
in the course which promised such important advantages. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Wili.iams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, lOi/t Novemher 1829. 


From J. P. WiLT.ouriiinv, Esq., Political Agent in Rajpeepla, &c. 

To J. Williams, Esip, Resident at Baroda. 

Bated '21 ill October 1829. 

Sir, —I have the honour to transmit, for the information of Government, a 
statement exhiliiting the actual revenues and charges of the Rajpeepla State 
for Sumvut 1884 (a. d. 1827-28), contrasted with the estimate furnished in 
uiy last report upon the finances of this petty State, dated the 30th of 
July 1828. 

2. The following are the results shown by this document:— 

Estimated amount of revenue was.Rs. 2,70,158 0 25 

Actual ditto ditto „ 2,71,36 4 2 12J 

Excess above the estimate was.Rs. 1,206 1 87 J 

Estimated amount of charges was. .Rs. 2,62,708 1 68i 

Actual ditto d^to . » 2,65,513 0 932 

Excess above the estimate was .. 


Rs. 


2,804 3 25 
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3. By comparing the actual revenues and charges of the year of report, 
you will be gratified to observe that the former exceeded the latter by the sum 
of Rs. 6,851-1-18^, viz 

• 

Actual receipts were . Rs. 2,71,304 2 12.1 

Actual charges were . „ 2,05,513 0 93 

Surplus revenue as above.Rs. 5,851 1 18.^ 

4. Having left my report of the Rajpeepla finances for Suravut 1883 
(a. d. 1820-27) at Baroda, I am unable to draw the usual comparison of the 
finances of 1884 (a. d. 1827-28) with those of the year preceding. I regret 
this, since a comparison of this nature would show a very marked improve¬ 
ment in the condition of this petty State. I shall only therefore observe, 
that although there is an actual surplus revenue for 1884 (a. d. 1827-28), 
the charges include, independent of the whole expenditure of the State, the 
full amount of the Gaekwar tribute (Rs. 65,000), the fourth instalment 
(Rs. 85,000) of the debt guaranteed by the British Government, an instalment 
of the non-interest debt (Rs. 10,000), and several other items of disbursement 
of a special nature. 

5. I had prepared for submission an estimate, as usual, of the revenues 
and charges of Rajpeepla for Suuivut 1885 (a. u. 1828-29), but after the 
same had been prepared, the Raja, for reasons before noticed, granted a 
considerable remission from the amount expected to have been realized. 
The exact sum cannot be ascertained until the accounts of 1885 (a. d. 1828-29) 
are furnished, and the formation of an estimate under this uncertainty is 
impracticable. 

6. In reporting upon the finances of Rajpeepla for 1885 (a. 1828-29) 

there are two circumstances that vvill require attention. The first will be the 
complete extinction of the loan raised in 1823 under the guarantee of the 
British Government. This has already been efi'ected, and I have myself 
destroyed the bond under which the loan was raised. The second circum¬ 
stance is the termination of the septennial lease of the seven principal districts 
of Rajpeepla entered into under our guarantee. 

7. Had I remained at Baroda, it would have afforded me no small gratifi¬ 
cation to have entered into a review of the affairs of Rajpeepla since it came 
under British supervision, since the termination of the septennial leases would 
have afforded the most proper occasion for doing so. This, however, cannot be 
done until the accounts of 1885 (a. d. 1828-29) hav* been balanced, and I have 
only here to observe, thafr the farmers have already delivered up the districts 






they farmed to the local Government, and that it only remains to be ascer¬ 
tained what balances are really due to them before the lease contracts 
guaranteed by us are cancelled. 

° ■ I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Wix.i.ouoiinY, Political Agent. 
(-luzerut. Political Arjmt's Office, 

Camp Jnmhooseer, 27th Octohcr 1829. 
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Statement exhibiting the Estimated Amount of the Resources of Rajpeeplafor 
Summit 1884 (a. d. 1827-28); the Amount actually realized; the Increase 
or Decrease of each item; together with an Explanation of the reason thereof. 




























Nos. 
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Statement exhibiting the Estimated Amount of Disbursements for Sumvnt 1884, 
(A. D. 1827-28); the Amount actunlh/ disbursed; the Increase or Decrease 
of each item; together with an Explanation of the reasons thereof. 


Names of tlic ilifibront 
Items. 


1 1 Private e.\pense.s of the Raja. 
2jl)iito ditto of Narsiiig.. 
;5lAllo\vance to the Karl)arees| 
i and Oftieers ofthc Goveru- 

' nieiit. 

4 100 Aswars, at Rs. 20 eacli 

i per mensem . 

Peoadns of alldescript ions' 
(U.Vlloivanee granteil to thej 
Rheel L'liief Kooer . . . 
Ditto ditto to the Karkoon 
stationed at Nandod ... 
Ditto ditto to the Govern¬ 
ment Potdar. 

•Sader Kurch, or eoiitingeu-| 

eies. 

Triljute due to the Gackwarj 

Government. 

nth Ki.st due to the holders of 
tlie Rajpcepla loan under 
the guarantee of the Rri-! 

tish Govcrinnent . 

Imstalment of Gaekwar’s 

non-interest debt. 

lialancodne to the Govern¬ 
ment Potdarce at the close 
of Suinvut 1SS3 (a. n. 

1820-27) . 

Advanee,to the Government 


/ 

.s 

!» 

HI 

11 

12 


10 


vec, on his marriage .... 
Sowkaree, or banking ex- 

pense.s . 

-Vn elejthant purchased by 
Government. 

Total.. 


Kstimat.<‘d Amount 
of each Item. 

Actual Amount of 
oacli Jlem. 

lucrcnsG in 
Actual Item. 

Decrease 

in 

Actual 

Item. 

Rs. 

<1- 

r. 

Rs. 

‘1- 

r. 

Rs. q. r. 

Its.q.r. 

ir),o(K) 

0 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 



12,01)0 

0 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 



8,200 

0 

0 

8,200 

0 

0 


.... 

24,00? 

0 

0 

21,000 

0 

0 



2.3,700 

0 

0 

•23,760 

0 

0 



1,.500 

0 

tl 

1,500 

0 

0 



2,400 

0 

0 

2,100 

0 

0 



1,800 

0 

0 

1,800 

0 

0 



:>,ooo 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 



65,001 

0 

0 

6.5,001 

0 

0 


.... 

85,001 

0 

0 

85,000 

0 

0 

• 

1 0 0 

10,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 


.... 

3,016 

1 

OSV 

3,046 

1 

68/ 



1 

1 

r>,ooo 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 



1,000 

0 

0 

1,305 

3 

25 

305 3 25 





2,500 

0 

0 

2,500 0 0 

.... 

2,62,708 

1 

683 

2,6.5,513 

b 

933 

2,805 3 25 

1 0 0 


A hstract. 

Estimated Amount of (Miargcs was.. 
Actual Amount of ditto ditto .. 

Excess above tlie Estimate was .. 


.. Rs. 2,02,708 1 081 

.. „ 2,0.5,.^13 0 93J 

i. Rs. 2,804 3 2.5 


(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Political Agent. 




























Abstract of Annual Reports showing the Effects of Mr. Willoughby s Septennial Settlements for the Relief of this Petty State 

from its Embarrassments. 
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Baroda Residency, XDth November 1829. Resident. 
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From C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated Q7lh November ]8‘29. 

Sir, —I am directed to acknowled'^e the receipt o*f your letter dated the 10th 
instant, No. 422, transmitting copy of a report from Mr. Willoughby on 
the revenues and charges of the Uajpee[)la State for the year 1827-28, and 
to e.xpre.ss the high satisfaction of Government with the report in question. 

I have, kc. 

(Signed) C. Norris, Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 21th November 1829. 




VIOLATION, 

BY THE RAJ4 OF RAJFEEPLA, 

OF THE CONHITTO^JS ON WHICH HIS ESTATE HAD 
DEEN ENTHUSTED TO HIS MANAGEMENT, 


AND 


MEASURES ADOPTED, 

IN THE YEARS 18J8 TO 18:>(>, 

FOR EXTRICATING THAT ESTATE FROM THE DISORDERS 
INTO WHICH IT HAD FALLEN THROUGH THE CHIEFS 
MISMANAGEMENT. 




VIOLATION BY THE llAJA OF BAJPEEPLA OF HIS 
ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE BIUTISH GOVERN¬ 
MENT. 


' Political Department. 

From S. Mansfield, Esq., Political Agent in the Rewa Kanta, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Ddted WMh Aiyril 1848. 

Sir, —I have the honour to report, for the information of Government, 
that I have been making inquiries into tlic revenue management of the 
Ilajpeepla State of tlio past year, Sumvut 19011 (.a. d. l84()-47), and I now 
beg to submit tiie result. 

2. In my letter IS'o. 484, daled 9th August 1847, I reported that the 
Raja had farmed si.v out of seven of his Pnrgunas, without waiting for the 
permission of Government; and Mr. Ogiivy, in his letter No. 42, of the 22nd 
January last, reported that the farmers had not received guarantee of any 
description from the Political Agent. 

3. 'I'he year before last the Kaja forwarded to Mr. Seton Karp a statement 
showing how ho had farmed out six Purgunas. In this statement was also 
shown the amount of revenue reali/able from the unfarmed Purgunas, and 
other miscellaneous sources, during the ensuing seven years: a translation of 
this statement is forwarded with this rcjiort. The villages of two Purgunas, 
viz. Nandod and Paiietha, were (armed separately; the other four were farmed 
by I’urgnnas. The farm commenced last year, Sumvut 1903 (a. d. 1846-47), 
and ] have confined my inquiries to the revenue management of that year. 

4. The only method to ascertain the exact amount of revenue realized 
from each village, was to examine the Ryuts regarding their payments, and 
to compare them with the sums they were credited for in the village accounts; 
but unfortunately I have not been able to secure any accounts that could be 
relied on. In some villages true accounts had been kept; but wdien the 
object of my inquiries became known, the figures were so altered and erased, 
that na information could be elicited from them ol the exact amount of 
revenue collected, and in others they had been recently fabricated for the 
purpose of-deception. It was impossilde to examine all the Ryuts of every 
village as to their payments, or to prove their statements were correct, for no 
receipts had been given to them, and the only resource was to examine 

S-lr 
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the accounts of tljose Sowcars who had become security for the farmers, and 
ascertain what payments had been made to them. I accordingly sent for the 
accounts of five Sowcars, and though I have not been able to learn from them 
the exact amount of revenue realized, yet they show how the Raja and his 
Karbarecs have intercepted tlie revenue as follows :— 

I. By suppressing the names of the villages in the statement for¬ 
warded by him to Mr. Seton Karr, and appropriating the revenue. 

II. By entering villages as farmed by difi'erent people at a much lower 
sum than they should have been, and keeping them in his own management. 

III. Collecting a larger amount of revenue under the head ol' “ Sadur” and 
“Khangee Babtce” than is entered in the .statement. 

IV. Increasing old Vecras and levying new ones, and not paying them 
into the Potdar’s shop. 

V. Collecting money under tlie the head of “Sookree’’ from the farmers, 
and not paying it into the Potdar’s shop. 

VI. Increasing the quantity of Sheera land, and not paying the revenue 
derived therel'rom into the Poblar’s shop. 

5, On becoming aware of these particulars, I wrote to the Baja for an 
exi)lanation, and charged him with intercepting the 
revenues as above described; and in reply to the first 
charge, he states that he himself derives no revenue 
from the villages which are not entered in the statement, 
lie has given twelve villages to his Uanees, who enjoy 


Suppressing the 
names of the villages iu 
the statement forwaiiled 
hy him to Mr. Kitou 
Karr, and a])pi'opriating 
the revenue. 


the full benefit of tiiein. The total revenues of these amount to Ils. 10,!)()U. 
Some of these he states were assigned away so I'ar back as Sumvut 1881 
(a.’ V . 1824-25), and some so late as Sumvut 1U()2 (a. o. 1845-40), hut without 
the sanction of Covernment. 

G. How far this statement is to he relied ou I cannotsay, for no records show¬ 
ing when these villages were assigned arc forthcoming. It is the practice, 
I believe, on the marriage of a Uajpoot Chief, to settle the revenues of a village 
on his lianee for her ordinary expenses; but iu the memorandum furnished 
by the Baja, 1 sec some of the most valuable villages are stated to have been 
assigned away ten or twelve years after the marriage of the Banee in whose 
name they arc entered, and I therefore cannot hut consider such an assignment 
as only made for the jmrpose of intereeptiiig the revenues. I sec also the 
revenues of the villages entered iu the name of the Banee who died in the 
beginning of Sumvut 1904 (July 1847) are not brought to the credit of the 
State, but are collected by the Baja. 

7. Besides the above, the Baja has given away nine other villages for 
charitable and religious purposes, the revenues of which are estimated at about 
Bs. 4,000.. ' 
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8. The second charge the Raja denies; but in the accounts of Shewuck 

„ ^ Bhugwan and Gokul Narraindas, Sovvcars of Nandod, 

ICntoniip: villages as ’ 

farmeil liy (lilfeveiit peo- I find the revenues of four villages in the Panetha and 

Iha.ftLTstml'riaiv" Nandod Purgunas credited to the eldest 

been, iuul keciiing tlicin Haneo. ^Vhat the actual realizations from them were 
in bis oivii niauageuient. ii. „ . . /..i 

1 could not ascertain correctly, for only a portion oi the 

revenues was entered in the accounts j hut from information received from the 

district olficers, the revenues realized must have been double the sums they 

arc entered in the statement as having been farmed for, and this information 

is in a few instances confirmed by the village accounts. 

1). As to the third charge, the Raja admits he has collected more money 

. , under the head of “ Sadur” and‘‘Kliangec Babtee” than 

ninoiuit of reveimc, iin- be had entered in the statement; and in excuse for so 

(liT ibe licad ol Siidur ],(, state.s, that up to Mr. Stuart’s time he always 

iiiid Kliaiigcc ISiddce, ^ ’ i j 

iliiui is entered in tlie received Rs. 1-1,900 under these heads; this sum Mr. 

s.t.it(iiunt. Stuart ordered to be brought to the credit of the State: 

and in the statement forwarded to Mr. Karr, he (the Raja) entered the amount 

of “ Sadur” and “ Khangec Babtee” at Rs. 8,800. So much is brought to the 

credit of the State, anti whatever in excess he has collected he has a])pro- 

piiutcd. The amount he has collected in excess in those villages in res])cct to 

which 1 have been making intpiiries, is Rs. 1,4.')0. 

10. The fourth charge the Raja does not admit; but from the village 

liicn'a'iiii”- old Vcc- accounts, and other sources of informutton, I have 

ins. luid b'vving new undoubted proof that he has increased old Vccras, and 
ours, and not put iiiy' . i ■ i i i i i i x 

ilu'ui into the I'otdar’s imposed iicw oiics, wliicli liave never been brought to 

'’'‘"I*- the credit of the State. For instance “ Miilna Veera” 


Colloctinu; a biryor 
nuioiuit of reveimc, un¬ 
der Ibe bead of Sadur 
and Kliaiigcc IJabtce, 
lliaii is entered in the 
btatenient. 


was originally a fixed sum of seven rupees leviable from every village in the 
seven lower Purgunas, and this sum is increased in every village, in some 
cases to nineteen rupees. Whether the increase roaches the Raja’s treasury 
1 know not, but there is no doubt of its being collected in his name, and that 
Rs. 2,(.)00 is annually realized under thi.s head. 

11. The new A'^eeras alluded to are “ Kothec Veera” and “ Go.ssaee Veera.” 
The former varies in amount in dilTerent villages. I think the average will be 
found to be about four rniiecs a village, and to yield annually Rs. 500. 
The Raja states that this was imposed for the purpose of relieving the Ryuts 
from the burden of supplying fuel gratis to him and his officers; but I am 
afraid such is not the case, for I learn that notwithstanding the imposition of 
the Veera, fuel is still supplied gratis as before. 

12. On the same principle he defends the Gossaee Veera, which yields 
about Rs. 1,000 per annum. Formerly the Gossaecs used to make a circuit 
of the Purgunas, and levy contributions on the villages. They gave a great 
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deal of annoyance to the Ryuts, and to put a stop to this he imposed tlie 
Veera, and pays the Gossiiees himself. IIovv far this statement is correct, I 
cannot say; but from tlie large sums entered in the village accounts as 
exj)ended in the village for religions purposes, I am inclined to doubt it, 

13. The Rlulna V'cera, Kothce V^ecra, and Gossaee Veera have been annual¬ 
ly collected, and not brought to account for many years: and on occasions 
an extra Veera is imposed; for instance, on the ])m'chase of an elephant, a 
“ Huttee Veera” is made, and last year, on the death of the youngest itanee, a 
“Pote Veera” was made, at the rate of two per cent., on the revenues of the 
Purgunas, which yielded about Rs. “IjObO. 

14. The fifth charge the Raja partially admits, and excuses himself for so 
Collecting money an- ‘^oing, as he had been building aTliauadar’s Kuteberee 

iler bead of Sookrec in Bhalode. 'I’bis admission, I su.spcct, was made in 
from the fanners, and r, i i-> ■ i , i , , i /■ . 

not paying it into the consequence of the Itnja hearing that the farmer of the 

Petd-ir’s shop. Bbulode Purgnna bad told me be had been obliged to 

pay Rs. 1,350 for “Sookive.” The Ra ja docs not a|ipear to have been aware 

that I was in possession of ]iroafs of his having made collections timlcr the 

same name in other Purgunas. The sum mentioned above as liaviug been 

paid by the Bhalode farmer, is credited in a Sowcar’s book in the Raja’s 

private account. 'I'liis could not have been the case if it bad been paid for 

the purpose of being expended in tlic manner described by (he Rapi. I do 

not think the sum collected liy the Raja on account of “ Sookree” could have 

been much under Rs. 10,000. 

15. The sixth charge the Raja denies. From the depositions given before 

Increasing the quan- me by different farmers, there is no doubt of his having 

tity of Sheera liintl, and ,cceived revenues from lands denominated “ Sheera,” 
not paying the revenue ’ 

derived therefrom into wliich never were SO till lately, 
the Potdar’s shop. 


16. The above charges refer principally to the Nandocl, Panetlin, Gowalce, 
Juggria, aiHl Bhalode Purgunas. Regarding Ruttunpoor, Loona, and the 
hill districts, 4 have, owing to tlie very short period 1 have been in the district, 
been unable to procure very certain information. 

17. In the last year ofGopal Ilao M yral’s farm (Sumvut 1896, a. d. 1839-40) 
the total receipts for that year, including Rs. 14,896 received by the Raja 
under the head of “ Khangee Babtce” and “Sadnr,” were Rs. 2,66,093-6-6; 
and I am of opinion that as much, if not a larger sum, was collected last year, 
for though in some few instances the cultivation has declined since then, it is 
certainly not the case with regard to the whole State. 

18. In the Ruttun|)Oor Purguna there is not the same quantity of land in 
cultivation, owing, it is said, to several bad seasons, and to the ravages made 
by cholera. But the revenues have not falleh off to the extent the Raja would 
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wish to be believed. In Sumvut 1896 (a. d. 1839-40) the receipts from the 
land revenues of this Purguna were lls. 31,479-4-0, and the last year, includ¬ 
ing Sadur, the receipts were Rs. 15,801, and from all I can ascertain the 
cultivation has not diminished more than four annas in the rupee ; and there¬ 
fore the Paja or his olficers must have appropriated about Rs. 8,000. 

19. Of the Waree Purguna 1 have been unable to obtain any information, 
but I see in a Sowcar’s account the farmer of it has paid to the Raja’s private 
account Rs. 1,733, which leads me to suppose that the Purguna is farmed 
at a sum much below its value. 

20. The Oora and Gurdesur Purgunas are retained by tlie Maharana 
under his own management, and they are entered in the statement as yielding 
Rs. 4,518; and from a report made by a Karkoon I sent to examine the 
Patels of these two districts, I find the actual revenue jiaid to the Raja was 
Rs. 7,810. In the same manner have the Raja and his dependants intercepted 
the revenue of every description of resource, whether it is derived from the 
Cornelian mines, Abkaree, Saycr, timber, &c. 

21. I have already staled tlicre arc no village accounts that can be depend¬ 
ed on, and the Raja informs me there are no Talook or Hoozoor accounts, 
and therefore what were the actual realizations of revenue last year and in 
jrast years cannot be ascertained ; but I think what 1 have already stated, 
together with the partial admission of the Raja, will be sufficient to convince 
the Honorable the Governor in Council that the whole revenues of the past 
year have not been paid into the Potdar’s shop, and that a very considerable 
portion has been intercepted by the Raja. These disclosures will also explain 
the cause of the falling off of the revenues since Sumvut 1896 (a. d. 1839-40) 
as show n by the accounts annually prepared and forwarded by the Raja, and 
verify the suspicions of the Raja intercepting the revenues, as expressed in the 
3r(l para, of M r. Chief Secretary Willoughby’s letter, dated 24th December 
1845, No. 5650. 

22. Such being the case, it remains for Government to take su(*li measures 
as it may deem fit for the future administration of the Stale, and the enforce- 
nieiit of its own orders. From the example set by the Raja, it is not to be 
uoiidered at that his Karbarces and their dependents have cheated him; 
and the farmers to meet his and their demands have been obliged to exact 
every rupee llicy coidd from the Ryuts, and in doing so have committed a 
great niany very oppressive acts, such as collecting more than the “ Gunwut,” 
coui[)eiling holders of rent-free lands to pay an assessment on them, keeping 
back money payments due to Patels, Dhers, &c., and many other acts of a 
like description. 

23. In my 17th paragraph I have mentioned that I do not think the 
cultivation of the whole State has declined since Sumvut 1896 (a. d. 1839-40) 
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the last year of Gopal Rao Myral’s farm ; but the petitions made by the Ryutg 
previous to and during my circuit of this State, convince me that if the leases 
are not quashed, a large portion of the Ryuts will throw up their lands and 
desert their villages. 

24. The Raja appears, from what I have seen of him, devoid of all energy, 
and incapable of managing the State; and he has not a single respectable man 
in his employ competent to perform the duties of a Minister. Numbers of 
Ryuts told me they had petitioned the Raja but could obtain no redress, and 
if, as has been the case in some few cases, he listened to them and gave orders 
to the farmers in accordance with the prayer of their petitions, the farmers 
paid not the slightest attention to them, and the Raja was unable to compel 
them to do so. 

25. The Raja, by surreptitiously intercepting the revenues, has committed 
a very heinous breach of faith with the British Government, and as he owes 
all he has to it, he would have no just grounds for complaint if the attachment 
of his State weie determined on; and I should not have had the slightest 
hesitation in recommending such a proceeding, did 1 not think the appoint¬ 
ment of a Karbaree or Minister by Government would be attended with less 
permanent inconvenience, for all the Raja’s private debts do not exceed four 
lakhs of rupees, which might be paid ofi’ in five years. After the debts had 
been discharged, there would be no grounds to continue the attachment, and 
the country would have to be restored to the Raja, who would not be then 
more competent to perform his duties than he is at present; and 1 think, if 
he were spared the disgrace which would be entailed on him by the attach¬ 
ment of his country, ho would be most willing to consent to a Karbaree being 
permanently appointed by the Government, and to bind himself to act in 
accordance with his advice. 

26. The great objects to be attained are a permanent and equitable 
settlement of revenue, and the faithful record of the collections. At present 
there is no security for the Ryut. lie may have, at the commencement of 
the cultivating season, agreed to pay a certain sum, and when his crops are 
ripe he is compelled to pay twenty-five or fifty per cent. more. If, therefore, 
the Honorable the Governor in Council should sanction the appointment of a 
Karbaree or Minister, he should be a person who has had some experience 
as a Mamlutdar in one of the Guzerat Zillas. 

27. I would recommend that the farming system in every shape be 
discontinued ; for even supposing we could get Gopal Rao Myral or any 
other respectable Sowcar to farm the whole State, we cannot j)rovide against 
villages being under-let, as was the case in the late farm ; and as the farmer 
and sub-lessees must have their profits, the Ryuts must suffer, and be compelled 
to pay a higher rate of assessment than we liave any title to exact from them. 
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Moreover we cannot make the farmers keep an account of their collections, 
and if wg could, we should not have the means of testing their accuracy. The 
revenues should, therefore, be settled in the manner it is done in our own terri¬ 
tories. The amount of revenue should be settled by the Karbaree with each vil¬ 
lage, and the Potdar informed of the amount he is to receive. Accounts should 
be kept of all payments made by the Ryuts, to whom receipts should be given. 

28. The Karbaree should have a salary of Rs. 300 a month, and two 
Mainlutdars under him, one on a salary of Rs. 150 in the lower Purgunas, 
and the other in the hill districts on Rs. 100. Each of these officers should 
have one or more Karkoons allotted to him, according to the duties required. 

29. The only difficulty will be in the first year, owing to the absence of 
all accounts; for it is scarcely credible, though it is a fact, that the Raja has 
no records or accounts to show what are the actual revenues of his State. 
1 believe Mr. Willoughby prepared a statement* showing the number of 
villages in all the Purgunas, the amount of revenue realizable therefrom, 
and the deductions on account of alienated land.s, &c. This statement, owinsr 
to the confusion of the Residency rccoi ds, I have not been able to find. Copy 
of this and other statements were forwarded to Government with Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby’s letter to the. address of Mr. Williams, dated 19lh January 1822, 
and I should feel obliged if you could favour me with copies. 

30. As to the police management of the country, I should be inclined to 
leave it, as at present, in the hands of the Raja, who punishes all lesser 
crimes, and those of greater magnitude he reports to the Political A’gent, and 
decides by his advice. Should the Raja, however, seek to increase his receipts, 
by levying oppressive fines, he should be informed that such conduct would 
lead to the attachment of the State. 

31. Should the Honorable the Governor in Council sanction my proposi¬ 
tions, I will hereafter forward a list of the Raja’s debts, and submit a plan for 
their discharge. 

32. In conclusion, I request I may be favoured with instructions as speedily 
as possible. 1 have already stated how oppressive the conduct of the farmers has 
been, and how general the discontent of the Ryuts is; and .should the farmers be 
notquashed immediately, the revenue will sulfer a serious diminution. The whole 
system of the revenue management is vicious, and requires to be remodelled, 
and I have therefore refrained from giving any advice to the Raja on the subject, 
'latil I have been made acquainted with the sentiments of Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. Mansfielo, Political Agent. 

^ewa Kanta, Political Agent's Office, 

Camp Nandod, \dth Ajiril 184^. 

* Vide pages 651 to 579 of this Selection. 
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Statement of the Farm of the Rajpeepla Districts forwarded 






OB 

ft 

s 

9 

Names of Villages. 

• 

Names of Farmers. 

I 

p-i 

a 

>■ 

B 

a 

1 

Nandod . 

Panda Bapoo Geerzashunkcr, of Nandod. 

Rs. 

3,25.5 

2 

Vudeea . 

Chasutia Suzaii Singjee Bajeebawa, of ditto .... 

Panda Nugeshwer Dulputram, of ditto. 

Ditto ditto ditto . 

1,41] 

3 

4 

Thulee . 

Lachuruss .... 

91.'! 

6,70(1 

f, 

8harao. 

.Teenabawa Dajeebawa, of ditto . 

2,217 

G 

Mangrolee .... 

Vasdeea Rambawa Kessurbawa, of ditto. 

2,222 


Tunkaree. 

Bhuirwan Purbhoodas, of ditto . 

1,3)4 

8 

Toomree. 

Maugrola Mokumsing, of JVIaiigrolec. 

408 

9 

Aneejura. 

Bhugwan Purbhoodas, of Nandod. 

Gr.'i 

H) 

KhliHrlam ... 

Wessaee Dval Ivessow, of Bhudam. 

4,42 1 

1] 

Torna. 

Mujmoodar Geerdhur Purbhoodas, of Roond... . 

529 

12 

Chittrahvaree ., 

Cha.stua Sujan Singjee Bajeebawa, of Nandod .. . 

385 

13 

Russala . 

Jeenabawa Dajeel)awa, of ditto. 

288 

14 

Jesulpoor. 

Pandn Bapoor Girjasunkur, of ditto. 

1,431 

15 

llhurchurwadooii 

Bapoo Jngjeewun, of ditto. 

1,96!) 

16 

Huvjunpoora .. 

Ditto ditto ditto.- 

1,238 

17 

Dhanpoor. 

Geerdhur Purbhooda.s, of Roond . 

1,219 

18 

Dhumdachoo .. 

Patel Metlia Nagur, of Dhaninacha . 

2,219 

19 

pice. 

Bhugwan Purbhoodas, of Nandod. 

3,265 

20 

Sesodra . 

Bhut Dhurnzram Ilurreevullub, of ditto. 

6,.50l 

21 

Nukole. 

Sheenpuree Bhowanec{)Ooree, of ditto . 

1,239 

22 

Thulee. 

.leenabawa Dajeebawa, of ditto. 

481 

23 

Wagoreea. 

Chastna Jeenbhawa Dajeebawa, of Nandod .... 

481 

24 

Jpetpbnd .... 

Ditto ditto ditto . 

312 

25 

Vandureea .... 

Maugrola Mokumsing, of Mangrole . 

75 

26 

Leeniutwara 

Matum Bahrote, of Nandod . 

28 

27 

Bhoochad. 

Jo.shee Jubhaee and Abba.shunknr, of Nandod .. . 

516 

28 

Patna . 

Barotc Sirdarsing Bhowansing, of ditto. 

613 

29 

Heluirfbee .... 

Barote Mahatiuu, of ditto. 

125 

30 

Nurkhdee .... 

Ditto ditto ditto . 

375 

31 

Goowar . 

Barote Shewbhyee, of ditto .. 

375 

10! 

32 

Nuwapoora .... 

(lohel Vecrabawa and Nujooha, of ditto. 

1 

Paneitlia. 

Total of the Nandod Purguna.. .. 

Dcsace Kala Nurseedas and Patel Poonja and 

47,448 



Nurotum Vusta of Paneitha . 

4,311 

2 

Motee Indore .. 

Purbhoodas Rewadas, of Motee Indore. 

2,39:i 

3 

Nanee Indore .. 

I’atel Kur.sun Bajee, of Nanee Indore. 

721 

4 



2,151 

5 

Veloogaum .... 

Patel Some Wujjoo, of Veloogaum. 

2,178 

756 

6 

Siirfth)).rl . 

Nfljppshwpr 1 af Nn.n(]nf]. 

7 

Rajpoora Bhoodele. 

Cheetabawa Bajeebawa, of "Wcloogaum. 

1,821 



% 

Carried over.. .. 

14,333 

































































SumTut 1904 
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ly the Raja to Mr. Seton Karr, Acting Political Agent. 


Amount of Septennial and Decennial Leases. 




Rs. 
25,181 
10,919 
7,479 
49,937 
10,655 
17,088 
10,363 
3,626 
0,513 
3.5,095 
4,572 
3,385 
2,029 
1,185 
115,815 
. 9,553 
11,179 
15,965 
20,105 
52,707 
9,759 
3,387 
4,383 
2,197 
681 
196 
3,612 
4,291 
875 
2,625 
2,625 
707 


3,69,183 2,028 3,71,211 


15,0581 15,5321 16,18o| 16,56o| 17,110! 17,4131 .. I 
85r 


32,862 

18,779 

5,905 

17,135 

18,217 

6,376 

13,767 


1,12,0861 95511,13,041 
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Names of 
Purgiiaas. 



Amount of 


8 Naora .... 

9 Kandlez .. 

10 Survalee .. 

11 Jamboee . . 

I 2 Roomalpoora. 
I d Oomillieira . 

1 -1 Muhoowara. 
S 1 ;)|Fuclnvara .. 
^ If) Peepuldhuva 

5^ * 17 Waghpoora. 

IHjDhoondo .. 

19,Partvuta .. 

4 I 

20 Xlaysingpooi’a. 
j21jI{ajoowaria . 

i22'Oonlla .... 
|23,Panda .... 

2-l,llL‘la. 

_ 2;)I.Moolud.. .. 


Bhalode .. ' 
Jugguria .. 


Gowalee .. 
Laotia .... 

Ruttunpoor. 


Brought over.. .. 
Clieetabawn Bajoebawa, of 

Weloogaum. 

Bhcekareedas Kaudas, of 

Kaiidlez . 

Malieera Byesing Kliooshal- 

siug, of Knndod . 

Gosbaec Sbeesopoorce Bho- 
vvauecpoorc, of Nandod 
• Ditto ditto ditto .... 

. A'urda Bheekavecdas Desaee, 

of Panctba . 

. Ditto ditto ditto .... 

Desaee DadaN urer, of Panetha. 
i Dhuruzram llurreevullub, 

Nandod. 

Punday Nagashur Uulputram, 

of Nandod. 

Mabeera Byesing Kbooshal 

Sing .. 

Desaee A’urdha Bbeckareedas, 

of Panetha. 

Ditto ditto ditto .... 

Alulieera Tukiitsingjee, of 

Nandod. 

Ditto ditto ditto .... 

CliasteeaKa«arbavva,ofNandod. 

Ditto ditto ditto .... 

Bfuit Dhunijram llurreoTil- 
luh, of Nandod. 

Total of AVurathee Purguna. 

Desaee Wishwanath Myaram 
and Punjeewan Dolutram, 

of Bhalode . 25,453 

Desaee Runchorerace Cho- 
taram, of Shada, Purguna 
Sooltanpoor, Zilla Khati- 

desh. 

Ditto ditto ditto .... 

Hurreelall Pursotum, of 

Nandod. 5,751 

Under the Raja’s direct 




6,151 

6,551 

16,001 

18,001 

1,51,343 

1,57,984 

































Sumvut 1906. 
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Amount of 

Names of Purgunu. 

Karnes of Farmers. 

1 

a 

0 

OQ 

i 

rH 

1 

9 

QQ 

i 

1 

OQ 

1 

I 

00 



Bs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Gora. 

Brought over.. 
Under the Raja’s di- 

1,42,915 

1,51,343 

1,57,984 

1,65,582 

Gurdasur. 

rect management.. 

2,101 

2,151 

2,175 

2,201 

Ditto ditto .. 

2,901 

2,951 

3,001 

3,051 

Kxinthul. 

Ditto ditto .. 

2,151 

2,201 

2,251 

2,275 

Hill Purgunas.... 

Ditto ditto .. 

5,102 

5,252 

5,326 

5,402 

Khangee lands.. .. 
Sheera lands. 

Ditto ditto .. 
Jaykurn Curroojee, 

2,101 

2,151 

2,201 

2,301 


of Nandod. 

1,675 

1,701 

1,725 

1,775 

Customs. 

Kumalee. 

Ditto ditto .. 
Under the Raja’s di- 

7,701 

7,701 

7,701 

7,701 

Produce of Buttun- 

rect management.. 

401 

415 

425 

451 





poor woods .... 

Ditto ditto .. 

415 

425 

425 

435 

Kullal Bhuttee.. .. 
Cornelian mines .. 

Ditto ditto .. 
Paruck ChugunFool- 

901 

951 

1,001 

1,051 


chund.of Cambay. 

1,901 

2,101 

2,301 

2,601 

Pines and Mohsul- 





lee. 

Revenue from the 

. 

1,701 

1,701 

1,701 

1,701 

Mehwassee vil- 






laees. 


251 

251 

251 

251 

o s 

Geeras from th( 
Gaekwar’s dis- 


tricts . 

Do. from the Honor- 


1,570 

1,570 

1,570 

1,570 

able Company’t 






districts . 


12,375-1 

1,001 

12,375-1 

1,001 

12,375-1 

1,001 

12,375-1 

Sivaee Jama. 

Exchange between 


1,001 

Broach and Baro- 






da Rupees .... 


5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

Drawback allowance 
on money pay- 





3,000 

ments. 


3,000 

3,000 

3,000 


Total.. 

52,248-1 

52,898-1 

53,930-1 

54,142-1 


Grand Total.. 


2,04,241-1 


2,19,724-1 
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Septenniil and Decenniri Leases. 

Total. 

Charity or Dhannadao 
Expenses. 

Grand Total. 

§ 

1 

02 

i 

1 

02 

t 

i 

02 

d 

a 

> 

i 

02 

a 

1 

02 

a 

1 

& 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1,73,si 2 

1,80,867 

1,8.5,884 



11,451 

11,88,440 

8,803 

11,97,243 

2,251 

2,275 

2,301 

.. 



1.5,4.55 


15,455 

3,151 

3,251 

3,301 

, , 

. , 

, . 

21,607 



2,301 

2,351 

2,451 

, , 


. 4 

1.5,981 

4 

15,981 

5,552 

5,702 

6,052 

« • 

. . 

4 . 

38,388 

4 

38,388 

2,401 

2,501 

2,601 

•• 

•• 

•• 

16,257 

•• 


1,801 

1,851 

1,901 

.. 


.. 

12,429 


12,429 

7,701 

7,701 

7,701 

•• 

•• 

•• 

53,907 

•• 

53,907 

465 

475 

501 


• • 

•• 

3,133 


3,133 

451 

465 

475 

.. 



.3,091 


.3,091 

1,075 

1,125 

1,201 

•• 

•• 

•• 

7,305 

•• 

7,305 

2,701 

2,801 

3,101 

• • 

•• 

•• 

17,407 

•• 

17,407 

1,701 

1,701 

1,701 

.. 



11,907 


■ 11,907 

251 

251 

251 

•• 

•• 


1,757 


1,757 

1,570 

1,570 

1,570 

•• 

•• 

•• 

10,990 

•• 

10,990 

12,375-1 

12,375-1 

12,375-1 




86,625-7 


86,625-7 

1,001 

1,001 

1,001 

•• 

•• 

• • 

7,007 

•• 

7,007 

5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

•• 

•• 

•• 

35,000 

•• 

35,000 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

. • 


• 

21,000 

•• 

21,000 

54,748- 

55,396- 

56,384- 

.. 

•• 

m 

3,79,246-; 

.. 

3,79,246-7 

2,28,060- 

2,36,263- 

2,42,268- 

B 

■ 

11,45 

15,37,686-: 

■ 

15,76,489-7 


(True translation) 

(Signed) S. Mansfield, Political Agent Rewa Kanta. 
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No. 4716 of 1848. 

Political Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To T. OaiLVY, Esq., Political Agent in the Rewa Kanta. 

Dated 9lh November 1848. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Mansfield’s letter, dated the 19th April 
last, No. 196, with enclosures, reporting the result of the inquiries infstituted 
by him into the revenue management of the Rajpeepla State for the year 
1846-47. 

2. In reply, I am instructed to observe, that past experience has shown 
that under proper supervision, and with ordinary good faith on the part of the 
Raja, the revenues of this State are ample to meet all legitimate demands; 
and Mr. Mansfield’s report proves that existing difficulties have not been 
occasioned by any serious falling off of the resources, but in consequence of 
a considerable portion of the amount actually realized having been intercepted 
by the Raja and appropriated to his own use, in violation of the conditions 
under which the State was entrusted to his management. 

3. That such a state of things should have been allowed to be undetected 
for so long a period. His Lordshij) in Council considers betrays a laxity of 
supervision on the part of the Agents, by no means creditable to them. 
An attempt/s made to transfer the blame of this neglect to the four Karkoons 
stationed in the Rajpeepla districts. But this cannot be allowed; for if they 
were incompetent or untrustworthy, they ought long ago to have been dis¬ 
charged, and to have been replaced by more efficient agents. 

4. As the first step to be adopted. His Lordship in Council directs that 
you will proceed forthwith to Rajpeepla, and, after full inquiry on the spot, 
report the result of your observations to Government, and suggest such 
remedial measures as may appear to you desirable. 

5. The only objects which the British Government can have in view 
in interfering with the Rajpeepla administration, are—first, to secure the 
punctual realization of the demands for which it is responsible; and second, to 
secure such a police, as will prevent its own subjects from suffering from the 
depredations of the wild tribes, composing the chief part of the population of 
a considerable portion of Rajpeepla. 

6. It seems immaterial how these objects are secured, provided they are 
effectually secured; and lam directed to suggest the four following modes 
for your consideration:— 

IsL—Withdrawal from all interference with the Raja’s administration, on 
his furnishing good security, or his assigning a portion of his resources 
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sufficient for the payment of the Gaekwar tribute, an instalment of the 
debt due to the British Government, the small pension assigned to the 
late Minister’s family, and a moderate instalment of the old debt due by 
the State, a part of which, due to the heirs of the late Choonelal of 
Surat, has lately been recognized, 

Snri.— lhat the British Government shall again assume the whole manage¬ 
ment of the State, uncontrolled by the local administration, and continue 
to do so until all public pecuniary obligations have been satisfied ; a 
suitable ])rovision being, during this period, assigned for the Raja’s 
support. 

3rr/.—That a certain portion of the resources of the State, sufficient to 
liquidate these demands, be only sequestered, the remainder being sub¬ 
ject to the Raja’s exclusive control. 

Ath and laathj .—Appointing a Minister to manage the affairs of the State 
in corn crt with the Raja. 

7. The first arrangement His Lordship in Council considers to be the 
most satisfactory, though the character of the present Raja and of the people 
about him is understood to be opposed to its adoption; notwithstanding 
that in a late report you have stated that the next financial report of the 
Rajpeepla State will exhibit a surplus of revenue over expenditure. 

8. liis Lordship in Council does not deem it necessary to remark on the 
various topics noticed in Mr. Mansfield’s report until the extent of the future 
interference of Government with the administration of RaJpeej/^a has been 
determined, since, if the first of the proposed arrangements is practicable, past 
fraud and mismanagement may be overlooked. 

9. In case, however, a continuance of minute supervision cannot be 
dispensed with, Ilis Lordship in Council is of opinion that the Raja should 
be required to refund the Government portions of the revenues he may have 
misappropriated, the amount being deducted from his personal Nemnook. 
The scale of expenditure fixed for the State should also be revised, and all 
superfluous disbursements be disallowed. The alienations of the State 
resources, recently made by the Raja without the sanction of Government, 
whether to his Ranees or to favoured individuals, or to religious institutions, 
should be resumed, on the well known and admitted principle that a tributary 
State is not at liberty to make such alienations of the resources from whence 
its tribute is to be defrayed. 

10. .It is matter of surprise to Government that the voluminous statements 
referred to in para. 29 of Mr. Mansfield’s report are not forthcoming in your 
office. I am directed to transmit copies of these statements to you, and to 
inform you that the records relating to Rajpeepla, during the period the 
Honorable Mr. Willoughby was in charge of the State from 1820 to 1829, 
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must contain authentic information of all its resources, and enable you to 
defeat any attempts on the part of the present administration to deceive you 
in regard to their amount, and to detect any recent alienations. 

11. With respect to the measures which should be adopted to effect an 
adjustment of the accounts of the Potdaree, I am instructed to refer you to 
my communication of this date. No. 4715. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 9th November 1848. 


Political Department. 

From T. Ooilvy, Esq., Political Agent Rewa Kanta, 

To W. Courtney, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government. 

Buroda, April \Zth, 1849. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Malet’s letter of 
the 9th November last. No. 4716, in reply to Mr. Mansfield’s of the 19th April 
previous. No. 196, with enclosures, reporting the result of his inquiries into the 
revenue management of Rajpeepla for 1846-47. 

2. Government expressed their displeasure that the state of things report¬ 
ed by Mr. Mansfield should have been allowed to continue so long undetected, 
and directedi me to proceed to Rajpeepla, and, after full inquiry on the spot, to 
suggest sucii remedial measures as might appear desirable. 

3. The only objects proposed by the British Government are stated to be, 
the punctual payment of the demands for which they are responsible, and to 
secure such a police as shall protect the neighbouring British territories from 
the predatory tribes of Rajpeepla. 

4. Four courses are suggested for consideration : 1st.—To withdraw from 
all interference in the Raja’s administration, on his furnishing good security, 
or on his assigning a portion of his resources sufficient to meet all the demands 
on his State for the payment of which Government held themselves respon¬ 
sible. 2nd .—To assume the exclusive management of the State, assigning a 
suitable maintenance to the Raja, until all public pecuniary obligations have 
been satisfied. 3rd.—^To sequestrate a portion only of the resources, sufficient 
to liquidate the demands. 4</i.—^To appoint a Minister to manage affairs in 
concert with the Raja. 

5. Mr. Mansfield reported that the Raja had suppressed the names of cer¬ 
tain villages in a statement forwarded to the Agency, and retained in his own 
management others, entered as farmed for sums less than he received from 
them; that he collected, under the heads oT “Sadur” and “ Khangee,” larger 
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sums than he brought to account; that he increased old cesses, and levied new 
ones without paying them into the State bank; that he levied money under the 
name of “ Sookree” from the farmers, which he did not bring to account; and 
that he increased the quantity of assigned lands, and misappropriated their 

6. Mr. Mansfield estimates that as much as Rs. 40,000 have, in this man¬ 
ner, been intercepted I)y the fJaja, and expresses it as his opinion that the 
resources of the State have not materially diminished since the last year of 
Gopal Rao Myral’s lease. He observes that tlie demands of the Raja and his 
officers have forced the farmers to oppress the Ryuts so much, that a continu¬ 
ance of their leases must oblige the cultivators to abandon the country. He 
considers that tlie Raja’s breach of faith would justify attachment; but, as 
the country would necessarily revert to him after his debts had been 
liquidated, he recommends that a Minister should be appointed by the British 
Government, with a suitable establishment, to manage the country irrespective 
of the Raja. 

7. Before I venture to offer an opinion on the remedies suggested by Go¬ 
vernment, I trust I may be permitted to explain, on behalf of Mr. Mansfield’s 
predecessors, that Governmont do not appear to me to have been kept in igno¬ 
rance of the nature of the Raja’s administration, but that the Political Agents 
have felt that the case demanded delicacy and caution, for the sake of both the 
Raja and his people. It probably occurred to them, that so long as there 
appeared a prosjrect that his engagements would be fulfilled, it was inex¬ 
pedient to weaken the Raja’s infinence by encouraging false hopes and 
resistance to bis authority. Tlujy ipay have thought that attachment could 
at any time be adopted as a last resort, without, in the mean time, bringing 
on the country the doubtful good, but certain evils, of divided and confiicting 
authority. 

S. Government are disposed in some degree to exonerate from blame the 
four Karkoons stationed in Rajpeepla, on the ground that their remissness 
was the natural consequence of the laxity of their superiors. Allowing full 
Weight to this consideration, it ai)pears to me that the liberal salaries they 
enjoyed, demanded greater activity on their part. It was assuredly their 
duty to communicate to the Political Agent the result of the observations 
their positions enabled them' to make. Still I think with regard to three 
of them, Sudaseeveray Hurreehhoy, Mahashunker Oomyashmiker, and 
Luxumun Ilao Mahadco, that they might be allowed certificates of having 
served under Government, and so he rendered eligible for employment 
elsewhere. I think that the circumstances reported by Mr. Mansfield regard¬ 
ing Suntokray Anundray, are sufficiently suspicions to create distrust in that 
person’s honesty. 

80 r 
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9. In accordance with the instructions of Government, I moved my camp 
to Nandod on the I6th of February last, and on the 23rd of the same month 
closed the guaranteed Bank. I shall do myself the honour to report separate¬ 
ly on this subject. 

10. During the \vh»le of my stay at Nandod my time was fully occupied 
in adjusting disputes between the Rnja and the farmers, and between the 
farmers and the Ryuts, and in inquiry into numerous cases that came 
before me. 

11. I respectfully urged the Raja to reply to the many references made to 
him by Mr. Mansfield and myself, and at length received a general answer 
from him that tlie resistance that had been offered to his authority made him 
afraid to institute the requisite inquiries; and my observations lead me to rely 
on the truth of this statement. Numerous petitions have been presented to 
me that ought fiist to have been made to tlie Raja, and I have found it neces¬ 
sary to issue a public notice, that I should not countenance any attempts to 
evade payment of the just dues of Government. 

12. In regard to tlie Raja’s violation of contract in intercepting the 
revenue, I beg to submit that liis conduct in this respect should be viewed 
with much indulgence. The restraints that have for so many years been 
imposed on his expenditure must liuvn proved extremely irksome to him, 
and the evasions he has practised were perhaps to be expected from the 
untrained mind of a person <'f his class, lie does not altogether deny the 
accusations»brought against him; but he has attempted to defend his conduct 
on the plea of increasing expenses, fie has frequently and earnestly assured 
me that he is most anxious to act in accoidaiice with the wishes of Govern¬ 
ment, and he has in many instances endeavoured to give proofs of his 
sincerity. He has, u ith the utmost readiness, issued a Proclamation render¬ 
ing penal the sale or purchase of slaves in his territory ; he has agreed to 
maintain a vaccinator at Nandod on a salary of eighteen Baroda rupees 
a month, and a schoolmaster on twenty rupees, to be charged to the general 
revenues; he has consented to take hereditary securities from the villages 
bordering on British territory in communication with the Political Agent; 
and he has promised to publi.-h sanitary rules for the liealth and cleanliness 
of his towns and villages. 

13. It is true that fears, resulting from his own miscondnet, may 
draw from him many insincere professions; but I am in hopes that a con¬ 
ciliatory course may enable the Political Agent to effect more through 
the Raja’s willing co-operation than by any other means short of absolute 
sequestration. 

14. In considering what course should be adopted for the future manage¬ 
ment of Rajpeepla, it is necessary to detail the Raja’s obligations. 
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Qbliyations of the Rajpeepla State that ought to be 
annually paid through the British Government. 


Gackwar’s tribute. Rs. 65,001 

Allowance to the sons of Purboodas Bukshee. „ 6,600 

Allowance to Soornjkoor and to the family 

of the late Purtab Sing. „ 4,800 

Annual stipend to the family of the Bhecl 

who was burnt to death . „ 60 

Salary of 4 Karkoons stationed in Rajpeepla. „ 2,400 

Allowance to the Bheel Chief of Sakhbara on 
condition of service . „ 1,600 


Total,. ,Rs. 70,651 


15. The annual pay¬ 
ments from Rajpeepla which 
the British Government 
may feel bound to enforce, 
amount to Rupees 79,351. 
Tlii>? sum will become consi¬ 
derably reduced by the lapse 
of annuities ; and the salaries 
of four Karkoons stationed at 


Rajpeepla are subject to the pleasure of Government. 


IG. The balance of the military expenses due to the British Government 
will, at the close of the year, amount, after the payment of an instalment of 
Rs. 20,000, to Rs. 14,666-10-4. 


17, Mr. Remington, in his letter to the late Mr. Boyd, dated the 27th 
April 1842, No. 112 a, reported on the Raja’s private debts, the principal of 
which amounted to Rs. 7,00,423-8-0, and the interest, at different rates, to 
Rs. 19,26,534-10-3. 


18. In Mr. Secretary Willoughby’s letter, dated 24th November 1845, 

1. The boirs of Lalk Cbooneelal of Government de- 

Surat .Rs. 60,301 0 0 cidod that four claims, 

2. The heirs of Purshotum Ruttun- , • • i 

. o 5 ()p 4 0 amounting to a pnncipal ot 

3. Modee Bhookun Madowjee . „ 2,176 0 0 Rupees 97,832-4-0, should 

4. Purboodas Vundrawundas. „ 32,156 0 0, ,, , * . , , , 

_be allowed, provided the 

Rs. 97,832 4 0 Raja admitted them, or was 
unable to bring forward any valid objections. 


19. In the 5th para, of that communication. Government directed that the 
claim of Bhowaneedas Bhanadas to Rs. 30,000, forming No. 2 in the state¬ 
ment accompanying Mr. Remington’s letter noticed above, should be inquired 
into, provided the creditor furnished proofs to establish his claims within a 
given period ; and further ordered that he should be informed that otherwise 
his case would not afterwards be considered. Mr. Stuart accordingly address¬ 
ed that person on the 22nd January 1846 at Bombay, the place of residence 
specified in his petition, and, as no reply has been received, I presume that the 
demand must be finally rejected, 

20. In dismissing the other claims, amounting to a principal of 
Rs. 6,02,591-4-0, Government directed that the Raja should be requested to 
investigate those claims, and, with some exceptions, provide for their liquida¬ 
tion should they prove just. 

21. In Mr. 'Willoughby’s letter to the late Mr. Williams, dated the 
22nd February 1822, regarding the debts due by Rajpeepla, some demand? 
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against the State are noticed that were not preferred before Mr. Retning<- 
ton. 

22. Rs. 60,000 are entered as the probable amount due to Heemabhaee of 
Ahmedabad. I do not find that this claim has been advanced since that time, 
and therefore interference would not appear requisite. 

23. Rs. 46,654 are entered as advanced to Narsing by Shroffs of Baroda. 
The sum of Rs. 3,000 advanced by Modee Bhookun, forming No. 5 in Mr. 
Remington’s statement, is probably a [lortion of that sum ; as is also the item 
of Rs. 30,000 noticed in my 19th paragraph. No claimants have appeared 
for the remainder of that amount, and consequently I presume no further 
inquiry need be made regarding it. 

24. There is another entry of Rs. 48,037, claimed by Abdoolla Jumadar. 
This person advanced no claims before Mr. Remington; but the sons of the 
late Jumadar petitioned Mr, Mansfield and myself for Rs. 41,201 on three 
bonds; Rs. 34,501 on a bond dated Sumvut 1883 (a. d. 1827), and 
Rs. 6,700 on two bonds dated several years later. Making inquiries, it 
appeared that in Sumvut 1883 (a. d. 1827) the Jumadar pressed the Raja to 
settle his accounts, and that, after some negocialion, he agreed to accept of a 
bond for Rs. 40,000 in lieu of all previous claims, on condition of recovering the 
amount by regular instalments. A portion of that sum was paid ; but a 
balance of Rs. 34,501 remains still due. The two bonds for Rs. 6,700 were 
fresh acknowledgments, granted during the Bukshee’s management, of which 
the Raja denies all knowledge. It a{)pears to me, consequently, that the first 
item should be allowed, and the last (Rs. 6,700) left entirely to the Raja’s 
own discretion. 

25. A claim for Rs. 5,500, advanced by Umrut Rao Dwarka Shroft’, is 
also noticed; but as I. do not find that this sum has ever been claimed since 
the period of Mr. Willoughby’s report, it may probably be thought unnecessary 
to entertain the case now. 

26. Rs. 8,000 are entered as due to certain Bramins of Chandod. No 
allusion is made to this claim by Mr. Remington; but when my camp was 
lately at Nandod, eight bonds were presented to me, dated in Sumvut 1859 
(a. d. 1803), for Rs. 54,554-8-0, purporting to have been granted, seven of them 
by Raja Ajebsing, and one by Raja Ramsing, to Ganda Tooljaram and others 
of Chandod. The Raja’s Minister professed entire ignorance of the existence 
of such bonds, and it appears to me hardly requisite that Government should 
interfere for the settlement of claims advanced at so late a period, and for 
such Remote times, since it would be diflScuIt to ascertain the particulars 
of those transactions now, and because acknowledgments of this kind are 
sometimes given by Native Princes to favoured individuals with reckless 
Extravagance. 
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27. The debts against the State, for 

Heirs of Lalla Choonelal of Surat .. Rs. 60,901 
Heirs of Purshotum Ruttunram .... „ 2,599 

Modee Bhookun Madowiee. 2,176 

Purboodas Vundrawundas. .32,156 

Sons of Abdoola Jumadar .„ 34,501 

Total.. Rs. 1712,333 
Add for Military Expenses due to the 

British Government. „ 14,666 

Grand Total.. Rs. 1,46,999 


the settlement of which Govern- 
0 0 tnent may probably wish 
4 0 to interfere, amount to 
0 0 Rs. 1,32,333-4-0, or, add- 
-- 9 ing Rs, 14,666-10-4 due to 
the British Government 

19_1 for military expenses, to 

^ Rs. 1,46,999-14-4. 


28. The Raja has expressed his readiness to be guided by the advice 
of Government in regard to the demands against his State, and is prepared to 
admit the principal of these claims, though still expressing doubts of their 


accuracy. 

29, He is desirous of entering into a compromise with the heirs of Lalla 
Choonelall, and promises, that if his negociations do not succeed within fifteen 
days, he will recognize the principal at once. 

30, The Raja thinks that a part of the sum of Rs. 2,599-4-0, claimed by 
Purshotum Ruttunram, has been paid by the State bank; but he will admit 
that sum provided the bank accounts do not confirm his impression. 

31, In regard to Rs. 2,176 claimed by Modee Bhookun, and Rs. 32,166 
claimed by Purboodas Vundrawundas, the Raja doubts whether these claims 
were advanced in full, though he admits that he cannot produce proofs to refute 
them. The latter creditor has produced copies of accounts showing that the 
bond he now holds was substituted for one of earlier date, ancf promises to 
produce the originals before the Raja. 

32, The Raja was at first inclined to dispute the claims of Abdoolla Juma- 
dar’s sons; but when reminded of the long services of that person, he agreed to 
satisfy the demands of his heirs within a given period. 

33, Debts amounting to Rs. 1,01,666-11-6, contracted during the Bukshee's 
management, were, under the instructions contained in Mr. Secretary Town¬ 
send’s letter, dated 1st June 1844, No. 1789, referred to the Raja to settle just¬ 
ly. Verisaljee expresses entire ignorance of these transactions in the absence 
of all the Bukshee’s papers and accounts, and his suspicions that they were 
misappropriations. He declares his wilfingnes.?, at the same time, to inquire 
into these claims, and to satisfy such as may prove just. 

34, It appears to me, however, that as the Raja was well known to have 
been restricted to a fixed allowance, it would be impolitic in Government to 
recognise debts contracted in defiance of their own arrangements, and repudi¬ 
ated by the Raja. 

35, Verisaljee admits that he has himself contracted about Rs. 35,000 of 
debt, and probably that is an under-estimate. 
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36. He wishes to adopt the following plan to meet hia obligations. By the 
end of A. D. 1848-49 a surplus of about Rs. 68,000 will remain available for 
this purpose. At the close of the current year, a balance of Rs. 14,666-10-4 
will remain due to the British Government, after the payment of the usual in¬ 
stalment of Rs. 20,000 for military expenses. The Raja is desirous that this 
debt should be extinguished at once during the current year; that Rs. 15,000 
should be paid to his personal creditors; and the remaining Rs. 38,334 applied 
in part liquidation of the old debt. 

37. It is probable that the misappropriations of the Potdar (banker) will 
more than cover the remainder of the old debt, amounting to Rs. 93,999; 
but should these expectations be disappointed, the Raja requests, that out 
of the expected surplus of about Rs. 70,000 in 1849 and 1850, Rs. 30,000 
be applied towards the liquidation of the old debt, reducing it to Rs. 63,999; 
that Rs. 20,000 should be paid to his own creditors; and that the balance of 
about Rs. 17,000 be added to his personal Nemnook (allowance). 

38. I hardly think it necessary to enforce the payment of more than the 
principal of the old debt, as the amount specified in the bonds probably 
included both premium and some interest, whilst it is likely that the 
claimants would have received nothing without the interference of 
Government. 

39. It might be advisable to appropriate the whole of the surplus towards 
discharging the old debt; as, by complying with the Raja’s wishes, we should 
appear to sanction a disregard of our own injunctions. 

40. After the current year the surplus may be expected to be not less than 
Rs. 70,000 a year up to the close of the present farms, provided the Raja’s 
allowance be not raised. Thus, by the end of 1849-50, nearly all the old 
debts would be liquidated. 

40a. When the British Government undertook the management, of this 
Principality in 1821-22, its pecuniary embarrassments amounted almost'to 
bankruptcy; but as the Raja Narsing was incapacitated from government 
by blindness, and as his son Verisaljee was a minor, we were enabled to adopt 
our own financial arrangements for its relief. 


Gaekwar’s claims, according to the 
accompaniment to Mr.Wilioughby’s 
letter of the 22nd February 1822.. Rs. 23,37,043 4 6 
Claims of other Creditors, according 
to the statement. „ 7.52,805 0 0 

Total debt of Mr. Willoughby’s time.. Rs. 30,89,848 4 6 
Add Military expenses due to the 
British Government.. 2,32,000 0 0 

Total.. Rs. 33,21,848*4 6 


41. His Highness the 
Gaekwar claimed more than 
Rs. 23,00,000, and the 
whole demands against the 
State amounted to about 
Rs. 33,00,000. 
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42. His Highness the Gaekwar was induced to lower his demands to 


Remitted by the Gaekwar.Rs. 15,26,859 11 9 


Rs. 7,10,183-4-9; the Bri¬ 
tish Government remitted 
a third of their claims on 
accountof military expenses> 
Rs. 5,00,000 have been 
disallowed, and claims to 
the extent of Rs. 1,17,154 
would appear to have be¬ 
come forfeited; Rs. 8,036 were cancelled by compromise ; and Rs. 6,325 
were paid by the Raja. So that the burden weighing on the State was 
reduced to Rs. 9,86,141-0-5. 


Do. by the British Government. 
Claims of creditors disallowed. 

Do. considered forfeited by the 

claimants’ own negligence. 

Cancelled by compromise . 

Paid by the Raja to Abdoola Jumadar. 
Do. do. to Bhookun Modee. 


77,3;i3 

5,00,000 

1,17,153 

8,036 

5,500 

825 


5 4 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


Total. .Rs. 2.3,.36,707 4 1 


The Gaekwar debt.* Rs. 9,86,141 

Interest on do.t„ 1,41.045 

Fresh loans. t „ 2,06,606 


43. Rs. 12,12,501 will have been discharged by the end of the current 

0 5 year, including the whole 
^ g ofthe*inilitary expenses due 
to the British Government, 
finterest amounting to Ru¬ 
pees 1,41,045-9-9, and |fresh 
loans contracted to the ex¬ 
tent of Rs. 2,06,606-0-9. 


Paid off. 


Total Rs. 


13,.’13,792 10 11 
12,12,501 10 11 


Balance due. Rs. 1,21,291 


Add interest on a particular item 
Kxecss in Lalla Chooncelal's bond, 
hetond that entered in Mr. Wil- 

longhhy’s statement . 

Claim of Purshotnm Modee, in¬ 
cluded in Mr. Remington’s but 
not in Mr. AVillongliby's State¬ 
ment . 

§ Total.. 

Expected to be paid off this year.. .. 


7,542 


901 0 0 


2,599 4 0 


Rs. I,;i2,.t33 
„ 54,0')0 


Balance remaining due.. Rs. 78,333 
year, for tlie part liquidation of this sum. 


4 0 


44. Rs. 1,32,333-4-0^ 
will still, howover, remain 
due to private creditors ; 
but a surplus of about 
Rs. 54,000 will be avail¬ 
able, at the close of the 


The anticipated surplus of about 
Rs. 70,000 in 1849-50, vvill nearly meet the balance of about Rs. 78,333 
remainina: due. 


45. From 1822-23 to 1828-29 inclusive, the productive parts of the 
country were farmed to a banker named Khandas Wagjee; from 1829-30 
to 1832-33 inclusive, the State was managed by Purboodas Bukshee; from 
1833-34 to 1839-40, the principal districts were farmed by Gopal Rao Myral; 
and since that period tlie Raja has administered his own affairs. 

46. I have annexed statements showing the revenues realized during 
those periods, and the sums applied to the liquidation of debts, with other 
particulars. 

47. During the first period of eight years, lip to 1829-30, the revenues 
averaged Rs. 2,21,220, and the pa*ynients on account of debt Rs. 77,222. 
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47a. In the four years of the Bukshee’s management, the realizations 
averaged Rs. 1,76,361, and the payment for debt Rs. 22,575. It was found 
necessary to raise considerable loans during this period, whilst large private 
debts were contracted in the Raja’s name in excess of his maintenance. ' ' 

48. During the seven years of Gopal Rao Myral’s farm, the revenues 
averaged Rs. 2,24,633, and the liquidation of debt Rs. 42,845. 

49. In the course of the last nine years, under the Raja’s management, 
the receipts have averaged Rs. 2,06,409, and the payments for debt Rs. 26,508. 

50. It will be observed that the revenues reached their highest point 
during Gopal Rao Myral’s farm, and their lowest under the Bukshee’s manage¬ 
ment. The averages shown by the Raja are not very favourable, and little 
doubt exists that the revenues shown in his accounts were considerably less 
than those actually raised. 

51. The whole of the Raja’s public debts have, however, been discharged ; 
and 1 have detailed the mode in which 1 think those of a private nature can 
be provided for. Rajpeepla may thus be pronounced almost free from em 
barrassment. 

52. The number of cases in which I was called upon to interfere, wherein 
the Raja, the people, and the farmers were concerned, detained my camp for 
more than a month at Nandod ; and my nominjjition to an appointment else¬ 
where, prevented my accomplishing the design I had formed of moving through 
the Rajpeepla districts with the view of acquiring further information regarding 
the affairs of the State. But I feel little regret on this account, as it appears to 
me that enough is already known, and because what I saw convinced me that 
it was more necessary to quiet than to excite the minds of the people. 

. 53. All the inquiries I have made, induce me to rely on the accuracy of the 
information supplied to Government by Mr. Mansfield. I do not think, how¬ 
ever, that on the whole the farms have proved detrimental. The revenues 
have greatly improved under them; cultivation has increased; and I believe 
that, even though oppressed, the people have benefited by the plenty caused by 
stimulated production. The resources of the country are susceptible of greater 
development, but they appear to be in a comparatively flourishing condition. 

54. I am glad to be able to say that I found Verisaljee ready to attend to 
my advice in closing farms tliat worked ill, and in adopting other suggestions 
I made. 

55. The Raja having, however, largely drawn upon the resources of his 

country beyond his fixed allowance, and having, in so doing, infringed the 
arrangement made by Government, we might perhaps feel free to adopt our 
own plans for the future management of this Principality; but I think that 
the Raja’s conduct should be viewed indulgently, and with regret rather than 
censure. * 
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56. The low scale at which we fixed his maintenance ; the temptations tliat 
offered for the evasion of our restrictions; and the indirect interference we 
exercised through four Karkoons, produced the fruits that were, perhaps, to 
be expected from our measures—misappiopriation and misunderstanding. 

57. The inhabitants of Rajpeepla unquestionably desire the rule of the 
British; but I presume Government do not consider that a sufficient reason 
to set aside tlie Raja’s management. Sequestration would be a harsh measure, 
and one that, under present circumstances, does not appear necessary. 

58. The proposition to sequestrate a part of the Principality deserves con¬ 
sideration. It would be viewed as a boon by the people, and as less objec¬ 
tionable by the Raj# than entire attachment. Should this course be preferred, 
the part of the country adjoining the Gaekwar territory should be assumed, since 
the inhabitants of tlie districts bordering on British territory have an easier 
escape from tyranny. The measure would probably, however, be deemed a 
penalty by the Raja, which he would ever intrigue to remove. It would, 
besides, impose additional labour on the Political Agent, whose duties are 
already sufficiently onerous. 

59. The last course noticed by Government, that of appointing a Minister to 
manage the State in communication with the Raja, appears to me open to 
many objections. It would be a punishment to the Raja, whilst it would be 
extremely difficult to find a person proof against the temptations that such a 
position would offer. The measure would be nearly allied to that of total 
sequestration, for a Minister of our nomination would be viewed as our 
instrument, and the weight and responsibility of the administration would thus 
be thrown on the British Government. 

60. The first measure suggested by Government, that of committing to the 
Raja the administration of his own affairs, appears to me. tire most eligible ; for 
although Government consider the Raja’s character somewhat opposed to such 
an arrjuvjiement, it seems deserving of experiment to govern the country with 
equity through his instrumentality. Verisaljee has expressed an earnest wish 
to be guided by the Political .Agent’s advice, and although his professions may 
have been the dictates of fear, it may yet be politic to treat them as if they 
were uttered in sincerity. 

61. Should Government decide on adopting*this course, they might, I 
tliink, express their sorrow at the little gratitude evinced by the Raja to the 
British Government, that placed him in possession of Rajpeepla and rescued 
it from rujn; they might warn him that the resources of the country, as they 
existed in 1822-23, will be held answerable for his obligations for which 
Government deem themselves responsible; that no alienation made since then 
to his Ranees, or others, will be respected; that public must take precedence 
of all private claims; and that any leverity exercised towards those who have 
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brought their grievances to the notice of the Political Agent will be visited 
with the severest displeasure of Government. This course would remove the 
evils of divided authoyty, and leave the vices of the Raja’s management to 
work their own cure in showing their ruinous consequences, should the 
Political Agent’s remonstrances fail to remove them; for it would still, I 
think, be the duty of that officer to watch over the Raja’s proceedings, and to 
tender his advice in a manner least calculated to weaken that Chiefs authority. 

62. Verisaljee complains with some reason that the absence of the 
accounts of Rajpeepla kept by Purboodas Bukshee and the different farmers 
who managed the country, has caused him much embarrassment. He has 
expressed an intention of drawing up Cullumbundees 1|Wetailed statements 
showing the tenures, usages, responsibilities, &c. See.) of each village, in order 
that the oppressions on the part of the local officers, and evasions on that 
of the people, may be checked. 

63. The Raja has complained with bitterness of the presence of four 
Karkoons in his territory : and, indeed, the number appears to be more than 
necessary. Two might be sufficient (for the purpose, chiefly, of keeping the 
Bheels in check), one of whom might be stationed at Waree, and the other 
at or near Sagbarra. 

64. They would probably be the means of bringing to light crimes that 
have as yet escaped detection; they would strengthen the Raja’s authority 
over the almost independent parts of his territory, and promote the security 
of the British frontier. 

65. The Raja is willing that all the Bheel villages that have not as yet fur¬ 
nished hereditary security, should be required to do so in communication with 
the Political Agent. Officers stationed at the places I have named, might ac¬ 
complish that object- gradually, and without alarming those suspicious and 
turbulent classes. 

66. I have noted various lands and villages, that appear to have been alien¬ 
ated by the Raja and his officers in recent times, without authority from the 
superior State. 

67. Mr. Willoughby, in his report to the Resident at Baroda, dated 19th 
January 1822, gave full particulars of the resources of Rajpeepla at that 
period, and of the quantity of land and the number of villages alienated. 
The accompaniment to that report, giving details of those lands and villages, is 
not on my records, and was not probably forwarded to the Government ot 
Bombay. The particulars that appear to have been collected at that time 
were doubtless deposited among the records; and as it is of great importance 
that they should be preserved to check unauthorised alienations, and as other 
papers of consequence, relating to the earlier transactions of this office, are 
wanting, I had the honour to address *a letter to the Acting Resident at 
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Baroda, on the 13th January 1849, No. 29, requesting him to allow one of his 
own clerks, with one from my office, to arrange and separate the Residency 
from the Rewa Kanta records. It is to be feared that ^me important papers 
jnay be found missing, as the removal of the records to and from Ahmedabad 
and Baroda, caused, I have understood, many documents to be lost in the 
River Mahee. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. Ogilw^^ Political Agent Rewa Kanta. 

Baroda, \Zth April 1849. 



Financial Statement of Rajpeepla, from 18-21-22 to 1828-29 inclusive, whilst under Mr. Willoughhy's superintendence. 
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Financial Statement of Rajpeepla, from 1833-34 to 1839-40 inclusive, whilst under Farm to Gopal Rao Myrah 
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PouTicAL Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Major L. Brown, Political Agent in the Rewa Kanta.* 

Dated ZQth November 1849. 

. Sir, —I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Ogilvy’s letter with enclosures. No. 245, dated 
the 13th April last, reporting the results of the interference exercised by. 
the British Government, during the last twenty-eight years, in the internal 
management of the Rajpeepla State. 

2. In reply, I am desired to state that these results, as a whole, and 
considering the state of the country and its finances when the British 
Government commenced its interference in 1821, appear to be satisfactory, 
and that His Lordship in Council will not therefore dwell on those parts of 
the subject which are open to animadversion. 

3. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council is satisfied, from the 
above results, that the State can now, if moderately well managed, fully meet 
all its liabilities without being subjected to any minute interference, which, as 
no longer being absolutely necessary, would be vexatious to the Chief, and 
might eventually be embarrassing to this Government. 

4. As the balance of the claim of Rs. 1,55,195-5-4 (the reduced amount due 
to the British Government on account of military aid) can without inconveni¬ 
ence, as stjited by Mr. Ogilvy, be paid off this year, the Right Honorable 
the Governor in Council considers that this item may very properly be now 
cleared off. 

5. The old debts, I am instructed to add, should next be placed in train of 
liquidation. Of these. Government has, in Mr. Chief Secretary Willoughby’s 
letter No. 5321, dated the 24th November 1845, passed conditional decisions 
on claims amounting to Rs. 97,832-4-0; while Mr. Ogilvy is of opinion that 
Government should interfere in procuring the payment of debts amounting to 
Rs. 1,32,333-4-0. 

6. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council does not, however, con¬ 
sider it at present necessary to discuss these claims; but deems it sufficient to 
request that you will, under the orders contained in Mr. Secretary Townsend’s 
letter No., 1780, dated the 1st June 1844, require the Raja of Rajpeepla to 

arrange for the payment of such debts as are justly due, giving preference to 

those formerly decided to be worthy of the interference of Government. 

7. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council entertains no doubt that 
you will be able to induce the Raja to come to such a settlement as the credi¬ 
tors, under the known aversion of Government to interfere, wilt be willing to 
accept. 
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8. In the opinion of Government, arrangements for these payments by the 
Raja may be easily combined with such an increase in the appropriation of 
revenues for hie own necessary expenditure as may be requisite; for His Lord- 
ship in Council would be unwilling to commit to the Raja the management 
of his revenues, with a certainty that a nominal maintenance of the same 
allowance as hitherto allotted to him, would force him to have recourse to the 
same underhand methods of obtaining money as he has lately practised. 

9. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council is now pleased to direct 
that the administration of the affairs of Rajpeepla be made over to the Raja, 
with a warning according to the tenor of the 61st paragraph of Mr. Ogilvy’s 
letter, couched in courteous terms. 

10. With reference to the 63rd paragraph of Mr. Ogilvy’s letter, I am de¬ 
sired to state that His Lordship in Council authorises the retention for the 
present of the two Karkoons therein alluded to, in order to aid the Raja in 
maintaining the Police of his districts which border on those of the Honorable 
Company. It is not improbable that, as the Raja gains experience, Govern¬ 
ment will in no^ong time be able to remove them. 

11. In conclusion I am directed to state, that the documents alluded to in 
the last paragraph of Mr. Ogilvy’s letter as having been drawn up by Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby, are on the records of Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

Jiomhay Castle, 30th November 1849. 


Political Depautment. 

From Major L. Brown, Political Agent, Uewa Kanta, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 19t/i April 1850. 

Sir,— I have the honour to report, for the information of Government, 
that I proceeded to Nandod, the capital of Rajpeepla, on the 26th ultimo, for 
the purpose of carrying out the instructions contained in your letter No. 5163, 
of the 30th November last, directing me, under the orders containJd in Mr. 
Secretary Townsend’s letter No. 1980, of the 1st June 1844, to require the Raja 
of Rajpeepla to arrange for the payment of such debts as were justly due 
against his State, giving preference to those formerly decided to be worthy of 
the interference of Government, and also make ov.er the administration of the 
affairs of Rajpeepla to him, with a,warning according to the tenor of the 61st 
paragraph of Mr. Ogilvy’s letter No. 245, of the 13th April 1849. 
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■2. The Baja having visited me the following day, I made known to him my 
instructions and the wishes of Government, and informed him that directly 
I had examined the Potdar’s accounts with his Karbaree, I should be pre¬ 
pared to give him over charge of his State, and that I hoped in the mean 
time he would come to some early arrangement with the old creditors of his 
State, whose claims the British Government had considered it necessary to 
interfere in ; and likewise, that he would also gradually liquidate such other 
debts as were justly due. 

3. He at once replied he would do so without delay, begging me at the 
same time to send the creditors, who were with my camp, to him, jvhen, if he 
had any difficulty in coming to an arrangement witli them, he would be 
guided entirely by ray advice; he also promised to gradually liquidate any 
other debts against his State. 

4. I had also a long conversation with the Baja on other matters 
regarding the affairs of his State, in which he seemed to take much interest. 
He talked freely and openly on all points; he said I was aware that he had 
lately been visiting most of his districts to make himself perfectly acquainted 
with the people under him, the management and collection of the revenue, 
and all police matters; and concluded by saying be should be most happy for 
any advice I could give him. He left me impressed with the idea that he 
was able to manage his own affairs, and I trust I am not deceived in giving 
it as my opinion that the Government will not again have to interfere in the 
managemen't of Bajpeepla. 

5. Agreeably to the 5th para, of your letter under reply, the old debts for 
which Government considered it necessary to interfere were as follows :— 


1. The heirs of Lalla Cliooneelal of Surat. Bs. 60,901 0 0 

2. Ditto of Purshotum Ruttunram. „ 2,599 4 0 

3. Modee Bhoocun Madowjee . „ 2,176 0 0 

4. Purboodas Vundrawundas. „ 32,156 0 0 


Rs. 97,832 4 0 

6. Independently of these, Mr. Ogilvy, in the 27th para, of his report, adds 
another debt due to the sons of Abdoola Jumadar, amounting to Rs. 34,501. 
which he thought Government might wish to interfere in. As this claim was 
settled before I reached Naudod, and an acquittance given, I shall not again 
allude to ft. 

7. I have said the Raja left me promising to settle these debts. This was 

Enclosures Nos. 3. 4, o” 27th March ; by the 1st April every one of these 

5, and 6. creditors was satisfied. Translations of their acknow¬ 

ledgments, that they have no further claims on the Raja, are herewith for¬ 
warded for the information of Government* It will be observed, the Raja and 
creditors by mutual agreement compromised the claims. 
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8. The creditors received the amount of their claims and passed acknow¬ 
ledgments in my presence, expressing themselves satisfied. As the transla¬ 
tions of the acknowledgments fully show the compromise each agreed to, it is 
not necessary for me to enter into explanation regarding them. 

9. On the 1st April, having closed the Potdar’s accounts, I addressed the 
accompanying letter (Enclosure No. 1) to the Raja, making over tlie man¬ 
agement of his affairs to him, as also the balance in the Potdar’s hands, 
amounting to Us. 15,794-7-4; the accounts, w^hen compared with those of the 
Raja, having been found quite correct. 

10. It is now necessary to make some remarks on this communication. I 
was directed to warn the Raja in courteous terms: this 1 found much difficulty 
in doing, when I had to tell him it was proved he had violated the condition 
under which he had before been allowed to manage his affairs, by intercepting 
the revenues and appropriating them to his own use, or, in others words, fur¬ 
nishing accounts to Government which he knew were incorrect; but I trust 
the tone of my letter will not be considered discourteous. 

11. In the^nd para, of my letter, I have required the Raja to provide for 
the punctual payment of those public liabilities for which the British Govern¬ 
ment is responsible, to prevent any misconceptions hereafter. In his reply, it 
will be seen the Raja promises to do so through the Political Agent. These 
liabilities are as follows:— 


Gackwar tribute. 

Rs. 

65,001 

0 

0 

Allowance to the sons of Purboodas Bukshee .... 

99 

5,600 

0 

0 

Ditto to Soorujkoor and the family of the late 





Purtab Sing. 

99 

4,800 

0 

0 

Annual stipend to the family of the Bheel burnt to 





death. 

99 

50 

0 

0 

Salary to two Karkoons. 

99 

1,200 

0 

0 


Rs. 

76,651 

0 

0 


12. In my 3rd para, (being guided by the 5th and 6th paras, of your letter 
of instructions to Mr. Ogilvy, No. 4716, of the 9th November 1848) I 
have informed the Raja it may be necessary for him to furnish satisfactory 
security for these payments, or assign a portion of his resources equal to the 
amount, but that I would refer the point to Government and inform him here¬ 
after ; thereby leaving the question open. On this subject I beg I may be 
furnished \vith instructions. If I may be allowed to give an opinion, I would 
beg respectfully to say that there does not appear to be any present necessity 
to require such security. This fine Principality is. in itself sufficient security 
for all such liabilities, or, in the words of the Raja himself, “ should he fail to 
pay, himself and his State are at the disposal of the Government.” 
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13. With reference to the 4th para, of instructions, I have already reported 
in my letter to the Acting Resident, Baroda, (copy of which was forwarded to 
Gover.nment)that the Raja had paid ofFthe whole of the balance due to the British 
Government on account of military expenses; but since then I have been favour¬ 
ed with a copy of your communication to the Acting Resident, dated the 3rd 
December last. No. 5233, intimating that as these expenses were on account of a 
detachment of regular troops, the amount must be recovered in Company’s 
Rupees, whereas the instalment#were received from the Raja in Baroda Rupees- 

14. I called on the Raja to do so, but only received his reply at Nandod, 
translation of which is attached (Enclosure No. 7). When mentioning the 
subject to me in the course of conversation, he expressed a hope to be released 
from this claim, or at all events that he would be allowed five or seven years 
to pay it in, as he had so many other claims to settle. I respectfully hope the 
Government, if unable to release him from the claim, will comply with his 
request, and permit me to recover the amount from him by six or seven equal 
yearly instalments. 

15. But, since my return to Baroda, I have, I believe, discovered that a 
small portion of these expenses were not incurred in the Company’s currency, 
but that of Baroda; the Commissariat expenses for instance. Should this 
prove to be the case, there will be a reduction in the claim. The subject will 
hereafter be brought to the notice of Government by the Resident. 

16. The other paras, of my letter require no explanation, except that mea¬ 
sures will bq taken to prevent the two Karkoons interfering in any way in the 
Raja’s internal affairs; they are at present stationed, one at Nandod and the 
other at W^aree. 

17. The Raja’s reply to this letter is plain and distinct on all points, and 

„ . „ r. will, I hope, prove satisfactory to Government. He 

Enclosure No. 2. , , , , 

does not acknowledge having intercepted the revenues : 

but he forwards copies of acquittances from all the old creditors; acknow¬ 
ledges the public liabilities, and that they shall be regularly paid ; that he had 
received the balances in the Potdar’s hands; approves of the two Karkoons 
being kept up for police purposes only; and lastly promises to attend to the 
advice I have given him for the better managenlent of his affairs and protec¬ 
tion to his subjects. 

18. During the past year the Chief has paid much attention to his affairs, 
which have been satisfactorily managed. His Bheel subjects have been very 
peaceable, particularly the wild tribes inhabiting the south-east part of Raj' 
peepla. A few or none of the Raja’s subjects petitioned against him during 
the time the Agent’s camp was at Nandod. 

19. Altogether I was very much pleased with my visit. I like the Chief, 
and think him a sensible man; his manners and address are very good. 
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advice I gave him was received in a most friendly way, and he showed a great 
anxiety throughout to comply with every wish of the British Government. 

20. There now only remains for me to settle his dispute with the old Pot- 
dar, agreeably to the instructions contained in your letter No. 5216, of the 
1st December last. On this subject a separate report will hereafter be made. 
I am happy to say there is a hope of their coming to a settlement by com¬ 
promise. 

21. With reference to my 11th and 12th paras., I have much pleasure in 
reporting that all the public liabilities have been paid up to date. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) L. Brown, Political Agent. 

Itewa Kanta Agency, Baroda, 19</i April 1850. 


ENCLOSURE No. /. 

Translation of a letter from the Political Agent in the Rcwa Kanta to the 
Raja of Rajpeepla, dated ls< April 1850. 

After compliments. You are aware, that inconsequence of the greaffalling 
oft’of the revenues of Rajpeepla, Mr. Mansfield and Mr. Ogilvy were directed 
by Government to institute an inquiry into the cause. These gentlemen did 
so, during the years 1848 and 1849, when it was discovered, after mature 
inquiry, that it was not occasioned from any serious falling off of the revenues, 
but in consequence of a considerable portion of the amount actually realized 
having been intercepted by you and appropriated to your own use, in violation 
of the condition under which the State was entrusted to your management. 
The Government, I am directed to say, have received this report with much 
sorrow, that you should have shown so little gratitude to that Government 
which placeiyou in possession of Rajpeepla and saved it from ruin. I am 
also to add, that the resources of your country, as they existed in a. d. 1822, 
Sumvut 1878, will be held ans^verable for such obligations as the Government 
deem themselves responsible .for. Having performed this painful duty of 
making known to you the above sentiments of Government, it is with much 
pleasure I now inform you that the Government, not wishing to dwell on the 
past, have-decided on viewing your acts of mismanagement with leniency, and 
have therefore directed me now to make over to you the administration of the 
affairs of your State, after requiring of you to arrange for the payment of such 
ffebts as are justly due by you to your different creditors, first of all providing 
Lr the old debts which stand recorded against you as follows :— 



694 


1. Heirs of Lalla Chooneelal of Surat . Rs. 60,901 0 0 

2. Ditto of Purshotum Ruttunram . „ 2,599 4 0 

3. Modee Bhookun Madowjee. ,, 2,176 0 0 

4. Purboodas Vundrawundas. „ 32,156 0 0 


Rs. 97,832 4 0 

On my arrival here a week ago, I made known to you, at a personal inter¬ 
view, the nature of these claims and the request of Government regarding them ; 
and you at once replied that you would comply_ with them without delay. 
This you have now done I find, as your Karbaree has informed me the whole 
of these claims have been settled, which will, I am sure, give great satisfaction 
to Government, as it has to me, inasmuch as that what you promised you have 
performed. You have, therefore, only to forward me copies of the acknow¬ 
ledgments of the claimants. 

2. In making over the State to you, it wall be necessary for you to provide 
for the punctual annual and monthly payments of those public liabilities for 
which the British Government is responsible. They are as follows :— 

Gaekwar tribute. Rs. 65,001 0 0 

IS'emnook to Purboodass Bukshee., „ 5,600 0 0 

Ditto to Soorujkoor and Purtab Sing „ 4,800 0 0 

Payment to the family of the Bheel burnt to death. „ 50 0 0 

Salary to two Karkoons. „ 1,200 0 0 

• Rs. 76,651 0 0 

Besides these sums, any other payments you have been in the habit of 
making, you should continue to pay as usual. There is also a claim by the 
British Government of Rs. 22,003-11-3 for exchange in the amount of mili¬ 
tary expenses incurred by the British Government in protecting your State, the 
instalments having been received from you in Baroda Rupees, whereas the 
expenses were incurred in Company’s Rupees. On this subject I wrote you 
on the 3rd ultimo, requesting an early settlement. In your reply to this, I 
have to request you will name an early date. • 

3. For the punctual liquidation of these public claims, it is the opinion of 
Government that you should either furnish such security as will be approved 
of, or assign a portion of your resources sufficient for their payment. I will 
hereafter inform you which mode is to be adopted, after I have referred the 
point to Government. 

4. You are aware, that when Mr. Ogilvy closed the guaranteed Potdar’s 
bank last year, the balance of the revenues of your State, then in hand, was 
placed in the hands of the banker Gokul Narundas of Nandod on your secu¬ 
rity, on the condition that no payments were to be made by him without the 
Political Agent’s authority, and that nothing would be charged to the S|ate, 











695 


he receiving the revenues from you and disbursing gn the authority of the 
Political Agent. His accounts have this day been examined in presence of your 
Karbaree, Dhuneshwur Wisswunath, and, after showing a balance in favour 
of the State amounting to Rs. 15,794-7-4, which has been found correct on 
comparing with your State accounts, he has been directed to make over the 
same to you, and finally close his account with this Agency. I shall require 
an acknowledgment and receipt from you in full to this effect, to forward to 
Government. 

5. Formerly four Karkoons were appointed by Government to assist you in 
police matters, to be paid Rs. 50 each per mensem. Government having re¬ 
considered the subject, has decided on reducing the number to two, which are 
still to be kept up. They are merely to assist you in maintaining the peace 
of your frontiers bordering those of the Honorable Company, but are in no 
way to interfere in the internal affairs of your State. 

6. In concluding this letter, I would beg to draw your attention to the 
necessity of increasing the prosperity of this fine Principality—a rich country, 
with few public liabilities. Cherish your subjects; prevent them being oppress¬ 
ed by your servants; let them have free access to you. As yet complaints of 
oppression have, I am sorry to say, been numerous and incessant to the different 

.Agents. Do not attempt to increase your revenues at their expense, by 
making them pay more than tliey are able; endeavour to increase the revenues 
by increasing the population, and bringing more lands under cultivation. 
You have excellent examples for your guide in the adjoining Gollectorates 
of Broach, Surat, and Khandesh, by which your country is surrounded. You 
asked me my advice on these matters the other day : I give it with pleasure, 
and w’ill always be most happy to do so at any other time; for the way you 
have expressed yourself in all matters connected with the management of your 
State, the welfare of the people under you, and the exertions I have heard you 
have used lately to make yourself thoroughly acquainted with all your affairs 
by visiting all your districts, leads me to the strong hope that Government 
will never again have to interfere in the manjjgement of this fine State. 

7. A separate letter will hereafter be addressed to you regarding the disputes 
existing between you and the late guaranteed Potdar. 

(Signed) L. Brown, Political Agent. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) L. Brown, Political Agent. 
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ENCLOSURE No. 2. 

Translation of a Communication from the Raja of Rajpeepla to the address of 
Major L. Brown, Political Agent in the Rewa Kanta, dated Sumvut 1906, 
Chuetr Wud 6th, corresponding with 6rd April 1850, in reply to his letter 
dated Isi April 1850. 

A. C. I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 461, dated 
1st April 1850, informing me of the results of the inquiries instituted liy 
Messrs. Mansfield and Ogilvy, by the orders of Government, into the cause 
of the decrease in the revenues of this State; tliat it was not from any falling 
off of the revenues, but from my appropriating a considerable portion of it to 
my private use, the decrease was exhibited. 

In reply, I beg to state that the above gentlemen must have formed tluir 
opinions from the misrepresentations of the four Karkoons jilaced in the 
districts of Rajpeepla, but I did not do so. With regard to the seven para¬ 
graphs of your letter, 1 have to state as follows :— 

Herewith are forwarded the following four acquittance papers from 
creditors whoso claims have been brought to a compromise by mutual 
understanding:— 

l-vf.—Acquittance paper dated Sumvut 1906, Chuetr Wud 2nd, from 
Ishwurdas and Chutroobhoojdas, heirs of the late Lalla Chooneelal of 
Surat, who claimed Rs. 60,901. 

2nd. —Ditto ditto dated Sumvut 1906, Chuetr Wud 5th, from Gokul and 
Baliram, heirs of Purshotum Ruttunram of Nandod, for their claims of 

' Rs. 2,599-4-0. 

6rd. —Ditto ditto dated Sumvut 1906, Chuetr Wud (ith, from Sivelal Blioo- 
cundas, heir of Bhoocun Madowjee of Baroda, for a elirim of Us. 2,176. 

Ath. —Ditto ditto dated Sumvut 1906, Chuetr Wud 6th, from Mnccundas 
and Geerdhurlal, heirs of Purboodas Vundrawundas of Sunkera, for a 
claim of Rs. 32,156. 

You stated in the 2nd paragraph of your letter under acknowledgment, 
that as I was now entrusted with the sole management of the Rajpeepla 
State, I should provide for the punctual payments of Jhe amount mentioned 
by you. In regard to this, I beg to say I will pay through the Political Agent 
the amount of tribute due to His Highness the Gackwar, according to the 
instalments fixed by Mr. Willoughby. The sums due to Soorujkoor and 
others will also be paid as usual. I will make no objections in paying 
these sums. 

It is stated in the 3rd para, that it is the intention of Government that I 
should furnish satisfactory Nisha (security), or assign certain resources of the 
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state equal to the above amount due by me; but that you would' agatU write 
to the 'Bombay Government on the subject, and communicate their wishes to 
jne afterwards. In regard to this, I beg to say that the above sums would bfe > 
punctually paid by me. Should I foil to do so, myself and my State would 
be at the disposal of the SirkiSr, I hope you will, therefore, kindly write for 
me to Goverriment. 

It is stated in the 4th para, that Mr. Ogilvy last year closed the guaranteed 
Potdaree shop, and the balance in favour of the State was entrusted by my ' 
consent to Paruck Gokul Narundas of Nandod, with an agreement with him 
that he should receive the payments made by me, but no disbursements were 
to be made without the permission of the' Political Agent. Further that the 
Paruck’s accounts were compared by you with those of mine, and that it was' 
found that a balance of Rs. 15,794-7-4 was in favour of the State; that this 
amount the Paruck had been directed to make over to me; that the accounts 
with the Paruck had been closed, and that I should forward a receipt to you 
when the amount is received by me. In regard to this, I beg to state that the 
balance in favour of the State remaining in the shop of Gokul Narundas 
has been duly received by me. 

You slate you have resolved to retain two Karkoons for the Police adminis- 
tiatioj^^PWy State, and to prevent disturbances taking place in my villages 
adjoining the British territory, and that they were not to interfere with the inter¬ 
nal affairs of the State; their duty is merely to take care of the frontiers. This 
is very good, and I request you will strictly give warning to them accordingly. 

With reference to the 6th para., you have been pleased to give me advice to 
pay great attention to the management of my State, to try and increase its 
prosperity, to protect my subjects, not to allow my-servants to oppress them, 
and to permit them to iiave a free access to my presence to lay before me 
their grievances, &c. &c. &c. In regard to this, I beg to state that at present 
I act accordingly, and in future I shall pay much •attention to this. I have no 
other person except you from whom I may ask the advice I require. I am 
under the sole p'rotection and patronage of the British Government. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) L. Brown, Political Agent. 


^From H. E. Goldstmid, Esq., Secretary to Goverriment, Bombay, 

To Major L. Brown, Political Agent in the Rewa Kanta. 

Dated 20th May 1850. 

Sib,—I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your'letter, with enclosures, No. 145, dated the 
19th ultimo, reporting on the affairl of Rajpeepla. 

89r ■ 
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2. In reply, I am desired to communicate to you the gratification of Lis 
Lordship in Council at the mode in which the instructions of Government, 
contained in Mr. Chief Secretary Ma'let’s letter No. 5153, dated the 30th No¬ 
vember last, have been carried out by you*. 

3. It appears that the Raja of Rajpeepla has, under your advice, compro¬ 
mised with the creditors whose claim had been defined by Government, and 
that he has apparently in good faith resolved to act up to his engagements 
with Government. 

4. With reference to the 12th paragraph of your lettm', I am instructed to 
state, that it was not intended by Government to exact security from the Raja 
for the due performance of the pecuniary portion of these arrangements, as the 
State is answerable for them;^you are accordingly requested to intimate to the 
Raja that Government will not put him to the trouble and exjrense of providing 
special security for the same. 

5. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council will postpone considera¬ 
tion of the question relative to the exchange on the claim on account of tlie 
charges of the Detachment, until the receipt of the report from the Resident at 
Baroda, alluded to in the 15th paragraph of your letter. 

6. I am,' in conclusion, desired to inform yotr, that your report on the 
subject of the former Po.tdar’s claim, promised in the 20th paragrajih of your 
letter, will be awaited by Government. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) II. E. Goldsmid, Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 20th May J850. 



SETTLEMENTS, 

BASED ON A SYSTEM OF CONCILIATION, 

uffected by 

MR. J. P. WILLOUGHBY,- 

DURING THE YEARS 1822 TO 1826. . 

FOR THE RECLAMATION, FUTURE GOOD CONDUCT, AND 
BETTER TREATMENT OF THE PREVIOUSLY TURBULENT 
BHEELS, NAIKRAS, AND MEHWASSEES RESIDING IN THE 
RAJPEEPLA, TULLUKWARA, WUSRAJ^EE, PUNCH MAHAL, 
AND OTHER DISTRICTS; 


ANI> 


PROVIDING FOR THE REDRESS OF ANY GRIEVANCES UNDER WHICH 
THEY MAY HAVE BEEN SUFFERING UNDER NATIVE RULE. 
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Edracts Paras. 26 31 from a letter from J. William, Esq., Resident at 

Baroda, to J. P. WillovQhhj, Esq , Assistant to the Resident at Barodd, 

dated the 2%th October 1821, 

26. A considerable part, of Rajpeepla being almost entirely inhabited 

by Bheels, a caste notorious for their plundering and turbulent habits, it 
will be necessary to adopt some plan, as conciliatory as can be chosen,. 
to restrain these, and make them, if possible, a peaceable and industrious class 
of society. . • 

27. * With this view, you will be pleased to report the mode by which the 
Rajas of Rajpeepla, in its state of prosperity, were accustomed to manage 
them, and to enforce obedience to their commands j as it would perhaps ba 
expedient to adopt a plan grounded something upon similar principles as the • 
one formerly in use, with such modifications, however, as Government in its 
wisdom may deem proper to direct. 

28. The communication you held when last in Rajpeepla with several of 
the principal Bheel Wussawas of the country, will prove of considerable-ad¬ 
vantage to you in performing this part of your duty; and I would recommend 
your taking every opportunity of encouraging and cultivating as intimate an 
acquaintance with this class of i^eople as possible, conceiving that such will 
eventually tend to restore peace to the country, by withdrawing them from the 
plundering and lawless occupations many are now pursuing, to that of cultiva¬ 
tion and the peaceful arts. 

29. As many of the Bheel Chiefs allege in excuse for their crimes that 
they have been unjustly deprived of certain rights and privileges, you will, when 
time will allow you, inquire and report upon these; and I have no doubt, in 
all cases where they are able to substantiate them. Government will thiuk right 
to confirm and secure them in the possession of them. 

30. Amongst this latter class is, I believe, the notorious freebooter Kooer 
Wussawa, whose claims, if he consent to submit to the arbitration, you will 
investigateshould he, however, refuse his assent to the above equitable 
proposition, you will renew the endeavours you made last year to surprise 
ii'm ^d subdue him by force of arihs, which you may have an opportunity 
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of effecting by means of the detat'hment which will be sent with you, aided 
by tjie assistance of the troops now i^ the service of the Raja. 

31. You will also be pleased-to address a letter, in the terms you have 
suggested, to the person alluded to in your fnemorandum, by name Bajee 
Baiinen, residing in the district of Tulluckwara; and after investigating the 
claims he advances against the Rajpeepla State, report the same, with your 
opinion upon them, for the ultimate decision of Government. 



703 


CETTLEMENTS EFFECTED BY MR. WILLOUGHBY, IN THE 
YEARS 1823 AND 1824, WITH THE TURBULENT BHEEL 
CHIEFS RESIDING JN THE RAJPEEPLA DISTRICTS. 


Political Department. 

From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Jomary 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to transmit copy of a letter from Mr. Willongliby, 
dated tlie 9th instant, reporting the satisfactory intelligence of Kooer Wussawa 
having repaired to his camp under personal Bhandaree, and handing up the 
draft of an agreement he proposes to endeavour to effect with that Chieftain. 

2. For the nature of the terms of this arrangement, I' beg leave to refer, 
the Honorable the Governor in Council to Mr. Willoughby’s letter, in which 
they are remarked upon in detail; and as they appear well calculated to 
ensure the objects in view, I have issued the necessary instructions to that 
gentleman to proceed without delay to endeavour to carry them into effect, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 2\st January 1822. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant Resident, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 9th January 1822. 

Sir,— In pursuance of the directions contained in your. letter dated the 28th 
of ©ctober last, having sent a letter to Kooer Wussawa inviting him to repair 
to my camp, for the purpose of settling any rights at present unjustly withheld 
from him, upon condition of his relinquishing the predatory mode of life he 
had so long pursued, it is with great satisfaction that I am enabled to report 
the invitation has been accepted, and that that person arrived at Nandod on 
the 6th instant. 

2. The.reclaiming this Chief, if possible, from his present pursuits, would 
doubtless tend, more than any other measure, to the restoration and preserva¬ 
tion of the peace of Rajpeepla, the greater part of the Hill Purgunaa being 
“Qw deserted through fear of his depredations arid power, and will necessarily 
continue so until an efficient check has been placed upon both. 
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3. With this view, therefore, in ati interview I yesterday had with him, I 
was as mild and conciliatory in my language as the nature of his situation 
would admit; and I must confess, from the manner in which he conduct him¬ 
self, I am not without hope that he may be persuaded to submit to any equi¬ 
table settlement proposed to him. He expressed himself grateful for the 
pardon which I informed him would be granted forjris past offences, provided 
he. avoided them in future. He was very respectful and even submissive 
in his demeanour, and stated in extenuation of his faults that he had been 
fighting for his bread, which he had nuich rather obtain peaceably than by 
sucli an uncertain and precarious mode, and concluded by stating he would 
give me a memorandum of his claims as soon as he could prepare it. Kooer 
Wussawa is rather a good looking man for his caste, like most of them rather 
short in stature, and now about 20’ years of age. lie spent a considerable part 
of the last rains with his father-in-law, liyesingje§, in the village of Warree, 
but lias lately been residing in the village of Kapurpoonjee in the Thawah 
Purguna.' He has not lately made any of those plundering excursions which 
have rendered him so notorious, although it was reported to me that he had 
one in meditation when I arrived at Naiidod in iSoveinber last, whicli, however, • 
was not carried into execution. He has not now more than twenty Sindians 
in his service, a circumstance probably to be attributed to the diiniiuition of his 
resources to retain them, from the long period which either inclination or want 
of power has induced him to remain inactive. He is attended in his jirescnt 
visit by a Sindian Juinadar, of the name of Bm uk, who has been in his service 
for five or six years, and about twenty other Sindians, with thirty or forty of 
his Bheel followers. 

4. Although I am at present unable, from want of the. proper materials, 
and from my time having been as yet exedujively occupied in inquiring into 
the resources and future expenses of the Rajpeepla State, to give a general 
report upon the important subject of the nianagernent of the Bheel population 
of this district,^ yet the importance of a speedy settlement being made with 
Kooer induces me, witliout delay, to hand up for your consideration *iiud 
approbation the following terms, which appear to me to be the most expedient 
that can be offered to liim :— 

I. A general amnesty to be granted to liim for his past offences. 

II. A promise that all his rights shall be investigated, and sifch as are 
found to be just, confirmed. 

III. That he should be required to furnish perpetual security for his future 
good behaviour. 

IV. That he should be required to dismiss from his service all Sindians 
and other Seebundy now in his emplcfy. 
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V. That measures will be adopted to put an end to the feud now existing;, 
between Kooer Wussawa and Chamar, the son of the fate Jeewa Wus- , 
sawa, and their respeetive followers. 

VI. That he will, in future, be obedient to the orders of the Raja of Raj- 
peepla, perform him the usual services, and act in conformity with his wishes. 

VII. .That he will cultivate his lands and pay to the Raja whatever m^y be 
assessed upon them as the revenue justly due to the latter, and help to 
preserve the peace and tianquillity of the district in which he resides. 

6. Such appear to me to be the terms which are most likely to ensure the 
object in view; but I shall await your instructions before I propose them, as 
you may deem it necessary to make modifications in them. The two first 
require no remark, as no permanent settlement can reasonably be expected to 
take place unless they are granted. 

6. The 3rd Article will be the most difficult to ratify, not perhaps so much 
from Kooer’s disinclination to accede to it, but from the great difficulty which 
exists in finding a fit person to take upon himself the responsibility of becom¬ 
ing security for the good conduct ofa person of such notoriety as Kooer. The 
only person that occurs to me likely to be persuaded to do so* is Ryesingjee, 
his father-in-law, than whom no one appears to be more fiti He is of a peaceful 
and rather timorous disposition, and his relationship to Kooer must give him 
some influence over his acts and conduct, which others differently situated do 
not possess. I must however add, that Ryesingjee is very much averse to 
becoming security for his son-in law, and it is this aversion which has deterred 
him from accepting an invitation I some time since sent to him to pay me a 
visit j and I am credibly informed his present intention is to delay doing so 
until Kooer has been dismissed and has returned to his former place of abode. 
Still, however, I shall not fail to use my most strenuous efforts to endeavour to 
change his present purpose, and should I be successful in persuading him to 
visit me, ”to encourage him to undertake the responsibility in question. In the 
event, however, of my efforts proving unavailing, and in the event of Kooer 
being unable to obtain such security elsewhere as may be considered satis¬ 
factory, the only resource left appears to be to demand from him hostages for 
his good conduct, and for these to remain at Nandod for such a period as may 
be deemed necessary, or until the Raja’s authority has been fully established 
in the mountainous districts of Rajpeepla. 

7. Kooer will doubtless object to a compliance with the provisions of the 
'^Ih Article; it appears, however, absolutely necessary that such should 
he insisted upon, and that all (with the exception perhaps of two or^three 
Sindians vyhom he might be allowed to retain as personal attendants) the 
Seebundy- in his service should be dismissed. With this view, measures' 
"'*11 be taken to induce some oPthem, and particularly Buruk Jumadar, 

90r 
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voluntarily to resign their present service, upon a promise of being taken into 
that of the Raja’s, which, from the superior inducements of the one over the 
other, it is likely will be accepted by the greater part of them. 

8. The 5th Article appears also essentially* necessary, and its object perhaps 
may easily be attained. It would appear, however, very advisable, that Cha- 
niar Wussawa should also be invited to repair to Nandod for this purpose, 
upon the propriety of which it is my intention to write to the Political Agent 
in Khandesh. Ilis doing so would also present the best opportunity for 
investigating the claim for Koontee I am directed to inquire into in Mr. 
Wheler’s letter dated the 29th of November last. 

9. The two concluding Articles do not appear to require any observation, 
their tendency being obvious. I shall only, therefore, remark, that in the 
event of this arrangement being acceded to by Kooer, added to the measure 
of stationing a strong Thana in the heart of the district he inhabits, every 
hope may be entertained of his ceasing to be any longer the dread and terror 
of the peaceftd inhabitants of this and its adjacent territories. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. WiLLouGiiur, First Assistant Resident. 

Camp Nandod, 9tk January 1822. 


Political Department. 

From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated-^\st January 1822. 

StR,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
21st of this moftth, forwarding Mr. Willoughby’s report respecting Kooer 
Wussawa’s arrival in his camp, and the agreement he proposes to effect with 
that Chieftain.' 

2. I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to inform yon 
that these proceedings, abstractedly considered, seem very judicious ; the only 
doubt there is, arises out of the uncertainty how far they may be consistent with 
the arrangements formerly adopted by Captain-Briggs, with vvhoni it would 
have been advisable for .Mr. Willoughby to have comijaunicated before he 
advanced so far. 

3. A copy of your despatch will be sent to Captain Briggs, through the 
Commissioner in the Deccan, and it is desirable that Mr. Willoughby should 

■ suspend his proceedings until an answer be received. 

4. It may, however, be doubted whethft- any hesitation at this stage migld 
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not throw Kooer into complete distrust of our intention. Should such appear 
to Mr. Willoughby to be the state of affairs, he will proceed to conclude the 
agreement as far as relates to the pardon of Kooer and to any concessions pro¬ 
mised on our part or that of the Raja of Rajpeepla; but he must be carefBl to 
enter into no engagement that may clash with those concluded by Captain 
Briggs with Jeewa Wussawa. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

^ (Signed) F. W abden, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, Slst January 1822. 


From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To W. €Jiiapi.in, Esq., Commissioner in the Deccan. 

Bated 31s< January 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to transmit to yo*u the copy of a despatch from the 
Resident at Baroda, of the 21st of tjiis month, forwarding one from his First 
Assistant, of the 9th, reporting the arrival in his camp of Kooer Wussawa, and 
of the agreement proposed to be entered into with that Chieftain, and of my 
reply. 

2. I convey the directions of the Honorable tlie Governor in Council that 
you furnish the Political Agent in Khandesh with a copy of the enclosed 
despatch, vvith the least practicable delay. 

I have the honour to be,*&c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 31s< January 1822. 


Political Department. 

From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Gpverninont, Bombay. 

Dated 19t/i February 1822. 

Sir,— ^The enclosed copy of a despatch from Mr. Willoughby reports the 
conditions upon which the Bhccl Chieftain, Kooer Wussawa, has been per¬ 
mitted to reside in Sakhbara, the ancient scat of the family. A translation 
of the bond entered into by the Chief with tlie Raja Verisal accompanies the 
despatch. It consists of nine Articles: the three first require no observation; 
the fourth, the first part of which has relation to any demands which may 
hereafter be brought against Kooer Wussawa, and the fifth, whereby every 
possible case of dispute on claims, &c. is referred to the arbitration of the 
British Government, must remove-lvery cause of apprehension of the terms 
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of the agreement clashing with any which the Political Agent in Khandesh 
may h^ve concluded with Chamar Wussawa; the remaining four Articles are 
well calculated to ensure the tranquillity of the country. 

2^ The remarks of Mr. Willoughby upon the nature of the security for the 
good conduct of this Bheel Chieftain, show that he does not depend so much 
upon either the power or the inclinations of the parties who have become 
answerable forKooer Wussawa’s adherence to his engagement, as upon other 
means which have been adopted towards ensuring that gprson’s peaceable 
demeanour. The first of these measures has been the dismission ^of his 
Seebundy, the Jumadar of whom, with twenty-five others, have been taken 
into the service of the Rajpeepla Government, the remaining fifteen having 
quitted the country. 

3. The other expedifent seems to have been a very judicious oUe, the grant¬ 
ing a monthly allowance to the Chief himself, or his brothers, on condition of 
their attending the Prince with a4ew Bheel followers and three horse. The 
amount of this charge is Rs. 125 per mensem, and is certainly money well 
bestowed, and more likely than any other mode to conciliate Kooer Wussawa’s 
adherence to the new order of affairs, which must be rather uncongenial to his 
habits. A Thana of some strength has also been stationed in Sakhbara, the 
residence of this Chief, and there appears every reason to hope that all the 
objects contemplated by Mr. Willoughby will be obtained. 

4. The Gaekwar’s officers alluded to, have received the necessary instruc¬ 
tions from »this Government.' It would save much time if the Political Agent 
in Khandesh was directed to correspond direct with this Residency. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

JBaroda Residency, 19</j February 1822. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant to the Resident at Baroda, 
To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Rated Ath February IS22. 

SiH,~I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 2l8t ultimo, and to acquaint you that in pursuance of the directions con¬ 
tained therein, I have concluded a settlement with Kooer Wussawa, upon 
nearly the same terms proposed in my letter to your address dated the 9th 
ultimo. 

2. It appeared to me desirable that the negotiation should commence by 
Kooer fuesenting me with a petition requesting that a settlement might be 
raadj^f his affairs, and containing the' terms which he was ready to agree to 
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if his request was acceded to. Accordingly I have the hpnour to transmit the 
petition he has in consequence given me, which will be found from the accJom*' 
panying translation to embody the stipulations above alluded to, with:an 
additional request that seven of his followers, taken prisoners about a year and 
a half since, and now in confinement, may be released. 

3. I have also the honour to enclose the security bond he has subscribed 
to, as well as its translation; and I trust it will be found to contain every stipu- 
lation that the circumstances in which Kooer is placed render necessary. 

4. It is entered into with the Raja of this district, whose dependant Kooer 
formerly was and still continues to be. By this he not only consents to abide 
by the stipulations it contains on the part of himself, but also on that of his 
brethcrn and ail persons who reside within the limits of thsiSakhbara Purguna, 
which district was formerly granted to his family upon condition of obedience 
to and. performing service to the Raja, and paying a small quit-rent levied 
in the shape of a tax upon every Chapra, or hut. This deed consists of nine 
Articles. 

6. The 1st Article stipulates that Kooer, his brethren, and all the inhabit¬ 
ants of Sakhbara, will continue to live in that district in obedience to the 
orders of the Government, the same as Ryuts. The 2nd Article alludes to 
the e'kemption formerly granted to Koocr’s family from paying regular Juraa 
to the Government, but stipulates that he will pay all the customary rights of 
Government due from his district, consisting chiefly in the tax alluded to in 
the last paragraph, and the power of levying fines from persons guilty, of any 
fault. It also expressly declares that the customs levied in liis district belong 
to the Government, and will be collected by its Thanadar. 

6. The 3rd Article stipulates obedience to the orders issued by the Govern¬ 
ment Thanas, which may either now or hereafter be placed ; and no particular 
station being mentioned, includes all the Thanas in Rajpeepla. 

7. The 4th Article stipulates fof the restoration of any village or laud Kooer 
may have unjustly become possessed of, and that in future he will not possess 
himself by force of any village or land, but if any one wish to give him any, 
ho will first obtain the consent of the Government before he receives it. The 
first part of this Article bears reference to any claim which may hereafter be 
brought against Kooer, and the latter part to the possible case of laud bging 
offered to him for sale or mortgage. 

8. The 5th Article is one of the most important, Kooer by it agreeing to 
refer all-rights and claims he may possess over the territories of the British 
and Gaekwar Governments, Rajpeepla, or any other district wherever it may 
b®, to the arbitration of Government, by. whose decision he will implicitly 
•ibide; This also includes the arbitration of debts owed by himself, or to 
bitnself, boundary disputes, or in sliort anything which may tend to give him 
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the shadow of a pretext to interfere directly or indirectly with any village or 
any person not residing in his own district, and consequently not only gives 
Government the power of "granting justice to the Chief himself, but also to all 
who may have just claims to bring forward against him, 

9. The 6th Article stipulates that Kooei; shall be answerable for any rob¬ 
bery which may hereafter occur in any village, or any injury oflEered to Ryuts, 
merchants, or travellers, which may be fairly traced to have originated with 
him, or in which he may be proved to be concerned. 

10. The 7th Article stipulates that Kooer shall (in the event of his ability 
to do so) seize all disturbers of the public peace, robbers, or Bharwuteeas who 
may enter his boundaries; or in the event of the latter being too powerful for 
him, that he will five immediate information to the Government, and by its 
assistance seize them; further, that he will not join persons of this description, 
or give them an asylum, or food, himself, or allow any other person to do so. 
The tenor of this, as well as that of the last Article, appears well calculated to 
ensure the public peace, and check disturbance. 

11. The 8th Article will oblige Kooer in future to take security from all 
persons who may choose to take up their residence in his district, and be 
responsible for their good behaviour. Whether he strictly follows the letter of 
this agreement or not does not much signify, as the desirable object of ftxing 
upon him the responsibility for the good conduct of all who reside under his 
authority has been attained, by his agreeing to do so. 

12. Tha 9th and last Article, and without which the whole arrangement 
would promise but little benefit, stipulates that Kooer will not entertain any 
foreign Seebundy of any description whatever, and if it is discovered that he 
acts contrary to this agreement, that he will agree to submit to any punish¬ 
ment Government may think fit to impose upon him. Provided a careful 
watch.is kept that this Article is strictly abided by, however much the inclina¬ 
tion at any future period may return to Kooer’s mind to resume his former 
mode of life, he will in all probability be deterred from following it by finding 
himself deprived of the chief means by which he, in former times, carried it 
on vvith considerable though precarious success. 

13. The agreement concludes by Kooer consenting to abide by the whole 
of the Articles above observed upon, in case of default of which he will give 
an'answer to the Government, with the expense of the daily Mohsuls which 
may be sent upon him, and finally to submit to any punishment which any 
infraction may cause to fall upon him. He also agrees to obey any orders he 
may receive from the Government not specified fn the security bond, and gives 
two Bheel Wussawas as his Fuel Zamih securities, and two others as his Art 
Zamin, pr counter securities. THis own signature, and the marks of th^’ four 
other *pcr8ons Governed, are annexed to the deed in question. 
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14. It is now necessary to remark upon the nature of the security afforded 
for the due performance of the above engagement; in which, I regret to say, 
Ryesingjee is not at present concerned. I have not relaxed in my efforts to 
induce that person, by all the expedients in my power, to repair to my camp, 
but hitherto without success. Being fully convinced, from the information I 
have obtained, that he is determined not to come in until a settlement has been 
concluded with his son-in-law, or until he has received his dismissal, and 
Kooer becoming every day more impatient to return to his home, I was from 
necessity obliged to accept what other security he was able to afford from 
other quarters, independent of his father-in-law. 

15. The two persons who have become Fuel Zamin security are Mylo 
Wussawa, of the village of Roomalpoora in the Wurreetee Purguna,, and 
Katreeo Wussawa, of the village of Sumearee in the Sakhbara Purguna; and 
those who have become Arr Zamin, or counter security, arc Cano Fuqiieero 
Wussawa, of the village of Wuradeevow in the Broach Purguna, and Moon'gla 
Wussawa, of the village of Devroopeea in the Sakhbara district. 

16. Of these four persons, I place most reliance in the first and third. 
The first is not only a' Bhecl of good character, residing in one of the lower 
Purgunas of Rajpcepla, and as such always likely to be at hand ready to give 
an answer for Kooer if required, .but also stands in the same relation to this 
Chief as Ryesingjee does, having married his daughter to Kooer about two 
years since. He was moreover a follower of Narsing when the latter was 
fighting for his rights, and received a severe wound in one of the frequent skir- 
ihishes which took place between the troops of Narsing and those of the 
Caekwar Government. I am not at all acquainted with the character of the 
third person, but am disposed to ]>lace some confidence in him from the cir¬ 
cumstance of his residing under British jurisdiction, and because he is connect¬ 
ed with Mylo, the other security above mentioned. The two remaining 
persons are not worthy of much confidence being placed in them, for, residing 
in the Sakhbara district, in the event of Kooer breaking through his engage¬ 
ments they would in all probability join hire, and thus evac^e the penalty which 
his misconduct would occasion; still, however, they may be conside'red to add 
a little to the validity of* the whole arrangement, and as such their having 
become parties to it will not be altogether without its advantage. Katreeo 
Wussawa styles himself the uncle of Kooer, and Moongla a Petrui, or kins¬ 
man. 

17. It would, however, be altogether useless to speculate upon the validity 
of an engagement entered into with a person of so notorious and faithless a 
character as Kooer, even upon the best security that could be obtained ; and 
I must confess that I am more sanguine that ti reformation will take place 
lo his character from collateral measures which are in progress (which will 



712 


remove from him the power of doing further herm) than in any confidence that 
can reasonably be entertained that he will abide by his engagements merely 
from conscientious motives. 

18. The first of the measures above alluded to is the dismissal of the See- 
bundy which were in his employ when he first repaired to my camp. These, 
upon taking their muster, were found to amount to forty-one, chiefly Sindians 
and Arabs, the whole of whom, I am happy to say, have been, after a little 
difficulty, dismissed by Kooer, who has consequently returned to his home 
unattended by any other persons but his own Bheel followers. This desirable 
end has been obtained by holding out to some of the above number prospects 
of being entertained in the service of this Government, and by advancing to 
Kooer the trifling sum of Rs. 200 to enable him to pay off the arrears of pay 
due to some of these men. I did not find much difficulty in persuading the 
Sindian Jumadar, alluded to in the 7th para, of my letter to your address 
dated the 9th ultimo, to change the service of Kooer for that of this Govern- 
rafent, in which he himself and twenty-five of his men have accordingly been 
enlisted. 

19. The second measure alluded to, is having recommended this Govern¬ 
ment to give Kooer a small monthly stipend, upon conditions of either himself 
or his brother, by name Mylo, a young man of about twenty-one years old, 
living with twelve of his Bheel followers at Nandod, and performing whatever 
services may. be required of him. He has agreed to this arrangement, and 
has received a Nemnook'granting him Rs. 125 per mensem (which includes the 
pay of his twelve followers) upon the above condition, and also agreeing to 
entertain three horses, he possesses, in the Raja’s service. Kooer himself 
left this on the 2nd instant with the intention of returning home, and of 
sending the young man above alluded to, to Nandod. His uncle Katreeo 
Wussawa will remain at Nandod as a kind of security that he will do so. 
I trust my having ventured to make this modification in the arrangement 
I before proposed will be approved of, for although no one is more deeply 
convinced than myself of the necessity of this State pursuing the strictest 
and most economical scale of expenditure, yet this small monthly sti|)eud, 
even paid as it will be for hardly.more than nominal service, will tend more 
to reclaim Kooer than any other measure that can be adopted, and teach 
him in some degree to appreciate the blessin'gs of peace arid good government. 

20. As it is the present intention of Kooer occasionally to relieve his 
brother and to take up his abode at Nandod—an intention well .worthy of 
encouragement—he has received from the Raja a Purwapa containing the 
amudruft Bhandaree of Abdoolah Jumadar, to remain in force only so long 
as he conducts l^imself properly, and upon which, at Kooer’s request, I have 
AffiliH^v si£rnature. < 
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21. Another measure alluded to in the 17th paragraph of my letter is the 
sending back with Kooer a Thana consisting of forty horse and eighty foot, 
to be for the present stationed in the Sakhbara district. The Chief did not 
appear to relish its adoption, and endeavoured to obtain a delay of a few 
days upon several pretences, but in particular that he might be able to pre¬ 
pare for its reception by previously commencing re-inhabiting his district. As, 
however, the present opportunity for re-establishing the Raja’s authority in that 
quarter was too favourable easily to be relinquislied, I did not think it proper 
to listen to his proposal, observing to him that the Thana would be an assist¬ 
ance to him in the object he had in view, by holding out protection to 
all those peaceably disposed, and by inducing those who had left his and the 
adjacent districts to return to their homes. He finally gave up the point, and 
the above Thana has proceeded to its destination. It has been entrusted to an 
old, experienced Thanadar, who was formerly much employed in the mountain¬ 
ous tracts of Hajpcepla, and is personally known to most of the Bheel Chiefs 
who inhabit them. He has received the necessary instructions to jjromote as 
much as possil)lc the great object of re-peopling the extensive tract of country 
placed under his charge ; to act vigorously, but at the same time equitably, and 
in as conciliatory a manner as possible, towards its savage inhabitants ; to 
pay imnn^diate attention to all complaints made either on the part of the 
British or Gaekwar Government; and above all diligently and carefully to 
keep a watch over the actions of Kooer Wussawa, and to report any act he 
may commit contrary to the engagement he has now concluded. • 

2‘2. With reference to the retjuest alluded to in the 2iul para, of my letter 
as having been made by Kooer in his petition, although it would not perhaps 
Ije advisable to extend such an act of grace to him until the Raja’s authority 
has been firmly re-established, and the merits of the arrangements which have 
been entered into shall have been tried by a short experience of the manner 
in which he may hereafter conduct himself, yet doing so eventually would, 
without doubt, tend something towards his reformation. The captives alluded 
to were, 1 believe, taken prisoners by the force under the command of Captain 
Rigby, and their release, which is prayed for, will perhaps materially depend 
upon the circumstances under which they were originally captured, with which 
1 am not acquainted. 

23. I have, at the request of Kooer, written a letter to the Political Agent 
in Khandesh, informing him of an agreement having been concluded with this 
Chief, and requesting him to have the kindness to issue the necessary instruc¬ 
tions that he be no longer considered in the light of a disturber of the public 
peace. I have the honour to annex copy of this letter, which I have given to 
Kooer himself, enclosed under a flying seal, for the information of Captain 
Rigby, 

yir 
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24. I have further addressed a letter, copy of which I also enclose, to Ameen 
JuQiad^r, the Gaekwar Sirsoobah of the Surat Attaveesy, informing him of 
the same event, and requesting him to issue the necessary directions to the 
Thanadars under his authority stationed at Soonghur, Nansur, and other places, 
in future to refrain from offering further molestation either to Kooer or his 
followers. As, however, the late conduct of the above officer renders it pro¬ 
bable he will pay no further attention to my request than will suit his own 
interests, it w'ould appear very desirable that an order to the above effect 
should be issued to him by the Gaekwar Government, whose territories will 
now be relieved from the annual attacks they have been for many years sub¬ 
jected to from Kooer and his dependants. 

25. Such is the nature of the arrangement concluded, and although per¬ 
haps more of hope than certainty will be considered to be attached to it, yet 
I have done my utmost to make the best of the materials at my disposal. 
Kooer Wussawa took leave of me on the 1st instant, on which occasion I took 
the opportunity of reminding him that as long as he continued to act in con¬ 
formity with the deed he had subscribed to, he need not be under any appre¬ 
hension of molestation from any quarter ; at the same time warning him of 
inevitable punishment awaiting him in case he did not do so. He replied in 
suitable terms, and I at least hope his professions, if not from choice are from 
necessity sincere. Kooer is something above the common order of his caste, 
in proof of which may be stated his ability to write a tolerable hand, an attaiu- 
ment which.only one other Bheel besides himself, that I have as yet met with, 
has acquired. He has not yet given me a memorandum of his claims, which 
therefore still remain to be investigated and reported upon. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

Cump Nandod, Ath February 1822. 


Translation of a Representation from Kooer Wussawa, of the Purguna ofSak/i- 
hara, to John Pollard Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant Resident at 
Baroda, dated the 2Qth January 1822. 

1. The Government shall be pleased to forgive all the turbulent acts which 
I formerly committed. 

2. I shall now conduct myself peaceably and equitably, for w^ch purpose I 
do hereby agree, for my own welfare, to give security for good behaviour, and 
securities for Arr Zamin, in conformity with the drafts of bonds of securities 
prepared by Government, and I shall not excite nor perpetrate any turbulent 
act. 
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3. I shall henceforward dismiss the Seebundies now in my employ, for I 
have no further need for their services. 

4. After a proper inquiry shall have been instituted respecting my rights, 
whatever the Government shall be pleased to allow me I shall be content with 

he same. 

5. It rests with Government to settle the disputes which have arisen be¬ 
tween Chamar Wussawa and myself. 

6. I have, of my free will, agreed to act peaceably and render personal and 
sincere services to Government, agreeably to its orders, without any deviation. 

7. The land revenue (Jumabundec) of the Purguna has been constantly 
given up to me by Government. The Veera, &c. collections belong to Govern¬ 
ment, together with fines and penalties, and the customs, &c. at Sakhbara. 

8. While we were residing in the village of Parroy in tlie Sakhbara district, 
Wussawa Chajnar brought a Government detachment from Dhooliagur and 
took the village, when seven men were seized and carried oft’ by the English 
gentlemen to Dhooliagur. I request that an order may be given for their libe¬ 
ration ; it is nearly twenty months since they were taken prisoners. 

In attending to my foregoing representations, the Government will have 
the goodness to settle my affairs properly. I am ready and willing to serve 
Government. Dated 2nd Maha Sood 1878 (26th January 1822). 

(Signed) W’ussawa Kooek Omud. 


Translation of a Fuel Zamin Bond entered into hj Kooer Wussawa, of the 
Sakhbara Purguna, with Maharana Vcrisal, Raja of Rajpeepla, on the 
part of himself and all the Villages of the above Purguna subject to his 
authority, <^c., his brethren, all those who reside within the limits of his Pur¬ 
guna Dharola, (or those who bear any hind of arms), Ryuts, and all who 
reside in the district of Sakhbara, of his own free loill, dated the 9th of Maha 
Sood, Sumvut 1878, corresjwnding with the 31si January 1822 A. d. 

I. I myself, my brethren, and all who reside in the villages of (my) Pur¬ 
guna will continue to reside in them, and remain in obedience to the orders of 
the Sirkar, the same as Ryuts. 

II. An exemption was anciently made from paying revenue from my Pur¬ 
guna Sakhbara, but the ancient Veera (or taxes), Dund Furozee (or fines 
levied from criminals), &c. &c., and other levies, small or great, formerly paid 
to the Sirkal^ I will now pay. The customs of the Purguna of Sakhbara 
belong to the Sirkar, and will be collected by its Thanadar. 

III. I will always^obey the Thanas which are now placed by the Sirkar> 
and if any other (Thanas) may in future remaig (or be sent), I will always pay 
obedience to the orders they may give me. 
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IV. If I have become possessed of any village of land by force unjustly, I 
will restore it by the order of the Sirkar ; in future I will not take possession 
of any village or land by force, but if any one is willing to give (land) to me, 
having informed the Sirkar (that such is the case) and having obtained its 
order, I will take it. 

V. Whatever I justly owe, or whatever is justly owed to me, or whatever 
just right I may possess, whatever boundary dispute may arise relating to me, 
whatever claim I may have in the territories of the Honorable Company, in 
those of the Gaekwar Government, in those of the Rajpeepla Government, or 
in any other districts, wherever they may be, I will make the same known to 
the Sirkar, and will agree to whatever settlement it may make, and take 
(accordingly). I will not distress the Patel or Ilyuts of any village, nor take 
more than may be fixed by the Sirkar, nor occasion any additional expense (to 
any village) beyond that fixed by the Sirkar. 

VI. If from this time any robbery shall be made in any village, or any 
injury be offered to Ryuts, merchants, or travellers, and it is j)roved I am 
concerned or in fault, I will give a satisfactory answer to the Sirkar. 

VII. I will seize any refractory persons, robbers, Bharwuteeas who may 
go out with a gang with the intention of committing depredations, plundering 
on the highway, or to commit Jhansa, who may enter any place situated within 
my boundaries; if they are too strong for me, I will without delay give the 
necessary information to the Sirkar, and having obtained the assistance of the 
Sirkar, .will, seize them. I will not join any robbers or Bharwuteeas, neither 
will I give them a hookah or water, nor allow any one to do so. I will not 
give them a resting place or food, nor allow any one else to do so. 

VIII. If any new persons, either a relation or a Purdeesee (or a person 
belonging to any place situated out of his own territory), may come to reside 
in my village, having taken security from him I will allow him to take up 
his residence. If any fault shall be proved against him, I will produce him 
before the Sirkar. If it is proved that I secretly allow any person to remain, 
I will give an answer to the Sirkar. 

IX. I will not entertain in my service any Purdeesee (foreign) Scebundy, 
either horse or foot. If it shall be discovered that I do so, I will give an answer, 
and will agree to whatever punishment the Sirkar may impose upon me. 

In conformity with the above written nine Articles which I have given, 
I will continue to act. If in any respect a difference occurs, I will give an 
answer, together with the expense of Roz Mohsullee, and whateHr punishment 
it may please the Sirkar to inflict I will consent to. Besides the above 1 will 
act in conformity to whatever orde 
of the village of 
the village of Sumkharee, are my 


Mylo Wussawa, 


rs may be issued bj^ the Sirkar, for whic i 
Roornalpooroo, and Katreeo Wussawa, of 
perpetual Fuel Zamin security; they will 
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observe this themselves,^nd make me do so. Kano Fuqueero Wussawa, of 
the village of Wurendeeya in the Broach Purguna, and Manglo Wussawa, of 
the village of Duroopulie in the Sakhbara Purguna, are Arr Zamin (or coun¬ 
ter security). 

Declaration made hj the persons who have become Counter Security, 

Wc, of our own free will, become Arr Zamin, that in conformity with 
what is written above, we will give an answer, or cause one to be given, year 
by year, always, as long as the authority of the Honorable Company, that of 
the Gaekwar Sirkar, that of the Raj Sirkar, &c. &c. shall continue to exist. 
Dated the 9th of Maha Sood, Sumvut 1878, corresponding with the 31st 
January 1822 a. d. 

(Signed) Wussawa Kooer Omud, ^ liis mark. 

„ Wussawa Mylo Poonja, ^ his mark. 

„ Wussawa Katreeo Hudna, ^ his mark. 

„ Wussawa Kano Fuqueero, ^ his mark. 

„ Wussawa Manglo Dewaleeo, ^ his mark. 
Memo ,—This bond was confirmed by the Government of Bombay on the 
7t,h March 1822. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant to the Resident at Baroda, 

To Captain Briggs, Political Agent, &c. &c. in Khandesh. 

Dated 1st February 1822. 

Sin,—I have much jileasure in informing you that I have succeeded in con¬ 
cluding a settlement with Kooer Wussawa, upon nearly the same terms as 
j)roposcd ill the enclosure of my letter to your address dated the 13th ultimo, 
and to acquaint you that that person is about to return to his home. 

2. I shall hereafter have the honour to transmit for your information the 
jiarticulars of this arrangement, and in the mean time have to request you will 
have the kindness to issue the necessary instructions that this Chief shall not 
any longer be considered as a disturber of the public peace, as he is still very 
apprehensive of being attacked by the force under the command of Captain 
Rigby, and of receiving molestation from Chamar Wussawa and his followers. 

3. I have assured him that he need not entertain any fear of the kind as 
long as he continues to abide by the terms of the engagement he has lately 
entered into; but at his request, and to restore confidence to his mind, have 
given him tffls letter to your address, which I have enclosed under a flying 
seal, for the information of Captain Rigby. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Camp Nandod, Ist February 1822. Assistant Resident. 
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Political Depahtment. 
From F, Waeden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Bakoda, 

Dated the 2nd March 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
19th of last month, forwarding the copy of one from Mr. Willoughby, of the 
4th idem, respecting the agreements he has concluded with Kooer Wussawa. 

2. The Governor in Council is under an apprehension that the present 
agreement may be at variance with the line adopted by the Political Agent 
in Khandesh, and wishes some previous consultation had taken place with that 
gentleman on the subject; abstractedly considered the arrangement is a good 
one, and does much credit to Mr. Willougliby’s abilities. 

3. The Political Agent in Khandesh will be instructed to communicate 
direct with you, or Mr. Willoughby, on all subjects connected with the Prin¬ 
cipality of Rajpeepla which may require despatch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary. 

Domhay Castle, 2nd March 1822. 


Political Department. 
From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To W. Chaplin, Esq., Commissioner in the Dcccan. 

Dated the 2nd March 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to transmit to yon the copy of a despatch from 
the Resident at Baroda, dated the 9th of last month, and of my reply of 
this date. 

2. With the view of facilitating the termination of the discussions regarding 
Rajpeepla, the Political Agent in Khandesh should be authorised to com¬ 
municate direct with the Resident at Baroda, or his First Assistant now in 
Rajpeepla, on all subjects connected with that Principality which may require 
despatch. I have the honour to convey the directions of the Honorable the 
Governor in Council that you will issue the necessary instructions to Captain 
Briggs accordingly. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief^qpretary. 

Bombay Castle, 2nd March 1822. 
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Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

looted \Qth February 1822. 

Sib, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
30th .ultimo, in reply to my despatch of the 21st preceding, forwarding Mr. 
Willoughby’s report respecting Kooer Wussawa’s arrival in Camp, and tlie 
agreement he proposed to effect with that Chieftain. 

2. Your letter informs me that these conditions ‘are, abstractedly con¬ 
sidered, thought well adapted by the Honorable the Governor in Council for 
securing the quiet of the country, but that apprehension is entertained of their 
clashing with the terms of engagement which the Political Agent in Khandesh 
may have entered into with Jeewa Wussawa ; Mr. Willoughby’s letter to me, 
in reply to one addressed to him on receipt of your despatch now acknow¬ 
ledged, will I trust satisfy the Honorable the Governor in Council, that from 
the cautious mode in which the engagement is drawn out, the anticipated 
embarrassment is not likely to arise. It appears but proper that the Political 
Agent should communicate the nature of his settlement with the Bheel Chiefs 
on the border of the Rajpeepla and Gaekwar territories direct to this Residency. 

1 have, &c. ■ 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

liaroda Presidency, \%th February 1822. , 


From J. P. WiLLOuGiiUY, Esq., Assistant Resident, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 1 3th February 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
7th instant, enclosing copy of a letter from Mr. Warden, dated the 31st ultimo, 
upon the subject of my proceedings with the Bheel Chieftain Kooer Wussawa, 
and requesting my attention to the instructions it contains. 

2. Having already concluded a settlement with Kooer as reported to you 
ill my letter dated the 4th instant, and that person having returned to his home, 
I am unfortunately unable to give efi’ect to the wishes of Government that 
such should have been delayed until the receipt of a communication from the 
Political Agent in Khandejh. 

3. I cannot, however, "but hope that no inconvenience will, in the present 
instance, be occasioned by the termination of the arrangement, as I do not 
perceive any stipulation it embraces that can possibly afi'ect any prior engage¬ 
ment that may have been entered ir/to with the family of Jeewa Wussawa. It 
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was with this view that I did not press Kooer to deliver to me a statement of 
his claims before he took his leave, knowing that this would have imposed 
upon me the necessity of making an early inquiry into their merits, which 
perhaps might have led me to have offered an opinion in his favour upon some 
of these claims, which might, eventually have been found to have belonged to 
Jeevva’s family or those of other Bheel Chiefs. 

4. My letter to your address dated the 14th ultimd, forwarding cojiy of 
a* letter I had written to Captain Briggs, will show that I had anticipated 
the wishes of the Honorable the Governor in Council, in communicating with 
that officer not oidy 'upon the subject of Kooer’s settlement, but also upon 
that of the Bheels generally in Rajpcepla. I have not, however, as yet 
received any reply to that communication. 

5. Had I delayed terminating the settlement with Kooer longer than 1 
did, I much fear he would have returned, as he came, a plunderer and a dis¬ 
turber of the public peace. As it was, it required the greatest exertion on 
my part to satisfy his mind, during the period which intervened between his 
arrival in my camp and the receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo, authorising 
me to endeavour to induce him to accede to th^ terms proposed in my letter 
of the 9th preceding; for it was with the greatest difficulty and persuasion that 
I could make him comprehend the necessity of my awaiting instructions prior 
to concluding an agreement with him. 

G. I confidently trust, therefore, that Government, under this explanation, 
will be pleased to consider that I did not act injudiciously in entering upon 
the negotiation with as little delay as possible after receiving your instructions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

Cutnji Kandod, 13t/i February 1822. 

From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 1th March 1822. 

Sir, —By a despatch received from the Commissioner in the Deccan, of 
the 26th of last month, it appears that the settlement effected by Mr. 
Willoughby with Kooer Wussawa, is not at all at variance with the measures 
pursued by the Agent in Khandesh. 

2. The Governor in Council has derived much satisfaction in perceiving 
that Mr. Willoughby’s arrangements, so beneficial \n themselves, are in pertect 
consistency with those previously adopted by the Agent in that Province. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chiei'Secretary. 

Bombay Castle,!th March 1822. 



721 


Political Department. 
Ftom J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baioda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated mii March 1822. 

SiRj—I have the honour to enclose copy of a letter from hlr. Willoughby, 
dated the 16th ultimo, reporting the satisfactory intelligence of Eoocr Wussa- 
vva having, without delay, complied with that part of the settlement lately 
concluded with him, relating to his brother residing at Nandod for the per¬ 
formance of personal service to the Raja. 

2. The anticipations formed by my Assistant upon tins event, and upon that 
of the establishment of the Raja’s Thana ut Sakhbara, uppc.ir well founded. 

1 have, ike. 

(Signed) J. WhLLiAM:-;, Ivesideii'. 

Baroda Residency, \0th March 1822. 

From J. P. WiLLOUGiiuv, Esep, Assistant Resident, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Bated lliiA Behrwinj 1822. 

Sir, —I have much pleasure in reporting, for your information, the uvriva! of 
Mylo Wussawa, the brother of Kooer Wussawa, at Nandoil, on -tho Idtii 
instant, for the purpose of residing here, under the arrangement reported in 
the 19th paragraph* of my letter dated the 4th instant. 

2. I take this opportunity of reporting the arrival of the Thana, sent witli 
Kooer to tho district of Sakhbara, at its destination; that its presence has 
already laid the foundation of the rc-|)eopling not only of that, but of its adjacent 
districts; and that from the early performance by Kooer of that part of tho 
settlement lately concluded with him, relating to his brother being sent for the 
purpose of residing atNandod and performing personal service to the Raja, a 
sanguine hope may be entertained that it is the present intention of this Chief¬ 
tain to lead in future a quiet and peaceable life. 

I have, ikc. 

(Signed) J. P. WiLi.ouaunv, Assistant Resident. 

Camj) Purtaubnugyur, 16^A Febraary 1823. 


Prom J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To-P". Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, —I have the honour to enclose copy of Mr. Willoughby’s report 
t’pon the Bheel population, with copy of my iiistrucLions thereon, which are 
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* Vide \iagc71-’ of this Selectiou, 
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necessarily very imperfect. I am most anxious to be furnished with any account 
which -may be in the possession of Government respecting the settlement of the 
Khandesh Bheels, which would be some guide to Mr. Willoughby in his future 
arrangement with that class of people. 1 have, &c. 

I (Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, \lth March 1822. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant Resident, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Bated %th February 1822. 

Sir, —With reference to the 26th* and three following paragraphs of your 
letter to my address dated the 28th of October last, I have now the honour 
to submit a few observations, resulting from the inquiries I was therein direct¬ 
ed to institute, upon the important subject of the past and future management 
of the Bheel population of Rajpeepla. 

2. It is not my intention, in my present letter, to enter into any discussion 
upon the origin and history of this singular but barbarous race of people, as 
such would require more time and leisure than are at present at my disposal; 
but I intend, as much as possible, to confine my remarks chiefly to the two 
points laid down in your instructions, viz. \st, to report upon the ancient mode by 
which, during the days of the prosperity of this State, the Bheels were kept in 
order; and 2nd, the mode which appears at the present time best calculated to 
ensure the same desirable end, and, by keeping the Bheels under proper 
restraint, to ensure not only the peace of the districts which they inhabit, 
but also that of the country generally. 

3. In taking into consideration the first point, it was necessary to go as 
far back as the reign of Ryesingjee, who succeeded at a very early age to the 
sovereignty of Rajpeepla in Sumvut 1^0 (or a. d. 1763), and reigned twenty- 
two years, or until Sumvut 1842 (or a. d. 1785). During this Raja’s reign, 
but more particularly towards the latter end of it, Rajpeepla was in a very 
flourishing and prosperous condition; its finances were unencumbered; 
its inhabitants were equitably ruled; and the numerous classes of Bheels, 
composing at that time a very considerable proportion of its population, 
were kept under proper control and subjection. Soon after the death of 
Ryesingjee, and during the reign of his successor Ajebsing, this happy 
order of things was changed; the cause of which chiefly originated 
in the rebellion of Omed, the father of the present Kooer Wussawa. This 
powerful Bheel Chief, by the aid of a large body of Arab and Scindian 
mercenaries which he enlisted in his service, possessed himself of several 

• Vide page* 701 and 702 of this Selection. 
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of the Hill Purgut^B, and greatly harassed and disturbed the peace of 
the whole country by his frequent plundering incursions. Although this 
Wussawa was eventually put to death by emissaries secretly employed for 
the purpose, yet his example, combined with the weak end imbecile rule of 
llamsing, the circumstance of Narsing becoming a Bharwuteea, and other 
events of too recent occurrence now to require to be enumerated, have engen¬ 
dered in the minds of the Bheels generally suCh habit's of plunder, and disre¬ 
gard to all just rule and authority, as to render it only a work of time and 
patience, under the most wise and judicious system, to effect their reformation. 

4. The mode by which the Blieels were curbed and* kept in order by Rye- 
singjee, was by stationing a chain of Thanas throughout the districts they 
resided in, of sufficient strength to enforce prompt and ready obedience to hia 
orders, to punish any infraction of them, as well as to mairilain their general 
peace and tranquillity. The whole force maintained for this purpose occa¬ 
sionally varied in number, but its general strength is said to have been about 
50 horse and 230 foot. 

5. The principal station, as being the most important, was Sakhbara, the 
seat of the authority of the family of Kooer Wussawa, where a Thana consist¬ 
ing of 60 horse and 100 foot was generally stationed. 

6. The importance of this station consisted principally in Sakhbara being 
the place at which customs were levied by the Raja from goods which were 
transported to and from different places by a road which, as being the shortest 
and most commodious, was at that time generally frequented by merchants, 
who carried on their commercial dealings between Guzerat, Khandesh, and the 
Deccan. These customs, in the time of Ryesingjee, yielded this State an 
annual profit of from 40 to 60,000 Rupees, which, however, it has ceased to 
derive ever since the rebellion above alluded to, at which time the road became 
unfrequented, from the insecurity of property which arose incident to the dis¬ 
turbances which followed it. These ha\|ipg continued to exist either in a greater 
or less degree ever since the above period, or for thirty-five years, the road has. 
consequently never been re-opened, j^o attempt was made by the Gaekwar 
authorities to effect this desirable object, a circumstance chiefly owing to the 
Hill Bheels refusing to acknowledge them as their rulers, which would have 
rendered all their efforts to make the road safe abortive, but also from a less 
disinterested motive, viz. that the shutting up of this road has been a very 
considerable source of emolument to the Gaekwar Government, by the great 
increase it has occasioned in its own customs levied at Soanghur. 

7. The re-opening this communication has therefore been reserved to forna 
one of the .many advantages likely to attend the restoration of the legitimate 
rights of the son of Narsing. The benefits likely to arise from such a measure 
»re not easily estimated, whether in reference to those it will confer upon thit 
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State individually, or upon the commercial part of the population of Guzerat, 
Khandesh, and the Deccan generally. Provided it can be rendefted secure and 
safe, the facility of commercial intercourse between the above and many other 
places will be greatly increased, and, as a more remote advantage, may be men¬ 
tioned the opening of a shortfr and more convenient route for the movements of 
troops. It will, however, bo some time before such can be effected, a tract of 
upwards of 25 koss through which it runs being at the present moment entirely 
waste and covered with the thickest jungles. Measures are, however, now iu 
progress for clearing these away, and, as I have already reported, a Thanahas 
been sent to Saklibartl for the purpose of rendering the road secure when 
made. I shall take as early an opportunity of travelling through this country 
as may be practicable, which will enable me to report more fully and satisfac¬ 
torily upon its nalure and the difficulties it presents to those who may here¬ 
after frequent it; and in the mejjn time have to ‘apologise for this digression 
from the principal subject of my letter, to which, however, it may be consi¬ 
dered in some degree to relate. 

8. The remainder of the force, alluded to in the 4th para, of my letter as 
having been maintained by llyesingjce for the purpose of keeping his Bheel 
subjects under restraint, was distributed by him in the other Hill Purgunas, in 
small Thanas of from ten to thirty men each, but so situated as to be able to 
keep up a communication, and to aid each other, if necessary, in preserving 
the general tranquillity of the whole. 

9. Another circumstance, which undoubtedly greatly tended to keep the 
Blieels in order, was thePaja building a fort at Rajpeepla (properly so called), 
which is situated in the centre of several of the hill districts. This place 
he also made his capital and the seat of his authority, not from choice 
but from necessity, being always under the apprehension of attacks from 
foreign enemies, but more particularly from the Gaekwar Government. The 
fort is of brick, built in a small ])Iain^urrounded on every side by high hills, 
the possession of which, with artillery, would render it soon untenable. The 
approach to it, however, for the distan^ of about two or three koss, not only pre¬ 
sents very great natural obstacles in the number and steepness of the ascents and 
descents through which it runs, but was formerly defended by a gate known 
by the name of the Lai Duru'aja built in a strong position, being on one side 
flanked by a high hill also fortified, and on the other by the rocky though rather 
shallow river'Kurjun, the approach to which was moreover defended by other 
fortifications, if such they can be termed, consisting of breastworks and 
bastions erected upon commanding positions. The fort itself, as well as its 
secondary defences, are now in a very ruined and dilapidated condition, having 
undergone no repairs for the last eight or ten years. Their ruins, however, still 
remain, the memorials of the policy and wi^om of Ryesingjee their founder, 



725 


10. All apprehension of foreign danger having, by the recent arrangements, 
been remove# from the Raja’s mind, Rajpeepla will now no longer continue 
the capital of the country,except in name. It is proverbially unhealthy, and 
tiie more commodious and healthy town of Nandod will henceforward consti¬ 
tute the fixed residence of the Raja. This ch'jnge can only be regretted in 
one point of view, viz. that the keeping the Bheels in order must have been 
greatly facilitated by the Raja being, as it were, obliged to reside amongst 
Ihoin, and the check which must have existed against the misconduct from the 
large force which, independent of the Tlianas I have enumei ated, the Raja in 
those troubled times was obliged to retain near his person, will in consequence 
be removed. 

11. In former times no other measures were resorted to except force, to 
ensure subjection and obedience to the orders of the Raja from his Bheel 
subjects. It never has hitherto been the custom to take general perpetual 
security for their good behaviour, although, when any individual Bheel was 
ajiprehended on account of the committal of any crime, not sulficicutly heinous 
as to render it exj c'dient that he should forfeit his life, before he was dismissed 
from custody he was oliliged, in addition to taking an oath upon the Raja’s 
(iadee that he would behave peaceably in future, to furnish security that he 
would do so. The number of the securities taken varied in proportion to 
the nature of the offence committed and the character of the Bheel who had to 
furnish them. The securities furnished were Bheels, generally relations of the 
criminal, no other caste having yet ventured to become sceurity for the Raj- 
))cepla Bheels, who reverence the sacred character of a Bhalt or Bramin as 
little as that of any otlier jierson. 

12. Before I proceed to enter upon the second subject of ray letter, it will 
be useful to enumerate a few of the punishments iullictcd upon Bheels by the 
Rajas of this district in ancient times, as well as the princij)al rights and 
privileges anciently granted to this ilfce of people; both of these topics 
bearing reference to the general subject of my letter. 

13. 'fhe punishments inflicted by tlj^c Raja upon offending Bheels were 
various, and for the most part cruel and summary. In case of a whole 
village being in fault, it was generally attacked and burnt to tlie ground, the 
whole of its wretched inmates being without discrimination of sex or age put 
to the sword. 'I’lie punishments inflicted upon those seized who had 
committed treason against the Government, murder, or any very heinous 
crime, .was generally death, although sometimes commuted to fines and 
iraprisonment. The modes in which death was inflicted were various and 
sangiunary, such as by impalement, burning in a slow fire, blowing the 
offender from the mouth of a gun, and beheading with a sword, in which case 
the body was generally exposed u^on a tree. The punishment of depriving 
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criminals of a limb (generally the offending member) was also often inflicted. 
For minor offences, fines, .imprisonment, corporal punishment, and other 
lighter punishments were had recourse to. It is not to be supposed that 
the Government was ever very ceremonious in the selection of the proper 
objects for public example, bpt that wherever the criminal was possessed of 
wealth, with the exception of state crimes, he could generally succeed in 
purchasing his pardon.' In case of suspicion, trial by ordeal was frequently 
had recourse to, the terrors of which very commonly had the effect of causing 
those who were to be subjected to it to confess themselves guilty, in preference 
to undergoing it. • 

14. The ancient rights of the Bheels are few in number, and simple in 
their nature. In several instances Purgunas, the residence of any powerful 
Bheel Chief, have been exempted from the payment of any regular revenue to 
the Government, with a reservation, however, of the power of levying a small 
tax upon each Chapra or Bheel hut, and of amercing any of its inhabitants 
who may have conrinitted any offence. Of this description I have already 
reported the district of Sakhbara to be, which was formerly ceded upon the 
above conditions to the family of the present Kooer Wussawa, besides which 
no less than four other districts have been ceded upon similar conditions to 
different Bheel Wussawas, viz. the district of Coolywara, or Gungather, given 
to the family of the late Jeewa Wussawa; that of Gharuswala, given to a family 
of which Kuleea Vulvee is the present representative ; that of Ratee, given to 
the family,of the present Dermo Wussawa, who is now residing in the Gun- 
gather district, his own being entirely waste; and lastly, that of Wudgaunr, 
belonging to Lalljee Wussawa, who is now residing in the Nansur Purguna, his 
own beingalso waste. The whole of these districts are situated upon the borders 
of Khandesh, the southern boundary of Rajpeepla; and it must be observed, 
that in addition to the conditions abovementioned upon which they are held, 
their possessors owe entire obedience,*and any service which they may be call¬ 
ed upon to perform by the superior State. In other instances, villages have 
been granted to Wussawas, or heads of Bheel villages, upon nearly the same 
terms as I have described above; amongst this class of Bheels is Kyesingjee, 
the father-in-law of Kooer, for it must be observed, that although this Chief at 
the present moment is the wealthiest, if not the most powerful of all the Bheels 
residing in this country, yet he owes his aggrandizement more to his own per¬ 
sonal exertions than to birth, as he is considered much below in hereditary 
rank to many who are now involved in the extreme of poverty and wretched¬ 
ness. A general and universal right enjoyed by every Wussawa of every rank, 
whether high or low, is known by the name of Vuliur, which consists in an 
exemption from paying revenue upon whatever quantity of land he himself 
and those who reside in his house may ^cultivate. This privilege, however. 
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entails upon its possessor the duty of providing with a subsistence any person 
who may be'sent by the Government to his village, either for the purposes of 
collection or any other cause whatever. In villages inhabited by Koonbees, 
this is an expense which falls upon the villages generally, but in the case of 
Bheel villages, from the above cause it falls upoikthe Wussawa alone. There 
is no exception whatever to this rule, Vultur being equally the hereditary right 
of the Bheel who resides in the tower, or the one who resides in the hill dis¬ 
tricts of Rajpeepla. Another general right, which long usage and custom 
has given to every Wussawa, is that of Koontee, or a smalt tax levied 
by them upon merchants who may halt for the night in their villages. 
This is willingly paid by the merchant as the price of protection both from 
personal injury or loss, the Wussawa under whose care he entrusts him¬ 
self and property being understood to be responsible for both. These 
are all the rights, at least the undisputed rights, of the Bheels of Raj¬ 
peepla, that have as yet come to ray knowledge. Kooer Wussawa, however, 
and others, assert their pretensions to different rights from the territories of 
the late Peshwa, as well as those belonging to the Gaekwar Government. 
From all the information, however, now in my possession, I am disposed to 
believe that these, upon investigation, will be found untenable, either from 
their having been recently established or from their having originally belonged 
to the Raja, under whose authority tliey live. A more minute enquiry will, 
however, hereafter decide the question. , 

16. Such are the imperfect details that, with the utmost diligence, I have 
been enabled to obtain, relative to the first point under discussion. The lapse 
of nearly thirty-five years which has occurred since the time of Ryesinajee, 
has rendered it no very easy task to procure information that can implicitly be 
relied upon as correct. This mode of managing his Bheel subjects, imperfect 
as it must be confessed to have been, is the one by which, even in the present 
day, they must be in a great measure ruled. The natural faithlessqess of the 
Bheel character will not warrant, at least for the present, any liope being 
entertained that they will abide by any engagements it may be thought expe¬ 
dient to require them to enter into, unless a sufficient force is at hand ready 
to punish any infraction of them ; as it is the dread of punishment alone which 
will ensure these engagements being duly observed. 

16. In considering the second subject of my letter, it is necessary to divide 
into two separate divisions the Bheels residing in Rajpeepla, viz. first, those 
who reside in its^lower districts, and second, those who inhabit its mountainous 
districts. This division is rendered necessary from the different situation and 
condition of each, rendering a somewhat different mode in the treatment and 
Management of each necessary. 

17. Those^ncluded under the filrst division principally dwell in the three 
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distiictsof Gora, Gorreswer, and Khunthal, which are inhabited by them alone; 
the Purgunas of Ruttunpoor and Jubboogaum are also in a great measure 
peopled by them, and the remaining five lower districts partially so. I have 
already, in my letter to your address dated the 19th ultimo, given a brief 
account of this class, wiiich, precludes the necessity of ray now making any 
further remarks upon them, except that, compared with the second class, they 
are peaceably disposed, pay their just proportion of revenue to the Government, 
and, in short, in their general character correspond in some degree to that of 
the submissive and obedient Ryut. 

18. The treatment bf this class appears to be obvious, viz., as long as they 
conduct themselves properly, and strictly obsiU’ve any engagements which may 
be entered into with them, that all their hereditary rights and privileges shall be 
respected and no oppression exercised towards them, or any undue exactions 
levied from them; but .should they, on the other hand, (and which may occa¬ 
sionally be expected) pursue a difterent line of conduct, and either fail in their 
engagements or disturb the public peace, that they should be visited with a 
fmnishment proportionate to the cause which may render such necessary. The 
Thanas which are stationed in the districts abovementioned will be of sutlicient 
strength to prevent any common internal disturbances occurring within them, 
and, as a measure which promises to tend to the same end, I would suggo,st 
that of taking without delay Sanklee Zainin (literally chain security) from the 
inhabitants of these distri( 5 ,ts. By this arrangement each village is ref|uired to 
furnish as •security for its good conduct the villages situated on its right aiid 
left, and so on throughout the whole I’urguna, altogether forming the com- 
pletest and strongest kind of security which can be obtained. Its appellation 
is metaphorically derived from its similitnde to a chain. In such an arrange¬ 
ment also, the principal Blicel Wnssawa in each Purgima would become security 
for the good behaviour of every village iii the district iu which he reside.s, and 
would be r.equired to give as his securities persons wdio do not reside in the same 
district as he himself docs. Although the demanding this security will consti¬ 
tute an innovation of established custom,yet I am not apjn ehciisive that it will be 
received with jealously or suspicion by them, provided the objects in view are 
carefully and properly explained. The bond to be subscribed to by them would, 
perhaps, in substance be the same as that I have had the honour to forward as 
having been executed* by Kooer Wussawa, making the alterations necessary 
from the difference which exists in their situation and that of the latter. I shall, 
however, await your instructions, prior to adopting any steps towards accom¬ 
plishing the object in view, 

19. ^ The management of the second division into which the Bheels have 
been divided will not, from local causes, combined with tlie more unsettled 

* Vide pages 715 to 71 f of this Selection. 
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habits of those who compose it, be so easy as that of the first class. Although 
it is impossible that the present condition of this Government will admit of its 
keeping up so large a military force as was maintained by Ryesingjee, yet, 
nevertheless, it must chiefly rely upon the strength and vigilance of itsThanas 
to maintain the general tranquillity of the mountainous districts belonging to 
it. It will, therefore, be necessary that a larger force should for the present 
be kept up than will permanently be required, not only with a view of recover¬ 
ing the authority over these districts which has in a great degree been usurped 
by the Blieel Chiefs, but also with that of running no risk of again losing it 
after it has been once regained. Tliis will undoubtedly occasion an expense 
to the Government it cannot well afford, and without any immediate return; but 
it will be eventually fully recompensed by the increase which is likely to take 
place in its resources from the re-inhabiting, and restoration of good authority in 
these now deserted tracts. The principal stations at which it would appear to 
be the most advantageous to place Thanas, are Sakhbara, Rhocha, and the 
Fort of Rajpeepla. I have already alluded to the importance of the first of 
these j)laces, and reported that a strong Thana has been sent there with Kooer 
Wussawa. Independently of keeping an eye over the actions of that Chief, it 
will have to preserve the peace of the district in which he resides, as well as that 
of the Purgunas of Nowagaum, Gajun, Gota, Thowah, Natrug, Wurcoonta, 
Koomdebka, Ghoonevalee, Gungadhur, Rotee, and Wudgaum. The tranquil¬ 
lity of all of these districts is of primary importance as it will affect that of the 
province of Khandesli to which they adjoin. The strength of the'Thana sent 
will, I trust, prove sufficient for the object in view, for although an addition to 
it would be desirable, yet the ability of this State to furnish it must not be 
disregarded. The second station is the district in which Ryesingjee Wussawa 
resides, who will for the present be required to be kept under some restraint. 
This Chief has not yet repaired to my camp, and after a short delay to see 
whether the departure of Kooer will induce him to do so, I must have recourse 
to the expedient of sending Mohsuls upon him, as any longer forbearance 
would not be advisable, from the prejudicial effects his example is likely to 
have upon the minds of others. The strength of this Thana need not exceed 
twenty or twenty-five men, as it could easily be supported in case of necessity 
hy the Thana which will be-stationed in the adjacent districts of Kuttunpoor 
and Jubboogaum. I have in the 9th para, of my letter described the advan¬ 
tages of the last station recommended, and shall only therefore in addition 
reraarki that to it will be entrusted the protection of the Fort, as well as that 
of the Morjuree, Chopree, and Phoolswaree districts, which are situated in its 
Vicinity; its control also extending to the Doomkul Purguna. This arrange- 
■nant will, I believe, embrace the whole of the sixteen hill districts belonging to 
ihe Raja, and on it alone must their tranquillity for the present mainly depend. 

93r 
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20. Many causes suggest themselves why it would not he advisable at the 
present monieut to demand security from the Bheels who compose the second 
division, the cliief of which are the three following:—The inutility of 
such a measure. This arises from the impossibility of obtaining any security 
that could be depended upon, no person of any respectability being willing to 
become responsible for the behaviour of persons so notoriously faithless as the 
Hill Bheels are known to be. It would be impracticable now to obtain the secu¬ 
rity of any person residing out of the hill districts, and such it will continue 
to be until the Raja’s authority has been firmly re-established in them. Until 
this has been effected, criminals will always be able to find a sure refuge 
from punishment in the jungles and fastnesses with which these tracts so 
plentifully abound. The second objection is, that the present condition of 
these Purgunas is opposed to such a measure. Many of them are now 
ehtirely waste, others nearly so, and the whole very thinly inhabited. 
Such being the case, it would appear to be more expedient, should it be 
decided that security is to be taken from them, that the doing so should be 
postponed until these tracts have been in some degree re-peopled, and brought 
into some degree of peace and order. The last objection is, the opinion 
entertained by such experienced persons as I have been able to consult on 
the subject, tliat the measure in question would, if now agitated, create in 
the minds of those to whom it refers, susjricion and apprehension. The 
causing such would, without doubt, be productive of very pernicious effects, 
the chief of which would be the checking and retarding the great object of 
inducing those whom poverty and oppression may have caused to emigrate 
from their country, again to return to it. I am most happy to be able to 
report that the whole of Rajpeepla is daily receiving great accessions to its 
population by tiie return of its former inhabitants, and as in such consists the 
foundation of its future renovation, it would be impolitic to adopt any measure 
which, in all probability, would have the effect of deterring many from 
doing so. 

21. The only exceptions which it would appear advisable to make to the 
above rule, are in the cases of Ryesingjee Wussawa and perhaps the principal 
VVnssawa residing in each Purguna. With tlie former, in the event of my 
suggestion being approved of, I would endeavour to conclude a settlement 
upon somewhat similar principles to that I have lately concluded with his 
son-in law. This would appear to be necessary not only from the influence and 
power possessed by this Chief, but because he has now in his service a nuinber of 
Seebundies, horse and foot, amounting as is reported to upwards of fifty men. 
The dismissal of these appears requisite, not only as being lymecessary to Rye¬ 
singjee himself, but also because his retaining them would hold out a tempta¬ 
tion to Kooer’s returning to his former la^trless mode of life. I have already 
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observed, in my letter reporting the settlement with this Chief, that it is by 
depriving him of the power and means, rather than placing reliance upon his 
promises and engagements, that we can safely hope to be able to prevent his 
resuming his former character of a general disturber of the public peace, and 
Ryesingjee being allowed to retain these troops iiji his service would be contra¬ 
ry to this rule, from the apprehension that in case of need they might be 
placed at the disposal of his son-in-law. 

22. Before I conclude, I must make a few observations upon the subjects 
of the future rights of the Bheels generally, and of the punishments to be 
inflicted upon those who are found guilty of having committed any crime. 
Kcgarding the first, I shall t^ce for granted that no ancient right they may be 
entitled to will be infringed, and, as a measure likely to conciliate and reclaim 
them, I would further venture to suggest their extension. Should such be 
thought expedient, it might be effected by the llaja granting a village upon 
similar condition of service, and paying small quit-rents like those alluded to 
in the 14th para, of this letter, to the principal Bheel VVussawa residing in 
each Purguna. I have not mentioned my proposal to this Government, but 
doubt not that it would be readily acceded to if recommended, because no 
present loss would be sustained by it, and a very small alienation of its future 
resources be made. The beneficial effects these grants would have would 
be great, provided they were made resumable in case of any misconduct of 
those to whom they are given. The power and influence of the favoured Chief 
would be augmented; he would be looked up to by the minor Wussawas; 
and the grant might be considered to be given to him as a kind of equivalent 
for his becoming responsible for the peace of the whole of liis district, and 
the regular payment of the revenue justly due from it. 

23. I had the honour to allude last year to the frequency and enormity of 
crimes at that time prevalent in Rajpeepla, w’hich naturally in a great measure 
referred to its Bheel population. Although the happy effects of the restoration 
of the legitimate authority will greatly tend to their diminution and suppression* 
and have in fact already done so, it will, however, be absolutely necessary 
to make a few examples upon persons who may be detected in having 
committed offences of a very glaring nature, for to spare such would appear to 
be misplaced mercy. Although, as I have above hinted, crimes have become 
proportionally less, and detections more frequent, since the short period during 
which the Raja has been restored to his rights, yet I regret to be obliged to ■ 
report the commission of two murders within this period. The perpetrators 
®f one are suspected to have belonged to the district of Tullukwara, and have 
not yet been discovered ; but the other was quickly apprehended, and is now 

custody. The Government are anxious to make an example of this unfor- 
^^nuate man, the murder having been'committed upon the body of his brother; 
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but wish to receive directions from me previous to dotiig so. As, however, 
there are cases in which interference may not be considered proper, I have 
hitherto told them to act for themselves, in conformity with the ancient custom 
of the country, which it must be observed would equally justify the death of 
the criminal, or his being discharged upon payment of a heavy fine. I shall 
persevere in this line of conduct until I receive instructions to act differently. 
The other offences which have come to my knowledge as having been 
committed, are few in number, and have most frequently been attended with 
detection and suitable punishment. It is true that Ameen Jumadar has preferred 
several complaints against the Bheels of tlie Ruttunpoor district, which may, 
however, be said to have been occasioned rather by his unjustifiable conduct 
in sending Mohsuls upon them and carrying some of them off prisoners, 
than to any systematic habit of plunder; an inference which is support¬ 
ed by the fact of not a single complaint having been made during tlie 
same period by any of the Company’s authorities, and which is one of no 
small importance w'hen the former frequency of such complaints is recol¬ 
lected. 

24. Having made allusion to the above Gaekwar officer, it occurs to me 
to remark, that every endeavour at conciliating and reclaiming the Bheels 
residing in this district will be fruitless, unless the Gaekwar Government 
discountenance such acts as those reported in my letter to you of the 17th 
ultimo, and acts similar to that of putting a poor unoffending Bheel to death, 
as reported in my letter of the 28th ultimo, being committed by its local 
officers. 

25, Having now come to the conclusion of such observations as have 
occurred to me upon the important topic of my letter, I have the honour to 
solicit your early instructions upon the different points which may appear to 
you to require them. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

Camp Nandod, ^th.February 1822. 


Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant to the Resident, Baroda. 

Dated the 19t/t February 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
8th instant, reporting upon the importaat subject of the management of the 
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Bheel population in Rujpeepla. From this despatch it will be seen that even 
during the golden age of Rajpeepla, in the reign of Ryesingjee in I7G3, no 
better plan than the occupation of posts in the Hill Purguiias by Thanas of 
various strength was ever adopted, and no other means were had recourse to of 
conciliating this class of people, or of inducing them to abstain from plunder¬ 
ing, than the severity with which offenders against the public peace were 
chastised ; and their punishments appear to have been of the most sanguinary 
nature. For the present I conclude that part of this system must be pursued, 
viz. the maintaining of Thanas in the Hill Purgunas. 

2. The arrangement concluded with Kooer VVusstwva, the Bheel Chieftaip 

of Sakhbara, is admirably calculated to induce that Bheel Chief to become a 
useful auxiliary in the grand plan of introducing settled habits among the wild 
classes inhabiting the hills. His example will do much; and the allowance 
which has been granted to him for the maintenance of a few men in the service 
of the Raja, must make it an object with him not only to remain peaceful him¬ 
self, but to keep others so. Any acts of grace on the part of the Ilaju towards 
these Wussawas, such as granting them waste lands, will be attended with the 
best effects, and the preserving to them entire all their ancient privileges and 
rights and not permitting the Government to trench upon them, as they wilt 
always be sufficiently well inclined to do, must in the .course of time operate 
beneficially on the minds of these uncivilized people ; and, when they feel that 
they suffer no oppression or hardship, then they may be expected to remain 
quiet and satisfied with the new order of things. , 

3. I can see no objection to the Wussawa retaining the privilege of Vultur, 
as explained by you, and the mode in which revenue is realized from ’ their 
Purgunas by a tax or Veera upon each hut should be adhered to. Respecting 
the Koontee, or duties levied by them on merchants, should it tend towards 
discouraging the transit of commerce, it might perhaps be commuted for a 
money payment from the Government, the Raja’s officers collecting this duty. 

I am induced to believe, from the reasons assigned in your despatch, that it 
would be inexpedient at the present time to attempt taking security from 
those mountaineers. 

4. With respect to the Bheels who are described by you as assimilating 
more to the character of Ryuts, the same apprehension of their committing 
excesses does not exist; the measure, however, of taking Sanklee Zaniin, I 
would certainly recommend being adopted. Although it be an innovation, 
I have reason to believe that no ill consequences would result from its intro¬ 
duction, of which, from your familiar local acquaintance, you must be the best 
qualified to form a correct judgment. The measure likewise of the principal 
Wussawa becoming security for each village within his limits, he also furnish¬ 
ing counter security for his own good conduct of persons residing in other 
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districts, is also calculated to connect the links of the chain; and bonds, as 
recommended by you, might be taken from the Wussawas. These should be 
simple in their nature and consisting of few articles. 

5. Ryesingjee, the lowland Bheel Chief, appears to be one of the richest 
in the country, and it may be politic to conciliate him by showing him some 
marks of attention and favour from the Government, such as granting him one 
of the waste villages in Inam or Jaidad, or a small allowance, at the same time 
causing him to dismiss his Seebundy. 

6. With respect to the administration of criminal justice, that power must 
he left unimpaired in tha hands of the Native Government, who should try all 
causes and punish all offences according to the Moolk Seerishta ; and I would 
only recommend your interfering when any gross act of injustice was meditat¬ 
ed by the Government, or any of their proceedings calculated to excite dis¬ 
content in the population. You can, however, and it is essential for the national 
character, recommend strongly that no sanguinary or cruel punishment be 
inflicted as described in your despatch ; and should it be, as in other Rajpoot 
communities, the custom, in cases of murder, for the relatives to accept the 
price of blood, I would suggest your not offering any opposition to this com¬ 
position, as an interference of this kind is likely to give offence to both the 
governing party and the governed. The rude people among whom you are, 
cannot be fitted to comprehend our system of enlightened government, and 
they are managed through their own customs and institutes, which, however 
repugnant they may appear in our eyes, to common sense, or justice, yet will 
be found better adapted for the wild people among whom they exist. I take 
this opportunity of referring you to the instructions given by Major General Sir 
J. Malcolm, G.C.B., to his Assistant in Malwa, as applicable to the state of 
affairs in Rajpeepla, and to the nature of your duties incident^ to our connection 
with that petty State. From the 26th to the end of the 33rd paragraphs are 
peculiarly worthy of your observation, as also the remark in the 35lh para, of 
the instructions above quoted. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 19tA February 1822. 


From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Baroda. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
17th of last month, forwarding the copy of one from Mr. Willoughby, of the 
8th February, on the subject of the past and future management of the Bheel 
population of the Rajpeepla Principality. » 
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Your instructions to Mr. Willoughby have very judiciously prescribed the 
line of policy to be pursued towards the Bheels of Rajpeepla, and are similar 
to those adopted in Khandesh, with the difference that the allowance to (he 
Bheel Chiefs was in money instead of land, a method apparently less suited to 
the means of the Rajpeepla State. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Wa RDEN, Chief Secretary. 
liombay Castle, ls< April 1822. 


Political Dei'artment. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bomb'ay. 

Dated dlh March 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to hand up, for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, copy of a despatch from Mr. Willoughby, dated the 
25th ultimo, reporting his having succeeded in concluding a settlement with the 
Bheel Chief Ryesingjee, which appears to me to be as satisfactory as the one 
lately concluded with his son-in-law, Kooer Wussawa. 

2. The only difference in these two settlements is pointed out in the 3rd 
and 4th paragraphs of Mr. Willoughby’s letter, and the reasons assigned for 
such being in his judgment expedient and satisfactory. 'I'lie nature of the 
security furnished by this Chief is alluded to in the following paragiaqdi, and 
appears to be unexceptionable. 

3. I fully concur in the reasoning contained in the Gth paragraph of my 
Assistant’s letter, and his refusing llyesingjee’s request relative to the perpe¬ 
tual farm of the Roodha Purguna being granted, was, in my oiiinion, politic 
and expedient. 

4. The three concluding paragraphs of Mr. Willoughby’s letter contain a 
sketch of the character, situation, and circumstances of this Bheel Chief, which 
is not very favourable; but the fact related in the letter to Captain Briggs, 
relative to my Assistant having recovered, through his information, two horses 
supposed to haye been stolen, and which I have since been informed belonged 
to the Poona Auxiliary Horse, and were stolen by two persons who escaped 
from the gaol at Dhoolia, itself proves the improbability of Rajpeepla being, 
as hitherto, a sure refuge for plunderers, and shows that the Raja has already 
established his authority in his highland districts. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Daroda Residency, Qth March 1822. 
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From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Acting Resident, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 25th February 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated tlie 
15th instant, referring to the I8lh and 21st* paragraphs of my letter to your 
address dated the 8th preceding, and authorising me to enter into the arrange¬ 
ment therein proposed, with the Bheel Chieftain Ryesingjee and those 
composing the second division into which 1 have divided the Bheel population 
ofRajpeepla. * 

2. The former Chieftain, I am happy to say, has at length been prevailed 
upon to repair to my camp, and 1 now forwardf the Fuel Zamin bond he has 
entered into, which is e.xactly similar to that I lately concluded with his son- 
in-luvv Kooer, except in the 2nd and 9th Articles. 

3. The difference in the 2nd Article merely arises from the former 
Chieftain having been guaranteed in the possession of a whole district, and 
the latter in only that of three villages in the Roodha Purguna, viz. those 
of Warree, Nansoor, and Peemgote. IIis right to the two former was 
undisputed; but his right to the latter is not perhaps strictly tenable, having 
merely been granted to him a very few years since by Narsing, when the 
latter was fighting for his rights. As, however, I consider it to be a very 
grand object to conciliate and bring over this powerful and wealthy Chief to 
the newly established Government, I thought Government would be likely 
to approve of my recommending that he should be confirmed in the possession 
of this village also, as a measure likely to contribute to the above object being 
gradually effected. I have accordingly done so, and the suggestion has been 
acquiesced in by the Native Government, which is fully sensible of the advan¬ 
tages it is likely to derive from extending to the Bheels generally such conci¬ 
liatory measures, and in fact* to make it worthy o^heir consideration to 
relinquish their usual predatory habits upon the grounds of personal interest 
alone. The measure also appeared to be further expedient, as its adoption 
precluded the necessity of the Rajpeepla Government incurring any expense 
similar to that incurred on account of Kooer, by settling any provision upon 
Ryesingjee in consideration of personal service. 

4. The difference in the 9th or concluding Article of Ryesingjee’s settle¬ 
ment consists in my having, for the present, consented at his earnest entreaty 
to permit him to retain in his service eight of the Seebundy now in his employ, 

* Vide pages 728 to 730 of this Selection. 

t This being similar in effect to the settlement concluded by Mr. Willoughby with Kooer 
Wussawa, (vide pages 715 to 717 of this Selection^ no copy of this Fuel Zamin bond was for¬ 
warded to Government by Mr. Williams. 
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upon condition of his immediately dismissing all above that number, which 
amount to upwards of forty men. Although I could liave vvi,«hed to have dis¬ 
pensed with this reservation, yet his entreaties were so urgent, (liat I thougiit 
it piudent to yield to them (sniiject lunvever to the subse(|uent sanction of 
Government), and tonsideting that a point of no small impijrtanec was gained 
in his consenting to dismiss all hut the small nmuher in question, to which ho 
was certainly very much averse, as diminishing his inlluence and power. 

5. 1 he seem ify that llyesingjoe has fmnislu'd is, 1 am happy to sav, most 
satisfactory and niioxcepiionalile. It was his wish mendy to fmnisli the secu¬ 
rity of persons of his own caste, to which however I would not accede, and he 
has consequently rmiiishcd as Ids principal security Ahdoolla Ihdoochce, a 
Sindian Jumadar, who has already hcen broiigdit to your uoiiee as !iavin*r 
become one of the st'cnritiiis for the due performance of the engagement 
the Karl;aree of this Government has entered into with the li'aja. The 
remaining security, and the two comitor securities, are Hheel Wussawas, 
who, altiiough they jointly add to the value of the whoh! engagement, 
are not worthy, separately, of mueli confl(h'nee being reposed in tliein. 

I feel, however, eonsideiahle reliance in the beneficial efl'ecls likely to 
arise from the engaLtement, wldeb is not a lit lie inci csised from my know’- 
ledge that Abdoolla Jumadar, fully aware of the responsiliilily lu; bas taken 
upon himself, has rcdieviul himself from a part of it hy privately takio'j; the 
counter security of several otlier Hheel t.'hiefs residing in the lowland disliicts 
of this country, bis doing which 1 thought it my duty strongly to advise 
and recommend. 

6. I think it right here to mention a rcrpiest made to me on the 
part of Ryesingjee, which I did not tidnk it expedient or proper to 
aeeeife to, viz. that [ would insert, ia the engagomeiit I have remarked upon, 
a clause granting him the [lerpetual farm of the district of Itoodlia, in 
which lie resides. IVl^ refusal was not only grounded npoii the idea that 
consenting to it would not have been an act of jiisiiee to the Native 
Government, but because I doubted, even bad such an olij' ction not existed, 
whether it would have been politic or expedient; for althoiigli I eonelude the 
expediency of avoiding any interference with rinhls and privileges at present 
enjoyed hy the.Bheels of Knjpeepla will he considered advisable, yet I sliould 
humbly conceive a different conclusion would be drawn as to tlie policy 
entrusting to any particular Chief (who may already possess moie than his 
share) any increased degree of power and influence. Ryesingjee may cer¬ 
tainly be considered as a Chief of this class, and j)ossessir%, as he does, the 
■ authority and power which follow the possession of riches, tlie acceding to the 
request I have mentioned appeared unadvisable, and calculated to increase both. 
As, however, it appeared to occasion considerable discontent in his mind, to 

_ 94r 
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avoid falling'into the opposite extreme, I privately suggested that he should 
have the farm of the district given to him for the present year, leaving it at 
the choice of tl)e Native Government to continue it or not in future years, as 
it might deem to be most expedient. This has been done, Ryesingjee having 
willingly agreed to farm it for the stun of Rs. 500, and in addition to pay to 
the Raja, on his accession to the sovereignty of Rajpeepla, the sum of Us. 400 
as a Nuzerana. He has already returned to his own district, and, I have 
every reason to believe, contented and satisfied; and his consent has been 
obtained to the precautionary measure being adopted of stationing a Thana 
of twenty Foot Seebundy to preserve the peace of Roodha and its neighbouring 
districts. 

7. The character of Ryesingjee has already incidentally been adverted 
to; differing perhaps in no material degree from the general traits of the 
Bheel character, except perhaps that his individual disposition is more marked 
by the cunning and craftiness all his caste possess, being evinced in a more 
timorous and deceitful manner than is generally the case. I am induced to 
make this remark from his submissive demeanour, and the whining cant he 
displayed during his conference with me, which particularly struck me. Ilis real 
character was not perhaps badly conveyed in the reply I received from one 
whom I interrogated on the subject, “ that he had sweet water in his mouth, but 
black blood in his heart.” He is now between forty and fifty years of age, 
and entrusts the principal charge of the management of his affairs to the son of 
the Parsee ajluded to in my correspondence last year with Mr. Norris upon the 
subject of the Rajpeepla Bheels as being at that time his Karbaree, the latter 
having died a few months since. He informed me that he had not had an 
interview with his son-in-law Kooer since the conclusion of the settlement with 
the latter, but added that he had heard from him stating he was much pleased 
with the terms granted him, and the generosity shown to him by the British 
Government. I did not fail to take the opportunity fhus.aflTorded of explaining 
to him what kindness for this once had generously been extended to his relation, 
but that no longer forbearance would be exercised towards him in case he swerved 
from his late engagements, in which event he and those who united with him 
would be hunted down, and treated as disturbers of the public peace. This 
Ryesingjee appeared to be convinced of, and promised to me his inffuence to 
prevent the necessity of such a measure being resorted to. 

8. I have already mentioned that Ryesingjee is considered to be very 
wealthy, the foundation of which was acquired in Sumvut 1865, or a. d. 1809, 
in which year heiis said to have obtained property of upwards of a lakh of 
rupees value. This was occasioned by the memorable disturbance raised in 
the above year by the Bhora caste in the territories of the Raja of Mandvee, 
for a number of that caste, after the disturbance bad been quelled by the mean* 
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of a British force, sought an asylum at the village of Warree, belonging to this 
Chief, and only obtained it on condition of giving to him a large portion of the 
plundered property they had brought with them. Soon after a demand was 
made to Ryesingjee that these fugitives should be delivered up to justice, with 
which he ungenerously complied, making (with tlic characteristic craftiness of 
his caste) a stipulation that no claim should at any future period be made 
for any part# of the plundered goods. This was readily consented to, the 
fugitives were given up, and the Chief left sole and undisputed possessor of 
the whole property the former had brought with tliera. This account is only 
given from hearsay, but the fact of Kishendas Buksh(;e, a former Karbaree to 
this State, having demanded and obtained a Nuzerana of 20,000 rupees on 
this pretence is, I think, of itself sufficient to prove its truth. Kyesingjee’s 
present wealth is very considerable, as during the (ilaekwar’s rule the revenue 
he paid was very small in comparison with the resources of his district. This 
was also visible from the dress and ornaments of himself and followers, and is 
also proved by his being able to support nine wives, by whom he has issue 
seven sons and eleven daughters, the eldest of the former of whom is Overeed 
Ryesingjee, a young man of about twenty-five years of ago. 

9. In conclusion, and as evincing more favourable grounds of hope thaa 
the above detail can possibly afford, of the future good conduct of this Chief¬ 
tain, I have addressed a letter to the Political Agent,in Khandesh, reporting 
niy having recovered through Ryesingjee two horses, I have every reason 
to believe are stolen property; and I must add I am not without hope that 
I may succeed in apprehending the robbers, for which measures arc now in 
progress which appear to me to be best calculated for attaining this desirable 
object. 

I liavc, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 

Camp Bhalode, Q5th February 1822. 


Political Dhpartment. 

From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Barocla. 

Bated 19/7* March 1822. 

Sir, — 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
9th of this month, forwarding one from Mr. Willougl)l)y of the 25tli ultimo, 
reporting his having concluded a settlement with the Chie^Ryesingjee. 

2. The Honorable the Governor iu Council entirely approves of the 
measures adopted by Mr. Willoughby as reported in his despatch. 

3. I am directed to observe, o* this occasion, that tlie Governor in Council. 
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hns derived ^reat satisfaction from the system of conciliation adopted by that 
gentleman towards the Bheels of Rajpeejda. 

I have, Sec. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, \dth March 1822. 

From J. WiLT.TAvs, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated iOtA March 1822. 

Sir, — 1 have the hononr to hand ii]), for (he infm-mation of the Honorable 
Board, copy of a letter from my Assistant, dated the 28tli ultimo, in reply to 
one I had addressed to him the 19lU* preceding, copy of which has already 
been forvvaided to you. 

2. From this it ajipears, that in the short period which intervened betw'een 
those dates, that gentleman succeeded in accomplishing the grand oliject of 
taking Sanklee Zamin from 78 of the villages, inhabited by Bheels of the 
second of the two divisions into which he has divided the Blu-el jropulatioii of 
Rajpeepla in his letter of the Hth uliimo.-f- 

3. The suggestion made to the Native Government by Mr. Willoughby, 
and alluded to in the 6th para, of his letter, appears calculated to restore 
confidence to the Bheels residing in the highland districts of Rajpeepla. 

4. In the 7th para, of my Assistant’s letter a desciiption is given of the 
ancient mode of realising revenue from the Bheels of Rajpeepla, which will 
be pursued in future. 

5. The Native Government of Rajpeepla appears sensible of the advantages 
it is likely to deiive from confirming the ancient rights and piivilegesof its 
Bheel subjects, and even to extend them, in the manner suggested by my 
Assistant in the 22nd fiara. of his letter to my address dated the Hth ultimo.J 

6. For the reasons assigned in the 9th para, of Mr. Willoughby’s letter, 
the measure of commuting the Koontee right enjoyed by the Rajpeepla Bheels 
to a ready money payment, does not appear at the present moment practical)le. 

7. In the 10th para, of my Assistant’s letter he alludes to a former despatch 
to my addi ess, in reference to the information it contained of his having taken 
Fuel Zamin security from such villages under the authority of the Rajpeej)la 
State as are inhabited by the industrial castes. 

8. These are 126 in number, and the stipulation these villages have sub¬ 
scribed to appears calculated to ensuie the prevention of crime, the detection 
of such when committed, and to preserve the general peace of the country. 

* Vide page 732 of this Selection. 

t Vide page 16 of the letter referred to, at page 727 of this Selection. 

J Vide page 731. 
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9. The three concluding paras, of my Assistant’s letter refer to the 
character and situation of the Meliwasee wlio was last year brought to the 
notice of Government, by name Bajee Daimen, residing in Tullukwara, 
belonging to the Gaekwar Government. 

10. The measure Mr. Willoughby had u j,, contemplation to adopt, of 
paying off’ the whole of this person’s claims by borrowing their amount I'rom 
a Souear, appe,arsa good one, but could not be efr. ctc(l 4 it the present moment, 
in consequence of no one being found willing to engage in a transaction wliich 
promised such remote advantages, and which may also be considered as proof, 
if such were wanting, of the distressed stale of the Jlajpeepla State. The 
only resource left was to direct that the villages upon whiih these dues have 
been established should pay them for the current year, but as soon as any 
one can be found willing to enter into the above airangement, it would apjiear 
desirable that it should be a(lo|>ted. 

11. It would be premature to enter into any observation upon measures 
it will hereafter be considered necessary to adopt to restrain the depredaliona 
of Bajee Daimen and the other Mehwasees residing in his vicinitv, and I shall 
delay doing so until I have been furnished with the inrormation alluded to in 
the concluding para, of Mr. Willoughby’s letter, merely remarking I have no 
doubt the caution and prudence which mark his proceedings will be approved 
of, as the ill effects which would liave arisen from any failure in attempting a 
settlement are too obvious to need remark. 

I have tbe honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, IJesident. 

Baroda Residency, \0lk March 1822. 


From J. P, WiLLOUcnny, Esq., A.ssistant Besident, 

To J. Williams, Hsq., Besident at Baroda. 

_I have the honour to acknowledge tbe receipt of your letter dated the 

)9th instant, replying to my letter of the 8th preceding, upon the sul-ject of 
the Bhecis r'‘siding ill Bajpeepla, and furnishing me with instiuctions upon tlie 
dift’erent |)oints to wdiich it referred. 

2. My letter of the 25tli instant* will have already appri.sed you of my 
havinu- succeeded in concluding a settlement with Ryesingjee Wussawa, and 
I have oidy therefore now to exprcs.s a hope it will beapjiroved ot, and that in 
it I have shown him such consideration as his wealth and jiowei, liis circum* 
stances and character, rendered expedient, 

3. I have now the honour to report my having taken Sanklee Zamin from 
the whole of the Bheel villages of the ten lowland districts of Rajpeepla, with 

* Vide page 73(fof thii Selection. 



742 


the exception of a few Domala villages, and several others at present in the 
possession of Bajee Dairaen, residing in the Tullukwara Purguna, which will 
be taken as soon as possible. It would appear advisable that the original 
bonds should be deposited with the Native Government, and copies of them 
in the Residency records, as in case of future complaints being preferred 
against any of the parties concerned by the British authorities, the same will be 
useful to refer to, and«save the necessity of repeated references being made 
regarding them between Baroda and Rajpeepla. 

4. As, however, it will take a considerable time to transcribe copies of the 
whole of these deeds, amounting to 78 in number, I merely now enclose a 
copy* of one of them, from which it will be observed they consist each of ten 
Articles, containing nearly the same stipulations as those I have already 
remarked upon in my letter forwarding the settlement lately concluded with 
the Bhecl Chiefs Ryesingjee and Kooer; having however a retrospective effect, 
which the latter have not, which modification appeared necessary under the 
probable event of complaints and claims being advanced against some of them 
on account of their past acts. 

5. The whole of these engagements were subscribed to in my presence, and 
I did not fail of taking the opportunity of explaining, as clearly as I was able, 
the nature of the transaction to the parties concerned, of holding out assurances 
and promises of the Native Government performing its part, but of inevitable 
punishment awaiting those who, in any degree, infringed the stipulations 
entered int 9 . It would be unreasonal)le to expect that such will not occasion¬ 
ally occur, but sanguine hope may be entertained that these will gradually 
become rare of occurrence, and that the whole arrangement is calculated to 
contribute, with other measures, to the desirable objects of reclaiming the 
Bbeels generally, to the prevention of future disturbances and crimes, and to 
preserving the peace of the whole of Rajpeepla and such other districts as are 
affected by it. 

6. The whole military force now kept up by this State has been distributed 
in Tbanns varying in strenutb according to the importance of the post assigned 
to each, throughout the districts subject to its authority, in such a manner as 
appeared best calculated to ensure the preservation of the peace of the whole, 
and a communication being kept up with one another. It is to this arrangement 
alone that, at the present moment, it must trust lo its maintaining a proper 
degree of authority over the Bheels residing in its highland districts, 
and a very considerable proportion of its whole force has consequently been 
stationed in them, to enable it to maintain such. The grand work of 
repeopling these ilistricts has, I am happy to say, commenced generally, and, as 

• Being similar to the engagement concluded with Kooer Wussawa, given at page 715 of 
this Selection, no copy of this bond was forwarded Vo Government by the Resident. 
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likely to promote it, I have suggested to the Native Government the advantage 
it is likely to derive from deputing Abdoolla Jumadar, who is personally known 
to the principal Bheel Chiefs residing in these districts, for the purpose of 
extending the assurances I have given, to all with whom I have had any inter¬ 
course, of future protection to the well-di3po.sed, and of punishment to the ill- 
disposed, and of encouraging all to commence cultivating the soil, under a 
faithfid promise that the Government will oidy demand such a share of its 
produce as is its ancient and undisputed riglit to enjoy. This suggestion has 
been concurred in, and that person will shortly proceed on these duties, added 
to that of finally fixing upon the most convenient stations at which the Thanas 
are in future to he posted. 

7. As frotn the Srd parairrapli of your letter now under replv, T nni led to 
believe my former letter has induced you to conclude that the general inoile 
anciently adopted by this Government of realizing revenue from the Bhccis 
was by levying a tax from each hut, I take this opportunity of stating that my 
observations upon this point only relierred to such of them as were situated as 
I have described the families of the ftresent Chiefs Kooer and Chamar to be, 
viz. the district in which they reside having been granted to them as a fief, 
upon condition of paying this tax, and performing peisonal service to the 
Kaja. The general mode of collecting revemio from its other Bheel districts 
is in proportion to the number of bullocks each Bheel village is posscssc'd of, 
upon each pair of which a sum of money is levied : lliis is noticed in the 2'2nd 
para, of my letter to your address dated the 19th ultimo. This simi vaiics in 
amount in different districts, and its Inghest amount, that I am in/'orined was 
anciently levied, was sixteen rupees per each paii-, half of whicli is |)aid in 
money and the other half in kind, by giving the Government a certain quantity 
of Dangur. The Purgunas of Roodha, Natrniig, and Wnrcoonta are assessed 
in this manner. The lowest amount is eight rn))ees ii|)on the jiair paid as 
above, and according to this rate eight of the highland districts are assessed. 

I have only given the maximum and minimum rates, but there are intermediate 
rates above and below them in other districts, of ten, twelve, and fourteen 
rupees, which were originally fixed with reference to the superior advantages 
each district possessed, or was siqrposed to possess over the other. 1 hat part 
of the revenue paid in kind was always paid in Dangur, and not in the parti¬ 
cular grain the Bheel might choose to grow, eighteen inuunds Ijcing paid frotn 
districts paying sixteen rupees for each pair of bullocks, and so on in propor¬ 
tion, according to the amount of the different other rates. This is the general 
mode adopted, hut in cases where the Bheel is not possessed of a bullock, a 
tax of two rupees and a half is levied upon his Kowaree or hatchet, and his 
Kodalee or pickaxe, and one-half of that amount upon his Daturdee or ihstru- 
ment for cutting grass. These petty taxes do not vary in amount, but are 
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paid in a similar manner as that levied upon each pair of bullocks, or half in 
Bpccie and half in kind, and were originally imposed as the Government share 
of the profits tlie Bheels derive from the possession of those implements of 
Bheel amicullure. 

8. It is the intention of the Na'tive Government to observe the above 
mode of realizing its revenue, sanctioned as it is by the ancient usage of the 
country. It is also fully aware of the policy of infiinging none of the just 
rights anciently enjoyed by its Bheel subjects, and consecpiently still to al ow 
them their VVuttun and Koontee rights. It also has it in contemplation 
to make an arrangement of the kind alluded to in tny letter to your address 
of the 8th instant, of giving a village of small value to the principal Wussawa 
in each of the Bheel districts u|)on the terms I have therein mentioned. 
iS'arsing was much struck with the benefits likely to aiise from showing this 
mark of favour to them, and said, as far as he was conccriierl, it met vvilli his 
concurrence, not only on grounds of expediency, but also on that of the good 
name it would give to bis son’s government, evincing as it would that he was 
not umnindful or ungrateful for the services be bimsell bad derived from the 
Bheels when a Bhai wuteea, fighting for his hereditary rights. 

9. With reference to the 3id para, of your letter, although the proposed 
measure of commuting the right of Koontee enjoyed hy the Bheels, for a 
ready money payment from the Government, would appear likely to relieve 
the commercial community from a chance of undue exactions being levied 
from it, yet with all due submission I do not think it can be elfected. 1 have 
already stated the nature of this levy, from which it will have been observed 
that it is undefined in its amount, and not levied at any particular place; but 
that it is a small tax willingly paid by the merchant, to the Wussawa of any 
Bheel village under whose protection the former may choose to entrust 
himself for a night. In the case of any Wussawa being asked what is the 
amount of bis rii;bt, be would reply be knew not, as it entirely depended upon 
the flonrishing or de|)rcssed state of commerce, to wliicli may be added his 
personal character as to honesty and good faith. Ius|ieaking to the Native 
Government upon the feasibility of the jtioposed measure, it delivered the same 
o|>iuion, observing upon the almost entire im|)raclicability of in the first instance 
dividing thi.s right, small and trifling as it is, amongst so many persons who 
would be claimants for a share of it; or, in the second place, of its ability to 
collect the levy without incurring a very considerable expense above its 
amount. Under these considerations, I am induced to delay taking any further 
steps upon the subject, until I am favoured with your repl/ to these obser¬ 
vations. 

10. I have already, in my letter to your address dated the IQth'^ of January 

• Vide the close of para. 6 of that letter,'at page 534 of this Selection. 
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last, alluded to my having taken Bhatt Fuel Zamin security from such 
villages belonging to the Rajpeepla State as are inhabited by the peaceable and 
industrious castes. For the reason alluded to in the 4th para, of my letter, 
I am only now able to hand up a draft of this document, the substance of 
which is, that each village engages to rdfrain from the committal of offences, 
or to give a satisfactory answer to the Government in case any are committed ; 
that it will not connect itself with any robbers or disorderly persons; that it 

will not quarrel with any one; that it will not un justly take possession of any 
land ; and in case any robbers are traced within its boundaries, that it 
will either trace them into those of another, or restore the plundered property 
or its value. These deeds amount to 120 in number, the originals of which 
are in the possession of the Native Government, and co|)ics will he hereafter 
forwarded for the purpose of being deposited in the Residency records, to reder 
to in case of necessity. 

11. I take this opportunity of referring to the 31st para.* of your letter of 
the 28th of October last, relating to Bajee Daimen. This jicrson jiaid atten¬ 
tion to a request I sent him to repair to my camj), aiul u[)ou investigation I 
found his rights upon this State had been established during the lute troubled 
time.s, by bis advancing money to many of the villagers to satisfy the demands 
of the Government, with whom he agreed to receive, under the demomination 
of Geeras, twenty-five rupees per cent, annually until the principal was rcpairl, 
in order to avoid the law irrofcssed by his faith never to enter into usuiioiis 
contracts. 

12. The plan which suggested itself to me as being the most expedient, 
and one which I think I could have carried into execution, was fur the vil¬ 
lages to take up a sum of money at a moderate rate of interest from a Soucar, 
equal in amount to the money advanced to it by Bajee Daimen, and the latter 
upon its receipt to give a release in full of all demands. In this, however, 1 
have for the present failed, as I could find no one willing to engage in such a 
transaction, which only promised remote advantage's, as the villages would not 
for several years be able to repay the money advanced. 

13. I shall hereafter report more at length upon the subject of this person s 
claims, which, for the present year, must he paid as heretofore by the villtiges. 
It will, however, be absolutely nece.ssary for the peace and sccurify of Raj¬ 
peepla, tliat an efficient check should he placed upon him am! the oilier Meh- 
wasees residing in Tullukwara, who are an annoyance not only to this, I)ut 
particularly to the districts belonging to the Gaekwar Government. Although 
convinced as I am of the necessity of security being taken from all, I have not 
attempted to demand such, not only because they reside in a district now 
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* Vide page 792 of this Selection. 
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belonging to the Gaekwar Government, but because I could only have resorted 
to conciliatory measures to have effected it, as I do not consider the Detachment 
with me (in case the above had failed, and it was necessary to have had recourse 
to force) of sufficient strength to warrant full confidence of its operations being 
successful ; the example given only ‘last year, of a very large Gaekwar force 
being foiled in an attempt to punish them, proving them to be possessed of 
power to resist an hostile attack, to the success of which the nature of the 
district they inhabit, consistins principally of hills, jungles, and nullas, would 
greatly tend. Motives of prudence, therefore, made me rather prefer leaving 
the Native Government,to protect Rajpeepla from their depredations for the 
present year, than to run the risk of meeting with a non-compliance to 
demands which it was not probable I could have enforced. I am endeavouring 
to become acquainted with tlie actual state of the parties concerned, and shall, 
as soon as I am able, report tlie result for your information and that of 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. WinnouGHny, Assistant Resident. 

Camp Nandod, 2Sth Fehruary 1822. 


From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Baroda. 

. Dated 22nd March 1822. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
10th instant, forwarding one from Mr. WilIoughl)y of the 28th ultimo, reporting 
his having taken Sanklee Zamin from the whole of the Bheel villages of the 
lowland districts of Rajpeepla. 

The Honorable the Governor in Council entirely approves of the measures 
adopted by Mr. Willoughby, as reported in his despatch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 22nd March 1822. 


Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 16t/t January 1824. 

Sib, —I have the honour to enclose copy of a letter from Mr. Willoughby, 
reporting the conclusion of an agreement with Wussawa Kooer Jeewa, and 
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Kalea Chamar, of the district of Kooleewara, consisting of four Articles, the 
nature and extent of wliich are shortly described in his letter. One great 
object is obtained by the conditions, in the opening of the road via Sakhbara 
into Khandesh. 

2. I shall take an early opportunity "of again urging upon the attention of 
His Highness the Gaekwar the measure of commuting the protection fees, 
levied by the Soonghur authorities, for a money payivent. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

JBaroda Residency, \Qth January 1824. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant Resident on Deputation, 
To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Rated bill January 1824. 

SiH,—With reference to the 8th paragraph of your letter dated the 3rd of 
November last, I have the honour to rej)ort the arrival, at Nandod, of a brother 
and of a son of the late Chamar Wussawa, and that they have concluded a 
settlement with the Rajpeopla Government, which, with its translation, is 
herewith transmitted. 

2. This engagement consists of four Articles only, containing the following 
stipulations:— 

The 1st ensures the ohediencie and riglits aiudentiy due to tlie Raja from the 
family, and the stationing a smail Thana in tlicir district. 

The 2nd stipulates that the family shall rot harbour any oflenders, or com¬ 
mit any disturbances themselves. 

The 3rd secures the eventual opening of the new channel of communication 
I have proposed, between Khandesh and Guzerat, rhi Sakhbara, by j)roviding 
against any molestation on the part of the family to merchants fixuprenting it, 
safety to them in their passage tlirough their limits, and prohibiting them from 
levying more than their ancient rights. 

The 4th and last provides against any interference on the part of the family 
with the established rights of Kooer, or any other Bheel or Mchuasee Chief; 
but in case of any dispute arising between them and any other Chief, the same 
to be submitted for the arbitration and decision of the superior Government. 

3. From the above summary it will be observed I have purposely made 
this settlement as concise and as simple as possible, for from the connection 
of the family with the British Government, it appeared to me to be unnecessary 
it should be as strict and detailftd as those formerly concluded with the Bheel 
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Chiefs Kooer and Ryesing*. I kept also in view the avoiding all interference 
with the engagements the family have entered into with the British Government, 
which cannot possibly be affected, no allusion even being made to them. 

4. The engagement is of course subject to the final ratification of Govern¬ 
ment, although it has been duly signed by tlie parties concerned, who w'ere anxious 
to return home without delay.' Their district is offered as the guarantee for 
its performance. Tlic fiwiily have, on the other hand, received from this 
Government the usual Ciiap, or sealed paper, guaranteeing to them the 
peaceable enjoyment of their present possessions and rights. 

5. I shall hereafter ,.have the honour more particularly to report the 
advantages expected to be eventually derived by the Raja in particular, and 
the public in general, by the opening of the road alluded to in the 3rd Article 
of the agreement., which has been shut up for the last fifty years, in con¬ 
sequence of the late unsettled state of Rajpeepla. 

6. In conclusion, I take the opportunity of reporting that this family, as 
well as that of Kooer Wussawa, have both renewed their solicitations for 
the restoration of the Ghoonvvalee Koontee, or protection fees at present 
collected by the Gaekwar authorities of Soonghur. It will be in your recol¬ 
lection that the Governor in Council, in Mr. Secretary Parish’s letter dated 
the 18th of December 18'22, recommended that this claim should be com¬ 
muted for a money payment by the Gaekwar Government, in the wisdom and 
policy of which, it is to be hopqd, the latter wilt finally acquiesce. The parti¬ 
culars of this claim were re])oi'ted upon in my letter d'uted the 10th of October 
of the same year. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. P. Willoughby, First Assistant Resident, 

Camp Nauducl, 5th January 1824. ”” Deputation. 


Translation of an Ayrcement entered intohy Wussawa Kooer Jeewa, and Kulea 
Chamnr of the district of Kooleewara, on their own part and that of their 
brethren, tcilh Maharana Verisal, Raja of Rajpeepla, dated the Zrd of 
Puns Sood, Sumvut 1880, or the Ath January 1824. 

We, of our own free will, subscribed to a security bond containing the 
following Articles :— 

Article I.—We will live in otedience to the Rajpeepla Government 
according to ancient custom, and pay whatever are its ancient rights. A 
Government Thana will be stationed at (the village of) Lungree, for the pre¬ 
servation of the peace of the district, to which we will live in obedience. 

* Viilc pages 715 and 736 of itxis Selection. 
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Article II. We will not harbour any turbulent Bheels, or -Mehwasees, or 
any offenders against the Government. We will not ourselves commit any 
disturbances whatever. 

Article I1I._ We will not give any molestation to merchants frequenting 
the Sakhbara road, but w'c will give them a sukl'e conveyance through our 
limits. We will levy whatever may be our anciwt rights, but no more; what¬ 
ever may be the rights of Government, it will levy. ' 

Article IV.—Kooer Wussawa, the Vuivcc, or any other person, will enjoy 
whatever may be their ancient established rights. In this matter wo will offer 
no hindrance, and will not enter into a dispute with an^ one. If a dilference 
arise on any subject, we will make the same known to Government, and act 
in conformity with its orders relating to the same. 

In conformity with the above four Articles of agreement which we have 
entered into, we will conduct ourselves projierly. If we commit any disturb¬ 
ance or fault w'hatever, our Purguna is security for the same. What is 
written is true. 

(Signed) Wijs.sawa Kooer. 

O W cssAWA RoYA,and Tattia and Moonda, 2 Bhyes. 

„ Wussawa Gomer and Kalea Vullud Ciiamar. 

Neelkunt Bajee, inhabitant of Coparell, and Agent of the Family. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assi.stant Resident, 

on Deputation. 

Political Department. 

From W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government, Bombay, 
To the Commissioner in the Deccan. 

Dated 2Gth January 1824. 

Sir, —I have the honour to transmit to you copy of a letter from the Resi¬ 
dent at Baroda, dated the IGth instant, forwarding copy of one from his 
Assistant, reporting the conclusion of an agreement between Wussawa Kooer 
Jeewa, and Kalea Chamar of the district of Kooleewara, and the RaJiieepla 
Government. 

2. The Governor in Council requests, thkt you will be pleased to call 
on the Collector in Khandesh to state whether this agreement interftjies with 
any claims of Chiefs in the district under his charge. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

* (Sjgned) W. Newnham, Chief Secretary. 

Domhay Castle, 2Gth January 1824. 
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Political Department. 

From W. Chaplin, Esq., Commissioner, &c. &c., Poona, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

' Dated 29<A March 1824. 

Sin,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
26th January last, with tlie transcript of a letter from the Resident at Baioda, 
and to forward, for the information of the Honorable the Governor in Council, 
the copy of a letter fvom the Collector in Khandesh, dated the 13th instant, 
and of its enclosures, relative to the agreement concluded between the Wus- 
sawa family and the Rajpeepla Government. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Chaplin, Commissioner. 

Bombay, 29th March 1824. 


From Major A. Robertson, Collector in Khandesh, 

To W. Chaplin, Esq., Commissioner, &c. &c., Poona. 

Dated 13t/t March 1824. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
31st January, giving coveY to copies of a letter dated the 26th of that month, 
from the* Chief Secretary to Government, and of its enclosures from the 
Resident at Baroda, relative to an agreement concluded between the Wussawa 
family and the Rajpeepla Government. 

2. To enable me the more satisfactorily to reply to your query as to 
whether this arrangement interferes with any claims of Chiefs in this Province, 
I made a reference on the subject to Captain Ri^by, whose acquaintance with 
the interests and rights of the Bheel and Mehwusee tribes towards Rajpeepla 
is more extensive than n)y own ; and I have now the honour to submit a copy 
of that gentleman’s observations, under date the 27th of last month, as well as 
a copy and translation of the paper given by Kooer Wussawa, to which Captain 
Rigby’s letter adverts. 

3. From what I can gather from these documents, as well as from other 
sources, I conceive that the agreement does not trench on the rights of any 
Chieftain in this district; but under the feelings evinced by Kooer Wussawa 
in regard to being again subjected to the authority of the Rajpeepla State, and 
especially in reference to the policy of not disturbing the order of things under 
which the Wussawas have so long abstained from aggression, it still remains a 
question whether the 1st Article of the agreement had not better be, at all 
events for the present, suspended. The Article itself is very indefinite, and 
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therefore leaves much room for discussion; and discussion among such people 
is next of kin to violence and aggression. There is no douht, too, that the 
presence of a Tirana, especially as it is asserted never to have been before 
established, will be an eye-sore, which will pot patiently be borne witli. Indeed 
it will require both that the one party should forget the exertions they have 
made and the hardships they endured to bettrine independent, and that the 
other should think no more of the injuries sustained in this struggle, before we 
can expect either that the for mer will be contented or the latter model ate, 
The influence of our Government both here and in Rajpecpia may, it is true, 
for a time smother the enmities tliat such a state of things will not fail to 
engender, but the chances are that they will at no distant [leriod break forth 
with a violence equal to the restraint by which they may be kept under, 

4, I would, therefore, respectfully suggest that the l{ajpccpla State should 
content itself with the acknowledgment merely of its supremacy, and leave all 
its other rights, whether admitted or not, in abeyance; at all events, that it 
should exercise none without the express sanction of the Hritish fiovernment, 
to whose influence alone it is indebted for the fealty, such as it is, of these 
tributaries. Besides by this policy consulting its more immediate pecuniary 
interests (for enforcing its rights will cost more than they are worth), it will 
materially promote the due fulfilment of the other Articles of the agreement, 
which are the most valuable parts of that document, and the objects of which 
can only be secured by such means as will keep the Wussawas quiet and 
contented, 

5, If at any future time the Wussawas should misbehave, then the Ist 
Article might be enforced, and in the mean lime they sliould be told that it 
is suspended only so long as they zealously uc<|uit tlieUiselves of the other parts 
of their treaty, and faithfully discharge their obligations to our Govefument, 

6, I have offered no remark on the Wussawas now cavilling at a clause 
they profess to have asreed to witli their free will; but I may observe, that if 
BO soon after such a profession they make no hesitation in stating their objec¬ 
tions, we may assume that however cordially they may have signed the jtajter, 
they have no intention of equally with their free will acting up to this jiart of it; 
and this may suggest to us to follow the policy I have ventured to recommeud. 
Nothing, I will only add, will so soon render all these 'libes of little conse¬ 
quence, as carefully refraining from any measures that will either tempt, or 
force them to aggression, and thereby oblige them to feel and remember tliat 
they are powerful both in their numbers and in the country they inhabit, Ihe 
Wussawas are already beginning to forget these advantages, and therefore we 

• should be careful not to rouse them,. 

' I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Robertson, Collector. 

Camp Julgaom, I3fA March 1824. 
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From Captain G. A. Rigby, Commanding Field Detachment under the 
Collector in Khandesh, 

To Major A. Robertson, Collector in Khandesh. 

Dated 21th February 1824, 

• 

Sir, —I should have'had the honour to have replied ere tliis to your official 
of the 9th instant, relative to the enclosures therein contained, Init for the 
absence of Kooer Wussawa, the Bheel Chief, whom it principally concerns, 
having been engaged in the celebration of a religious festival. Yesterday he 
visited me, and I translated to him the agreement entered into at Nandod, as 
essentially necessary to enable me to answer your reference. The enclosed 
document (No. 1) will place you in possession of the sentiments of this Chief 
relative to the 1st clause of the agreement. 

2. With the utmost deference I beg to submit, what my long experience 
with the Bheels may be permitted to plead as my excuse for offering for con¬ 
sideration. No Native Chief, either the acknowledged or nominal head of 
any of the Bheel tribes, possesses any real authority other than that of the 
conviction entertained by the mass of the population of his ability to aid their 
aggressions, bis power to screen their delinquencies, or to coerce and effec¬ 
tually to curb and punish their irregularities. All of the Bajpoot Rajas, and 
most of the other petty Chiefs, the population of whose districts and villages 
are composed princijjally of Bheels, entertain a greater or less number, in pro¬ 
portion to their means of payment, of the most abandoned, worthless, and 
profligate description of Seebundies. The tyranny and oppression exercised 
by these Chiefs thus supported, joined to the endless petty exactions and haugh¬ 
tiness of, these armed miscreants, is one principal source of the miserable 
poverty so generally and lamentably existing amongst the Bheels, and the 
origin from whence may be traced the long catalogue of the blackest crimes 
which ever disgraced humanity. The countenance of Government afforded 
to any one of these Rajas greatly magnifies the evil, by placing him above 
the fear of any armed combination, and tends only to increase his avidity for 
plunder, and more effectually to rivet the chains of wretchedness. During the 
time I have been honoured with this command, the Bheels crowd to me for 
redress of their numerous grievances, their complaints are attentively consi¬ 
dered, and if (which is almost invariably the case) they have been aggrieved, 
my utmost influence is exerted with their Chief, and 1 have seldom failed to 
obtain for them redress, either by reason or admonition, or, as a last resource, 
explaining it would be my duty to represent their conduct to Government, who, 
though anxious to secure to them and preserve inviolate their just rights, 
would never tolerate acts of injustice, and the forfeiture of their pensions might 
be a probable consequence of the marked displeasure of the Government. 
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We have, I conceive, under this rule of conduct, divested tlie hitherto for¬ 
midable family of the Wiissawas of all power, further than that wliich tliey 
command by means of a few Seebuiidies, their relations, and immediate 
dependants. We have enlisted the population of their district on our side; 
the popular feelhig is incur favour; tliey are fully impressed with a sense 
of the secuiity their persons and property enjo^ under our protection; and 
I very much question if any member of the‘family,could now succeed in 
effecting anything amounting to a general disturbance. It is worthy of 
remark how utterly incompetent the Rajpoot Rajas and their villanous sol¬ 
diery, left to themselves, have repeatedly and invariably been proved to 
punish, apprehend, or even effectually to assist in any operation against 
predatory bodies of Bheels, who have taken to the hills and renounced 
the authority, from whatever cause, of their hereditary superiors. Conces¬ 
sion in the first instance, accomjianied wiUi the most solemn asseverations 
of pardon and security of their lives and property on submission, and 
never failing subsequent treachery, are the infallible remedies to which, on 
all occasions of revolt, the Rajpoot Rajas are certain to resort. 'I'heir revenge 
is equally cowardly, implicable, and diabolical, which their llheel subjects well 
know from many bitter lessons of experience; whence the resolution and 
determined obstinacy with which they reject all accommodation. Men who 
can prepare a meal from wild pulse, the seeds of grass, roots, and berries, and 
if byaccident a little tobacco and salt arc obtained are in the enjoyment of luxury, 
whose scanty clothing is a mere span of the coarsest cloth, whose armouries crowd 
whole forests, have little to dread from the futile attempts of the effeminate, 
luxurious, opium-intoxicated crew by whom they are followed not pursued. The 
privations to which our troops are exposed on Bhcel expeditions, the fatigue 
they suffer, the sickness and casualties which ensue, the constant expense 
incurred, contrasted with the public benefit likely to result from securing to the 
Bheel his right to property acquired by his industry; in fact to show him and 
convince him he is a man, and not unworthy the consideration of an enlighten¬ 
ed, humane, and powerful Government; let him learn that he has rights 
which can only be forfeited by his own mi.sconduct, by interposing between 
him and his Chief the powerful shield of Government to guard him from 
plunder and oppression, the females of his family from being forcibly appro¬ 
priated or bestowed as suits the will or caprice of the Chief, or from being 
transformed into disgusting living monuments of the Bheel superstition of 
witchcraft; to save him from being converted into a scourge to society, and 
from revenging on the community at large the injuries he has suffered, are all 
points which I venture most respectfully to submit as every way entitled and 
well worthy of your attentive and mature deliberation. 

3. Such is the morality of these»Chiefs, that after having stripped the Bheel 
9Cr 
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of his little all, they will supply him with a little food, and provide him with 
arrows, urging and exciting him to rob and plunder; of the fruits of which they 
receive the principal portion. Deprived of the power to reduce the Bheel to the 
dreadful alternative of starvation or plundering for a support, this very Bheel, 
nine times out of ten, would prove a peaceable subject ; would not injure, if he 
did not contribute to the revenue of the country; and would be willing and 
ready to aid in seizing qll disturbers of the public tranquillity. 

4. By supporting the Rajpoot Rajas we neutralize the active hostilities 
of some few hundreds of contemptible Seebundies, and increase and perpetuate 
a wide circle of abuses, which extends to the whole Bheel population, and 
embraces in its consequences the maintaining constant detachments, heavy 
expenses, the recurrence of frequent disorders, and the perpetration of crimes 
of the most horrible description. 

5. With the character of the present Raja of Nandod I am unacquainted, 
but I earnestly implore, before vesting him with the power and authority of 
his ancestors, you will take into consideration that the exercise of this power 
was the fruitful source of dreadful calamities to Khandesh, upwards of a lakh 
of Rupees having been paid by Jecwa as the Raja’s portion of the acknow¬ 
ledged plunder of its miserable and devoted inhabitants. It is true circum¬ 
stances are now widely different; but if it is allowed to be of importance to 
have a friendly, powerful, industrious tribe placed as a barrier between our 
Purgunas from aggressions from the bills, I beg your serious attention to the 
policy of risking the present comparative security enjoyed by the inhabitants 
of this part of Khandesh, and disturbing the slow, though visibly progressive, 
improvement amongst the Bheel population, by the renewal of a yoke Jeewa 
threw off with indignation, which he evinced his ability to maintain, which 
his zealous and faithful services to Government may be permitted to confirm, 
and which if renewed, his sons will bear impatiently, and eagerly embrace the 
very first favourable opportunity, joined by the united efforts of the whole 
tribe, to assert their independence, and re-establish, to their utmost ability of 
compassing, the former reign of anarchy. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. A. Rigby, Captain, 
Commanding Field Detachment under the Collector in Khandesh. 

KooJiui'moonda, 21th February 1824. 

Translation of a Paper given by Kooer Wussawa bin Jeewa Wussawa to 
Captain Rigby, dated 2Qth February 1824. 

We beg to state that we went to Rajpeepla, where we entered into an agree¬ 
ment of four clauses; of these, three are proper. In regard to the fourth, it 
states that we are to remain subject to the Authority of the Rajpeepla Raja ; to 



755 . 


discharge the Raja s usual dues ; to have a Tliaiia of the Raja at Sangree. 
I have not however agreed to this entirely from consideration to the Raja, 
but to the English gentleman (Mr. Willoughby) who was there. The district 
formerly became waste, owing to the annoyances sustained by the demands 
of the Raja’s Sepoys for subsistence, and we have suffered a great deal. 
Owing to this, my father, on the English aifthority being established in 
Khandesh, made an arrangement with it, and’ the C^ompany’s troops, horse 
and foot, pay for their food, and occasion no loss to our Ryuts. From this 
the Bheels have become settled. However, if we are hereafter to be subject to 
the Raja and a Thana established in Sangree, the Ryuts will be distressed and 
quit the country. Heretofore no Thana has been stationed in Sangree ; and as 
to established dues, it was owing to them that the country was formerly 
run waste. It is now somewhat re-peopled, but it will again be deserted if 
the Bheels and Ryuts are molested. They will betake themselves to the 
hills, and will not listen to us. We therefore beg to present this petition. 

Written by Venaek Govind, Koolkurnce of Kookurraoonda. 

(Signed) Kooer Wussawa bin Jeewa Wussawa, of Sangree. 
Kooshal W'ullud Gumbae Sonab, witness. 

(A true translation) 

(Signed) A. Robertson, Major. 

Political Department. 
From W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Bauoda. 

looted Hth April 1824. 

Sin,—Referring to your despatch of the IGth January last, relative to the 
conclusion of an agreement between the Wussawa family and the Rajpeepla 
Government, I have it in command from the llonorahle the Governor in 
Council to transmit to you copy of a letter from the Commissioner in the 
Deccan, dated 29th ultimo, and of its enclosure from the Collector in 
Khandesh, whose observations on the subject appear entitled to great weight. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 8ik Ajiril 1824. 


Political Department. 

From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated 18t/« April 1825. 

Sir,—1 have the honour to forward, for the information of Government, 
copy of a letter from Mr. Willoughby, dated the 9th instant, reporting a visit 
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paid to him by the Bheel Chieftain Kooer Wussawa, and of his having 
concluded a settlement with him on the part of the Gaekwar Government for 
his share of the Ghoonwalee Koontee, for the nature of which I beg to refer 
to the enclosure to my Assistant’s letter, a translation of the same. The 
information given of the conduct of this celebrated Chief since his submission, 
may be considered very satislactory. 

, I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident at Baroda. 

Batoda Residency, IStA Ayril 1825. 


From J. P. WiLLOutiJiuv, lisq.. First Assistant Resident on Deputation, 
To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Bated dih April 1825. 

Sir, —I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the Bheel Chieftain, Kooer 
Wussawa, after some hesitation has been prevailed upon to repair to my camp. 
It appears that this hesitation arose from his not being aware of the precise 
object for which his presence was required. 

2. Kooer has willingly agreed to accept the sum of Rs. 1,000 per annum 
from the Gaekwar Government in commutation of his share of the Ghoonwalee 
Koontee. I have the honour to enclose an agreement he has in consequence 
entered iut 9 , with a translation. From the latter you will observe, that the 
Chief’s Wuttun (estate) and Geeras are pledged as security for his future good 
conduct, and entire abstinence from making depredations or disputes in any 
quarter. 

3. I had the pleasure of making the first payment of the sum now settled 
on him, which must greatly tend to induce him to abide by existing engage¬ 
ments. llis receipt for Rs. 1,000 is enclosed, for the satisfaction of the 
Gaekwar Government. 

4. I have already reported to you my communications with Kooer respecting 

the complaint preferred against him by the Raja of Mandvee through Mr. 
Romer. I am happy to repeat here that it is the only one which has come to 
my notice during the last three years, and even this has not yet been proved. 
I am sanguine therefore that 1 have grounds to consider him a reformed 
character, and did all in ray power to impress upon the Chief the necessity of 
his still pursuing a peaceable mode of life, causing his former engagement to 
be read over to him in my presence. His promises were very favourable, he 
himself justly observing that now that his rights were restored to him, and 
that he did not receive molestation from any one, he had no cause or motive 
to resume his former occupations. ‘ 
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6. I took this opportunity of acquainting Kooer with the decision of 
Government respecting his claim to the Nowapoora Koontee, to which he 
immediately consented. I could not conclude the final agreement respecting 
this claim, the annual amount of commutation to be given for it not being 
yet fixed. 

I have tlte honour to be, tfec. 

(Signed) J. P, Willougiibv* First Assistant Resident, 

on Deputation. 

Camp Tiillukwara, 9th April 1825. 


Translation of an Agreement entered into hy Kooer Wussawa, with J. P. 
Willoughby, Esquire, renouncing all claim to the Clhoontculec Koontee, 
on condition of receiving a pecuniary commutation from the Gaekwar 
Government for the same, of One thousand Itupces per annum, dated 
Sumvut \%^\,Chyter Vud the 5th, corresponding with the 8th of April 
1825. 

I will never commit any depredation or dispute in the territories belonging 
to the Honorable Company, to the Gaekwar, to Rajpeepla, or in any other 
Talook (district) ; but will pursue a peaceable mode of life. On this point I 
formerly gave a writing to Government, with security for my good behaviour, 
which still continues in force. The Gaekwar authorities at present collect the 
Koontee of Ghoonwalee at Soonghur, the half of which belong* to me. I 
entrusted the settlement of this claim to Government, promising to abide by 
its decision respecting it; upon this. Government in its beneficence have 
agreed to obtain from the Gaekwar Government one thousand (1,000) rupees 
lier annum in commutation of my half share of the Koontee in question. To 
this settlement, of my own free will and pleasure I agree. From this time 1 
will not make any dispute or depredation in the territories of the Honorable 
Company, the Gaekwar, Rajpeepla, or any other district, but will live quietly, 
performing service according to the orders of Government. If any infraction 
of this agreement arises, I shall be an offender against Government, and if for 
my offence Government should confiscate my Wuttun (entire estate) and Geeras, 
I relinquish my claim to the same. I agree to this stipulation for the satisfaction 
of Government, and for my acting in conformity to this engagement, and 
pursuing a peaceable course of life, the securities given to my former engage¬ 
ment are in force. They will cause me to answer for myself, or give an answer 
for me. 

(Signed) Wussawa Kooer Omeu. 

Witness : 

(Signed) Abdcolla Khan Celoocue Jumadau. 
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Political Department. 

From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Rehioent at Baroda. 

Dated 2%th April 1825. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
18th instant, with copy of ondfrom your Assistant on deputation in Rajpeepla, 
detailing the result of a visit paid to him by the Bheel Chieftain Kooer Wussawa, 
and to acquaint you that the Governor in Council approves of the agreement 
concluded with that Chiff, renouncing his claim to the Koontee of Ghoonwalee 
at Soonghur. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, Chief Secretary, 
Bombay Castle, 28 th April 1825. 
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SETTLEMENTS EFFECTED BY MR. J. P. WILLOUGHBY, IN 
THE YEARS 1823 to 1826, WITH THE BIIEELS, NAIKRAS, 
AND MEHWASEES OF THE WUSRAVEE, TULLUKWARA, 
PUNCHMAHALS, AND OTHER DISTRICTS. 

t 

PoLiTieAL Depaiitmbnt. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated \Ath November 1823. 

SiK,—T have the honour to report, for the information of the Honorable the 
Governor in Council, that I have directed Mr. Willoughby to proceed on 
deputation to Rajpeepla, and to enclose copy of my letter furnishing him with 
instructions for his guidance. 

2. It will be observed, that the chief object for which that gentleman is 
deputed, is to endeavour to apprehend, or make a settlement with, Bajee 
Daimen and bis associates, so as to render it practicable for the detachment of 
British troops at present stationed in Tullukwara to be altogether removed or 
considerably reduced. 

3. From the 11th paragraph of my letter to Mr. Willoughby, Government 
will learn with satisfaction that His Highness the Gackwar has agreed to 
remit Rs. 45,000 of last year’s tribute, in consequence of the hea^vy calamity 

which lately visited Rajpeepla. 

****** 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, \Alli November 1823. 


Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant, Baroda. 

Dated 2rd November 1823. 

Sir, —I have the honour to request you will be pleased to proceed to Raj¬ 
peepla, as soon as may be practicable. 

2. The object of the greatest importance of your present deputation is to 
endeavour to apprehend, or make a settlement with, Bajee Daimen and the 
other turbulent Mehwasee Chiefs of Tullukwara, in order to do away with the 
necessity of maintaining the detachment at present stationed in that province. 

3. I am not without hope that you may be able to accomplish so desiiable 
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an object, as it is to be supposed, if you do not find their apprehension feasible, 
that they will be found disposed to listen to terms. The precise natur^ of the 
terms to be offered to them I leave to your discretion, and experience of their 
situation and connections; but the basis must be the relinquishing their present 
place of residence, on condition of tl^eir lives being spared and a maintenance 
being regularly paid them at !6aroda, or any other more convenient place. 

4. I shall direct C^aptain Morin, the officer at present commanding the 
TuIIukwara detachment, to comply with any requisition or instructions he may 
receive from you with the above object in view. 

6. You will be pleased to furnish an account of the actual receipts and 
disbursements of the liajpeepla State, contrasted with the estimate forwarded 
in your letters to my address of the 23rd of February last, and also an estimate 
of the same for the present year. 

6. Government having sanctioned the tenor of the bond you have recom¬ 
mended the Raja should enter into with the British Government, you wilt take 
this opportunity of causing the same to be executed and sent to Baroda. 

7. I have the honour to furnish you with copy of a letter from the Collector 
of Surat, reporting upon the claims of the Rajpeepla Geerasias within his 
jurisdiction, admitting some and rejecting others. You will furnish the local 
Government with the information it contains, and request it to acquaint the 
parties concerned, who are of course at liberty to adduce proof in substantiation 
of any of the rejected items, if such is in their possession. I have not as yet 
been favourfd with a similar report regarding these claims from the Collector of 
Broach, to whom, however, I have written on the subject. 

8. I have written to the Political Agent in Khandesh requesting him to 
direct the representative of the family of the late Jeewa Wussawa to repair to 
Nandod, as I am aware, until a settlement has been concluded between the 
Raja and that family, the object you contemplate, of opening a short and 
convenient channel of communication between Guzerat and Khandesh vid 
Sakhbara, cannot be effected. 

9. You will also be pleased on this occasion to ascertain, whether the 
different arrangements concluded in Rajpeepla remain unimpaired, but parti¬ 
cularly that entered into between the Raja and the farmer of his seven principal 
districts. 

10. The Gaekwar Government has issued instructions to its late Komavis- 
dars of Rajpeepla to send with you persons properly qualified to settle, in 
conjunction with the local Government, the amount of claims each mutually 
makes against the other on account of balances of revenue on the one hand 
and over-collections on the other. 

11. You are aware of the arrangement lately consented to by His Highness 
the Gaekwar, to remit Rs. 45,000 of the last year’s tribute, in consequence of 
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the calamity the tributary sustained from the overflowing of the river Nerbuddat 
There is also a balance of tribute due for Sumvut 1878 of Rs. 35,000, of which 
Rs. 16,000 must be remitted to Baroda in. cash immediately ; and the only 
way of meeting this demand is by borrowing the amount from the holders of the 
Government Potdar. Tlie remainder df this balance is to be added to the 
Rajpeepla debt, for the gradual liquidation of whicli an arrangement has already 
been effected. The tributary, on the other hand, must agree to relinquish a 
part of its Geeras rights upon the Gaekwar districts of Sinnore and KoraJ; 
which suffered from the same calamity which has induced this Government to 
grant the above remission. 

12. As I am aware the marriage of the young Raja cannot be longer deferred 
without infringing the Rajpoot customs upon this material point, you may 
authorise an advance of Rs. 10,000 beyond the Nemnook, towards defraying 
the unavoidable expense which such will occasion. The remaining portion of 
the extra expense which may be incurred must be provided for elsewhere, 
the situation of Rajpeepla being such as to render any further advance 
impracticable. 

I have, the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 3rd November 1823. 


Political Dei’Ahtment. 
From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Baeoda. 

Dated 25ik November i 823. 

SiB,—I have the honour to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter, of the 
14th instant, forwarding copy of your instructions to your Assistant, Mr. 
Willoughby, on his proceeding to Rajpeepla for the purpose of making a 
settlement witli Bajee Daimen, and the Mehwasees of Tullu^vvara, which are 
approved by the Governor in Council. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W. Newnham, Chief Secretary. 
Bombay 'Castle, 2bth November 182'^.. 


Political Department. 
From J. WiLUAMSj Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 6th December 1823. 

have tlie honour to forwaiff copy of a letter from Mr. Willoughby, on 
deputation in Rajpeepla, reporting Ihe measures adopted for the apprehension 
97r 
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of tlie Mehwasee Chiefs, and of my reply thereto, which I trust will meet tl)e 
approval of the Honorable the Governor in Council. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Itesidency, 6th December 1923. 


From J. P. WiLLQUGHBY, Esq., First Assistant to the Resident, 

To J'. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Bated 21th Novemher 1823. 

Sir, —I have now the honour to report some preliminary measures which 
have been adopted, since my arrival in Rnjpeepla, to effect a settlement with 
the Mehwasee Chiefs of Tullukvvara, by either of the two modes prescribed in 
your letter of the 3rd instant. 

2. I have naturally first turned my attention towards the practicability of 
apprehending them, without entering into any previous negotiation. The 
obstacles opposed to this are principally three—1st, the difficult nature of the 
country in which they arc concealed ; 2ud, tHe assistance they undoubtedly 
receive from the inhabitants of the villages which were lately taken from them 
and given over to the Government to whom they in right belong; and 3rd, 
the difficulty which, on this account, exists of procuring correct intelligence 
of their movements. 

3. Over the first I can have no control, and it will remain in full force 
until March or April next, when the jungles may be in some degree cleared by 
burning them. The remedy for the second appears to rest with the Gaekwar 
local officers of Tullukwara and Sunkeera, who, I am sorry to report, do not 
appear to co-operate with us with the cordiality it is the interest of tlieir 
Government they should.do. They have not in any one instance given infor¬ 
mation regarding the Mehwasecs, in the absence of which it is impossible for 
the officer commanding the Tullukwara Detachment to act with effect. I 
would, therefore, resjicctfully suggest that the Gaekwar Government should be 
urged to issue the necessary instructions to its officers, directing them to use 
their utmost exertions in aiding the British Government in its operations 
against the Mehwasees, and blaming them for the supineness they have hitherto 
evinced. They should be further instructed to take good security from the 
inhabitants of the villages under their control not to assist Bajee Daimen and 
his associates, and severely to punish any infraction of this agreement. The 
villages which are prioc^jpally suspected of secretly affording aid, are those 
•under the Thakoor €Jt^ujeef|i;f<.|ind the village of Chooreswur, which are all 
connect vvUS Bajee Blaimen, the Chiefs being related to him. To remedy, if 
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possible, the third obstacle, I have employed through this Government a 
}3heel furvee, or Chief, vrith forty followers, well ac(^uainted with the country^ 
who, if unable to seize them himself, may be able to give such intelligence 
as may lead to this desirable event. The incitement I have held out to him- 
is not in the shape of a pecuniary reward or fixed pay, but the promise of a 
small Bheel village Jieing granted to him it/lnam if successful. I have 
thought this to be the most powerful stimulus*! coul4*liold out to him, the 
reward being entirely dependent upon the success of his ex-ertions, and the village 
can with justice be selected from those lately recovered from the Mehwaseos. 
It is also my intention, with your approbation (and jn the event of other 
measures now in progress failing) to offer a considerable pecuniary reward 
to any person who may apprehend them or give inteyjgence which may lead to 
their apprehension. I am induced to. believe you will concu? in the expediency 
of such an offer being made, as likely to prove economical in the end, by doing 
away with the necessity of continuing the expense which the Chiefs now 
render necessary, at an earlier period than is otherwise likely. 

4. As, however, I am extremely doubtful^wliether the above plan is likely 
to attain the object in view, at least for some time to come, I have thought it 
advisable to endeavour without delay to open a communication with the 
Chiefs, through the agency of a Rajpeepla Bhat, to induce them, if possible, 
unconditionally to surrender themselves into my hands, under an assurance 
of their lives being spared, and that a settlement will be eventually •concluded 
jvith them, the precise terms of which, however, are to be dicttjted by the 
power into wKose hands they surrender themselves. This overture is made 
without any hindrance to the continuance of offensive operations intermediately, 
which are not to cease until it has been acceded to .without any reservation. 
Its acceptance will, of course, entirely depend upon the degree of distress the 
Chiefs may have been reduced to, and which, I am inclined to think, has made 
a strong impression, to whicli may be added, as another strong motive for 
acquiescence, the circumstance of their families being now in confinement at 
Baroda. 

6. I aliall be betteV able, when a reply to this communication has boen 
received, to decide what measures seem best to be next resorted to. At pre¬ 
sent, in the event of non-acquiescence, there appears to be only one remaining 
mode of proceeding, viz. to grant the Chiefs amudruft Bhandaree to visit me 
at Nandod, and then to endeavour to effect a settlement with them. 1 bav^ 
every,reason to believe this invitation would be accepted, i. e. if any reliancis-' 
can be placed in the sincerity of an offer (to that effect) made in a paper, 
[ftrporting to be from Bajee Daimen, lately found in Tulluluvara and sent to 
me by the Officer commanding th’ere. I am, however, averse to resorting to 
this measure for the present, it being optional with the acceptors of; the. 
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invitation to accept or reject the terms subsequently offered them, and, in the 
event of their doing th#latter, ensuring them a safe return to the*place from 
whence they came. 

Trusting that the proceedings now reported will be approved of, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P, WiLLOUGHBr, First Assistant to the Resident, 

on Deputation. 

Camp Nandod, 27th November 1823. . . 


Political Department, 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To J. P. WiLLOUGipY, Esq., First Assistant on Deputation, Nandod. 

Dated Ath December 1823. 

Sir, —I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 27th ultimo, 
reporting some preliminary measures adopted in regard to the Tullukwara 
Mebwasees. 

2. The Gaekwar Government will be informed of the supineness of its 
officers, and requested to enjoin more vigorous co-operation, and to direct the 
security *you recommend to be taken from the villages under the control of the 
Gaeksvar managers. If you have reason to think that a reward being offered 
for the seizure of Bajee Daimen, Omed Khan, Nusseer Khan, Surdar Khan, 
Bapoo Huldcrwa, and Meea Jadoo is likely to be effectual, I have no hesita¬ 
tion in requesting that the same may be promulgated without delay: thfe sun^ 
may be from 1,000 to 5,000, as you deem-necessary. 

3. The plan of employing through the Rajpeepla Government a Bheel 
Chief and his followers,- either to apprehend or at least obtain and furnish 
correct intelligence of the haunts of the Mehwasees, appears to me to be the 
most likely to be attended with success, as the Rajpeepla Government, from 
iormer habits, must be welt acquainted with all the Mehwasees and with the 
nature of their haunts; and the proposed plan of remunerating him Government 
will of course make no objection to, they benefiting so much more than the 
Gaekwar by their dispossession. 

4. I should wish, however, that the terms nientioned in my instructions be 
proffered to Bajee Daimen and his associates, with the exception of Bapoo 
Hulderwa and Meea Jadoo, and that the communication m’ay be direct, as 
through circuitous channels other interests may perhaps be brought to interfere 
with the measure; their repairing to you at Nandod, as mentioned in the last 
paragraph of your despatch, appears the best mode of effecting my wishes. 

I have the honour to be, &« 

(Signed) J. WiLUAMs, Resident. 

Baroda Residency', Ath December 1823.* 
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Political Depahtment. 
From W, Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Bahoda. 

Dated Mth Decemher 

SiE,—In reply to your letter, of the 6th instayt, forwarding copy of a des¬ 
patch from your Assistant on deputation in Raipeepla, reporting the .measures 
adopted for the apprehension of the Mehwasees of TuIInkwara, I have the 
honour to acquaint you that the Governor in Council approves of your 
instructions to Mr. Willoughby. 

I ^lave, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newniiam, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 17tli December 1823. 


Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnuam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

Dated \2th December 1823. 

Sir, —With reference to my despatch of the 6tli instant, I have the honour 
to forward copy of a further letter from Mr. Willoughby, in continuation of 
his proceedings connected with the Mehwasees of Tulkikwara, together with 
my reply of this day’s date, approving of the same. 

2. .From Mr. Willoughby’s letter Government will learn with /!ati.sfaction, 
that he has succeeded in inducing one of these turbulent Chiefs unconditionally 
to surrender himself a prisoner into his hands, and that he has arrived at 
Baroda. Independent of the immediate object obtained by detaching Nussecr 
Khan from his two associates, it may have an ultimate beneficial etfeef upon 
the minds of the latter. 

3. For the particulars of this event I beg leave to refer Government to my 
Assistant’s letter, and have only to express a hope that his proceedings may bfe 

honoured with its approbation. 

- I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 13<A December 1823. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant on Deputation in llajpeepla, ^ 
To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 7 th December 1823. 

SiR,-^With reference to the 4th paragraph of my letter dated the 27th 
ultimo, I have the honour to repo/t that the Bhat employed by me to open 
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a communication with the Mehwasee Chiefs, returned on the 2nd instant, 
with the information tliat Bajee Daimen and Omed Khan were unwilling to 
accept the offer conveyed to them, but that Nusseer Khan seemed inclined 
to acquiesce in it, though prevented from doing so by the other tjvo. 

On the receipt of this intelligence,’ I immediately determined upon giving 
the three Chiefs amudruft Bliandaree to visit my camp, considering it to be 
a great object to deti^ih Nusseer Khan, if possible, from his two associates; 
thus anticipating the orders conveyed in the last paragraph of your despatch 
of the 4th instant. 

The Bliandaree was ^accepted, and the Chiefs arrived at Nandod on the 
4th instant; and I was cliieHy engaged on that and the following day in 
endeavouring to induce them to agree to the terms prescribed in my instruc¬ 
tions, speaking to them both collectively and individually. 

All at first most positively refused to repair to Baroda; but in my last 
interview with Nusseer Khan, I am happy to say he consented to proceed 
thither, to acoept any settlement which might hereafter be proposed to him, and 
'to remain a prisoner until Jie had furnished satisfactory security for his abiding 
by the same. 

I have contented myself for the present with taking from him a written 
agreement to the above efiect, which is herewith enclosed, and have forwarded 
him, with three attendants, to Baroda, under a military escort. I beg leave, 
however, to mention that this latter stipulation was principally proposed by 
me, with a view of ensuring his safe transmission to Baroda; but I should tr.us|| 
on his arrival, it may be deemed expedient to release him on personal bail, 
since^hisso promptly surrendering himself upon the terms he has, appear to 
entitle him (however great his former misdeeds) to the clemency of Govern¬ 
ment. 

Nusseer Khan is an old man, of about 50 years of age, and is evidently too 
infirm to be capable of much personal exertion. He was, however, the 
proprietor of the villages of Ulwah and Bheelthan, so much complained against 
by the Collector of Broach, and notorious for hai bouring Meea Jadooand Bapoo 
Huldcrwa and other Geerasia offenders, who were assistetfin their attacks upon 
the village of Kaveetha by Nusseer Khan and his followers, who also participated 
in the plunder they obtained. The. sribmission of the Chief may, therefore, be 
considered an object gained of some importance. His former rights were not 
very extensive, being chiefly confined to a few Bheel villages lately restore!?to 
the Gaekwar Government by Captain Garraway, regarding which I shall 
procure all the information I am -able, to enable you to decide what provision 
should be assigned for his future support. 

Bajee Daimen and Omed Khan j'esisted from first to last all my endea- 
prevail upon therri to accept the‘proposed terms. They would not 
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even consent to proceed to Baroda for the purpose of concluding a settle¬ 
ment, much less to relinquish permanently th6ir present place of abode. They, 
however, expressed their willingness to agree to any arrangement I might 
propose on the spot, having for its basis permission to remain in Tullukwara— 
a proposal I cohld not, of course, pay any attention to, being so essentially at 
variance with my instructions. Finding all my Attempts to persuade them to 
change their determination ineffectual, both by assurances of the advantages 
they would derive from doing so on the one hand, and by pointing out 
the probable evil consequences they were bringing upon themselves and 
families by not doing so on the other, 1 was compelled, though reluctantly, 
to direct them to be safely conveyed back to the j)!ace from whence they 
came, after whi«h every exty tion will be made to apprehend them by force 
of arms. 

I am inclined to consider the failure of my attempts to prevail upon these 
two Chiefs to proceed to Baroda is to be attributed to tbeir natural distrust and 
suspicion, and to their inexperience of the policy so generally pursued by the 
British Government towards persons in their situation, of forgiving past 
oflences pn security being furnished against their repetition. 1 am sup[)ortcd 
in this opinion from information I have received, of their sending with IN'uasecr 
Khan a person to acquaint them of the treatment he may meet with. I have 
not thought it expedient to take any notice of this chcnmstancc, as in case 
they succeed in eluding the measures now in jirogrcss against them, they may 
j^crcafter be induced, on finding their late associate is treated with leniency, to 
follow his example, should the granting of permission to do so be considered 
advisable. 

With reference to the allusion made in the 2nd paragrapli of your desjiatch 
of the 4th instant to the Broach outlaws, Bapoo Iluldcrwa and Moca .Jadoo, 
J have the honour to report that they have long since lied from the 
fastnesses of Tullukwara. The former was supposed, according to inCorma,;;- 
lion received by Captain Garraway, to have lied to Katteewar, but the latter 
IS stated by Nusseer Khan to be now residing in the town of Cambay. This 
intelligence cannot be entirely relied upon, but 1 doubt not you will consider 
it worth while to inquire into its accuracy. Nusseer Klian also confirms the 
report of theYcymar Koolies (who rescued Bngwau llugoonath) having in the 
first instance taken refuge with the Tullukwara IMchwasccs, and mentions that 
two of their number arrived wounded. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Wu.LouGiiny, 
Assistant on Deputation in Rajpeepla. 

C'aff/jp JVandod, 7th Jdeceiiiler iy23. 
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Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., [Resident at Baroda, _ 

To -T P- Wry-toiioTiBY. Kso.. Assistant on Deputation in Rajpeepla. 

Dated \Zth December 1823. 

Sib, —I have the honour \,o acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 7th instant, in continuatiorf of your proceedings with the Mehwasee Chiefs 
of Tullukwara, and in conveying my approbation of the same, take the 
opportunity of expressing the satisfaction I have derived from learning that you 
have succeeded in inducing one of them, Nusseer Khan, unconditionally to 
surrender himself into our power, which may finally induce his two associates 
to follow his example. 

Nusseer Khan has safely arrived at Baroda, and will be released, according 
to your suggestion, on finding personal bail for his appearance, until a settle¬ 
ment of his rights is finally concluded. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) * J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, \2th December 1823. 


Political Department. 

From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 
To the Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 24tA December 1823. 

Sib, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
13th of this month, forwarding copy of a despatch from your Assistant on 
deputation in Rajpeepla, in continuation ofhis proceedings connected with the 
Mehwasees of Tullukwara, and to acquaint you that the Governor in Council 
approves of the measures adopted by Mr. Willoughby for inducing these tur¬ 
bulent phiefs to submit to our authority. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 2Ath December 1823. 


Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq.,- Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

, Dated IZtk January f824. 

Sir, —I have the honour to transmit, for the information of the Governor 
in Council, copy of a report from Mr. Willoughby, dated the 7th instant, in 
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continuation of his proceedings with the Mehwasees of Tullukwara, and con¬ 
taining. the satisfactory intelligence of his iiaving induced another of their 
Chiefs, by name Omed Khan, uncomlitionally to surrender himself. 

2. For the reasons stated in the 2nd para, of my Assistant’s letter, I have 
agreed to the Chief alluded to being, for'the present, permitted to remain at 
Nandod. I also fully concur in the propriety o^ the suggestion that his ftimily, 
now in confinement at Baroda, be released on findings personal bail for their 
appearance. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J, )Villiams, Uesideiit. 

Baroda Residency, \Zth January 1824. 


Political Depahtment. 

From J. P. WiLLOUGHBV, Esq., First Assistant Resident on Deputation, 
To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 1th January 1824. 

Sib, —In continuation of my proceedings with the Mehwasees of Tullulcwaia, 

I have the.satisfaction to repoit the uncoiiditiona! sui render of another of their 
Chiefs, by name Omed Khan. This event is to be atliibuted to the measures 
I have already reported to have been adopted against them, but in paiticular to 
their being deprived in a great measuie of the'assistance they have hithei to 
derived from tlie inhabitants of the villages lately taken from them.' 

2. I have contented myself, for the present, with taking from Omed Khan 
a written agreement, nearly similar to that .subscribed to by Nnsseer Khan, 
forwarded in my letter dated the 7th ultimo, binding him to submit to what¬ 
ever settlement of his affairs may hereafter be dictated to him. I have not for 
the present put him under restiaint, or depiived him of his arms, although, at 
the time of surrendering himself, he tendered the latter for my acceptance. 
It is not either my intention for the present (with your permission) to forward 
him to Baroda, but to suggest his being allowed to continue at Nandod, as 
I am not without hope I may be able, partly thiough his means, to induce 
Bajee Daimen (the only Chief of consequence now.reraaining atlaige) shortly 
to submit on the same terms. 

, 3. The rights of this Mehwasee Chief principally exist in Rajpcopla, upon 
which State he was formerly dependant. I shall have the honour hereafter to 
report upon them in detail, merely now observing, that nhatcvef provision.^ 
may be hereafter allowed to him and his family, must be chiefly paid by the 
Rajpeepla Govenlment. 

4. In conclusion, I take the liberty of suggesting, for your consideration, 
the expediency of the family of Omed Khan, now in confinement at hbroda, 
98r 
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(consisting of his wife, by name Umruttoo, his aunt Soornjboo, his daughter 
Phooibaee, and three female attendants>being released on personal bail, which 
1 am given to understand they arc willing and able to furnish. 

« I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. WiiiiOUOHBV, First Assistant Resident, 
Camp Nandod, 1th January 1824. on Deputation. 


Political Department. 

From W. NewnhAm, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 2Qth January 1824. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acltnowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
13th instant, forwarding copy of one from your Assistant, reporting the 
unconditional surrender of Omed Khan, a Mehwasee Chief of Tullukwara, 
and to acquaint you that the Governor in Council approves of Mr. Willoughby’s 
proceedings respecting the disposal of this Chief and his family. 

, I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnuam, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 26th January 1824. 


Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 22nd February J824. 

Sir, —I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Ilonoiabh- 
the Governor in Council, copy of a letter frOm Mr. Willoughby, dated the 7th 
instant, reporting the unconditional surrender of the Mehwasee Chief Bajee 
Daimen, as well aS that of a relation of Omed Khan, another of the Chiefs 
whose surrender has already been announced. 

2. The above persons, with Omed Khan, have been safely delivered over 
to my custody. An investigation of their rights will hereafter be made, and a 
settlement of them be proposed for the sanction of Government. 

3. For the particulars of this event I beg leave to refer Government to 
^Mr. Willoughby’s report. I cannot, however, refrain on this occasion from 
e^rpressing the high sense I entertain of the value and importance of the sei vices 
lUy Assistant has accomplished in successively inducing these turbulent 
Chiefs to subnvit without terms, which renders the final arrangements to be 
concluded with them easy to be effected. * 
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4. The service rendered is of still greater importance at Uie present oioiuent, 
when complaints are so frequent^ all around, of the injury and loss sustained 
from the depredations of the ill-disposed. The Tullukwarn Geci asias having 
so long been celebrated for the resistance they have made against all lawful 
authority, and for the asylum they have afforded to the most notorious offenders 
of all descriptions, their submission will be the more striking, aud likely to be 
attended with most beneficial consequences. , 

6. By the submission of these Chiefs the necessity of maintaining the Tul- 
lukwara Detachment has ceased, and it has, in consequence, been recalled to 
Baroda, , 

6. I beg leave, in conclusion, to bring to the notice of Government the 
favourable mention Mr. Willoughby makes of the assistance he has derived 
from the Karbaree of the Ilajpeepla State throughout his ptoceediugs with the 
Tullukwara Mehwasees; and it occurs to me to recommend that Puivoodas's 
conduct be noticed and rewarded by Government with some suitable mark of 
favour, as an example to others. 1 am given to undcibland that the Rnja has 
for some time since wished to reward his Karbaree’s long and faithful services 
by the grant of a village of small value in Inam, and I should deem the pre¬ 
sent moment a favourable one for carrying his intentions into eficct. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) .1. Williams,. Resident. 
Baroda Residency, 22nd February 1824. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant Resident on Deputation, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated llh February 1824. 

Sin,—It is with much satisfaction I have the honour to report the uncondi¬ 
tional surrender of the Mehwasee Chief, Bajce Daimen. 

2. Enclosed is th# written agreement I have taken from him, which is 
exactly similar to I the one subscribed to by Omed Khan, transmitted in my 
letter of the 7th ultimo. 

3. D is necessary, however, to observe, that notwithstanding the willing 
acquiescence made by this Chief in my presence to surrender himself without 
any terms whatever, he subsequently evinced the greatest reluctance to act up 
to it wheh informed he must proceed to Baroda. I am happy to state that jn 
the end I succeeded in persuading him peaceably to deliver up his arms, aiid 
to abide by his agreement. I have verbally promised him his life shall be 
spared, that he shall not be delivered over to the Gaekwar Government, aud 
that he will only be retained a prisdner during the time which must interveUe 



772 

puor to a settlement being concluded with him and his furnishing satisfactory 
security for abiding by the same. . 

4. I have made arrangements for this Chief, as well as Omed Khan, being 
transmitted to Baroda under a military escort, and have thought it right to 
request Lieutenant Bartlett, at present commanding the Rajpeepla Detach* 
ment, to proceed in charge of them, with directions to deliver them over to 
your custody. A dista»nt relation of Omed Khan’s has also surrendered him¬ 
self into my hands, and will be’sent to Baroda by the same opportunity. 

5. I have found it necessary temporarily to withdraw the post at Mangrolee 
to Nandod, the escort ^o be sent with the Chiefs reducing the detachment at 
the latter place to a very few men. 

6. All the Mehwasce Chiefs having now submitted, it will be comparatively 
easy for the Gaekwar and Rajpeepla local officers to preserve the peace of 
the country; and, in my humble judgment, no absolute necessity will now 
exist for the Tullukwara Detachment being still maintained to assist them. 
It will be necessary, however, for them to be vigilant in suppressing any petty 
disturbances which may be committed by the Mehwasee villages, which 
cannot be expected to cease at once. I have made the necessary arrange¬ 
ments with this Government, and hope that those which have been issued 
by the Gaekwar Government may be repeated on the withdrawal of the 
detachment, should such be deemed safe and practicable. 

7. In conclusion, I have much pleasure in bringing to your notice th^ 
great assistance I have derived fiom Purvoodas, the Karbaree of tins 
Government, throughout my proceedings with the Mehwasees; and it is 
chiefly to this aid I r^ust attribute their successful termination. The con¬ 
tingent expenses which have been incurred, are very trifling considering the 
importance of the objects gained, and, with the exception of a few presents 
I have made to persons whom I found useful, have been defrayed by this 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willocghby, First Assistant Resident, 

on Deputation. 

Camp Nandod, Itli February 1824. 


Political Department. 

From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

Dated IfltA March 1824. 

Sib, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 22nd 
of last month, forwarding copy of one from your Assistant, on deputation 
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in Rajpeepla, reporting the unconditional surrender, of Bajee Saitnen, this 
Mehwasee Chief, and of that cff a relation of Omed Khan, another of the 
Chiefs, whose surrender had been previoOfly reported. 

, 2. The Governor in Council fully participates in ali the terms of commen¬ 
dation bestowed by you on the successful resultoflVIr, Willoughby’s proceedings, 
and he begs that you will convey to that gentleman the expression of his 
entire approbation. , 

3. It affords the Governor in Council much satisfaction that you liave thus 
been enabled to withdraw the detachment from Tullukwai'a. 

4. Adverting to the concluding paragraph of your Jetter, I am directed to 
state, that it will be very gratifying to the Governor in Council to be 
informed, that the Raja of Rajpeepla has rewarded the services of his Minister 
with a grant of a small village in Inam, as appears to have been long contem¬ 
plated ; and, as far as the sanction of this Goveuinient is necessary, the 
arrangement has its entire concurrence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Nkwnham, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 16</t March 1824. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Resident *at Baroda. 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated \Ath April 1825. 

Sin,—I have much satisfaction in forwarding the enclosed copy of a letter 
from Mr. Willoughby, on deputation in Rajpeepla, reporting the completion 
(on the part of the Gaekwar Government) by that gentleman of an arrange¬ 
ment securing the quiet and permanent settlement of the three Geerasia Chiefs 
so long in confincnqpnt at Baroda. This appears to have been framed with 
great care, and attention to the preservation of both the rights of the Govern¬ 
ment and those of the Geerasias, and in all re.Hpects is as favourable to the 
Ja.tter as they had any title to expect. All exces.ses, encroachments, or disputes 
nave, as far as the nature of events.will admit, been guarded against, and the 
securities are sufficiently respectable to warrant the indulgence of an expecta¬ 
tion that this settlement will be lasting. Mr. Willoughby s conduct in the 
discharge of the various duties entrusted to him has, on many occasions, attracted 
the favourable notice of the Honorable the Governor in Council, and he has 
now the merit of having, as far as depended upon his own exertions, laid the 
foundation of a system (which was commenced in Rajpeepla by that gentle¬ 
man) which promises to introduce into those jungles habits of peaceful industry, 
where for a series of years the mD#t criminal excesses had been perpetrated 
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with impunity/from the natural strength of the country enabling the Mehwa- 
sees to bid defiance to the irregular bands of the Gaekwar, and where the 
most notorious offenders found a sSfeure asylum. An important benefit has 
been conferred by these arrangements upon the Honorable Company’s subjects 
in the Broach Purguna, who, as the records of that Zilla for the last ten years 
abundantly • testify, were con,tinually subjected to severe loss in lives and 
property from the bavditti who lived unmolested in those fastnesses, from 
which a British detachment alone, after a considerable period, could entirely 
dislodge them. The Gaekwar and Rajpeepla subjects also participate in the 
benefit resulting from jUie perfection of this settlement. It is only requisite 
for me to add, that I fully concur in all the observations contained in the 
despatch, and that I entertain a confident expectation that the arrangement 
above reported will meet with the approbation of the'Honorable the Governor 
in Council 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 14t/t April 1825. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant Resident on Deputation, 
To J. Williams, Esq., Resident, &c. &c., Baroda. 

.Dated 6th April 1825. 

Sia,—I have now the honour to report the particulars of the arrangement 
efi'ected with the three Melnvasee Chiefs of Tullukvvara lately in confinement 
at Baroda. That it was not in my power to recommend their enlargement at 
an earlier period is, you are aware, solely to be attributed to either their inabi¬ 
lity, or disinclination, to furnish until now good and efficient security for the 
due performance of their engagements. 

2. The three bonds now forwarded arc (with one exception to be noted) 
of a similar nature. Translation of the one, therefore, entered into with Dajee 
Daimen, the principal Chief, and his brother Vujoo Daimen, is only necessary 
and the remarks I shall now make will at once explain the nature of the three. 

3. The engagement, consisting of seven Articles, after premising that it is 
entered into by the above two Chiefs for themselves and for their families, 
relations, and dependants, and alluding briefly to the circumstances which led 
to their coming to Baroda, stipulates in the 1st Article that the subscribing 
parties will for the future conduct themselves as peaceable Ryuts-; will cease 
to commit depredations or make disputes with any one ; and will obey the 
orders they may receive from the Thanas, or Detachments of Governmlht 
troops, wtpeh at present or in future may exist. 
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4. The 2n(l Article provides for the payment of the revenue, and rights o 
every description, vvhich may be justly due td Government by the contracting 
parties. j 

6. The 3rd Article binds them to abide by and agree to jvhatever settle¬ 
ment may be made by Government of such of their rights, lands, and claims 
in the Gaekwar and Rajpeepla territory, as c/n inquiry may be found to 
be just. 

6. The 4th Article renounces the right to all Gecras (not hereditary) 
which the parties may have established by lending money to diflerent 
villages; promises to agree to any arrangement vvhich may be made for the 
re-payment ol tire latter; and to cease from making any dispute, interference, 
or expense with any village direct, but to submit any which may arise for 
the arbitration of Government and abide by its decision. 

7. The 6th Article stipulates for the restoration of all villages and lands 
the parties may have illegally ‘become possessed of, and prohibits them in 
future from acquiring villages, lands, Pusaeetaor Gecras, either by purchase, 
mortgage, or gift, without the ])ermission of Government. 

8. The 6th Article proliibits the contracting parties from associating with 
or in the slightest degree liarboming oiiUuvvs and other disturbers of the 
public peace; binds them, if it is in their power, to *leliver all such persons 
over to the custody of Government; makes thorn answerable for the claims 
upon such characters, together with a line for associating with them; and 
stipulates that robbers traced to their villages arc to be tracc<l on to the next, 
or produced with the property they may have stolen. 

9. The 7th and last Article stipulates that Ilajeo Dainien is to reside at 
Baroda ^ five years, from the date of the .Tgrecment, as security for its 
observance, at the expiration of which it will rest with Government to annul 
or prolong this obligation, with reference to the manner in whicli the parties 
may in the mean time have conducted themselves. 

10. The agreement concludes by the contracting parties promising tosnfler 
any punishment Government may think fit to award for the infraction of their 
engagements, for the performance of which their Wuttnn, or entire estate, is 
'pledged as security. A Buroot of the Baroda Piirguna has become jierpetual 
security for their good behaviour, as well as for their personal appearance 
whenever such is required. The counter-secuiitics are the 1 hakoors ol Ahmod 
and Wiijeeria. The first, from his character and connection with the British 
Government, is most unexceptionable; the second is a petty (vliief, pqsses.sing 
several villages in the Tullukwara Purguna, tlie principal of whicli is \\ ujeeria, 
aiid also bears a fair character. 

If. : I am not aware that any further remarks aj-e required in elucidation of 
this settlement. The provisions oS the bond are as just as they are strict, and 
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the securities exacted are as binding as could have been procured from persons 
of the class of the parties conceriled. The objects mainly kept in view in fram¬ 
ing the engagement were, 1st, to work a reformatioh in the habits of the parties; 
to do justice to |hem by securing their rights, and justice to others by causing 
them to restore whatever possessiorvs they had illegally possessed themselves 
of;*2nd, to deprive outlaws and other ill-disposed persons in future finding an 
asylum they have so long obtained in the intricate jungles and fastnesses occupied 
by the Tullukwara Meliwasees, at the same time putting an end to the depreda¬ 
tions of the latter so loUg carried on with impunity to the serious detriment of 
the peaceably disposed; and 3rd, to prevent the necessity of Government being 
again obliged to put itself to the expense and inconvenience of adopting military 
measures for their suppression. Time alone will show whether these objects are 
attained. The parties to the present engagement have never been before tried, 
and it would be unsafe to place much reliance in their p'rotestations, which are 
urgent and of a favourable nature. They have,*however, felt severely the effects 
of their former misconduct, and I rely with more cohfidence to the fear they 
entertain of future punishment in case of misbehaviour, than on any written 
bond they might subscribe to. 

12. With reference to the 3rd and 4th Articles of the bond, I beg to state 
that the rights therein alluded to are in a train of investigation and settlement. 
I shall not, however, be able finally to report ui)on them until I return to 
Baroda, a portion of the rights being claimed from the Gaekwar territory, an 
admission of which on the part of the Baroda Durbar is necessary prior to 
final adjustment. All villages and other rights to which an undisputed title 
is proved, will be restored with the least possible delay. 

13. With reference to the 7th Article, I beg to observe, that I snould not 
deem it necessary that it be at all times strictly enforced ; on the contrary, I 
should think that Bajee Daimen might occasionally be permitted to visit his 
villages, and that his being allowed to do so might be attended with beneficial 
efiPects. I thought it, however, most advisable that the stijmlatipn for his 
residence at Baroda (which I conceive to bo the most important of the whole) 
should be made without any reservation, so that his visiting his villages might 
be made entirely an act of grace and favour. I should however suggest, 
whenever permission h) the above effect is granted, that from prudential 
motives his brother or some member of his family should reside at Baroda 
during his absence. 

14. Bonds of an exactly similar nature to the above have been taken 
from Omed Khan and Nusseer Khan, with the exception that they are not 
required, to reside at Baroda. The same Baroot who has become security 
for Bajee Daimen, has und^ taken a similar responsibility on their account. The 
counter-securities are the Thakoorof Wujeos ia before alluded to, Bajee Daimen, 
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and his brother Vujoo'Daimen, which is (he best they were able to furnish ; and 
taking into consideration the connection which exists between the three agree¬ 
ments, I think it is perfectly sajisfuctory. 

' I have the hunour to he, iic. 

(Signed) J. P. WiLLOucnny, Pirst Assistant Hc-ident, 
Camp Talluhwara, 6th April 1825, on Deputation. 


Translation of a Furl Zaniin Fond taken hy J. F, IVi/lonylihi/, Estjiiirej for 
the Oaehtvar Government, from Bajce Faimeii and Vnjoo Daime.n, Mch-‘ 
wasees of Tulluhvarn, inchidhuj their Families, Relations, ami Dependants, 
dated the \Ath of Falyoon-Sood, Sunivut 18H1, correspondiny irith the 18r/t 
March 1825. 

In consequence of our improper conduct coming to the notice of Govern- 
ment, a force was equipped against us, which iiitlicfcd jninisliiucnt upon us. 
Now through the beneficence of Government wo have hceu dirc(;ted to ic-inha- 
bit our villages, and to conduct ourselves properly lor the future, according to 
the orders of Government, after the manner of Hyuts. Agreeing to this order, 
we, of our free will and pleasure, and in our right senses, subscribe to the 
undermentioned Articles of agreement:— 

Article I.—We will reside in the country belonging to tlie Government 
after the manner of Ryuts, and transact our business in an equilalric way. 
We will not commit any depredations, or make any dispute with any one 
i;esidingin the districts of the Gaekwar Government, of the Honorable Company, 
of Rajpeepla, Chota Oodepoor, Gurh, or any other Talookdar. We will act 
in obedience to the instructions ofth'eThauas of Government which at present 
exist, or may in future exist. 

Article II.—We will pay whatever revenue is due on account of (he villages 
of Tullukwara belonging to Government, and will pay, according to the custom 
of the district, the levies put upon Oopurwureea laud, besides Salamee and 
Babtees according to annual custom. 

Article III.—We have given to Mr. Willoughby a written paper giving 
an account of our just rights, lands, and claims u[)on peusons residing in the 
districts of the Gaekwar Government and Rajpeepla. In whatever manner 
Government may arrange *such of these as on inquiry shall appear to ba 
just, we will agree to the same for ourselves and posterity from genersttion to 
generation ; according to this settlement we will abide, and receive whatever 
Gov*ernment may choose to give us. 

Artic^.b IV.—In several villages we have lent money and taken writing* 
for Geeras in lieu thereof. We admit that we have no claim for the Geeraa in 
99r 
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qiies'Jon, and we will agree to whatever arrangement Government may make 
for the repayment of such sums we have lent as on inquiry may be found to 
be just. From this time we will not make^any dispute on the subject with 
the inhabitants of the villages in question. In future, if any dispute arise with 
any one regarding money transactions, we will petition the Government and 
act according to its order respecting the same. We will not directly make 
any dispute in future ,\vith the inhabitants of the villages, and not take more 
than that awarded to us by the Government arrangement; nor will we cause 
expense to fall upon any village ourselves direct. 

Article V.—W'e will restore whatever villages and lands situated in the 
districts of Government, or in those of the Talookdars, we may be found to 
have unjustly possessed ourselves, of, wlien Government gives an order to that 
effect. In future we will not, without the permission of Government, either 
take on mortgage, buy, or receive as a gift, villages, lands, Pusaeeta or Geeras, 
from any one. 

Article VI.—We will not associate with rebels and disturbers of the public 
peace of the districts of the Gaekwar and the Honorable Cpnipany, of Rajpeepla 
and the other Talookdars. We will not afford them an asylum, or permit any 
one to harbour them in our villages, or give them food, or allow any one to do 
so. If we are able, we will seize and deliver them over to the custody of 
Government. If it is proved that we do associate with any person of the 
above description, we will become answerable for the claims upon him and for 
a find'for .doing so. If any robber is tiaced to our villages, we will carry on 
the trace to the next village, and establish the same upon itj otherwise we will 
produce the criminal and restore the property stolen. 

Article VII.—To satisfy Government for the due performance of the above 
written articles, Ilujee Daimen agrees to reside at Baroda for a period of 
five years from this date, living upon his own means. If it appears to the 
satisfaction of Government, in the course of five years, that we act in 
conformity to the above written agreement, and no infringement of the same 
occurs, then whatever orders Government may issue regarding releasing the 
hostage will be obeyed by us. In conformity to this writing he will remain 
as a hostage. 

In this manner seven Articles of agreement have been written. If any 
infraction of the same take place from this time, whatever punishment 
Government may award we will agree to. For tliis agreement our Wuttun 
(estate) and Geeras are security ; Rowjee Bawa Gymulsing Baroot, inhabitant 
of the village of Taijoolja, of the Baroda Purguna, is perpetual security both 
for our good behaviour according to what is writtten above and for our personal 
appearance; and Rana Abehsiug of the Kusbaof Ahmood, and Rhatore Sahib 
Khan of Wujeeria, are counter-securitiee for the same. In conformity with 
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vdiat is written above they will act, and cause us to act ; they, will be 
answerable for claims upon us, and cause us’also to be so. 

(Signed) For Bajee Daimen, by the Mehta of the Thakoor of Alimood. 
„ For Vujoo Daimen, by ditto. 

Raojee Baroot. 

„ Rana Abehsinu (by hw Karbaree Mehta Hurry Ram Dyararo), 
„ Rana Kesreesing Sujan Sing. 

,, Saheb Khan, Thakoor of VVujeeria. 


From W. Newnham, Esq,, Chief Secretary to Covernmont, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 25th April 1825. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated-the 
14th instant, with its enclosure from your Assist.nnt on deputation in Rajpcepla, 
stating that an arrangement has been completed (on the part of the (lackwar 
Government) for securing the quiet and portnanent settlement of the three 
Geerasia Chiefs so long in conlinennint at n.iroda, and t(>ac<piaint you that the 
Governor in Council approves of Mr. Willoughby’s proceedings us reported 
in his despatch. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. ISewnham, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 2oih April 1825. 


Po.LrricAi. Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

. Dated lS//i April 1825. 

Sir, —^The enclosed correspondence will, perhaps, induce the Honorable 
the Governor in Council to approve of my obtaining tire acfpiiescence of 
the Gaekwar Government to my First Assistant; Mr. Willoughby, while on 
deputation, inquiring into and settling the claim of the Bliecls of tiie Wn.sravee 
Purguna, belonging to His Highness the Gaekwar. While the present system 
of violence and deceit is pursued, no alteration in the habits of these people 
can be expected. I do not wish to interfere with tlie internal management of 
the Gaekwar district, but solely to mediate an arrangement between this class 
and their ruler, which it would be our duty to see properly attended to by 
both parties. I anticipate no objection from tliis Government, as His High¬ 
ness himself some time back spoke to me on the subject, in consequence of my 
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bringing to his notice some complaint from the Agent to the Honorable tke 
Governor at Surat. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident at Baroda. 
Baroda Residency, 18t/i April \H25. 


From J. P. WiLLOuGiiMY, Esq., Assistant Resident on Deputation, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

' Dated 8iA April 1825. 

Sin,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 4th instant, with its enclosures; and in obedience to your instructions, I 
have, without delay, comiiicnced a coriespoudcuce with Mr. Romer direct, 
upon the subject of the complaints lately preferred by the Raja of Mandvee 
against the Bheels of Wusraveeand Rajpeopla. 

2. The enclosed copy of my letter to Mr.. Romer of this day’s date, will 
inform you of the measures I have adopted with tlie Bhcel Chieftains Kooer 
and Ryesingjee. 1 deem it very unfortunate that the Raja’s complaint is 
couched in such general terms, no specific act of aggression committed by the 
above Chiefs being urged against them. The former being at the time in my 
camp, denied (as was to bo exjrected) the charge in toto, and the latter will 
doubtless do the same. In the absence of all proof I am obliged, for the 
present, to content myself with adopting measures to prevent the Raja sus¬ 
taining further injury, the nature of which is fully explained in my letter to 
Mr. Romer, to which I beg leave to refer. 

3. In the 2nd paragraph I have stated it to be my opinion (and I think 
you will admit on good grounds) that the evil complained of principally origi¬ 
nates from, the unsettled condition of the Wusravee district. The excuse 
urged by the manager qf the Attaveesee is by no means well grounded. I do 
not think unassisted he would be able to make the arrangements necessary to 
put an end to the evil altogether. By maintaining, however,.a proper force 
(which it is not his immediate interest as fanner to do) to jiunish the guilty 
and protect the innocent, I liave no doubt he himself might greatly check the 
excess complained of. The exactions, oppression, and bad faith which Native 
managers almost without exception are guilty of, added to the natural habits 
of the Bheels, are no doubt the permanent causes from whence these excesses 
originate. The prevailing scarcity may be stated to be an additional, though 
(it is to be hoped) temporary, incitement to their commission. 

4. Being directed to suggest such measures as appear to me likely to 
provide a remedy for the evils complained of, I would recommend that security 
bonds be taken from all the Bheel villages of the Wusravee district, tlie 
nature of which might be similar to those, which exist in Rajpeepla; these 
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From experience having been found to answer. The Gaekwar Govertiment 
sometime since hinted, through its Minister, Wittul Rao Dewajee, not only 
that it would not object to, but that it was even anxious such an arrangement 
should be eft’ected under your superintendence, or that of any one Government 
niiglit select for that, purpose, observing that it should not be confined to 
Wusravee, but extended to the whole of the Sura’t Attaveesee. 

5. There cannot, however, be a doubt that the measure above proposed 
would altogether fail to attain the objects in view, if the local manager was 
subsequently left the same liberty he now possesscs’to oppress these rude 
tribes. If no check were imposed to prevent his doiiyj so for the future, the 
only effect would be to place them for a time more iu his power, and, by a 
necessary consequence, increase the extent and frequency of his exactions, 
whiph at present are only limited in proportion to his means for enforcing them. 
It would appear to me, therefore, to be bad policy consenting to assist the 
Gaekwar’s Government in making a permanent settlement witli the Bheels in 
question, uncoupled with a stipulation that such suj)crvision be subsequently 
vested in the British Government, as would prevent tlieir being oppressed and 
tyrannized over, and driven, as an only resource for a livelihood, to resume 
their usual predatory life. In the absence of such a proviso, I may, moreover, 
observe, that the humanity of the measure, as far as the Bheels themselves are 
concerned, (it being calculated to affect them in the manner I have hinted at) 
might with some show of reason be called iu question. 

6. It is no part of my duty to give an opinion whether such jntorforcnce 
would be compatible with the nature of the present connection whicli exists 
between the two Governments; this is a point to be left to the decision of my 
superiors. I cannot, however, avoid observing, that such an arrangement 
would tend evidently to the advantage of both Governments; to the peace and 
tranquillity of the districts of both; and to the consequent welfare and benefit 
of the subjects of both. 

7. In conclusion I must observe, that a detachmentof British troops would 
be required fo carry into effect the measures recommended, which necessity, 
in the present demand which exists for their services, must, I fear, prevent their 
early adoption. 

I have, &'c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident 

Camp Tullukwara, 8th April 1825. on Deputation. 

From 3. P. Willoughby, Esq., First Assistant Resident on Deputation, 
To J. Romeb, Esq., Agent to the Honorable the Governor at Surat, 

Dated 8th April 1825. 

SiE,—*•! have been furnished by the Resident at Baroda with copy of your 
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letter dated the 30th ultimo, forwarding a complaint preferred by the Raja of 
Mandvee, relating to the injury his territory is suffering from depredations 
committed by the Bheels of the district of Wusravee, belonging to the Gaekwar, 
aided by those dependent on the Bheel Chieftains Kooer and Ryesingjee, 
subject to the Rajpeepla Government; arid I lose no iime in conforming to 
the instructions I have received to correspond direct with you on the subject. 

2. I must premise ^by informing you that the injury complained of, to my 
certain knowledge, principally originates from Wusravee. The Bheels of that 
district have long been notorious offenders; they are- under no check wliatever; 
no security for their good behaviour exists; and it-is not the apparent interest 
of the farmer to maintain such a force as would efficiently keep them in due 
subjection. Such being my conviction, it is with great regret that I am onable 
(in the absence of due authority) to adopt immediate measures for bringing 
them under proper restraint. I have been directed by the Resident to report 
the measures which the case appears to render expedient, and I do not ap|)re- 
hend any difficulty will occur in obtaining the consent of the Baroda Durbar 
to their early adoption. 

3. Although I feel myself fully warranted in expressing the above opinion, 
I would by no means wish to be understood to imply the complaint against the 
Rajpeepla Bheel Chieftains to be without foundation. I know their character 
too well, to involve myself by ma,king a pledge to the contrary in their behalf; 
still, however, there is a material difference in their situation, compared with 
that of the Wusravee Bheels, for, as I. shall now proceed to show, security has 
been taken from them, and other subsidiary measures have been adopted to 
keep them under control. 

4. Kooer Wussawa, after having been long celebrated for the extent, 
frequency, and daring of bis depredations, finally submitted to the terms pre¬ 
scribed to him in February 182’2, and as the shortest mode of acquainting you 
with the nature of the arrangement he then agreed to, I enclose copy of my 
letter to the Resident at Baroda reporting its conclusion. 

5. Aithough security was taken from him for the due fulfilment of his 
engagement, 1 did not rely so much upon it as upon other measures adopted 
(and detailed in my letters) to ensure this desirable object. These arrange¬ 
ments continue to exist, and I still look to them as more likely to restrain 
Kooer from returning to his former habits than any security he could give me. 
I am happy to add, the objects of the engagement have at least been partially 
obtained, for since its existence, a period now upwards of three years, I have 
received no complaints of any consequence against him, with the exception of 
those from Mandvee. 

6. This Chieftain is fortunately now in my camp. On informing him of the 
accusation I had received against him, as was to be expected he denied its 



783 


truth in toto, and no specific depredation committed by him being alluded to 
in the Raja’s letter, which is couched in the most general terms, it will be 
evident that I could not contest the point with him, and was obliged to take 
his assertion a^,present for granted. The case would have been very different 
had the Raja furnished any detail of the’acts of aggression committed. 

.7. Finding myself in t^is jvredicament, I was obliged to content myself 
with taking from Kooer a written paper (copy of which is annexed) containing, 
1st, the’disavowal he had previously made (verbally) of the charge preferred 
against him, and agreeing to become responsible if it should be proved ; 2nd, 
promising, on the part of himself and dependants, not to commit any depreda¬ 
tion in future in the Raja’s territories; 3rd, agreeing to preserve the peace of 
the district of Peepulwaroon, belonging to Mandvee, on receiving the stipulated 
allowance of Rs..480 per annum j 4th and lastly, consenting to furnish 
satisfactory security for performing the obligations devolving on him on under¬ 
taking the office of guardian of the district in question. 

8. The first stipulation was made, to be enforced in ca%e you deem it 
advisable to recommend the Raja of Mandvee to claim compensation for 
any acts of aggression he may be able to prove against Kooer; and the second 
to prevent their recurrence. In reference to the third, it is necessary to 
observe, that it only embraces one of the Raja’s districts, to which alone 
Kooer states his responsibility extends, the truth or falsehood of which can 
be only ascertained from the Raja. The fourth stipulation is to be conformed 
to with as little delay as possible. I do not think I should be able.to persuade 
Kooer to proceed in person to Surat: he possesses a greater degree of 
suspicion and distrust than the generality of his caste, to whom such feelings 
afe so peculiar. I should therefore suggest (if you see no objection) the 
arrangement be finally concluded by mysellj as I have naturally succeeded 
in inspiring him with some degree of confidence in the intercourse I have had 
with him. 

9. Should you concur in opinion on this point, I shall be obliged to you 
to acquaint me whether the Raja admits tliat Kooer’s resjionsibility simpljt' 
extends to the district of Peepulw'aroon, and whetlier he admits the amount 
of annual compensation claimed for performing the duties it entails on him. 

I should also wish to be favoured with information respecting the channel 
through which you propose the latter should be paid on security being furnish¬ 
ed, whether direct by the Raja, through you at Surat, or through the Resi¬ 
dent at Baroda. 

10. In the event, however of your deeming it requisite that the settlement 
should be concluded at Surat, I can only suggest that an agent on the part 
of the Chief should wait-on you for this purpose, as I do not think I could 
(for the reason assigned) persuade him personally to attend. 
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H. With reference to Ryesingjee, 1 shall commence by observing that I 
consider it much more likely for liim secretly to connive at and perhaps parti¬ 
cipate in the profits arising from the depredations complained of, than Kooer 
Wussawa. His districts are contiguous to that of Wusravee, and he is 
connected more or less with the w'orst characters residing in the latter. I 
have observed that the Raja of Mandvee always ^uples the names of Kooer 
and Ryesingjee together. This, 1 conceive, may be an error, for although they 
are connected by marriage, a domestic quarrel has arisen between them ; they 
never meet; and if my information is correct, have little, if any, communication 
with each other. It ^oes not follow, therefore, that either party is to be 
considered implicated in the misdeeds of the other. 

12. I enclose copy of my letter reporting the arrangement effected with 
Ryesingjee, dated 25lh February 1822. I do this with the same view as that 
with which the engagement of the other Chieftain is enclosed, considering such 
will at once apprise you of what has already been effected to ensure their good 
conduct, and enable you to suggest any other measures for adoption likely to 
tend to the same object. I need not add that your suggestions will meet with 
every attention and my best endeavours with this Government to give effect 
to them. 

13. . The security offered by Ryesingjee I consider to be efficient, and if I 
fail in obtaining redress to the Raja of Mandvee from this Chief direct, I hope 
to do so through other means. I have the pleasure to enclose copy of a letter 
addressed , at my suggestion to Ryesingjee by this Government, calling upon 
him to answer the complaint made against him, together with copy of one to 
the Tbanadar of the district under whose authority he is in some measure 
placed. These letters appear to me to embrace everything necessary, under 
present circumstances, to ensure justice being done. The manner in which 
they may be received will enable me to determine if any ulterior proceedings 
are requisite. 

14. Should the conciliatory measure adopted with the two Chieftains, 
ICooer and Ryesingjee, finally fail in inducing them to amend, there only 
remains one alternative, that of reducing them vi et armis ; a remedy, however, 
which the present reduced state of the troops at Baroda will not, I well know, 
admit of being immediately resorted to. I should hope such will not become 
necessary, and should be the first to deprecate reporting to such an extremity, 
until the necessity was beyond doubt apparent. Although I feel well assured 
that the Bheels are a tribe who can only be reformed by first resorting to 
conciliatory and mild measures, and, on their failure, to others of exactly an 
opposite nature, 1 should be very unwilling, in the present instance, to believe 
that the latter were necessary, apprehending, as I do, that such* would be the 
signal for/ilhe rising* in rebellion of the oreftter nart of the Bheel noDulation of 
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these districts. I am sanguine tliat the measures now adopted will prevent 
such necessity. Ryesingjee, I have very little doubt, secretly encourages others 
to commit depiedations, and may, moreover, share in the profit accruing from 
the same, lie has, however, I believe, too much at stake, openly himscll'to 
commit them and bid defiance to (.lovemnient: he derivi^s eoiisiderable profit 
from cultivation and other peaceable occupations,’and his villages are in good 
condition, taking into consideration the lax aiitliority they are subject to. Of 
the continued good conduct and rerorination of Koocr I'am still hojieful, more 
particularly as I am now engaged in the pleasing duty oVrestoring to him some 
ancient rights, wbicb will add to other motives wbicb exist, to induce him to 
pursue a jicaccable course of life. 

15. Although I have tresjiassed iqion your lime at considerable length, I 
must briefly allude to the village of Whintia Sagh belonging to ibis (iovern- 
ment, of the misconduct of wbicb 1 am well awaic. 1'hi-. village is >ituat,ed 
in a place of considerable natural stienglli, in ilie midst of lliick pinclc. I 
recommended to this (Jovcmnn’iit the adoption of niea>nres for its siili|i’clion, 
as the inliahitants would not b (■ar r(Mso!i, un<l the coniplainis against them 
were numerous and well founded. About thistinie last year tliese uaue eariied 
into execution; the oirendeis, howeier, at the time esca|)e(I, but tin ir w ives 
and families were apprehended. 'I'lie l illage, aceoiding to iS'ative cnsloni, 
(wbicb on general jnineiph’S is miieb to be eondeiuned) was burnt to the gioimd. 
Eventually, in consequence of the appn beiision ot tlieii iuuolies, llm princi¬ 
pal ofi'enders surrendered tbemselvos, were lined, and gave as seeuritv for tlu ir 
future good beluiviour the I'dieel Ebief Hyesingjee. I trouh!.' you willi thesf^ 
details, to convince you that there exists no backwardness on liie jiart of Ibis 
Government to do what it can to du ck the dejiredations ol tin; ill-ilisposed. 

1 have reason to believe that the inhabitants of llie above village have again 
resumed their former occupations, and, in cmiseipienee, Inue suggestml to this 
Government the expediency ol instituting an inq dry on tin; subject, iiiid call- 
ing upon their security to answer whatever complaints may by the icsult be 
proved to be well founded. 

1 have, (kc. 

(Signed) J. T’. WiLLornn'iv, First Assistant Ifesidenf, 

Camp Tulhtliwara, m April 1^25. on JJ-putation. 

POLITIC.VI. DcUAItTMENT. 

From J. WiLi.iAMs, Esq., Resident at Raroda, 

To J. P. WiLLOUGiiiiv, Estp, First Assistant on Reputation, Rajpeepla. 

Dated 4//i y\pril 1S'J5. 

Sir, —The enclosed copy of a letter from the Agent to the Honorable the 
Governor at Surat, would seem to*i'efer the inability of the Gaekwur managei 
lOOr 
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of the Attaveesee to control the Wusravee Bbeels, to assistance afforded by 
similar classes situated within the Rajpeepla dependencies, who, from their 
vicinity to Wusravee, are said to be active in opposing any measures adopted 
for preserving public tranquillity. Although I attach small credit to this re¬ 
presentation of the Gaekwar manager, I think it right to forward it to you, and 
request you will take such steps as, in your judgment, the case, if true, may 
require, and correspond direct with Mr. Romer on the subject. I shall be 
happy to receive any su^igestion which may occur to you respecting the better 
management of the Wusravee district of the Gaekwar, being convinced that the 
excesses complained of principally take their rise in the unjust and oppressive 
conduct of the Gaekw'ar officers and their total disregard of the rights of the 
Bhecl, and the uniform harsh, and, I will add, generally faithless treatment the 
latter have experienced from them. 

I have, (See. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, Ath April 1825. 


From J. Romer, Esq., Agent to the Governor at Surat, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

, Dated ZQth March 1825. 

Sir, —I do myself the honour to forward to you the enclosed copy of a 
letter from the Raja of Mandvee, relating to the serious loss and damage his 
district has lately sustained, from the predatory incursions of Bheels from the 
Wusravee Purguna and the Rajpeepla country, and stating his apprehensions 
of more extensive plundering being in contemplation by the Wussavvas Rye- 
singjee and Kooer. 

The S ursooba of the Attaveesee has, at my request, made some attempts to 
control the Wusravee Bheels, but without effect, for he has at last given me 
to understand, that from the contiguity of most of the Wusravee Wussawas’ 
villages to Rajpeepla, they had no difficulty in evadmg his endeavours to seize 
them, or to make them furnish good security. 

I have offered Kooer, on the part of the Raja of Mandvee, the regular 
discharge of his Rukhawalee allowance, upon his giving security to perform 
the obligations of it better than he has done; but it is not probable he will 
return to his duty while his secret connexion with Ryesingjee and the 
Wusravee Wussawas makes it more profitable to join in plundering the 
Mandvee district, than to exert himself in protecting it. 

Ryesingjee and Kooer have given security to the Rajpeepla State I believe, 
but to what particular object their obligations extend I do not know. I would 
however hope, that through your good offices with the managers of that State, 
as well as with the administration of His Highness the Gaekwar, such orders 



may be given and measures adopted, in Rajpeepla and Wusravee, as slmil 
tend to preserve the Mandvee Purguna not only from the threatened attack, but 
lead to the establishment of some efficient control over the lawless population 
of both districts, from which the subjects of the Raja of Mandvee have suffered 
so severely. 

I have, iSL'c. 

(Signed) J. RomlH, Agent to the Governor. 

Surat, 30i/t March 1825. 


PoUTICAL DkpAUTMENT. 

From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, llombay. 

To the Resident at Baroda. 

Dated April 1825. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
18th instant, forwarding copy of your correspondence willi your Assi.stant on 
deputation in Rajpeepla, and the Agent at Surat, relative to the adjustment of 
the claims of the Bheels of the Wusravee Purguna, and to accpiaint you 
that the Governor in Council approves of the measures you have proposed 
for the settlement of these claims, provided the free consent of IheGaekwar 
be obtained. 

I have the honour to be, iSic. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 29th April 1825. 
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MK. WILLOUGHBY’S SETJLEMENTS WITH THE MEUWASEE 
CHIEFS OF TULLUKWARA. 


From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

, Dated 2%tli April 1825. 

Sir, —I have considerable satisfaction in transmitting, for the information 
of the Honorable the Governor in Council, copy of a very interesting despatch 
from Mr. Willoughby,, dated the 2Gth instant, wherein, after reporting the 
nature of the securities he has taken from the whole of the Mehwasee Chiefs 
of Tullukwara, on the same principle as those furnished by Bajee Daimen* and 
his associates, he draws my attention to the circumstances of seven or eight 
Chiefs tributary or connected with the Gaekwar Government. These are in a 
deplorable state at i)resent; but the country thc;y inhabit is so strong by nature, 
and affords such facility to the escape of phindercrs, that any arrangement 
which would tend to the amelioration of the classes dwelling therein would be 
advisable: if not, we may c.vpect to be again called upon by the Gaekwar 
Government to aft’ord our aid in chastising these i)eoplo, as wuis the case two 
years back, when large Detachments were employed for a considerable period 
without effecting the object of inducing the submission of the Mehvvasecs, 
which only took place on Mr. Willoughby’s repairing in person, w’hen, from 
the influence he possessed from his acquaintance with the head of the Geerasias 
during his successive deputations to Ifajpecpla, they were prevailed upon 
unconditionally to surrender. 

2. The petty Chiefs arc situated in the Kewa Kanta; in respect to them 
it now becomes indisjrensable that some arrangements for their supervision by 
Briti.sh authority should, as soon as practicable, take effect. Previous to entering 
upon this subject, it is incumbent upon me in the strongest terms to express my 
conviction of the value of the services rendered by Mr. Willoughby to both 
Governments during the time of his supervision of the llajpeepla Government, 
or for a period of upwards of five years. 

3. The late settlement of the Mehvvasees has been completed after much 
personal labour, and is entitled to high commendation. His Highness the 
Gaekwar has expressed his satisfaction at the arrangement, and I entertain not 
the slightest doubt of his ready acquiescence in the extension of the system to 
the other Chiefs mentioned, even if they had not been included in the arrange¬ 
ments which transferred the Mahee Kanta and Katteewar tributaries to the 
control of the British Government in 1820. That they have hitherto been 

* Vide pages 777 to 779 this Selection. 
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overlooked is no reason why they should be excluded from the benefit of this 
measure, of which they appear fully sensible from the petitions of the Rana of 
Mandwa and Thakoor of Gurh, referred to in Mr. Willoughby’s despatch, 

4. Should the Honorable the Governor in Council sanction the adoption 
of the plan proposed in regard to the Chiefs mentioned in the 10th para, of 
Mr. Willoughby’s despatch, the whole tract 6f country extending from the 
western boundary of Rajpeepla to Chota Oodepoor to the east, and from the 
Taptee to the south and Nerbudda on the north, woiild be efficiently superin¬ 
tended. The advantages of such a general settlerfient are too manifest to 
require particular remark, and 1 beg leave to request the attention of Govern¬ 
ment in particular to the 7th, 11th, and 12th paras, of ?he despatch, as contain¬ 
ing the fullest information on the points submitted ; and it otdy remains for me 
to add, that I entirely coincide in the suggestions and views of my Assistant. It 
will not, however, 1 trust, be considered presumption on my part, if I respect¬ 
fully intimate that, in myjudgment, the labour and exertions of Mr. Willoughby 
in the performance of the extra duties entrusted to his charge, arising out of the 
nature of ourconnection with theGaekwar and his tributaries, have not been com¬ 
pensated in a degree commensurate with the anxiety and toil they have occasioned. 

5. The Agent employed in assisting the Palilunpoor Government in the 
conduct of its affair.s, from the first received an allowance "from that Govern¬ 
ment; and latterly, since the petty Chiefs on the north-western frontiers have 
come under our protection. Government have been pleased to grant that 
officer an additional allowance. 1 may, moreover, add that the,precedent at 
Palilunpoor has often been quoted by the Raj|)eepla Government, accompanied 
by a wish on its part to follow it, which is of itself the strongest proof of the 
manner in which it esteems the services rendered to it by Mr. Willoughby, 
though no attention has ever been paitl to the request I allude to. When the 
newly contemplated arrangements take jilace, Mr. Willoughby’s charge will 
bear a fair comparison with that of Palilunpoor and with the local Agencies 
established by Sir John Malcolm and Sir David Ochterlony, and the Honorable 
the Governor in Council may then be disposed to take into consideration the 
reward for services actually performed during a period of more than five 
years, and the scale of remuneration which the increased duties that will 
necessarily devolve upon my Assistant would seem to demand. 

6. In conclusion, I have to express my hope, that the above observations 
will not be considered as dictated by partiality or an undue opinion of the 
importance of the charge, but will be viewed as really flowing from a 
natural desire to see my Assistant obtain those advantages which other 
public officers similarly employed have enjoyed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 2%th April !825. 
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From J. P. Willoughby, ^!sq., First Assistant Resident on Deputation, 
To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 2Qth April 1825. 

Sib, —I have the honour to enclose .fifteen original security bonds taken from 
the petty Mehwasee Chiefs o>f 'I'ullukwara, in addition to those already for¬ 
warded in my letter of the 6th 'instant.* 

2. These embrace the whole of the villages of the Tullukwara district, 
whose inhabitants principally consist of Mehwasees and Bheels, who have 
hitherto lived by plunder and depredation. They complete, therefore, the 
arrangement I have malle for the future tranquillity of the whole district, to 
the fullest extent the authority with which I am at present vested will admit. 
The engagements now forwarded do not essentially differ from tliose taken 
from Bajee Daimenf and his associates, and do not consequently require any 
remark. I annex a statement, exhibiting the names of the principal Mehwa¬ 
sees who have given security, their places of abode, the security and counter- 
securities they have furnished, with their places of residence likewise. 

3. With the exception of the first on the list, the whole are petty Chiefs, 
possessing from one to twelve small villages each. The Thakoor of Wujeeria, 
however, bears a good character ; his family were originally Rajpoots, subse¬ 
quently converted to Mahommedanism : he is, however, included in the 
present arrangement, because many of his villages are of the same description 
as the others. 

c> 

4. Tiie country in which these villages are situated is as wild and intricate 
as can be imagined, consisting of high hills, deej) nullas, and rugged ravines 
covered with the thickest jungle. The parts that I have lately visited appeared 
to equal if not to exceed the worst parts of Rajpeejffa, in natural strength 
and in the facilities they afford for opposing and escaping a regular force in 
pursuit of any object: such being the case, no argument is required to show 
the expediency of rendering, if possible, the present settlement permanent. 

5. On this occasion I beg leave to refer to the 5th and 6th paragraphs of 
my letter dated the 8th instant, relating to the turbulent tribes of the Wusravee 
district. I conceive that the reasoning there made use of applies with at least 
equal force to the present case, nor can I for a moment expect that the benefits 
of the present settlement will be permanent if it be confined to the 
security engagements now taken. The parties will, beyond doubt, be unable 
to meet the exactions and demands they are under the present system liable 
to from the Gaekwar oflScers. These they have hitherto met, when Govern¬ 
ment possessed the power to enforce them, by giving a share of the profits 
arising from their depredations, which they must again resume if the same 


* Vide page 7/4 of this Selection. 


t Vide page 777 of this Selection. 
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system is pursued. It does not require much foresight to predict the result. 
Ihe Mehwasees will again become powerful, will again invite the worst of 
characters to join them, will retire to their fastnesses, and again (as lately) bid 
defiance to the Gaekwar Government and its officers, a dilemma from which the 
latter can only be relieved by a second interposition of the British Government. 

6. The district of lullukvvara originally comprised a part of Rajpeepla, 
from whose Chief it was taken by the Gaekwftr Government. There cannot 
be a doubt but that the condition of the Mehwasees residing in it has always 
essentially differed from that of Ryuts strictly so called. They were a class of 
minor tributaries, a fact which is at once i)roved by the principal right due 
from them to Government being to this day denominated Ghansdana. At 
the same time I do not deny that the Gaekwar local officers can show a 
prescriptive title to levying other dues from them wdien they are able. This 
they may urge regarding their immediate in preference to their more remote 
pecuniary interests. 

7. To obviate the evils of the present system, I beg leave to suggest the 
following proposals for the consideration of the Gaekwar Government, for the 
future management of all the Tullukwara Mehwasees who have furnished 
security, with the exception of the Thakoor of Wiijeeria :—1st, that their riglits 
be investigated, and subsequently guaranteed to them ; 2nd, that the rights of 
Government of every denomination be ascertained, and, whenever practicable, 
the annual amount fixed in perpetuity, with reference to former collections and 
the present ability of the Chief to meet them ; 3rd, in cases w|;ere circum¬ 
stances will not admit of the annual amount being fixed in perpetuity, that it 
be fixed annually with reference to the quantity and (juality of land the Chief 
may cultivate, and to the seasons; 4th, that the Gaekwar manager of the district 
of Tullukwara continue to collect whatever amount may he fixcti direct, but 
that an appeal to the British Government be admitted on the part of the Chief 
against any extra exaction or ojiprcssion the former may commit; 5th, that 
the police and general control over the Chief’s be still vested in the same 
officer, with an appeal however against any abuse of his authority ; (ith and 
lastly, that the managers of the districts of Uubhoy, Sunkeira, and Bhadurpoor 
be restricted from any direct interference with the Tullukwara Mehwasees, 
with whom they, properly speaking, have no direct concern whatever. 

8. I should hope the adoption of a.plan embracing the above provisions 
(with any modifications you may deem expedient) would render my present 
arrangements of permanent utility. With reference to the last stipulation, I 
beg to state, that the managers alluded to, exercise more oppression and tyranny 
over the Mehwasees than even the officer in charge of lullukwara. Iheyare 
in fact at present exposed to the exactions of three instead of one person. It 
was my intention to have brought 4o your notice the ruinous system which 



792 


prevails in the former districts at present under Meer Surfraz Ali, its effects 
• being felt in the territory under my supervision; but from circumstances which 
have come to my knowledge since my return to Baroda, I hope such will not 
be necessary, though, if I am mistaken, I shall not shrink from a duty (how¬ 
ever disagreeable it may be) of reporting his conduct in detail, whicli I 
com hide cannot be fully known either to the Gaekwar Government or yourself. 

9. Before F conclude this part of my letter, I beg to draw your attention to 
the accompanying representation from the Mehwasee Chiefs who have furnished 
security for their future good conduct. In it they candidly state that hitherto 
they have paid the Government demands by committing depredations upon the 
community, but that now, having furnished security to refrain from their 
predatory course of life, they will Ife unable to meet them, unless they are fixed 
with reference to their ability and ancient custom. 

10. I now beg leave to bring to your notice the unsettled condition of the 
petty Rajpoot States of Mandwa, Wujeeria, Gurh, Dusgaum, Shanore, Agur, 
Nuswaree, and Punsallee, which are principally situated between Rajpeepla and 
Chota Oodepoor, and are more or less connected with the Tullukwara Meh- 
wasees, many (if not all) of the villages belonging to them being inhabited by 
the same unruly and predatory classes of inhabitants. It follows therefore that 
to complete my present arrangement, and to render those concluded with 
Rajpeepla and Oodepoor more effective and secure, the petty States alluded 
to should be required to furnish security for their good conduct of a somewhat 
similar nature to those taken from all the other Gaekwar tributaries. 

11. All the petty States above enumerated (with the exception of Gurh) 
are tributary to, or connected with, the Gaekwar Government. Tliey are deno¬ 
minated Revva Kanta tributaries, from their possessions being situated in the 
vicinity of the river Nerbudda, and under this denomination Rajjieepla and 
Oodepoor are included. The Gaekwar cannot, therefore, if he wished, dispute 
the propriety of a general control being vested in the British Government over 
them, a point which was set at rest at the time Rajpeepla and Oodepoor were 
proved to be included in the arrangement concluded in 1820 respecting the 
Mahee Kanta tributaries. 

12. I would propose, therefore, for your consideration, the propriety of 
security engagements being taken as soon as possible from the eight petty 
Chiefs alluded to ; that the tribute and other dues they may owe to the Gaekwar 
Government be investigated and consolidated in one amount, to be paid 
annually through the British Government ; and that the rights of the Chiefs 
be also inquired into, and such as may be proved to be just, be admitted for 
the future. 

13. The advantages of this plan are too evident to require particular 
remark ; they are briefly alluded to abefve. Independent of the general 
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tranquillity of the country which will be promoted by it, it will secure to all 
pal ties theii just rights, and remove from the'Cliiefs the tyranny and oppression 
they are now subjected to from the Gaekwar local officers. The grand road 
from Guzerat to Malwa leads through or near the possessions of these Chiefs, 
and its safety will be greatly increased by the adoption of the plan suggested. 
This is a point of primary importance since the re-occupation of Mhow by 
the troops of this Establishment, and will Itccomc of still more importance 
should the plan of transporting stores by the INerbuddJ as far as Chanodc or 
Tullukwara be ever carried into execution. • 

14. In conclusion, I annex two petitions from the liana of Mandwa and the 
Thakoor of Gurh, praying that a settlement of thoil alfairs be made by the 
mediation of the British Government. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willougiiby, First Assistant Resident. 
liaroda llesidency, 2Gth April 1825. 


Translation of a Security Bond, passed under date tliellh Ajiril 1825, to 
J. P. Willouyhhy, Psquirc, Assistant Resident at liaroda, on the part of 
the Ilonm-ahle East India Company and of His Iliyhncss the Gaidacar, 
by Rathore Sahib Khan Ruheem Khan, his Brothers, Nephews, and all the 
Subjects of Wujeeria, Paryuna Tidluhwura. 

The Sirkar, in consequence of being informed of our impro)>cr conduct, came 
and awarded punishment on us. Now the Sirkar has been pleased to order us 
to settle in our villages and to conduct ourselves peaceably as (.ioverninent 
subjects. Agreeing to abide by that order, we, with our own free will and 
pleasure,-pass this security bond to the Siikar. The Articles thereof are as 
follows:— 

Article I.—We, as Government subjects, shall follow our lawful trade 
in their territories; and that we shall not make a feud with any person 
residing in the jurisdictions of the Honorable Cornjiany and His Highness the 
Gaekwar, or with any one of either the Rajpeepla, Oodepoor, Gurh, or other 
States ; and that we shall abide by whatever orders will be issued to us by 
the several Government Thanas now in existence, as well as by those which 
may hereafter be established. 

Article II.—We shall pay Jumabundee to the Tullukwara Purguna in 
the same proportion as items may be fixed to be levied on the Khalsa villages 
of His Highness the Gaekwar; and the assessment for cultivating the Ooper- 
warialand will be paid according to the custom of the Purguna. Ihe Sulatncc 
and Babtee will also be annually jtaid agreeably to former years payments. 

Article HI.—We have presented you with a detailed memorandum of 
our just claims for llucks, land, anxl money, in the Government as well as in the 
101 .- 
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Rajpeepla districts. Whatever, therefore, we may be found fairly entitled to on 
an investigation into the same, and whatever way the Sirkar decides the same to 
be received, will be agreed to by us and our posterity, brothers, and nephews. 
We shall act accordingly and receive whatever the Sirkar may cause to be paid. 

Article IV.—We hereby forsake our claims to Geeras which has been 
assigned to us by certain villages in lieu of loans advanced to them; and 
whatever amount the Sirkar fairly decides on that account in our behalf will be 
agreed to by us, but that we shall in no way indirectly interfere with the 
villagers in the matter. .That in future, when we have any dispute with another 
person for debts or dues, we shall represent the same to the Sirkar, whose 
orders thereon will be* upheld by us, but we shall make no quarrel with the 
villagers, nor receive from them more than what the Sirkar decides in our favour. 
We shall not also indirectly charge any village with expenses. 

Article V.—If it appears to Government that we have encroached upon, 
or illegally obtained possession of any village or land belonging to the Govern¬ 
ment Mahals, or the districts of the Talookdars, &c., we shall restore the same 
to its rightful owner directly after we are ordered to do so by Government; and 
that in future we shall not, without the Sirkar’s order, hold in mortgage, 
purchase, or receive as grant, any village, land, or Pussaeta and Geeras apper¬ 
taining to another person. 

Article VI.—We shall not be friendly with any Bharwuteea offender of 
either the districts of the Honorable Company or II is Highness the Gaek war’s 
Government, or of those of their subordinate Talookdars of Rajpeepla, &:c. j 
nor shall we afford, or allow any one in the village to afford, asylum or protec¬ 
tion to any criminal; that if such an offender be found, we shall apprehend and 
make him over to the Sirkar; and that in the event of our being convicted of 
being friendly to any Bharwuteea offender, we shall be responsible for the same. 
Further, that if the footprints of a robber be tracked to our village, we shall 
trace them on to another village, otherwise we shall produce the robber and 
award compensatiom for the property plundered. 

Article VII.—Whatever amount the Sirkar may fix on account of Ghans- 
dana to the Tullukwara Purguna at the time they have proceeded into the 
districts for that purpose, will be paid by us as usual and for ever through 
the Komavisdar of that Purguna; the Hucks due to the Rajpeepla and other 
Chiefs will also be paid to them as usual and for ever, and we shall obey them. 

We have thus entered into the above seven Articles. If we deviate from them, 
we will agree to whatever punishment Government shall think fit to impose 
on us. We pledge our Wuttun and Geeras for the strict adherence on our part 
to this agreement. Barote Bawabhaee Rugnathdas of Guwur, Purguna Nan- 
dod, in Rajpeepla, will permanently stand as our security that we shall, as 
above described, conduct ourselves peace^jbly; that he will answer for any 
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misdemeanor on our part, and that he will produce us whenever required. 
Rathore Hamud Khan Mota Bawa and Hemut Dajee Bawa, of Nungaum, also 
stand as counter-securities on our part, who will act, or make us act, accord¬ 
ing to the above, and answer, or make us answerable, for any accusation 
against us. ... 

(Signed) Rathore Sahib Khaij Ruheem Khan, and others, 

incltiding Brothers and Nephews. 

I hereby declare, that I have, with any own free wiJl and pleasure, become 
annual and perpetual security, on the part of Rathore gahib Klian and others, 
of Wujeeria, against their misdemeanor, and to produce them whenever 
required. Shree Rarajee. » 

(Signed) Secunty— Bahote Bawabhaee Rugnathdas, inhabitant 
of Guwur, Purguna Nandod. 

We, Rathore Hamud Khan Mota Bawa and Ilemut Dajee Bawa and 
others, including brothers and ncpliews, hereby inform the Honnrablc Com¬ 
pany and his Highness the Gaekwar’s Governments, and tiieir subordinate 
Talookdars, that we have, as above mentioned, become annual and perpetual 
counter-securities (on the part of Rathore Sahib Khan and others of Wujeeria) 
for their peaceable conduct, and that, if they do not behave themselves towards 
both the Governments in the manner above described, we shall personally be 
answerable for the same. In the handwriting of Badiiurwa. 

We have, as above said, become counter-securities. 

(Signed) Rathore Hamud Khan Mota Bawa. 

„ Hemut Dajee Bawa. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident. 


Statement exhibiting the Names of the Mehwasee Chiefs of the TuUuhwara 
Purguna, their place of Residence, the Names of the Secicrifg and Counter- 
Securities they have furnished for their good behaviour, and the place of 
abode of the latter. 


d 

Names of tho Chiefs furnish¬ 
ing Sccui'it.y. 

Place of 
Residence. 

Fuel Zamin, 
or 8ecuiify. 

.An* Zamin, or Countcr- 
SecuriticK, and llcNiUcuco 
of tl»o saTiio. 

1 

Sahib Khan Ruheem Kflan, 

Wujeeria .... 

Barote Bhawa- 

Rathore Hamud Khan 


for himself, family, rela¬ 
tions, and dependants. 

bhaee, of the 
village of Go- 
war, Rajpee- 
pla. 

Mota Bawa and He- 
niut Khan Dajee Ba¬ 
wa, of th‘e village of 
i Nungaum. 

2 

Rathore Suthawa, Dajeewa 
Rathore, and Hamud Khan 
Mota Bawa, for themselves, 
families, relations, and de¬ 
pendants. 1 

Nungaum .. 

't 

Ditto .. 

1 

Sahib Khan Ruheem 
Khan, Thakoor of 
W ujeeria. 
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Place of 
ftcsidencc. 

Fuel Zamin, 
or Security. 

Arr Zamin, or Counter- 
Securities, and Residence 
of the same. 

Wulooria.... 

Barote Bhawa- 

Sahib Khan Rnheem 


bhaee, of the 
village of Go- 
war, Rajpee- 
pla. 

Khan, ThaHoor of 
Wujccria. 

Shewadoon .. 

Ditto .. 

Ditto ditto. 

Ooohand .... 

Ditto .. 

Daimen Bajec and Dai 
men Viijoo, of the 
village of Tullukwara. 

Nullcoa .... 

Ditto .. 

Dhadnr Bawa Futtch- 
bhovc. 

Rengun .... 

Ditto .. 

Bhadur Bawa Fntteh- 
bhoyc, with Daimen 
Bajee of Wasnn. 

Chooviswar .. 

Ditto 

i 

Bhadur Bawa Fntteh- 
bhoye, Bhoyc Bawa 
Jetahavva of Ooelual, 
with Omed Ariff, of 
the village of Ren- 
gnn. 

Jeernl. 

Ditto .. 

Bhadur Bawa Fiitteli- 
bhoyc, and Bhoye 
Bawa Jetabawa, of 
Ooehed. 

Wasun. 

j 

Ditto 

Kooshall Bapoo, Omed 
Aritf, Bajec Bad- 
dervoodiui, Rnheem 
IIachI)lioye. 

Veemmpoora. 

Ditto .. 

Ditto ditto. 

Kainsolcr.... 

Ditto .. 

Hemut Motec Bawa 
Ilcmut, of Nuna- 
gauni. 

Baunshe .... 

Bhaloda .... 

Para. 

Ditto .. 

Dittfll 

Ditto. 

liana iSonhawa, of Slii- 
uore. 


Names of tlio Chiefs furnish¬ 
ing Security. 


8 


JO, 

11 

121 

13 

14 

15 


Chura Ram Sing and Dada-| 
bawa Dadjee bin Narsing, 
for themselves, families, 
relations, and dependants. 

Rathorc Dadabawa Dc«na.jee, 
for himself, family, rela-| 
tions, and depondautt. 

Dinner Bhadurbawa, Tulleh- 
bhoy Dinner Bliyg, and 
Bawa Jeetabawa, for them¬ 
selves, families, relations, 
and dependants. 

Gover Dullel Zafer, for him¬ 
self and family. 

Daimer Kooshall Bapoo, 
Omod Ariff, Bajce Vudderl 
Vooddeen, ni’.d RuheomI 
Haebbhoye, for themselvesj 
families, relations, and dc-j 
pendants. 

Gover Verum Bapoo, Dadee] 
Omod, Nulnnnbar Khan, 
Bhalbhoyc Ullubhoye, audj 
Jora Vujoo, for themselves,! 
families, and dependants. 

Gover Iljtim and Futleh 
Nannoo, for themselves and 
families. 

Sathce Dcimer wulud Shur- 
bhoye, and Nannoo Nath- 
bhoy, for themselves and 
families. 

Ugwan Sirdar Khan Koobera 
Khan, for himself and fa- 
mily. 

Gover Futtchbhoye Bawa and 
Nannoo Nathbhoye, for| 
themselves and families 

Raj Goman Sing, for hin 
and family. 

Ranee Jut Sing Gomiiii Sing, 
for himself and family. 

Rana Sonbawa, for bin 
and family^^_ 


(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident, 
Baroda Residency, 26th April 1825. 


r 
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From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Assistant in Charge, Baroda. 

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Williams’ letter, 
dated the 28th ultimo, submitting copy of your despatch, on tlie nature of the 
securities which you have obtained from the whole of the Melnvasee Chiefs 
of Tullukwara. 

2. The plan now proposed seems highly desirable 4 but before any further 
steps are taken, the Governor in Council directs that tl^e Gaekwar’s consent be 
first obtained to it; for,although that was granted in 1820,it has been alloivcd 
to lie dormant so long, that it requires to be mentioned again before it is acted on. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 2^rd May 1825. 


Political Di;i>ai!t.mi:nt. 

From J. P. WiLLOUGliny, Esq., Assistant Resident in Charge, Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Baled Ilk Ocloher 1825. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your dcsjiatchcs 
dated the 29th* of April and 28rdl- of May last, and to report wbatl trust will bo 
considered the successful termination of my negotiations with the Baroda 
Government, to obtain its acquiescence to the measures referre’d to in those 
despatches, proposed with the view of completing the arrangenient.s submitted 
by the Resident for introducing a political supervision over Dowlut Rao 
Sindia’s possessions in Guzerat. 

2. My discussions on this subject have been conducted cither personally with 
Ilis Highness the Gaekwar or his Minister Wittul Rao Dewajee, and I am 
happy to report I experienced no difficulty in obtaining their assent to the 
general spirit of the measures proposed, after fully explaining to them their 
nature and the objects of the British Government in suggesting them. 

3. This Government, however, was anxious, previous to its acrpiiescence 
being recorded, that the principles on which the measures were to be carried 
into effect should (in ord^ to prevent future discussion) be c.xqilicitly defined. 
Hence sundry references to its local officers became necessary, and this 
circumstance will sufficiently account for the delay which has occurred in 
transmitting my present report. 

4. I shall now proceed to recapitulate the contents of Mcmoianda 
received from the Baroda Durbar, containing the result of these discussions and 

t Vide page 71^7 of this Selection. 


* Vide page 787 of this ScIectioiL 
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inquiries, accompanying my summary with such explanatory remarks as appear 
called for. I may premise, however, by stating it to be my opinion, that the 
terms on which this Government gives its assent to the measures in question, 
are for the most part unobjectionable, and suited to the condition of the 
districts affected by them, though they are of course subject to the approval of 
Government, or to any modifications it may be pleased to suggest. 

5. Enclosure No. 1 is translation of a Memorandum referring to the excesses 
of the Bheels of the Wusravee district, and to the measures proposed to check 
them. Tins I shall pass over without comment, inasmuch as the Gaekwar 
Government consents without reservation to the plan submitted in my letter 
to the Resident dated the 8th of April last, and approved of by the Honorable 
the Governor in Council in the first of your despatches now under reply. 

6 . Enclosure No. 2 is translation of an answer to a written communication 
sent by me to the Baroda Durbar, proposing the arrangements submitted in 
my letter to the Resident, dated the 26th of April last, for concluding settle¬ 
ments with the Rewa Kanta tributaries, with the Mehwasee Chiefs of 
Tullukwara, and with the Mehwasees of Sowlee, and other Gaekwar districts 
contiguous to those belonging to Dowlut Rao Sindia. This does not either 
call for observation, as it only refers to Enclosure No. 3, which is translation 
of another Memorandum, containing the terms on which this Government 
wishes these settlements should be concluded. 

7. This document commences by enumerating the districts, Zumindars, 
and Mehwasees included in the present arrangements, which will be found to 
be considerably more comprehensive and numerous than the list which accom¬ 
panied my letter of the 26th of April, which in fact principally referred to the 
district of Tullukwara. No return of the Mehwasee villages of Sowlee having 
been as yet received from the Komavisdar, the precise number could not be 
stated; but I am induced to believe that they will be found on inquiry to be 
upwards of twenty in number. A reservation follows this enumeration, that 
all villages not mentioned, similarly situated to those which are mentioned, are 
to be considered as included in the same settlements. 

8 . Five Articles are then introduced prescribing rules for ascertaining what 
villages are to be considered as included in the present jdan, and those which 
are not. They are briefly as follows:—The 1st prescribes that wherever 
Tulput and Wanta lands are found to exist, such village is to be considered 
as belonging to Government, and not as a tributary. This is a good criterion 
for general adoption, inasmuch as it is founded on the well known division of 
the soil which was made between the aboriginal possessors of this province 
and their Mahomedan conquerors,-in the proportion of one-fourth to the former, 
designated Wanta, and the remainder to the latter, called Tulput. As, however, 
in some cases this rule might disturb long established possession and prescriptive 
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right, I have provided for cases of this description by obtaining the consent 
of this Government to the introduction of the'2nd Article, declaring that where 
these two distinctions of the soil have ceased to exist, and have been blended 
together by the proprietor, he paying a fixed revenue, such village is to be 
considered tributary, and embraced in the present plan. 

9. Article the 3rd stipulates that villages not l/elonging to, but simply leased 
to Zumindars by the officers of Government,* are to be considered as the 
property of the latter, and not of the former. This is free from objection as a 
general rule, but for a similar reason and object as that given for tin; introduc¬ 
tion of the 2nd Article, it is coupled with the 4th, stipulating in spirit that the 
3rd is annulled in cases where its adoption would trencA upon long established 
possession. The 5th Article, moreover, provides for the confirmation of the 
enjoyment of Tulput in conjunction with Wanta lauds held by grants from 
former Governments. 

10. A stipulation is then made that the management of half of the town 
of Chanode, at present vested in a Gaekwar local officer, is not to be allected 
by the present arrangements. This must be conceded, half of the above town 
belonging exclusively to this Government. 

11. A definition of the principles on which a settlement of the tribute to be 
paid to this Government from the towns and villages to be placed under Ib itish 
authority is then given. His Highness wished tlmt the first should be the 
only mode of assessment to be in every case adopted, to which it was impos¬ 
sible to accede. The two last were subsecpiently added, and which, I am of 
opinion, provide for every possible contingency of distress or any other circum¬ 
stance, which may render the adoption of the first rule impracticuble. 

12. Two Articles are next introduced, stipulating the mode by which the 
tribute is to be paid. In the cases of the larger townships, the tribute is to be 
paid through British agency, or in other words, they are to be placed exactly on 
the same footing as the Katteewar and Mahee Kanta tributaries. In the cases 
of the smaller Mehwasee villages, the tribute is to be fixed by the same agency, 
but to be paid direct to the local officer. This is in exact conformity to the 
mode proposed in my letter of the 26th of April last; and in the latter case, 
it may be observed, the sti|)ulation that the local officer is to adopt measures 
in communication with the agent for the recovery ot tribute overdue, imposes 
a check against his resorting to undue measures of severity. 

13. The succeeding Article confirms the Zumindars and Mehwasees in the 
enjoyment of rights of every description, rejecting however all^laim's on their 
part of a later date than ten years. This limit should not, howler, 1 conceive, 
be made to extend to cases where the claimants possess written proof of the 
justice of their claims, and the period during which they have ceased to enjoy 
them is not immoderate. 
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14. The six following provisions, introduced with the view of securing the 
(Jovernraent villages against molestation from the Mehwasees and Geerasia 
proprietors, do not require any observation, inasmuch as they are in conformity 
with the custom of the country, and suited to the condition and habits of those 
alfected by them. They can be inserted in the security bonds which it will 
become necessary to take from these classes. 

15. The next Article provides for the settlement of boundary disputes, 
which may arise between the tributaries and Government villages, whenever 
practicable by the Native system of Punchayet (or jury of five), and on failure 
of this mode, through the Agent of the British Government. 

IG. Then follows astipulation confirming Wanta rights due to the tributa¬ 
ries from the villages of Government, payable according to the custom of the 
country, but liable to no increase; and generally providing for the adjustment 
of disputes arising between the tributaries and the inhabitants of the Govern¬ 
ment villages, through the mediation of the Agent of the British Government. 
The subsequent Article enjoins that protection be afforded to respectable 
persons, bankers, and Bramius, against oppression and injustice from the 
tributaries, to such an extent as is warranted by existing custom. 

17. I endeavoured to persuade this Government to rclincjuish the claim it 
stipulates for in the succeeding Article, but was unsuccessful. The occasions 
on which the tributaries will be called upon to make the Nuzeranas referred to 
will not be frequent, and the conclusion of the Article provides for their being 
exacted with reference to the condition of the tributaries. 

18. The Articles providing against all future encroachment of the Mchwa- 
secs; for their independence in their own villages in their transactions with 
the religious orders; restricting them from resuming charitable grants of 
remote existence; from levying more than the usual duties upon the Chanode 
wood-cutters; and providing for the payment of the usual dues in cases of 
adoption, but securing to them hereditary succession, appear unobjectionable. 

19. The 10th Article provides for the settlement, in perpetuity, of tribute 
and other dues which this Government claims from some of the tributaries, 
payable every alternate year, when a Moolukgeeree circuit is made of the llcwa 
Kanta. If this claim have foundation, I conceive it cannot altogether be 
rejected. If, however, as I have some reason to believe, it is untenable, the 
Article is virtually annulled by the concluding stipulation, that the claim is to 
be only recognized on the production of substantial proof of its justice. 

20. The insertion of the 12th and last Article was quite unnecessary; but 
this Government is anxious to guard against the contingency of the Jageerdars 
of the districts of Tullukwara and Sowlee preferring a claim founded on the 
present arrangement, for other districts being assigned to them in lieu of those 
they at present hold. With such a demaijd the British Government would 
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have no concern. It is not, however, likely that the caution of this Government 
will prove to have been necessary; for, althbugh the tyranny and oppression 
hitherto exercised by the Jageerdars over the tributaries to be placed under 
our control will be checked, whatever they may lose in consequence will be 
made good to them by the increased peace and prosperity of their districts, 
which will eventually ensue from the cessation of the former and substitution 
of the present system. * 

21. In conclusion I take this opportunity of rep 6 rting the receipt of a 
demi-official communication from Captain Macdonak?, ap|)rizing me that ho 
had instructed the managers of the petty State ot llaiia to obey all orders 
they might receive from hence, and to prefer all complaints tlicy might have 
to make to the Resident. An agent has waited upon me for tliis piirjrose, 
and has represented the peace of the above petty State to be cndan<;ered by 
the adherents of the late Karbaree, and by the turbulent JN'uikra Rheels 
residing in Dovvlut Rao Sindia’s districts. On the otlior hand, however, I have 
received numerous and frequent complaints from Sindia's manager against 
the excesses of the Baria and Loonawara Blicels. I liave been obliged for 
the present to confine myself to addressing letters to tin; parties complained 
against on both sides, and requesting that measures be adopted for preserving 
the peace of the country and restraining the excesses complained of. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Assistant Resident in Charge. 
Baroda Residency, 1th October 1825. 


ENCLOSURE No. 1. 

Translation of a Memorandum from the Gaehwar Government, dated 23i'd 
Mohurrum, Sunna Fusli 122G, (a. d. 1th September 1825). 

A letter has been received from the Residency, dated Jest Wud /th, a. d. 
7th June 1825, the several paragraphs of whicli are to the purport that the 
disorderly Bheels of tli.e Wusravee Purgnna cause great disturbances in the 
Surat and Broach districts, and that comiilaints are constantly making againsf 
them by the Collectors of those Zillas, and Mr. Romer the Political Agent in 
Surat, and that it is evident to Government that the local authorities are 
inadequate to adjust the differences or preserve the peace. I hcrefore, on the 
representation of the Resident, Government has addressed a lett^ to him, dated 
Wushak Shood 1 1th (a. d. 29th April 1825), directing that a gentleman should 
be sent from the Residency to make a settlement with these people on the spot, 
and, inquiring into the actual possessions and claims of Geeras due to these 
Bheels, &c., fix them for the futule. Upon which the letter above alluded to 
102 r 
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requests that instructions may be sent to the Sursooba of the Attaveesee, and 
the Komavisdar of Wusravee-Pufguna, that they guide themselves by tlie advice 
of this Agent. In reply to this we answer, that we have much at heart the 
adjustment of the differences and making settlements with these troublesome 
people; therefore letters shall be addressed by this Government to the Sursooba 
of the Attaveesee that the settlements are to be made, but no injury thereby 
caused to the Purguna. 


‘ ENCLOSURE No. 2. 

Translation of a Memor^mdam from the Gaehwar Government, dated Mohur- 
rutn 23rt/, Sunna Fusli 1226, ( a. d. 1th September 1825). 

A letter has been received from the Residency, dated Jest Wud 7th, a. d. 
7th June 1825, the several paragra|)hs of which relate to the adjustment of the 
affairs of the Mehwasees and Zumindars of the lievva Kanta (banks of the 
Nerbudda), and stating that the security for good behaviour, and security for 
the securities of Bajee Daiincn and Viijjoo Daiinen, Mehwasees of Wussun, 
and Nusseer Khan of Uhva, and Omed Khan of Paun Tulouri, altogether 
three papers, and further similar securities from fifteen Mehwasee villages having 
been obtained, copies of these were separately enclosed for our information. 
To this we reply, that the above-mentioned four documents so sent, are 
received. With respect to the settlement in the Rewa Kanta alluded to, this 
Government has had the matter in consideration, and has sent a separate 
Memorandum of Articles of settlement with the Mehwasee Zumindars, which 
will explain»the views entertained on the subject. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) R. II. Kennedy, Translator. 


ENCLOSURE No. 3. 

Translation of a Memorandum from the Gaehear Government, being arrange¬ 
ments for the Settlement of the ]\lehwasecs of the Rewa Kanta, (without 
. . date). 

I.—The following is the list of the Mehwasee Zumindars in the districts :— 

1. The Purguna of Sinore, containing Shanore and the three Maundwa 
Towns—Maundwa, Nundurria, and half the town of Chanode. 

2. The ^^urguna of Sankaira Naswary, having twelve towns and four 
villages dependent; and Augur, consisting of Augur and Scesana. 

3. The Purguna of Tullukwara, containing nine towns, as shown in the 
statement of the Koinavisdars—Wujecria, Oochad, Choveyswar, Pul- 
sane, Para, Beelooria, Nullia, Balod'ra, Jecral. 
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4. 1 he Purguna of Saolee. No statement lias been sent by tlie Komavisdar 
of this district of the Zimiindars or Mcliwasee villages; tlieiefore, when 
the return sliali be made, the Zumindars and Mchwasce vilhiiics tlicrein 
shall be included in the arrangements to be controlled in conlorinity to 
the five following Articles. 

5. T.he ten Gecrasia villages, termed Dnsganm. bor the above-mentioned 
villages belonging to Meluvaseo Ziiniin(]ars, or if on iM(|iiiry others 
should be found which have been overlooked,"* that is to say, for all 
villages that from any distant period have jiaid'tixcd revenues through 
the Zumindars, the following Articles are agreed to for the investigation 
of their rights and their better government:— 

Auticle I.——In whatever town shall be li)untl Tniput and Wanfa 
lands, and from any remote period the fixed revenue has been paid 
through the medium of the Zuniiiidar, it is to be under.stood that from 
the circumstance of their being Tuijmt laud the town belongs to 
Government. 

Article II.—If in any town 'rtd|)ut laud shall be found, which the 
Zumindars have united from any remote period with W'anta lands, anti the 
revenues for past generations have been paid in one .sum, such towns art! 
to remain in possession of the i\lehwasccs, and the selllcinent of liituie 
revenue to be made on the present invcstig;i!iun. 

Article III.— In such towns as have been lettjn farms by Koimivisdars 
to Zumindars, and retained by them without their having afty just right 
to the same, and the fixed revenues paid by the Zuniimhiis as fixed by 
the Komavisdars, such towns are not to belong to the (Jeerasias but to 
Government. 

Article IV.—If any town has been from a veiy remote periotl in posses¬ 
sion of a Zumindar, and such town held by his ancestors or other (<ce- 
rasias, then, in consequence of such long possession, he. shall be confirmed 
therein, and the settlement of the future revenue to be made in the jircsent 
investigation. 

Article V.—If in any town the Zumindar shall possess Wanta lands, 
and hold also Tulput lands by grants of forty or fifty years’ standing, or by 
grants from former Governments, by the prodnclion of such grants the 
town shall remain in possession of the Melnvasce, and t'o’ ‘.cttfenicut r>( 
future revenue to be made in the jiresent invcstig;itioii. 

• 

In this manner is the revenue of the Mebwaseo Zumindars to be adjusted; 
but the half of Chanode now consigned by Government to the charge of a 
Koraavisdar is to remain as at present. 

In settling the revenue from the"* Mehwasec villages, an average ol the last 
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ten years, including Khurajaat Babtees, &c. must be fixed for a perpetual 
tribute ; but in forming the ten years’ average, no year of famine or invasion 
must be reckoned, for if they be, it cannot be expected that in future years of 
calamity a reduction can be consented to. In this manner the Agent is to 
make the settlement, in communication with Government. 

When any Zumindar is Completely impoverished, then, in communication 
•with Government, a five years’'agreement is to be made with him, commencing 
with smaller payments Suited to his means, until the fifth year, when the lawful 
tribute is to be paid. 

If, however, any Zumindar is so situated as that his affairs cannot be 
comprehended under either of the above provisions, then the Agent, in com¬ 
munication with Government, shall make the best arrangements that circum¬ 
stances will admit, for a fixed perpetual revenue for the future. 

The following is the manner in which, in conformity to the settlement, 
the Mehwasee Zumindars of the several Purgunas shall yearly give 
security to the Komavisdars of the same, to pay the revenue without any 
reduction:— 

1. The Thakoor towns belonging to respectable Zumindars—Wujeery, 
Sinore, Maundwa, Augur, Nuswary, Palsoni, and Dusgaum—total seven 
towns, and any other place held by any respectable Thakoor, shall pay 
revenue as fixed by the present settlement, through the medium of the 
Resident, year by year, to the Komavisdar. 

2. The smaller Mehwasee villages must pay their revenue, as fixed by 
the present settlements, to the Komavisdar; and if any one delay pay¬ 
ments, the Komavisdar is to make it known to the Agent, and raise the 
money in communication with him. 

IL-wT/ie following are the Articles of arrangements to he entered into with 

the Mehwasees :— 

A. Whatever claim the Zumindars may have on their respective villages 
under the several heads of Geeras, or Wanta, or Dahn, or protection money 
(Rukkopa), shall continue to be paid by Government, as they are now 
established. They shall not be added to, and if any old or frivolous claims are 
advanced, if they are founded on precedents within the last ten years, they 
are to be admitted for investigation, and the Agent, giving them due exami¬ 
nation, shall ^ecide upon them; but if the claim be of anterior date to ten 
years, Government is not to be required to answer them. And in whatever 
village the Zumindar receives protection money he is to protect it, and if 
the village sustain injury he is to make good the loss, according to the local 
customs in such cases. 



B. Arrangements for the protection of the Villages in the Districts from 

Mehwasee Geerbsias. 

No Mehwasee Zuinindar shall afford ‘protection to plunderers or robbers ; 
and if thieves belonging to any Zumindar’s villages commit depredations or 
outrages in the districts, and loss be thereby sustained, then tlie Zumindar 
guilty of having slielteied them shall make good the losses so sustained, agree¬ 
able to the custom of the country, unless he can prove that the thieves have 
passed on beyond his lands: if he cannot do this, he must make good the loss. 

The sums at present paid under the denomination of Cleeras, are to he con¬ 
tinued at the present rates. No extortion or violence to he |)ractiscd on the 
Ryuts on that account j and reparation will be enforced for injuries, if any injury 
be done to the Ryuts. 

C. In whatever towns belonging to Zumindars any (Jeerasias may have 
fixed their residence, it is optional with them to remain and enjoy their rights at 
present enjoyed, such as Geeras, .Ranwuttia, Wachun, and Pusaeeta ; but they 
are not under these pretexts to advance additional demands, or give vexation 
or alarm to the villages; and if any injury be done by them to any villagi;, the 
Zumindar who protects them will be compelled to make good the same, and 
to deliver up the persons of the offenders. 

D. The Mehwasee Geerasias having hitherto been constantly in the practice 
of carrying on private wars one with another, this is to be discontinue<l, and 
the injuries to the peaceable villages consequent on such hoslililies are not 
to be allowed. No infringement of public peace will be permitted to pass 
with impunity. 

E. If people of disorderly habits belonging to Zumindars’ villagtis enter 
peaceable villages for purposes of depredation, and any affray ensue and any 
of the offenders fall, the villagers are not answerable for what is <lone in self- 
defence, and no compensation to be demanded from them. 

F. The Zumindars in their respective villages are independent to entertain or 
discharge Rajpoot Koolies or others, or give them Pusaeeta lands or monthly 
pay, or to invite settlers into their villages; but if they discharge jicople of 
disorderly habits, their,being let loose on the country may bo ityuiioiis to the 
peaceable districts: such people, therefore, previous to being discharged, are 
to be bound over under double security to good behaviour, and in case of this 
being omitted, and their committing depredations, the Zumindar thiough 
whose neglect this befalls will be made answerable for the consequences. 

III. The limits of the several towns in the districts as now received are to be 
continued, and if at any time or in any place there should be boundary disputes 
betwixt the Zumindar and Government villages, the claims on both sides are to 
be made known to the Agent, who will settle them after careful examination ; 
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but if they can by mutual arbitration of Punchayet settle the dispute 
amicably, there will be no necessity for his interference. In matters of this 
kind no injury or oppression is to be allowed against the Government villages, 
and if it shall appear that the Zumindars have in any case encroached on or 
appropriated lands belonging to Government villages during the last five or ten 
years, the encroachments are tiot to be permitted, and claims or complaints are 
to be adjusted by the Agent. 

IV. —The Zumindars \!hall continue in undisturbed possession of the Wanta 
rights they at present enjoy in Government districts, nor suffer any molestation 
on account of counter claims of Tulput, &c.; but whatever villages pay 
Wanta are to pay tlie same to the customary amount only for lands actually 
under the plough, and fees due to Government from lands of that tenure are 
to be paid as heretofore, and on all Wanta lands whatever has been hitherto 
paid by the cultivating tenants respectively shall continue to be paid, and no 
increase permitted j and in case of Geerasias incurring debts to inhabitants of 
Government villages, or Zumindars dependent on Government, or merchants or 
others, and for the settlement of the same, or as compensation for public offences 
shall assign their rights of, Wanta, or the produce of Wanta or Geeras, such 
shall be confirmed and no opposition offered to the arrangement. Precedents 
of former customs to be received as law, and if, on the other hand. Govern¬ 
ment Komavisdars or villagers have encroached on lands belonging to Zumin- 
dars within the last ten years, on their showing proofs of the same, the Agent, 
in communioation with Government, is to restore the same; and if, in the 
manner above described, any Zumindars shall have assigned over Geeras or 
Wanta rights to Government Ryuts, and cause molestation to the present 
possessors, the Agent is to examine into and decide on the claim. 

V. —The Zumindars in their respective villages hold the government over the 
population of the same; but if they are found guilty of oppression or injustice 
to respectable persons, or Sowcars, or I3raniins, the same, agreeable to custom, 
is subject to investigation and to be settled. 

VI. —Whenever the Royal retinue of this Goveriiinent proceeds for religious 
ceremonies to the banks of the Nerhudda, the customary tribute (Nuzerana) 
and preparations are to be expected from the Zumindars, but if any are 
impoverished. Government will take it into consideration and demand less. 

VII. —The Zumindars are not in future to be allowed to obtain lands without 
the approbation of Government under the different denominations of Wachun 
or Pusaeeta or 4'ny other term. The Mehwasee Geerasias are a turbulent race, 
and their increase is to be deprecated. This is to be made known on the part 
of Government to the villages. 

VIII. —The Zumindars are independent in their several villages respecting 
Bramins, Bhats, and other religious mendicants as to their Pusaeeta or alms. 
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to give or withhold the same ; but they are not to deprive them of any ancient 
possession bestowed for charitable purposes. 

IX. —Sundry Bramins and others, traders in Chanode, are wont to send 

wood-cutters to the hills to cut timber, which is brought down the Nerbudda in 
rafts. On this timber the Mehwasees are to levy no more than the customary 
duties, for if additional duties were put on, the timber could not be brought, and 
injury would accrue to this Government; therefore, tire Mehwasec Zumindars 
are to be warned on this head. ^ 

X. —The Jumabundee dues levied every alternate year by the Rewa Kanta 
Moolukgeeree, including Khurajaat Bablees (extra leviys) of evry description, 
are to be fixed in perpetuity upon those by whom they have hitherto been 
paid. Respecting these, written proof's shall be separately furnished. 

XI. —If any Mehwasee Zumindar, being without offspring, wishes to adopt a 
child as his heir, he may do so according to law established, paying the enstoimiry 
fees to Government; and when aay Zumindar dies, his heir, near or remote in 
relationship, may succeed as has hitherto been the custom, the same being duly 


made known to Government. 

XII.— The district of the Purgunaof Sowlee isgi*?n to Mecr Umcen ool Deen 
Hoossain Khan as his Jageer for his Risalla, and the Purguna of TuUukwara 
to Ramrow Anajee as his Jageer for his Pagah, both-districts being thus 
assiirned to special purposes by Government in Doomala. In ease the 
Jageerdars may show the wish to exchange their districts in conseciuenee of 
the arrangements, &c. with the Mehwasees being in future to be transacted 
throu-h the Agent, this will not be attended to; the respectable Zun.iialars are 
to pay their tribute through the Resident to these Jageeidars, and the inferior 
Mehwasee villages to pay theirs as already provided for. 

(True translation) 

tSi.med) R. 11 . Kennedy, Translator. 


POEITICAL DePAUTMEST. 

From W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 
To the Assistant in Chauge, Baroda. October 1825. 


SiR,-Since the despatch of my letter of the 17th, I have had 

,o r«.i.e and by barorn .be Honorable tboe...on.or in Cou^' 

of the 7th, reporting the successful termination of youl ne^ t Guzerat 

Gaek»ar Go.eromonl ros.rding Dowln. llao Sn.d.as |»s«»o,* rn Guzora . 

* * * * 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newniiam, Chief Secretary. 
Bombay Castle, 22nd October 1825. 
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Political Department. 
From J, Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 8th February 1826. 

Sib, —I have the iionour tq transmit, for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, copy* of a letter from Mr. Willoughby, reporting 
his intended departure ^om Baroda to assume charge of his situation of 
Political Agent in the Runchmahals and the llevva Kanta tributaries. 

2. Annexed also is copy of my letter and its enclosure to Mr. Willoughby, 
containing such instructions as I conceive necessary on this occasion. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 8th February 1826. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent, 

To J. WiLLPAMs, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 5th February 1826. 

Sib, —^The detachment oi me 20th Regiment N. I. directed to be placed at 
my disposal having arrived at Baroda, I have the honour to report it to be my 
intention (with your previous concurrence) to proceed forthwith in the execu¬ 
tion of the duties of my recent appointment, and to request you will be pleased 
to favour mb with such instructions as you may conceive necessary, in addi¬ 
tion to those I have already received. 

2. I shall proceed, in the first instance, direct to Dowlut Rao Sindia’s 
Punchmahals, and to the petty State of Baria, this being the most unsettled 
and disturbed portion of my charge. After having carried into effect the 
necessary arrangements in these districts, and obtained all the information 
regarding their past and present condition which may appear useful or 
requisite, I shall make a circuit of the several Gaekwar districts connected 
with them, visiting each, as well as the petty States of Oodepoor, Rajpeepla, 
and the Rewa Kanta tributaries in person, concluding with the district of 
Wusravee, for the purpose of carrying into effect the instructions of Govern¬ 
ment for concluding settlements with the Wusravee Bheels. 

3. I take this opportunity of requesting to be favoured, at your earliest 
convenience, with the instructions of Government on the different points 
referred to in,4iy letter to Mr. Newnham, dated the 7th of October last. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, Political Agent. 

Rajpeepla and Powagliur Punchmahals, 

Political Agent's Office, 5th February‘^826. 
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, Political Department. 
t?rom J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., &c. &c. &c., Baroda. 

Dated 8th February 1826. 

Sib, —I have the honour to acknowledge tlie repeipt of your letter of the 5th 
instant, and in reply to acquaint you that I entirely concur with you in opinion 
respecting the expediency of your proceeding without >lulay into the Puuch- 
mahals to assume charge in person of the now Agency, jvnd also of tlie order in 
which you propose to proceed in elfecting the important duties committed to 

your charge. • 

2. The whole of the correspondence which preceded your appointment be¬ 
ing known to you and having in part been conducted by yourself, those 
detailed instructions which would otherwise have been called for arc rendered 
Unnecessary, independent of which the experience you have obtained here and 
in Rajpeepla of the tempers and dispositions, the customs and usages of the 
Governments, petty States, and turbulent Chiefs with wliom you will so 
frequently come in contact, precludes the necessity o( detail. 

3 . I shall therefore simply refer you to the oniciid correspondence with 
which you have already been furnished, and particularly to my letter and Us 
enclosures to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated the IGth November 
1824, and to the general instructions from Government contained m Mr. 

Kewnham’s despatch of the 17th October last. ^ 

4 . The different authorities noted in the margin have been ai>pnzed of your 

1 A n ripTlntior- appointment, and have been reiiucstcd to correspond 

ablf the'Govcrnor at ^ith you direct in all cases wliere the general tranquillity 

2 Agent to of their respective jurisdictions, or the rights atid claims 

” of individuals, are connected with thedistnctsof the petty 

States embraced in your present charge. Copy of the 
circular tetter addressed on this occasion to the authon- 
nccAor u* av„u... tics referred to, is annexed for your information. 

5 I have the honour to enclose orders issued by the Gaekwar Government 

Komavisdars of the districts noted in the margin, 
Dhubhoy. . directing them to assist you m carrying into e ect t e 

Bahdurpoor. • arrangements entrusted to your execution, and to furnish 

ISkrara. you with all the information you may require from them. 

Sinnore. ^ however be advisable that you should delay 

7 . Wu.™..., I ». I,Kama Titatar:.. antil ,o«r 

concluding final settlemen s pocUv fixed in direct communica- 

. retarn to Baroda, arlien they „„„ be made to the 

tioe with th,a Government, Atefete i„.U„ation. aolieited at the 

Honorahle the Governor in Cou,oe l, lot rie 
eoncinsion of your letter, reapedinS tribetane., 

103r 


the Supreme Govern¬ 
ment at Bopavvur. 

3. The Political Agent 
Mahee Kauta. 

4. Collector of Broach. 
i). Collector of Kairn. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 
6 . 
6 . 
7. 
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6. Captain Foquett, the Officer commanding the detachment of the 20th 
Regiment Native Infantry ordered to accompany you, has received instructions 
to place himself under your orders, and His Highness the Gaekwar has 
consented to a detachment of about 200 irregular horse being placed at your 
disposal. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Beroda Residency, February 1826. 


( Circular.) 

Political Departmeni*. 

To the Agent to the Honorable the Governor at Surat. 

The Political Agent to the Supreme Government at Bopawur. 
The Political Agent in the Mahee Kanta. 

The Collector at Broach. 

The Collector at Kaira. 


Sir, —I have the honour to acquaint you that the Honorable the Governor 
in Council has been pleased to appoint Mr. Willoughby Political Agent to the 
undermentioned districts, with the authority usually vested in officers of this 
denomination, and have to request you will be pleased to correspond direct 
with that gentleman on all subjects in which the tranquillity of that part of 
your jurisdiution contiguous to his charge is concerned, and in all cases where 
the interests or rights of individuals under your authority may render his 
interference or friendly mediation necessary. On the other hand, Mr. 
Willoughby has been authorised to communicate with you in all cases of a 
similar nature, affecting either the general peace of the districts committed to 
his superintendence, or the rights and claims of the Governments on whom 
they are dependent, or their inhabitants. 


1. District of Champaneer alias Powaghur. 

Ditto of Hallole ... 

ofKallole . 

of Godra.... i.. 

of Dokud . 

of Jhallode..... 

2. District of Sowlee... 

Dittoed of Wagonia. 

Ditto ofSunkeira. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


1 


Ditto ofBhadurpoor. ^ HighnessSyajee 

Ditto ofTullukwara... ' Rao Gaekwar. 

Ditto ofWusravee... 


Belonging to His 
Highness Dow- 
lut Rao Sindia, 


Belonging to His 
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3. Petty State of Rajpeepla 11 ...... 

Ditto of Mandwa. 

Ditto of Chota Oodepoor , 

Ditto of Gurh . 

Ditto of Baria . 

Ditto of Rajgbur Chutrusee 








Belonging to dif¬ 
ferent tributary 
Rajas. 


I have tb*o honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Resident. 

JBaroda Residency, Qth February 182G. 


PouTiCAL Department. 

From W. Newnham:, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govcrnineut, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Baroda. 

Dated ][)lh March 1826, 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge tlic receipt of your letter dated 
the 8th ultimo, forwarding copy of one from Mr. Willougliby, reporting his 
intended departure for tlie Punchmahals, together witli your instructions 
to that gentleman on the occasion. 

The Governor in Council concurs in Mr. Willoughby’s sentiments, as 
communicated in his letter dated the 7th October last,* on the terms j)roj)OBed 
by the Gaekwar, and authorises the adoption of them, with the e.vccption of 
Articles "V. and VIII. of Enclosure No. 3,t which the Governor in Council 
conceives to trench on the independence of the Zuraindars, and should not be 
acceded to unless it can previously be ascertained from those (,'hieltains that 
they contain nothing contrary to former practice. 

In conclusion, I am directed to observe that the Governor in Council approves 
of your instructions to Mr. Willoughby. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newniiam. Chief Secretary. 

Romhay Castle, 13tA March 1826. 


No. 93 of 1826. 

Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 13t/t March 1826, 

—I have the honour to enclose copy of Mr. Willoughby s letter to my 

• Vide page 797 of this Selection. 

•f Vide pa^es 802 to 807 of ditto. 
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address, with its enclosure, of the 25th February last; the earlier transmission 
of this report has been delayed by my indisposition. 

2. This communication details his proceedings, in pursuance of the instruc¬ 
tions issued to the Political Agent, in accordance with the orders of Govern¬ 
ment, on his proceeding to the Puncbmahals to enter upon his new charge. 
The conference with Dowlut Rao Sindia’s manager, explained to that autho¬ 
rity the nature and duties of his situation and the line of action intended in 
future to be observed tsiwards the wild classes of Naikras, Bheels, and Meh- 
wasees, in the reasonable expectation of inducing them, by the stimulus of hope 
of immediate good and fear of punishnjput, to relinquish the evil courses they 
have been so long accustomed to pursue. 

3. The means proposed do not seem to have entirely met with the Mana¬ 
ger’s acquiescence, who took another view of the subject, and desired that a 
more summary mode of procedure should be adopted towards them, one more 
consonant to Muratha usage; this was of course very properly objected to by 
the Political Agent. After some further observations, the issuing of joint 
summonses to the Chiefs was resolved upon, and in most cases these were 
attended to; but since of course a system of perfect confidence could not 
at once be established, it became necessary to grant Bhat security for the 
personal safety of the Chiefs summoned, which in some instances was 
demanded. 

4. On the arrival of the Chiefs in camp, the new order of things was care¬ 
fully explained to them, and securities were then taken from the Mehwasees 
and Naikras for their future good conduct. 

5. The Manager here wished an investigation and settlement of various 
claims against these Chiefs to be entered into by the Agent, who very judicious¬ 
ly represented to him the propriety and policy of postponing such a subject of 
irritation until the peace of the districts had in the first instance been perfectly 
secured. 

6. I observed that many of the principal Chiefs of tribes had attended the 
camp readily, and among them the notorious Thokoor Humeer Sing, who, with 
some others, long the scourge of the vicinal districts of the Gaekwar, have one 
and all agreed to furnish security for future good behaviour. 

7. The translation of the security bond forms an enclosure to the Political 
Agent’s report, and is in my opinion unexceptionable in its terms. I beg leave 
to refer the Honorable the Governor in Council to the document, and I am 
hopeful that these retaliations and plundering excesses will now be put an end to. 

8. I attribdee the early and ready attendance of all the Chiefs to the well 
known character of Mr. Willoughby, established by the uniform tenor of his 
proceedings in Rajpeepla and the Gaekwar districts in the Nerbudda, where 
he successfully introduced a better order of things, than had been ever known 
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in that country for years; but I entertain great doubts of the cordiality of tlie 
Manaaer, for it seems that notwitlistanding'hc assented to the terms of llie 
security bond, yet he absurdly enough desired to exact similar ones from tho 
JVIehwasees of his own districts ns well as those of the Gackwar, on his own 
authority; this desire Mr. Willoughby at once checked. 

9, The measure of defraying the expenses qf the Mehtas and Peons pro¬ 
posed to be entertained and stationed in the different places enumerated, for 
the purpose of intelligence, is judicious, and might b> paid by the Gackwar 
and Sindia Governments, whose territories are so much benefitted by the 
arrangement, the charge of which |)rcsout is exclusively borne by the 
British Government. 

10. These proceedings, now submitted, are entitled to credit from tlie 
temperate and judicious firmness of the Agent, as opposed to the violence of 


the Manager, 


I have the honour to be, kc. 


• (Signed) J. Williams, llesident. 

Daroda Itcsidcncij, \Zlh Mureh 182(). 


No. 7 of 182G. 

From J. P. WiLLOiJGiiny, P’sq., Political Agent, 

To J. W'lLLiAMs, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated the 2btU Fehrunry 

_I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your dcsjiatch and 

enclosures, dated the 8th imstant, and to report my arrival in the Powaghur 
Punchraahals, and the commencement of tho duties entrusted to my agency. 

2 On the 15th instant I was visited by Untajoe Rao Damodur, t le pitsui 

Ma„,ser ‘hi* 7'“"'°“ 

1 delivered Uie order issued by bis Govermuc.it, ..1U1.0I1..S to bin. n.y 
appointment and its general objects. 

3. I embraced Ibis opportunity ot crplaiumg to the Manager ,n dcla. tho 
instructions I bad received, informing liim that my .lUenlion la ' 
principally directed Idwaids effecting scltlcuenls vritb Ibc 
Ltra population of these districts, avoiding ' 

administraL of the country exclusively ‘ ^ 

I also explained the nalui e of the arrangemenu I proposed .n 
endeavonSng .0 effect .ith the rude 

rvbich I need scarcely remark „ founded m the exercise 01 g 
conciliation toward, them, an almost general amnesty tor pre 

measure, for the future, and a reciprocal sccurrt, tor lhe,r own r.ghu and thc« 
which may be due to the Government to whom the, owe allegiance. 



814 


4. Considering the system, so radically different from the above, which has 
been so long and systematically pursued in this province, I was prepared to 
expect my plans would not meet with the Manager’s entire approval. He 
unequivocally declared they did not meet with his concurrence, and strongly 
urged the necessity of coercive measures being resorted to, such as the 
destruction of villages and their inhabitants, and the infliction of retributive 
justice (as he termed it) for paS>t offences, observing it to be his opinion, that 
no satisfactory settlemet^s could be effected without first creating an impression 
of fear and terror in t^ie minds of those with whom I had to deal. I mildly 
but decidedly discountenanced the resorting to such measures until those 1 
had proposed should fail, or except in cases of the most urgent necessity. 

6. In the course of this interview, the Manager admitted that all the Naikra 
Chiefs, and many of the Mehwasees, were not sufficiently under his authority 
to warrant the expectation that they would obey a summons issued direct 
through him; but notwithstanding this admission, wliich was perfectly correct, 
he most inconsistently objected to my procuring their attendance by any other 
means. 1 informed him it was altogether immaterial to me by what channel 
the summons was issued, provided it ensured tire attendance and obedience of 
the parties summoned, but that after the above admission on his part, I thought 
it would be most expedient that a joint summons, conveyed by his people, 
should be issued in the name of the Gwalior Government by both of us. After 
some hesitation this proposition was agreed to and adopted, and though 
hitherto it has generally succeeded, in some instances I have been obliged to 
have recourse to Bhats of the country, to induce, by assurances, the Chiefs to 
come in, many of them not having as yet full confidence that any amelion 
rating change in the system hitherto pursued towards them is intended. 

6. My attention is now principally directed towards exacting the most 
efficient security and counter-securities procurable from the whole of the Meh-t 
wasee and Naikra villages incl«ded in this Agency. The Manager wished me 
to enter on an immediate investigation and settlement of numerous claims he 
had to bring forward, but acquiesced in the propriety of such being postponed 
until the peace of the country had been secured. 

7. It affords me great satisfaction in being able thus early to report the 
peaceable submission of the greater part of the Mehwasee Chiefs of the Hallole 
and Kallole districts, viz. of the former eleven, and of the latter twenty-two, 
and among them thatof the Thakoor Humeer Sing, whose extensive depredations 
in the Baria territory, formed the subject of my letter to the Chief Secretary 
to Government'dated the 9th of November last. It is with still greater satis^ 
faction (as being more unexpected) that I am able to report a similar sub-' 
mission of the principal and most notorious of the Naikra Chiefs residing 
in the jungly trnct of country which surrounds the Hill of Pownghur and 
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Champaneer, whose excesses in the districts of Sunkeira, Duhhoy, &(5. have 
been so often complained of hy the Gaekwkr Government. The latter were 
induced to come in after considerable hesitation, and under the greatest 
dread and distrust of the treatment they would meet with; but I soon succeeded 
in removing these impressions, by assurances of future safety and just treat¬ 
ment, on relinquishing their present predatory arxl abandoned pursuits. TJiey 
have in consequence agreed to furnish security for their good conduct, and 
have submitted to such other arrangements as yet proposed for their future 
government and restraint. > 

8. I shall hereafter have the honour to report the nature and details of 
these and other arrangements now in progress when th’ey have been extended 
throughout my charge, accompanying the same with tabular and explanatory 
statements. I take, however, the earliest opportunity of submitting, for your 
information, copy and translation of a security bond which has already been 
obtained from the Mehwasee Chief of the village of Kunjerrec, and several 
others, tributary to or in allegiance to the Gwalior Government, and which I 
propose uniformly to obtain from all the Chiefs of this description within my 
charge, whether subject to His Highness the Gaekwar or to Dowlut llao Sin* 
dial I should have wished to have obtained your approval of its general nature 
previous to carrying it into effect, but the season being so far advanced does not 
admit of further delay in commencing entering into these engagements with 
these classes, who are very numerous. I am however induced to believe that 
the bond will be considered unexceptionable, and adapted to the prpsent state of 
the country and the customs and habits of those from whom it is demanded. 
It appears to me to embrace, in the most comprehensive manner, every object 
which it is desirable to secure and obtain; to contain the strictest provisions for 
securing the tranquillity of this province; to check the exce-sses and outrages 
which have reduced it to the brink of ruin j to restrain and provide for tbo 
adjustment of all dissensions and disputes among the Chiefs themselves; to 
secure the just and ancient rights and claims of every description due to the 
Government on the one hand, and those of the Mehwasee Chiefs on the other j 
and finally to place the investigation and settlement of both entirely and 
unreservedly in the hands of Government. Ihe engagement consists of fifteen 
Articles, the abject and tendency of each of which being sufficiently manifested, 
I shall confine myself to giving the above’ general outline of its nature, referiing 
you for details to the deed itself. The security required for the due observance 
of the engagement is of a mixed nature, consisting, 1st, of the possessions and 
whole property of the Chiefs being pledged on their part for its observance; 2nd, 
the security of Baroots for the same; and 3rd, the counter-security of two, 
three, or more Mehwasee Chiefs of vicinal villages, the whole in the aggregate 
constituting a complete Sanklee Samin, or connected chain of security, which 
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t trust, when once generally set in motion, will only require a eonstant 
•vigilance and supervision on my f>ai't to maintain and keep unimpaired. 

9. The engagement was, in the first instance, submitted for the information 
and opinion of the Manager, with a request that he would suggest any addition 
or modification in its terms which might appear to him expedient. With the 
exception, however, of one or*two verbal alterations^ it received his unqualified 
acquiescence. In giving this assent, however, the Manager intimated it to be 
his desire, to exact separate bonds of a similar nature, not only from the 
Mehwasees of this province, but from those subject to the Gaekwar Govern¬ 
ment in the adjacent districts—a request altogether inadmissible, inasmuch 
as it implied the resumption of the system, in which the necessity of the 
establishment of this Agency originated. 

10. The 14th Article of the agreement refers to a measure to which I 
beg the sanction of Government, viz. to the entertaining of five or six District 
Mehtas, with Peons attached to each, on a salary of from 20 to 30 rupees each, 
in proportion to the extent and importance of their respective charges and 
their relative conveniences or inconveniences, for the same purposes and 
objects as those employed on the north-western frontier of Guzerat under the 
Political Agent at Pahlunpoor. This is the only mode which occurs to me likely 
to ensure my being kept constantly apprized of the state of affairs and events 
occurring throughout the extensive range of country included in this Agency. 
I shall require from the persons entertained for this duty, security for their 
good behaviqur and conducting themselves in conformity to written instruc¬ 
tions which will be furnished for their guidance, directing them to confine 
themselves to reporting any infraction of existing engagements, any disturbance 
of the public peace, and such othef information as may be necessary, and 
particularly avoiding in the slightest degree any direct interference with the 
Chiefs, whose conduct they will have to observe and report Upon. The expense 
of this necessary aid is trifling, and may either be directly borne by Govern¬ 
ment, or (should it seem fit) by the Chiefs themselves, in proportion to their 
means, though the first mode will be the most preferable. 

11. I have been thus particular in reporting my preliminary proceedings in 
this province, because they appear to have created considerable dissatisfaction 
and distrust on the part of the Manager, particularly within the last few days, 
who evinces in consequence an intention to withhold all information and 
co-operation required of him, without which I can hardly expect to succeed in 
effecting the arrangements I have been directed to carry into effect. I wish 
to avoid makifig any formal complaint on this subject, trusting by firmness 
mixed with conciliation to be able to induce the Manager to lend his aid in 
carrying into effect the objects of the allied Governments. Copy of this and all 
subsequent reports of my proceedings in the* Punchmahals will be forwarded 
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direct for the information of the Resident at Gwalior, through whose friendly 
mediation I hope to receive every proper siip^iort and countenance on the part 
of the Gwalior Durbar. 


I have the honour to bo, &c. 
(Signed) J, P. Willoughby, Political Agent. 
Rajpeepln and Pownghur Punchmahals, 

Political Agent's Office, 2oth February 18r2(). 


Translation of a Fuel Zamin, or Secnritij Bond for good behaviour, entered into 
with the Sirhar Alijnh Bahadoor ((lorcrninent of .Dowlot Bio Slndin ), 
through the mediation of J. P. WiUonghhg, F.iy., Bolitiral Aanit on the 
part of the British Government in the Prorince. of Beira Kantii and the 
Zilla of Powaghnr, by Thfihnor Kesree Sing Ahhrh Sing, and his son 
Deep Sing, proprietors of the ATehwase.c Village, of Knnjerree, of the Unl- 
lole Purguna, dated Hth Maha Sood, Svmrnt 18X2, Xbth Febninrg lS2ti. 

We, of our free will, and in perfect possession ol’ our faculties, have cntcrcil 
into a bond with the Sirkar, containing the uiulernicntioned Articles of agree¬ 
ment, the same being binding in pcr|)ctuity on ourselves, our brethren and 
relations,,^on all inhabitants or persons bearing arms, residimg vvitbin the 
.Tampla or gates of the village or villages belonging to us, or outside in its (or 
their) suburbs, usually designated Mowada, Wara or Was, to wit:— 

Article I.—We will conduct ourselves as peaceable Iv’yuts, observing 
respect to the (IJmul) authority of the Sirkar (Government) which has 
hitherto been established over the above-mentioned village or villages, or 
lands under our management, and paying imjilieit obedience to its (the 
Government’s) orders. Whatever settlement the Sahib (or Agent) may 
make of the Jurnabundec, Babtees, Gliansdana, or other just claims hitherto 
paid by us to the Government, we will agree to the same, and in conformity 
thereto pay the amount year by^car. We will, moreover, pay annually what¬ 
ever Dhan (taxes) it may have been the anc ient cu.itom to levy on Oopurvvuria 
land (situated in other villages) cultivated by us, or any Sulamee which may 
be due upon our Wanta or other lands. We will also pay (Huckdar-no Huck) 
the rights of individuals according to ancient custom. 

Article II,—We will reside in tl^ country belonging to the Government 
after the manner of Ryuts, carrying on each his own proper Hi ade or occu¬ 
pation, and cultivating the soil. We will not live in enmity, or enter into any 
dispute, or commit any breach of the peace with any one residing in the dis¬ 
tricts belonging to Government, to any Falookdar, oi Zumindar; neither will 
lOtr 
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we quarrel nor make disputes with one another. We will pay implicit obedience 
io the orders we may receive frbm those Tbanas (detachments of troops) of 
Government which are at present, or may hereafter be established. 

Article III.—We will furnish to the Agent a detailed account of all our 
just and ancient rights, Geeras, Wanta, Dhan, and Rukhoopa dues, as well as 
of any claims we may possees upon any person or persons residing in the 
districts belonging to Governirlent, to any Talookdar, or Zumindar, specifying 
the place or places fromfcwhence they may be due. We stipulate for ourselves 
and brethren and descAidants in perpetuity, to abide by whatever settlement 
the Agent may make of such of these ap on investigation may appear to be 
founded in equity ; whdtever proportion (of these rights) the Government may 
grant to us, we will thankfully receive. If at any time a boundary dispute 
shall arise between us and any one, we will make the same known to the 
Agent, and abide by any settlement of the same which to him may seem good 
and equitable. 

Article IV.—If we have obtained possession of any village or land or 
Geeras by advancing money on loan, we will abide by any settlement which 
the Government may prescribe for the liquidation of such portion of such debt 
ns on inquiry may be found to be justly due. We renounce all claim to such 
villages, lands, or Geeras, and will not enter into any direct discussion or 
dispute with their inhabitants or proprietors. If any dispute shall hereafter 
arise in our dealings and transactions with any one, we will make Government 
acquainted wjth the same, and consent to abide by whatever settlement it may 
mediate. Wo will not enter into any direct disputes with the villagers, nor 
demand more from them than the award of Government; neither will we cause 
any extra expense to fall on any village. 

Article V.—If it should be made known to Government that we have 
unjustly possessed ourselves of, or forcibly occupied any village or land, we 
stipulate to make restitution of the same on receiving directions to that effect. 
In future we will not possess ourselves of, or receive any written deeds, making 
over to us by sale, by mortgage, or by gift, any village or land or Pusaecta 
or Geeras, without obtaining the previous sanction of Government. 

Article VI.—We will not associate with criminals (Apradee) or outlaws 
(Bharwuteeas) from any of the districts belonging to the Government, or to 
any Talookdar or^ Zumindar; we will not afford an asylum to any robber or 
disturber of the public peace, nor will we permit any one belonging to our 
village or villages to do so. We will nether ourselves give them food or a 
resting place, P/or allow any one to do so. If perchance any persons of this 
description fall into our power, we will seize and deliver them over to the 
custody of Government. If we are proved to hold intercourse with them, 
we hold ourselves responsible for their persons and crimes, and liable to 
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sucli fines as may be imposed onus. If thieves be traced into our villages 
or within our boundaries, we will carry oti the trace to another village and 
establish the theft on it; otherwise we will produce the thieves and cause 
restitution of the property stolen to be made. We will neither associate with 
thieves nor ourselves committheft. If any robbery or misdemeanour committed 
by any other village comes to our knowledge we will immediately inform 
Government of the same, or on failure of doing So answer for the omission, and 
be subjected to a fine. If perchance any one belonging to our villages proceed 
(with the intention to commit theft or any other crime) to any village belonging 
to Government, to any Talookdar, or^umindar, we will answer for the same; 
and should he be caught in the fact and happen to btl slain, we renounce the 
claim called Runwutteea (blood money) on that village, and will neither 
ourselves make it nor permit any one to do so. 

Article VII.—Should the Geeras, Runwutteea, Wuchan, or Pusaceta rights 
of any Geerasia who may be now residing or may hereafter come to reside in 
our villages, be interfered with,' or prohibited by any one, we will represent 
his case to the Government, and prevent his making any direct disturbance on 
the subject. If we fail to do so, and any injury ensues, we hold ourselves 
responsible for the same, or to deliver up the Geerasia oll'endmg into the hands 
of Government. We will also make such arrangements with all Rajpoots and 
Koolees who are now or may hereafter be in our employ, as will prevent them 
making-aay disturbance in any place, under pretence of any claims they may 
have on us, so long as they may continue in and after their dischuvgc from our 


service ; otherwise we will be responsible for the conscfjucnces. 

Article VIll.— Should we have appropriated any of our hereditary 
lands, or property, or coparceners’ share, Geeras, Wanta, or Piisaecta rights, 
either in liquidation of debts, in Runwutteea, or by free gift, we promise 
not to resume such (assigned) without previously corning to a fair settlement 
of that debt, or making a fair exchange. We bind ourselves not to interfere 
with or trench upon such Geeras or A»jda (provision or assignment) lands, &c. 
which may, in conformity to ancient custom, belong to our brethren or 
other persons. In this respect we will make no change; but should any 
dispute arise in either 6f the above cases, we will represent the same to the 
Agent, and will.conform to and abide by any orders we may receive on the 
subject consonant with justice. We will, not, moreover, injure or oppress 
unjustly any respectable bankers, Bramins, or poor persons who may reside 

'"r»T*Tx.-We »ill notm any .vay 

■frequenting the eountry, but will efficiently preserve and keep the peace of the 
highway. Should any injury be suatained (by them) w,th,noarhm,t., w. wtU 
prudue. the person or persons who occ«ioned tt, or be responstblc tor the 
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same. We promise not to levy more Guddhaee or other dues from merchants 
than those which are sanctioned by long and ancient usage. On this point 
we will not enter into any further discussion hereafter. 

Article X.—We will afford protection to any person dependant on or in 
the service of Government, or to any detachments of Government troops 
(Surenjauin) who may halt vwthin our limits, and will furnish guides to escort 
them in safety beyond our bo'undaries. In this matter we will not fail to act 
in conformity with the (Wstom of the country (Mool’k Sereshteh). 

Article XI.—>We Vv ill discharge any Seebundy, whether of horse or foot, 
Sindians, Arabs, Mukranees, or Puri^ees who may at present be in our 
employ, and will not 'nereafter entertain in our service any such descriptions 
of foreign mercenaries, either of horse or foot, nor will we permit any one to 
do so. If from this time it is proved that we act contrary to this stipulation, 
we hold ourselves responsible for doing so, and liable to be fined, or to undergo 
any other punishment the Government may inflict. 

Article XII.—In conformity with the wishes of the Government of the 
Honorable Company, we will not permit the open or concealed import or 
export of opium unaccompanied by a permit or seal (Chtip). On this point 
we will adopt efficient arrangements within our limits, and should we discover 
any illicit opium we will seize it, and report the circumstances to the Govern¬ 
ment. We will, moreover, act up to any arrangements adopted in future by 
Government for regulating the trade in opium. 

Article XIII. —We will conduct ourselves in conformity to any orders 
we may receive from the Government independent of the above Articles; 
and should Government require the presence of any xme for the purpose of 
giving evidence in any matter or transaction under investigation, we promise 
to ))roducc the person so required. 

Article XIV.—Should a Mehta and Peon be stationed in our village on 
the part of Government, for the purpose of observing and reporting the due 
observance of the present agreement, we promise to make them acquainted 
with every occurrence, and to furnish them such accounts faithfully as it may 
be usual for Government to demand. 

AHTiCLte XV.—This engagement is binding on us and on our descendants 
from generation to generation in perpetuity ; wherefore, on our decease, should 
a son survive us, we stipulate that he succeed to the management of our 
estate with the knowledge and sanction of Government. In case of our 
having no son and heir, and we wish to provide ourselves with one by adoption, 
we promise tu represent our wishes to Government, and abide by its orders on 
the subject. 

In this manner we have entered into these fifteen Articles of agreement, 
and will conduct ourselves in conformity* to the same peaceably for ever and 
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ever, or submit to any punishment Government may award for any infraction 
thereof. We pledge our WuUim lands, Geefas, and other j)roperty as security 
for their due observance. We also furnish as perpetual securities for our good 
behaviour, personal appearance, and that we will act in strict conformity to 
what is written above, the Baroots Huniecr Sing Devee Sing and MehtabSing 
Kaleedas, inhabitants of the village of Kunjerreu of the llallole Purguna, and, 
as our perpetual counter-securities, Puggee Je6t Sing Puttoobhye (proprietor) 
of the village of Surnej of the Wangoria Purguir*, Puggee Narrainbliye 
Udeh Sing (proprietor) of the village of Bakrolle of die same Purguna, and 
Baria Uwul Sing (proprietor) of the village of Sakurda of the Barodu 
Purguna, they will observe their part of this eoiitracf, and oblige us to do so 
for ever and ever in perpetuity, for which their properly is held responsible. 


(Signed) 


Tiiakooh Kesuee Sing AiiitEit SiN<i (what 
is written is genuine), for himself, his son 
Deej) Sing, brethren, dependants, and all 
under his authority. 


-CL 


Declaration made Inj the Unroots hccomiiirj Securities. 

We declare that, of our own liee will and accord, we become security for 
the good behaviour, and personal bail for tlie parties entering into the above 
engagement. 


(Signed) Baeoot lh;MEER Sing Devee Sing, 




)» 


Bakoot Meiitaii SiNii Kaleedas, 
of tlie village of Kiiiijen ee. 



Declaration made hij the Persons Itccomiiif/ ('uuuter-Sccurities. 

We, of our o.wn free will, and in jrcrfect possession of our seiisi-s, become 
counter-security in perpetuity, year by year and from generation to generation, 
to the Government, for the peaceable and proper ohservaiicc of what is 
subscribed to above. We will abide by the same and cause it to be duly kept. 
If our principal does not act in conformity with wliat he lias subscribed to, 
and does not afford ,the satisfiiction demanded by Government, wc, either 
collectively or individually, are responsible for him, and jilcdgc our possessions 
and property as security for being so. 

This declaration is sincere and true. 

(Signed) Puggee Jeetsi.ng Puttooiihye, of Surnej. 

„ Puggee Narbainbhve Udeii Sing, of Bakrolle. 

Bakia Bawabiive Uwul Sing, of Sakurda. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) J. P. Willouguby, I’olitical Agent. 
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No. 94 of 1826. 

Political Department. 
From J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. NEWNHAM, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 13f/t March 1826. 

Sir, —I do myself the honour to submit copy of a further report from the 
Political Agent in the'Punchmahals; this letter encloses copy of a security 
bond, similar in principle to the one before transmitted but simplified, and is 
well calculated, as before observed, to attain the object contemplated. 

2. Six of the Naikra Chiefs have subscribed to the conditions of the bond. 
The Agent has thought fit to station a detachment at Wandurda, consisting of 
infantry and irregular horse, under charge of an Officer, the reasons for which 
are cogent; the instructions enclosed in the letter, being copy of the requisition 
to the Officer commanding the detachment, a;-e clear and conclusive. 

3. The Manager had been requested to station a Thana of his own at 
Tallowree for the same reasons which induced the Agent to place one at 
Wandurda, and the Manager consented after some discussion. It is satisfac¬ 
tory that the Chiefs themselves, in whose Talookas the detachments are 
respectively stationed, made no objection to the measure. 

4. Mr. Willoughby proposes that some few of the Chiefs of the Naikras 
and Bheels should be entertained in the service of Sindia’s Government; this 
would be desirable, and perhaps the Resident at Gwalior might be able to 
induce the acquiescence of that Court. The expense is stated to be trifling, 
not more than 250 rupees per mensem, or say 300, and their services might be 
made most beneficial to the public interests. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, \Zth March 1826. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 2rd March 1826. 

Sib, —In continuation of the report of my proceedings in this province 
contained in my letter of the 25th ultimo, I have now the honour to submit 
copy and translation of the security bond I propose endeavouring uniformly to 
obtain from that whole of the Naikra Chiefs residing within the limits of this 
Agency. 

2. This document does not require any detailed explanation or remark, 
being in principle and tenor of the same kind as the one transmitted in my 
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letter above referred to. It has, however, purposely been drawn out in a 
more simple and concise form (consisting of eight Articles only), as being 

better adapted to the wild and singular class for whose future restraint and 

government it is proposed. 

3. The Naikra Chiefs referred to in the 7th paragraph of my letter of 
the 25th ultimo, si.x in number, have, I am happyto report, already subscribed 
to and furnished as efficient security as could h^ve been expected, for the due 
observance of its provisions, and have ratified the er^agement by an oath 
peculiar to their caste. The particulars of these arrangfements will be hereafter 
submitted in one general report, with any information I may procure respecting 
the Chiefs and their connections and the caste in general. 

4. Being convinced by experience that the only mode of securing 
permanency to engagements of this nature, entered into by such an uncivilized 
and predatory caste, is to adopt preventive measures to check the possibility 
of their infraction, I have deemed it expedient to station, for the present, a 
detail of 100 rank and file, and a few Irregular Horse, at the village-of 
Wandurda, from its central situation (with reference to the Naikra villages) 
and other advantages the most eligible post for preventing future excesses. 

****** 

6. I have suggested to the Koraavisdar the expediency of his stationing a 
Thana of his own troops at a place called Tullowrec, to which, after some 
hesitation, he agreed. Mehtas on my part will, for the present, he stationed 
at both these places, to report upon the conduct of the Chiefs and.the manner 
in which they observe their engagements. I am happy to add that no 
umbrage or displeasure was evinced by the Chiefs on the adoption of these 
measures. I had certainly expected such would have been manifested by them, 
but the contrary being the case, some foundation exists for placing reliance in 
their promises of future amendment. 

7. The rights of these Chiefs will hereafter be investigated and reported 

upon ; but I embrace this opportunity to recommend that service, on a limited 
scale, should be given to them and a few of their followers by the (joverninent 
of Sindia. I have suggested the expediency of this measure to the Manager, 
who (though he seemed fully to admit its policy, and with reference to the 
beneficial results it-would produce, economy) stated he could not carry it into 
effect without receiving the express sanction of-his Government. * 

8. Under these circumstances a reference appears necessary to the Resident 
at Gwalior, to obtain the sanction of the Government of Dowlut Rao Sindia to 
the measure, provided it meets with his concurrence. I should 'conceive that 
the monthly expense ought not to exceed lls. 250, nor be less than Rs. 200 
per mensem, to be divided among the Chiefs, in reference to their rank and 
consequence, and to be disbursed ftither from the ample Nemnook granted to 
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the Manager for the expenses of the management of this province, or from the 
amount of tribute to be hereafter collected by me on account of Sindia’s 
Government. The Chiefs and followers entertained on this account should 
be distributed among the different Thanas kept up by Government, to 
co-operate with them in maintaining the tranquillity of the country, in which 
their local knowledge will render them extremely useful, particularly as guides 
and informants. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P, Willoughby, Political Agent. 

Rajpeepla and Powaghur Punchmahals, 

Political Agent's Office, Zrd March 182G. 


Translation of a Fuel Zamin, or Security Bond for good behaviour, entered into 
with the Sirhar Alijah Bahadoor (Government of Dowlut Rao Sindia), 
through the mediation of J. P. Willoughby, Bsquire, Political Agent on 
the part of the British Government in the Province of Rewa Kanta and 
Zilla of Powaghur, by Kesur Veerum, Roopa Kesur, and Uinra Kesur, 
Naihra Chiefs, of the Village of Shewrajpoor, of the Hallola Pnrguna, 
dated Maha Wud the 2nd, Sumvut 1882, or the 2Ath February 182G. 

We, of our own accord, and in possession of our faculties, enter into the 
undermentioned Articles of agreement with theSirkar, the same being binding 
in perpetuity on ourselves, our brethren, and all who reside in our village :— 

Article I.—We will not commit any kind of disturbances, or any breach 
of the peace, in the territory or in any village or place under the authority of 
the Governments of Dowlut Rao Sindia, or of the Gaekwar, or of the 
Honorable Company, or of any Talookdar or Zumindar; neither will we quarrel 
or make disputes among ourselves. We will not, either singly or in gangs, 
rob on the highway; nor commit Jhansa ourselves, nor will we allow any one 
to do so. We will not associate with robbers or thieves, but seize them and 
all other disturbers of the public peace, and deliver them up to the custody of 
Government, whose orders we will in every respect implicitly obey. 

Article II.—We will conduct ourselves as peaceable Ryuts, each carrying 
on his own cultivation or peculiar trade, labour, or service. Whatever Jum«- 
bundee or other dues may be the ancient right of the Sirkar, or of individuals, 
we will pay the same year by year in conformity to any settlement or 
adjustment the Sahib (Agent) may make. 

Article III.—We will represent in detail to the Agent whatever Gecras, 
Wanta, Dhati, Rukhoopoo dues or any other just rights we may possess in any 
place in the districts belonging to the Governments, or any Talookdar or 
Zumindar, or any claims we may have on individuals. Whatever proportion 
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af these may on inquiry be found to be just, we will agree for ourselves and 
brethren to receive in perpetuity such proportion in any manner which he (the 
Agent) may arrange; on this subject we will not make any disturbance or 
discussion with the villages direct. Should we have unjustly possessed ourselves 
of, or forcibly occupied any village, land, &c. &c. belonging to the Governnicnts, 
Talookdars, Zumiudars, or other persons, we promise to make restitution of the 
same, on receiving orders from Goverament to do so; and stipulate in future 
not to obtain any village, lands, Gecras, &c. &c. eithor by mortgage, sale, or 
gift, without the previous concurrence of Government. 

Article IV.—We will not entertain in our service any Sindians, Mukranees, 
Arabs, or Purdesees, whether of horse or foot, and will dismiss any I'oreign 
mercenaries of this description who may at present be in our employ. If 
from henceforth we are proved to act eontrary to this stipulation, ue will 
be responsible for the same to Government, and submit to a fine or any other 
punishment it may inflict. ' 

Article V.—If henceforward any roI)bery or crime is proved against ns, 
we will answer for the same in such manner as Government may direct, and 
bear the expense of the Mohsuls plac(!d ujionour vill.igo. 

Article VI.—We will afford protection to any merchants or single 
travellers frequenting the higliway, and fui iiish them with guides for their safe 
escort beyond our limits, in conformity with the custom of the country ; we 
will not molest or injure them in any way, and should injuiy hc^fall them in 
our limits we will produce the person who occasioned it, or be resjionsible for 
the damage sustained. 

Article VII.—Should any one belonging to our village proceed any 
where with the intention to commit theft or any other crime, he shall be made 
to answer for the same, and should he, being cauglit in the fact, happen to be 
slain, we will not prefer the claim called liunwutteea (blood money) nor allow 
any other person to do so. 

Article VIII.—We will pay obedience to any orders we niay receive from 
the Tbaiias of Government, wbicli are now or may hereafter be established. 
We will remain subject fro their authority and orders. In this manner we have 
entered into these eight Articles of agreement, and will act peaceably in 
conformity thereto for ever and ever, or submit to any punishment Government 
may inflict for any infraction thereof. We pledge our Wuttun, lands, Gecras, 
and other property as security for the same ; we also give as perjietual securities 
for our good behaviour, personal ajipearaiice, and that we will act in strict 
conformity to what is above written, the liaroots llumecr Sing Devee Sing and 
Mehtab Sing Kaleedas, of the village'of Kunjen ee, of the Halloie Purguna, 
and as our perpetual counter-securities Juinadur Syed bin Suleeinan, of the 
llallole Purguna, and Mohunt Dtveeghur llurrceghur of the village of 
105r 
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Kurachela, and Naick Dheroo Gober of the village of Dhurola of the Hallole 
Purguna; they will observe their part of this contract, and oblige us to do so, 
for ever and ever in perpetuity, for which their property is held responsible. 


(Signed) 


» • 


9 > 


Naick Kksub Veebum, 

4 

Naick Roopa Kesub, 



Naick Umba Kesub, 



‘ for themselves, brethren, and all under their authority. 


Declaration made hy the Baroots becoming Securities, 

We declare that, of our own free will and accord, we become security for 
the good behaviour, and personal bail foi; the parties entering into the above 
engagement. 

(Signed) Baroot Humeeb Sing Devee Sing. 

„ Baroot Mehtau Sing Kaleedas, of Kunjerree. 

Declaration made hy the persons becoming Counter-Securities. 

We, of our own free will, and in perfect possession, of our senses, become 
counter-security in perpetuity, year by year, and from generation to generation, 
to the Government, for the peaceable and proper observance of what is 
subscribed to above. We will abide by the same and cause it to be duly kept. 
If our principal does not act in conformity with what he has subscribed to, 
and does not afford the satisfaction demanded by Government, we either 
collectively or individually are responsible for him, and pledge our possessions 
and property as security for being so. This declaration is sincere and true. 

(Signed) Sved bin Soleeman, Jumadar of Hullole. 

„ Mohunt Deveegiiur Hcbbeegiiur, of Kurachela. 





n 


Naick Dheroo Gober, of Dhurola. 



(True copy) 

(Signed) J. W. Muspbatt, 2nd Assistant Resident. 
(True translations) 

(Signed) J. t*. Willoughby, Political Agent. 



827 


Political Department. 
From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Resiijent at Bahoda. 

Dated Qth April 1826. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters dated 
the 13th ultimo, Nos. 93* and 94,f forwarding copies of despatches from the 
Political Agent in Sindia’s districts, detailing his proceedings since assuming 
charge of his new appointment, and to acquaint you that Mr. Willoughby’s 
views appear to be just and his proceedings judicious. * 

Tlie Governor in Council concurs with you in the proposed measures 
regarding the entertainment of the Mehtas and Peons for the purjiose of giving 
intelligence. * 

The Governor in Council directs me to refer you to the instructions contained 
in my letter of the 13thJ of last mouth, and to refpiest that you will observe, 
in relation to the 3rd Article of the Fuel Zamin, the same caution and attention 
to former practice that was then recommended. The 3rd Article seems to 
embrace the terms of the 5th Article of Enclosure No. 3 to your despatch of 
the 7th October. 

With regard to the employmet^of a few of the Chiefs of the Naikras, as 
alluded to in the 4th para, of your letter No. 94, I have to acquaint you that a 
reference has been made to the Resident at Gwalior on the subject. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnuam, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, Gth Aid'll 1826. 


Political Department. 

From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Resident at Gwalior. 

J)ated Gl/i April 1826. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to transmit 
to you copy of a despatch. No. 94, from the Resident at Baroda, dated the 13th 
ultimo, with transcript of one from the Political Agent in Sindia’s Punchmahals, 
detailing his proceedings since assuming charge of his new office. 

The Governor in Council will be happy to learn your sentiments on the 
.employment of the-Naikra Chiefs in the manner suggested by Mr. Willoughby, 
and the probability of Sindia’s bearing a share of the expense. 

I have the honour to he, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, Chief Seerbtary. 

Bombay Castle, Qth April 1826. , 

* Vide page 811 of this Selection. . t Vide page 822 of this Selection. 

J Vide page 811 of this Selection. 
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Political Department, 
From J, Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda, 

To W. Newnuam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

Dated lOfA June 1826, 

Sir, —I have the honour to forward copy of a letter from the Political 
Agent in the Punchmahals and Ilajp'eepla to my address, briefly detailing his 
proceedings during the late circuit he had made of the whole of the Gaekwar 
districts which fell within the influence of the Agency, The petty States of 
Oodepoor, Baria, and Rajpeepla were also visited, and separate reports will be 
forwarded hereafter upon those places, 

2. ^ I am happy to observe that no difficulty has been experienced by Mr, 
Willoughby in taking the securities necessary from the Naikra and Mehwasee 
villages situated within the Gaekwar limits, and that the troops of His Highness 
attached to the Political Agent have conducted themselves in an exemplary 
manner. The deficiency in the number is not to be avoided; the Gaekwar 
Government is not able to maintain the large number of horses required for 
the different Agencies. 

3. The detachment under command of Captain Foquett appears to have 
behaved with great correctness, and the PolWcal Agent attributes the success 
which attended his proceedings in some measure to the presence and exem¬ 
plary discipline of the detachment. 

4. It is very satisfactory to know, that with the exception of Sindia’s 
possessions, every other part within the range of the Political Agent’s influence 
is in perfect iranquillity. 

6. I have approved of the different detachments stationed by Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby, and of the relief of the Nandod Detachment. 

6. It is not requisite for me to advert on this occasion to the zeal and activity 
of Mr. Willoughljy during this period, when that dreadful scourge, the cholera, 
was raging in camp and around him; he persevered till the duties he was en¬ 
gaged in were completed, and only returned on the setting in of the monsoon. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, Resident. 

Baroda Residency, lOtA June 1826. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in the Punchmahals, &c. 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 4t/t June 1826. 

Sir, —I have the honour to report, for your Information, that I have visited 
the petty States of Rajpeepla, Chota Oodepoor, and Baria. The condition of 
these petty States, and my proceedings with their respective Governments, will 
be separately reported upon in detail after my return to Baroda. 
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2. I have also completed a circuit of the wliole of the Gaokwar districfs 
included in this Agency, during which security and counter-securities of a 
satisfactory nature Imve been obtained from the whole of the Mehwasee, 
Bheel, and Naikra villages situated within them as yet placed under my superin¬ 
tendence. To enable me to effect this object, I have been under the necessity 
of making a tour of upwards of 500 miles, which at this season of the year has 
been rather harassing. Latterly, morever, the' Cholera morbus, which has 
prevailed to a most lamentable extent in many parts of my charge, made its 
appearance in my camp, and I regret to add, mo^t of the cases which fell 
under my immediate observation proved fatal in a fevv hours after the attack. 

3. I shall be able to report more satisfactorily upon the present condition 
of the villages above referred to on my return to Baroda, since the tribute due 
from them to Government and their own rights are to be investigated and 
settled in direct communication with the Baroda Durbar. I shall only, there¬ 
fore, now add that I am provided with all the information which is necessary 
to enter upon an investigation of jhe claims of all parties. 

4. The following is an abstract of the number of villages in each district from 
which security has been obtained, and which henceforward are entitled to the 
protection of the British Government to the extent and limits prescribed by the 
negotiations with the Gaekwar Government which preceded my appointment:— 


District 

of Saolee. 

20 

villages 

Ditto 

Wangaria .... 

4 

ditto. 

Ditto 

Dubhoy. 

1 

ditto. 

Ditto 

Bhadurpoor .. 

1 

ditto. 

Ditto 

Sunkaira .... 

21 

ditto. 

Ditto 

Tullukwara .. 

15 

ditto. 

Ditto 

Sinnore . 

2 

ditto. 

Ditto 

Wusravee .... 

34 

ditto. 


Total.. 

98 

villages. 


5. It affords me much satisfaction in being able to report, that I have re¬ 
ceived the most ready and cordial co-operation from the whole of the Gaekwar 
officers in charge of the above districts, to which in fact, in a material degree, is 
to be attributed the success which has attended my proceedings. 

6. The celerity with which security has been obtained, imposing the most 
salutary restraints upon so many villages and persons hitherto subsisting by 
plunder and subjected to no control whatever, is also in a very great degree 
to be attributed to the presence of the detachment of the 20th Regiment N. I., 
under the command of Captain Foquett, originally placed at my disposal. I 
gladly embrace this opportunity (and I trust I may do so without being 
considered presumptuous) of expressing my obligation to Captain Foquett for 
the readiness with whjch he has at all times met my views and wishes in 
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carrying into effect the orders of Government; and of bringing to your notice 
the uniform and exemplary good conduct of the detachment under his com¬ 
mand, so creditable to himself and the officers subordinate to him. Fortunately 
no necessity arose for resorting to coercive measures, but the moral influence 
arising from the presence of this detachment greatly contributed to the success 
of my proceedings, and the total absence of all complaint from the inhabitants 
of the extensive tract of country it had to traverse, is the most satisfactory proof 
I could mention of its discipline and good conduct. 

7. The detachment ot the Gaekwar Irregular Horse placed at ray disposal, 
nominally 200 but in reality no more than 150, conducted itself in a very 
creditable manner, and was of essential service. It has now been distributed 
in small Thanas, or posts, at places best calculated to protect the Company’s 
and Gaekwar districts, and to give permanency to the security engagemetits 
obtained. 

8. With the exception of the Punchmahals (where, from causes I could 
not control, similar arrangements have not ye/ been completely effected) I am 
happy to report general tranquillity has already been established throughout 
my charge, and in consequence I feel myself justified (though certainly not 
altogether without risk) in consideration of tlft want of troops which generally 
prevails, to dispense with the services of 100 rank and file from those at pre¬ 
sent under my orders. 

^ ^ ^ A 

■Ir ^ tP ^ ^ 

I have, &c. 

• (Signed) J. P. WiLLOUGiiuy, Political Agent. 

liajpeepla and Powaghur Punchmahals, 

Political Agent's Office, Ath June 182G. 


From D. GREENiiinL, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, 

To the Resident at Baeoda. 

Dated \stJuly 1826. 

Sib, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
10th ultimo, forwarding copy of one from the Political Agent in the Punch¬ 
mahals, detailing his proceedings during his late circuit of the Gaekwar’s 
districts within his Agency, and to acquaint you that Mr. Willoughby’s 
arrangements appear to have been perfectly judicious. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) D. Gbeenhill, Acting Secretary. 

Bombay Cattle, 1st July 1826. 



EXTRACTS FROM DESPATCTIKS 

ADpniissKi) «y 

THE HONORABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS 

TO 

THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY,. 

REVIEWING THE PRO(^EEDIN(iS OP MR..!. I*. W11.I.OUGIlBY, 
DETAILED AT PAGES :)«9 TO (!5:5 AND (ilW TO k;}| OF THIS 
SELECTION. 
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Extracts, Paras. 31 to 47, from a Despatch from the Honorable the Court of 
Directors to the address of the Bumhatf Gnrerwuent, dated the 16<A 
February 1825. 


J 

31. The reports here brouglit to our notice are highly creditable to the zeal 
and talents of Mr. Willoughby. 

32. The degree of inter[)osition whicjt you thought it necessary to exercise 
in the affairs of Rajpeepht, we consider to have been advisable. 

33. The arbitration of the claims of IS’arsing and Purtaub Sing to the 
Gadee, the final decision in favour of \arsing, and the investiture with the 
sovereignty of his son Verisal (Narsing being incapacitated by blindness), and 
the selection of a Karbarce and Potdar, appear unexceptionable. 

34. The collection of the Gackvvar tribute by Hritish agency is included in 
the general arrangements respecting Katteewar and Mahee Kanla, which have 
been already noticed by us. 

35. The resources of the State, with relln ence to its present circuinstance.s, 


t Two periods of five years, one 
amounting miiiiudlyfo Ks.l .d.s.d.'iS 

The other to.. LM-l.HSf 

Of wliich the average 


we apprehend are over-estiinated.’'*' The asses.s- 
inent (Its. 2,2t),27S) is mucli in excess of tlie 
average of the two |)eriods mentioned in your 


rvould he 


2,()l,()i'2 (j3id paragraj)!).-)- The e.vpensc.s arc stated at 


an amount (Rs. !)0,f)t)0) whicl), as we judge from the circumstances rejrorted 


* With refereiiee lo the remarks eoiiiained in this aiid (he following parap;i'a))h, Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby, on the 2-lth Oetober ISg.'i, submitted the hdlowiiif!; explanation 

I’or.ci i( Al, Dei’autment. 

From J. 1’. Wii.i.ocoHBV, Esq., Assistant Itesident, Ibiroila, 

To W. Nkwniiam, Esq., (Miief Seeretury to (ioveruinent, liombay. 

Dated ‘2Mh Octnher lS2.b. 


Sill,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despat<>li dated the 2(>th of 

.Inlv last, transmitting for my 
From W. Nuwm.am, Esq., Chief Secretary to C.ovcrn- •. 


incut, H'nntiay. 

To J. P. Wn.i.octiiiKY, I5sq., Assistantin Charitooftho 
Rcsuletiey at Baroda. 

Dated iC,th .tvty Wr,: 

Sin,—I have tho honour to transmit to yon, for your 
. information and any obseiwation.s yon may iiave to oifer,^ ibo 
accompanying copy of paragraphs 31 to 47 ol a despaieli from 

the llonoruiile the Court of J.)irectors, dated Itith l-eiiriiary 

last, regarding tho Kujpeeplu aflinrs. 

J have tlie honour to lie, ke. 
(Signed) \V. Nuwnham, Cliief Secretary. 
Bomhay Cai,tUi, 26th Jtdy IS'iO, 


information, and for any observa¬ 
tions 1 may have to offer, extract 
from a dcspateli from the Honor¬ 
able the Court Directors, dated 
the Ifiih February 182.5, np'on tho 
affairs of Rajpcepla. 

2. The observations I have to 
offer arc few in number, since the 


Bombay Cattle,, 26th Jtdy le-o, arrangement, adverted to in the 

despatch from the Honorable Court^re ft.r the .nost part honored with its commendation; 
106 r 
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concerning them, they are not expected tfverto fall short of, and which i^mav 
therefore be reasonably feared they will sometimes exceed. 

36. In the 62nd para, of the letter to which we are replying, the Rajpeepla 
tribute is stated at Rs. 75,000, for wliich you had tlie authority of Mr. Williams’ 
despatch ofthe 16th February 1822 ([)ara. 2), but that gentleman was then offer¬ 
ing an estimate ofthe probable resources and disbursements of the Rajpeepla 

anil my subsequent reports upon the affairs of Rajiieepl.i will, there is reason to hope, have 
tended to remove its apprehe^isioiis that the resources of this jretty State have been over¬ 
estimated. 

3. These apprehensions may, at least in part, he attributed to an error observable in the 
35th para, of the Honorable Court’s letter, wherein the avera>;e of the t'vo ])eriods selected 
for assessing the revenue of the State for Siimviit 1S73 (1821-22) is stated to have been fortho 
first Rs. 1,58,438, and for the second Us. 2,41,887; eonscipiently giving as the average 
of both Rs. 2,01,522, whereas the actual assessment made amounted to Rs. 2,2!t,278. 

4. It is only necessary, at this late iieriod, to refer the Honorable Hoard to my report to 
the Resident, dated the I'Hh of Janu.aiy 1S22,* explaining the jirineiples on uhieh the 
above assessment was fi.ved; and with reference, to the (ith ))ara. of th.at report to observe, 
that the two items from which the average of the llonoralile Court is obtained, arc the 
averages for the two periods selected of the revenue of one distriiit only, whereas the actual 
assessment ipioted comprised the revenues of every description due to the Government for the 
year referred to. 

5. The underwritten statement, tahen from the s.ame rejiort, e.vhibiting the decennial average 
amount of revenue obtained from each of the six piincipal districts ofthe country, contrasted 
with the actual assessment made on them for Sumvut 1878, will satisfy the Honorable Court 
that a system exactly the reverse of the one supposed was pursued in determining the latter :— 


No. 

Names of 

Distriefs. 

Deecnnia 

Average. 

AssessHHMit of 18 

7H (lb 

ei-w). 




Rs. 

(jr. 

reas. 

Rs. 

qr. 

Teas. 

1 

Nandod .... 


41,371 

3 

!)1 

4.'i,0!)5 

O 

0 

o 

Wurcetec .... 

• . . • • * • ■ 

22„355 

0 

48] 

15,7.58 

0 

0 

9 

Rhalode .... 

• • • • • •. . 

24.850 

0 

17 

17,010 

3 

60 

4 

Gowalee .... 


12,.'527 

3 

50 

11.000 

0 

0 

6 

Jugreea .... 


I5„r,10 

1 

50 

12,00.5 

0 

0 

6 

Jubboogaum ., 


!»,1()1 

1 

20 

7,001 

0 

0 



Total.... Rs. 

1,25,757 

2 

85] 

1,08,871 

1 

50 


This statement shows, that only in one instance did the assessment e.xceed the decennial 
average, and that the aggregate of the former upon the six districts fell short of the latter 
to the extent of Rs. J7,88()-l"3(l4. A continuation of the comparison would exhibit a 
still more favourable result, as for example, the decennial average from the Ruttonpoor district 
was ascertained to have been at least Rs. 30,000, whereas its assessment for 1878 was only 
Rs. 12,023. I am thus particular in endeavouring to show that the evil of over-estimates, 
connected with prospective arrangements, has not escaped my notice; because I am aware 
that the stability of many of the arrangements subsequently adopted in Rajpeepla, through 
my agency, would be destroyed could it be shown that I had fallen into so vital an error. I 


* Vide pAget 531 to 570 of thi'> Selection. 
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I linc^pality, and assumed the aboveYiieiitioiied sum as liie amount payable in 
future to the Gaekwar Government. In point of fact, however, IIis Highness’ 
claims amounted in the aggregate to Rs. 88,000 per annum, as appeals from 
Mr. Willoughby’s report of the 30th December 1801, who says, “ it is impossi¬ 
ble to claim any decrease as a matter of right, as the above amount w as fixed by 

the agreement Ramsing entered into in a. d. 180.i with the Gaekwar (lovern- 

» 

may, in conclusion of this part of my letter, refer the Ilonorahlc Hoard to my niiniiid r<‘i>ort.s of 
the estimated, contrasted with the actual resources of llajia+pla, us their inspection will 
show that, with the e,\cci)tiou of one year of extraordinary calantity, my estimates iiuvc inva¬ 
riably fallen short (though to a trifling extent) of the resouiaa's aetuallv realized. 

ti. The view tak(!n by the Honorable Court of )he value of the rt>m'essiou (ai the iinrt of Ilis 
Ilighuess the Gaekwar, in reducing the Rajpecpla tribute to lls. (15,0(11) per annum, coupled 
as it was with the retention of other rights of at least a doubtful title, admits of no (piestioii. 
It is truly valued at lls. 8,8!)3 jjcr annum, and although it would have tieeii highly desirable 
could Ills Highness have been j)rcvailed u))on to have made a larger eimeessioii to the 
tributary, 3 et I must add, he ap])ears in my humble judgment to be fully entitled to receive 
credit for voluntarily acceding to a remission to tlie above amount; eoiieeiviiig as 1 do tlint 
(however diirercut in their origin the imposition of Jumabuudee ami (Jhaiisdaim may have 
been) in the ease of llajpccpla, lie was as much entitled to the one as to the other, both being 
alike secured by treaty, and conlinued by long [irescriptivc cujoMnciit. 

/. 1 shall take the liberty on this occasion to offer a few remarks in opposition to tlie 

theory (if I may so term it) referred to in the Honorable Court's despatch, “ tliat in the ease 
of eouiitries, especialU- hilly districts, from which a large sum as trilmte, and a smaller one as 
Ghnusdaiia, have been distinctly exacted and always by the )>resenee or iinpi nding fear of a 
militai’j' force, the .Iiimahuiidee is to he considered as the actual trilmte and the (ili.insdaiia as 
the local expense of the colleeting force.” I shall first dissent from (his opinion as far as 
llajpecplais eonecnied, as material to the pre.siait rpiestion ; and second, .is far as respects the 
right generally' as an interesting jioint of history. I do so, however, iiith great del'erenee, and 
some hesitation, as the majority of my superiors hold a eoiitrarv opinion, and 1 have not 
aeecss to the reeords of Goverumeut and the infonnafion on whieh (heir opinion is grounded. 

8. The following summary, tracing the history of the (ihaiisilaiia i laiined from Kajpeepla, 
from its first imposition in A. ii. 1/8(1 to A. ii. 1805, will, 1 think, liillv hear me out in my 
opinion Ih.at no such eomieetion exist.s, or ever did exi.st, lietneen it and the .Iiimabmidee paid 
by the same State. It was originally imposed by Futteli Sing Gaekwar the First, in Snmvut 
18-i;i (a. I). l/Sfi), and amounted in the first iiistanee to Rs. 15.0(10, |iavahle every alteriiaU 
year. In that year Ajebsiiig succeeded to the sovereignty ot the eoiiatry, and the Gaekwai 
Government, taking advantage of a new sneeessioii, subjected liini to this tax as tlie price of 
recognizing his title to succeed. In Sumvnt 1818 (a. i>. 1/81), it was aiigmented by (lovind 
Rao Gaekwar to Rs. 20,000, payable as formerly every other year, and the pretence under 
which this increase was made was assistance whieh the Raja of Kajpi "phi was aeenseil of 
having afforded to I'utteh Sing the First in oppo.sition to Govitid Rao. In l''(il (a. u. ISO.ij 
the amount previously paid was doublgd, being made payable every year, on nhieli occasion 
the Raja entered into a written engagement in the manner rceorded ifi my letter to the 
Resident dated the 31st December 1821, binding himself and heirs to pay the amount in 
perpetuity, in addition to the tribute strictly so called. For this increase also a specific cause 
was assignable, as it was demanded by the Gaekwar Government as a remuneration for 
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i»3ent. Notwithstanding it was obtained owing to tlie inability of Ranising 
to refuse compliance with its termii, I conclude it must be considered as binding 
upon the present flaja.’' This sum of Ils. 88,000 M'as made up as follows :— 


Jumabundee. (58,000 

Ghansdana.•. 20,000 


Rs. 88,000 

37, We observe, that at the period when you undertook the adjustment of 

r 

expense it incurred in equipping a militarj- force and sending it, with the knowledge of the 
British Government, to Rajpcepla, to suhdue Baroot Sing, a disaffected Jumadar, who had 
rebelled against the Raja an'd had invaded liKl country. The authenticity of this history may be 
relied upon, and if it is considered insufficient to disprove that the theory I am opposing 
cannot be applied to the case of Rajpec|)la, I may add that in all iny inquiries res|)eeting the 
Gackwar’s rights upon Rajpcepla, and with the most .anxious desire to reduce them to the 
lowest amount possible consistent with justice, the local authorities iuvai'iably treated tho 
Ghansdana claim as equally tenable and just as the ojie for Jumabundee. 

y. The following arc my principal reasons for contending that the theory in question cannot 
be applied in a general point of view :—1st, If Jumabethe amount of tribute and Ghansdana 
the tax imposed to cover the expense of collecting that tribute, one would naturally exjieet to 
find, wherever the one exists that the other exists also, and certainly with still greater reason 
that both wherever found togc^thcr shoidd belong to the same ))ower. On the contrary, 
however, a system exactly the reverse is met with ; the Ghansdana rights of Ilis Highness 
the Gaekwar being for the most part elaimed from ])etty States, from which he possesses no 
claim for Juma. It is hardly iiceessary to quote the case of Katteewar from its notoi’iety. 
In that provincf Ghansdana was ibnnd estahlislied, not on the Gaekwar’s own tributaries, but 
on those belonging to the ex-l’eslnva, and be it observed, at a time w hen the Pesbwa collected 
his tribute by his own officers. In this ease the right was justlj' disallowed by the British 
Government, its cstahlisliuieut being contrary to the ])artition treaty entered into between the 
Gaekwar and Peshwa about A. I). 17d2. This, however, cannot be quoted in sup))ort of the 
rejection of the claim established over places (as in the case of Raj|)cei)la) not embraced 
by the prohibitory article of this treaty. Again, in what I may term Guzerat Pi'oper, 
Ghansdana is not, generally speaking, found established upon the ])ctty States tributary 
to the Gaekwar, but either ujjoii those originally subject to the ex-Pesliwa (in all which 
eases I conceive the right might have been rejected as inadmissible on the same grounds 
ns in the instance of Katteewar) or to the late Mulhar Rao Gaekwar, viz. in the Punehmuhals 
under Kaira; in the Purantcj district under Ahmednbad; Pahluni)oor, Morassa, Loouawnra, 
Balasinore, &c. originally tributary to the former, and the tributaries of the Kurree, Uehgaum, 
and Bycel districts to the latter authority. In these instances, as well as in that of Katteewar, 
the tribute was due to one power and the Ghansdana to another, a fact of itself, I should 
conceive, sufficient to disprove the existence of the intimate connection between them which I 
am now questioning; for I may add, in sup|)ort of the opposite side of the question, it must be 
shown that the two rights were undividpd and payable to the same State. 

10. The secoffii fact which 1 shall adduce, in ojJposition to this theory, is that Ghansdana 
has been imposed by the Gaekwar Government upon some petty States where no Juma is 
paid either to it or any other State. The cases I principally allude to are the petty States 
of Cbdta Oodepoor, Mandwn, and Mcahgaum, thC’ Chiefs of which pay Ghansdana to this 





837 


the Gaekwar’s claims upon the trihutary Slate of Rajpeepla, they had been 

raised to the exorbitant amount of a lakh ofrupees, viz:_ 

Jumabundee. 7(1,001 

■(Including S,000underthede- 
nomination of Dui barkurch.) 

Ghansdana .. 20,000 

Babties or Daita.. 4,000 

Rs. l,0«,0Ul 

Government, but arc exempt from paying triluite to any oiio. Other instmioes of minor 
importance might be added, but those quoted are quite suftieieiit for niy purpose. 

11. My third and last reason is still more e(<ielu.sive. In the *• Meeralee Almiedee,” a 
Persian manuscript of great authority in Giizerat, Ghansdana in stated to have been imposed by 
the Murathas, in a<lditi(m to the Juiua or tribute, after the example set them by their prede¬ 
cessors the Moguls, who had imposed a tax (also in addition to the tribute) desiguateil Kaehri. 

12. The author of the above work states, that the Kaehri tax was tlrst imposed 

by Maharaja Ajcet Sing of Joudpoor (Seaibadar of Ahmedabail) on making a eireiiit to collect 
his tribute, about 112/ of the llijree, or a. d. 17(12. From the name of this tax it has been 
supposed (but I believe erroneously) that in the fust instance it eonsi.stcd in rations to his 
men ; but the author I am quoting docs not so des/a ibe it. At all events it soon l/ecame 
converted to a money payment, for the historian states it to have been one at first small in 
amount, and designates it a bad innovation uiion jirevious custom, lie subse¬ 

quently observes that the amount was increased to such an extent by suceeeding .'soiibadars, 
that even in his time “ the Jmnabnndoc (tribute) bad doulded, the tributaries amt Ityuls were 
involved in ruin, and the name of Jageerdars alone remained to the former.'’ 

13. The above account of the Kaehri tax proves that it was disfinet from t fie tribute; and 

I now proceed to (piote from the same author a passage proving tliat llie Muratlia levy, 
Ghansdana, corresponds with it, and consequently to ilo so must be disliiiet also. In recording 
the history' of Moniin Kluin (Soubadar of (iuzerat from about 1 l.'id to 1 l.'jtl of the llijree, or 
about A. n. 1/35 to 1/11, and who divided Guzerat with Damajee Kao Gaekwar) the author 
makes the following remarks, which not only ideutilies Ghansdana with the Kaehri tax of the 
Moguls, but proves its imposition to have been coeval with the establishment of the Gaekwar 
dynasty in Guzerat:—“ In short the resources of the Soubah declined annually, in eoiisequeiico 
of the injury and damage occasioned by the incursions of the Murathas, and from their 
levying from the towns and villages a tax called Kah Uanah (literally .straw and 

grain), corresponding with that collected by the Moguls de.-iguated Kaehri.” On these 
grounds, I venture with deSerence to state it to be my opinion, that the Ghansdana levied 
by the Murathas was not imposed to defray the expense of collecting the tribute, but that 
it was a distinct e.xactiou, which though undoubtedly imposed in the lirst instance by force, 
to free those who submitted to it from indiscriminate plunder, became, on the consolidation 
of the Gaekwar power, as regular a right as the tribute strictly so termed. 

14. These are all the remarks which it occurs to me to ofl'er upon the Honorable Court’s 
despatch ; but in conclusion I may be iie'rinitted to cx'press the gratilicatio* I have derived 
from the commendation bestowed qp my proceedings in Rajpee|)la. • 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willol'chuv, Assistant Resident. 

Baroda Residenci/, 2ith October 1825.* 
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Mr. Willoughby, however, proved most satisfactorily that the exactions of 
Rs. 8,000 on account of Durbarkurch, and of Rs. 4,000 on account of Babtees 
or Dnita, were wholly untenable, having been imposed at a recent period, 
during which the Gaekwar administered the affairs of the country, and 
without any^agreement with the Raja'or any rule of prescription. From Mr. 
Williams’ letter of the 14th September 1822, recorded on your Consultations 
of the 20th November 1822, we learn that the Gaekwar Government relin¬ 
quished these exactionr, and that His Highness voluntarily agreed to reduce 
the tribute under every*denomination to Rs. fo>000 per annum. The vahm of 
this concession is, however, diminished by his havinu insisted upon the cession 
of the village of Bhurn'to which he had no right, and by his reserving vai ious 
items of receipt which had formerly been accounted as part of the tribute of 
Rs. 88,000. The items alluded to amounted in the aggregate to. .Rs. 9,107 
The revenue derivable from the village of Bhurn is estimated at.. .. „ 5,000 

Adding to these sums the reduced tribute of. „ 65,000 

It appears that, under the late arrangement, the contributions of 
the Riijpeepla State to the Gaekwar, in one shape or another, 

amount to .Rs. 79,107 

which is only Rs. 8,893 less than was exacted under the agreement with 
Ranising in the year 1805, and that agreement included Rs. 20,000 for 
Ghansdana, which is at least a questionable claim. 

38. The Gaekwar’s claims to Ghansdana from the British tributaries in 
Katteewar \Vere decided to be untenable on the ground that they were con¬ 
trary to the partition treaty between the Gaekwar and the Peshwa. This 
ground alone was sufficient for decision on that occasion. But during the 
progress of the discussion, the view taken of the Ghansdana claims generally 
by Mr. Prendergast, was adopted as the opinion *of the majority of the. 
Council in the Government of your late President j and although a different 
o|)inion was expressed by your present President, still the balance appears to 
us to incline in favour of Mr. Prendergast’s view of the question, namely, that 
in the case of countries, especially hilly districts, from which a large sum as 
tribute and a smaller sum as Ghansdana have been distinctly exacted and 
always by the presence or impending fear of a military force (as in the case of 
Rujpeepla before it was taken entirely under the management of the Gaekwar 
in 1815), the Jumabundee is to be considered as the actual tribute and the 
Ghansdana as the local expense of the collecting force. If the Ghansdana be 
not a claim equally tenable with^the tribute, the nominal reduction in the pre¬ 
sent instance <vill appear to be an actual increase, the highest amount at any 
time claimed for tribute having been ils. 76,(^1, and the aggregate existing 
contribution of the Rajpeepla State to the Gaekwar being, as shown above, 
Rs. 79,107. 
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39. This s«,n is more than one-third of the average gross revenue, about 
one-half of the lowest, and much more tlian one-fourth of the iiighest recorded 
receipts. In his letter to your Secretary, of the 10th March 1S22, Mr. 
Williams suggested the propriety of dxing the tribute in perpetuity at not 
more than Rs. 60,000, which he considered to be fully as iniith as the 
Gaekwar Government was entitled to receive, ki/ answer to this sucvgostion 
it was observed, that although it mii-ht perhaps‘be possible to persuade the 
Gaekwar that Rs. 60,000 was all that x-ould fhen be paid, he would never¬ 
theless expect that his whole tribute should be made goo'd when the condition 
of Rajpecpla should improve. 

40. Mr. Williams, writing on the 8th March (two da'ys anterior to the date 
of the letter above referred to), observes, with reference to some paragraphs of 
a letter wherein Mr. Willoughby had pointed out reasons for questioning the 
Gaekwar’s right to demand so large a triljutc, and had entered into details of 
its ancient amount—“ I do not see ^the use of pursuing that suliject, us it only 
tends to prove that the tribute was acquired, as all tributes are, by the sword, 
and that the powerful State availed itself to the utmost of the imbecility of llio 
inferior to increase its demands. This, although a good moral argument, will 
not do in a political question, and we might as well attempt to set aside the 
Gaekwar’s claims to tribute fiom Katteewar, and set the example ourselves of 
relieving from the burthen those tributaries who have exchanged the yoke of 
the Peshwa for that of the British (/overiimeiit, with this diti'ercuee to the 
parties, that they have less power of maintaining their iiidependenci*, and less 
chance of evading ])aymcnt of their tribute.” You express your coneurrenee 
in these opinions, and observe in another place—“ Unless some S])ecilie calamity 
can be shown, or some iufringemeut of engagement on the (Jaekwar’s part, 
we are bound to obtain the full jjaynieiit of his regular tribute.” 

41. We are not, however, convinced of the coriectuess of this doctrine, 
that however disproportionate the im[)osed tribute may be to the means of the 
tributary, we are bound to exact it to the utmost. The moral argument 
which Mr, Williams rejects, should, we think, so far prevail, that the demand 
of the superior State should be fixed at an amount which the inferior State 
can be reasonably expected to pay, consistently with the continuance of its 
existence as a substantive State. I here is a wide difference bet\\e''n this 
degree of concession and resigning the claim to tribute altogether. VVe ought, 
if there be any instances in which it has not been done, to set the example 
ourselves of so far relieving our own tributaries. 

42. You observe indeed (4th November 182^) that the British Government 
does not come under any direct pecuniary responsibility, being duly bound to 
procure payment from the tributary, subject of course to the accidents to which 
such payments are liable; and Mr.. Willoughby mentions that the original 



840 


ag’reement with the Gaekwar contains the usual stipulation for remissions in 
case of “ heavenly or earthly calamity.” But if we rightly understand your 
views of this stipulation, it is only to be considered available in cases of specihc 
calamity, whereas we can easily conceive that though there may be neither 
hostile incursions, nor inundations, nor violent drought, nor any other events 
which may be distinguished specific calamities, the resources of the State 
may be in the less favourable season inadequate to the full payment of its 
l)ig[)ly assessed tribnte*(for it greatly exceeds the usual rate, the tribute of 
Katteewar having for Instance been assessed, though with very unequal pres¬ 
sure on individuals, at less than one-fifth of the gross revenue in the mass); 
and in these cases, if tliere has beerfcno improvidence or mismangement on the 
part of the Government, we think a liberal construction of the stipulation 
would authorise an adequate remission. 

43. The provision for the widow of the late Raja Ramsing, and her son 
Purtaub Sing,* and the allowances for the personal expenses of the present 
Raja Verisalf and his fudier Narsing,j: certainly do not err on the score of 
excess. The remaining expenses of the State§ appear to be estimated on as 
low a scale as possible, and include no provision for any emergency. 

44. Supposing the revenue to be realized at the amount fixed by Mr. 
Willoughby, the expenses never to exceed the amount allowed in the Nemnook, 
and the Gaekwar tribute to be paid in full, there wovdd remain an annual 
surplus of Rs. 50 or ()0,000 for the liquidation of the del)ts of the Government. 
These, in Mr. WilloughI)y’s letter of the 27th February 1822, are said to 
exceed the sum of thirty lakhs of rupees, of which above eighteen lakhs were 
claimed by the Gaekwar; but Mr. Williams, in the report of his conferences 
will) the Gaekwar and his Minister, dated 14th Septetnber 1822, states that 
the Court of Baroda had admitted the propriety of abating about ten lakhs, 
thus reducing its demand to about eight and a half lakhs. The liquidation of 
this and the other debts with interest is impossible; without interest, it could 
not be accomplished, under the most favourable circumstances, in a reasonable 
period of time. It is therefore absolutely necessary that after the debts have 
been carefully scrutinized and reduced to their Just lintits, some compromise 
should be made with the creditors; but we agree wifh you in thinking that the 
course proposed by Mr. Williams, in his letter of the 27th February 1822, is 
too summary, and that the creditors are entitled to be satisfied that the sum 
offered is the mo^t which the State can possibly pay. We observe that 
Rs. 1,25,000 of debt are under the Company’s guarantee. 

45. The'revenue for the year 1821 ■22* was estimated at Rs. 2,29,278; but 
we find by ydur Consultations, of dates subsequent to that of the paragraphs 

♦ Rs. 8,400 per annum. t Rs- 15,000 per annum. 

X Rs. 12,000 per annum. t § Rs. 63,000 per annum. 



under reply, that owing to a most destructive inundation, no more than 
Rs. 1,95,000 was realized, and that the resources of 1822-23 are estimated at 
Rs. 1,00,000 duly, fhe expenses of the Government having been fixed on the 
most economical and moderate scale possible, are stated by Mr. Willoughby 
not to admit of any reduction; and thefee, with the provision for Piirtaub Sing 
and his mother, absorb the whole estimated re^dliue. Under the impossibility 
of providing for any other of the heavy charges on the State tribute, arrears of 
tribute, debt under the Company’s guarantee, balance»to the Potdar, balance to 
the Komavisdar, Sec., questions arise as to remission, 1)ostponement, and pros¬ 
pects of ultimate liquidation, which we fear do not admit of very satisfactory 
solution. Though we see little reason Sto doubt that *good government, con¬ 
tinuance of tranquillity, and ordinarily favourable seasons would, in time, 
render the resources of Rajpeepla much greater than they have ever been of 
late years, yet this prospect is remote, and subject to many contingencies. In 
the mean time the limited means^of the State are, and are likely to be, for some 
years at least, inadequate to all the purposes to which they have been assigned. 
The receipts and disbursements have been estimated without suiricient provision 
for contingencies, and even, we think, setting contingencies aside, without 
sufficient advertence to the actual lesources of the country. It appears to us, 
that either the actual charges must be adapted to the actual receipts without 
allowing'more debt to accumulate in extraordinarily unfavourable, than cun be 
liquidated in ordinarily favourable years, or the State can scarcely continue to 
exist as a substantive Government. 

46. The commutation of the Rajpeepla Tora Geeras rights on Riitisli 
districts for a money payment from your treasury, is a satisfactory arrangement. 

47. The settlements with the Bheels are important, and were coiuluctcd 
by Mr. Willoughby with ability, and in a laudably conciliatory manner. 


Extract, Paras. to‘IQ, from a Despatch from the Honorable the Court of 
Directors, No, 6, dated the 20th July 1830. 

(98 to 128) & (13 to 16) 18. We have here the agreeable duty to perform of 

Affairs of Rajpeepla. *bestowmg unqualified praise. 

19. The two points which most frequently require the intervention of the 
British Government in the affairs of the petty States in tliis part of India, are 
the realization of the Gaekwar’s dues and the preservation of the peace of the 
country. In the case of Rajpeepla, as in those of most of the othei tiihutaiies, 
it has been found indispensable for the first mentioned purpose, that we 
should assume entire control over the finances of the State ; sdid for the latter, 
that we should undertake the task of reclaiming the wild inhabitants of the 
hilly regions. 
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liquidation of the guaranteed loan, four, amounting to Rs. 21,001, Rs. 34,001, 
Rs. 55,001, and Rs. 65,001 hkve been punctually paid; and adverting 
to the rapidly increasing scale on which they ujpre framed, their easy and 
regular realization affords a striking proof of the growing prosperity of the 
country. Three instalments of Rs. 10,000 each have also been paid in discharge 
of the remainder of the Gaekwar debt, which is thus reduced to Rs. 3,13,975, 
and the balance due to the Govenment Potdar and included in the yearly 
accounts as a loan annually liquidated and annually renewed, has been 
reduced from Rs. 33,79i! to Rs. 3,046. The estimate for the next year is still 
more favourable, the receipts being expected to amount to Rs. 2,70,158, which 
will afford tlie means of paying the f\fth Kist to the holders of the guaranteed 
loan (amounting to Rs. 85,001) and another instalment of Rs. 10,000 to the 
Gaekwar, besides extinguishing the small balance still due to the Government 
Potdar. Mr. Willoughby’s performances have so regularly surpassed his 
promises, that we place much confidence in this estimate. If it be verified by 


Sumvut 1884, the usual in¬ 
stalment of Rs. 10,000 
„ 1885, an instal¬ 
ment of „ .30,000 
,, 1886, Do. do. „ 60,000 

„ 1887, Do. <lo. 65,000 

„ 1888, Do. do. 70,000 

„ 1889, Do. do. 78,(K)0 

„ 1890, Do. do. 10,975 

Total..Rs. 3,13,975 


the event, the whole of the guaranteed debt, except 
a small balance of interest, will be extinct, and 
the funds now appropriated to the payment of the 
annual Kists will be set free. In anticipation of 
this occurrence, Mr. Willoughby has concluded 
an agreement with the Gaekwar, providing for a 
large increase of the annual instalments payable to 
him after Sumvut 1884. Keeping in view the 


possibility of unexpected contingencies, Mr. Willoughby has fixed the instal¬ 


ments of the first two or three years at a rate much below what it is probable 


that the Rajpeepla Government will be able to pay. Even qn this calculation, 


however, the whole balance will be paid off in Sumvut 1890 (a. d. 1833-34), 



TEANSFER 


TO THE SUPERINTENDENCE OF THE POLITICAL AGENT 
IN THE llEWA KANTA, 

FOR THE PERIOD OF TEN YEARS 

I 


(FROM THE ;J0tii JULY ISoS), 


OF THE DIST^IICTS COMPOSING THE 

CtODRA punchmaiials 


IN GUZERAT, 

BELONGING TO IIIS HIGHNESS SINDIA; 


AM) 

REPORTS ON THOSE DISTRICTS 

FROM THAT PERIOD TO THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR 1855, 


MAJOR R. WALLACE, 


rOUTICAL AGENT IN THE REWA KANIA. 




PUNCHMAHAL DISTEICTS. 


From C. Allen, Esq., Offg. Secretary to (he Government of India, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Dated Fort WUliatn, 3rd June 1853. 

Sib, —* * # # * * j directed to acquaint you, for the inform¬ 

ation of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, that the Governor 
General in Council has sanctioned the proposal of the Gwalior Durbar, that 
the districts of Sindia in Guzerat called the Punchmahals, be placed for ten 
years under the management of the Political Agent in the Rewa Kanta, and 
to request that the necessary orders may be issued to Major Fulljanies to 
assume charge of the districts. An allowance of Rs. 400 per mensem was 
named by the Durbar as remuneration for the extra charge, and this amount 
may be sanctioned, or such other as the Bombay Government may think 
suitable. ###### 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. Allen, Ofl'g. Secretary. 

Fort William, the 3rd June 1853. 


Political Depart.mknt. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, 
To Major G. Fulljames, Political Agent in the Rewa Kaiita. 

Dated the l.si July 1853. 

Sir, —* * # # * * I nm directed by the Right Honorable the 

Governor in Council to transmit to you copy of a letter and of its enclosure 
from the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 3rd 
ultimo, and to request that you will have the goodness to state, for the inform¬ 
ation of this Government, whether you are prepared to take charge of the 
districts composing the “ Godra Punchmahals,” and whether you will be able 
to manage them without furtlier assistance. 

2. In case you are prepared to receive charge of these districts, the Agent 

for the Governor General for Sindia’s dominions will be requested to take the 

necessary steps for making them over to your charge, as soon as yod may 

deem fit. j 

I have the honour fo be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 


Bombay Castle, Isf July 1853. 
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Political Department. 

From Major O. Fitlljames, Political Agent in the Revva Kanta, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Qth Jvly 1853. 

Sin,—I have the honour ^ acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
1st instant, with its enclosures from the Officiating Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, and to ceport that I am prepared to receive charge of the 
districts composing thfe Godra Punchmahals, and trust 1 shall be able to 
perform the duties of this extra charge without further assistance than that 
agreed to by the Gwalior Durbar. 

2. With reference to the 2nd paragraph of your letter, and the 3rd of Mr. 
Bushby’s letter to the Government of India No. 56, of the 16th May 1833, 
I would respectfully report, that the Sooba of Godra has already received 
orders to wait upon me and obey all my orders; it only therefore appears 
necessary that I shouid- receive the sanction of Government for assuming 
charge. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. Fulljames, Political Agent. 

Retva Kanta Agency, Baroda, 6th July 1863. 


Political Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Major G. Fulljames, Political Agent in the Rewa Kanta. 

Dated \6th Jvly 1853. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 6th instant, and to instruct 
you to receive charge of the Godra districts from the Sooba, if properly autho¬ 
rised to make them over to you. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

' (Signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, \6th July 1853. 


Political Department. 

From Major G. FynJAMES, Political Agent in the Rewa Kanta, 

To A. M- .let, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

' Dated 30th July 1853. 

Sib, —With reference to your letter dated the 1 6th instant, I have the honour 
to report, for the information of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, 
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that I have assumed charge of the superintendence of the Powaghur Punch- 
mahal districts of His Highness Siiidia from*the Sooba. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. Fulljames, Political Agent. 
Rewa Kanta Agency, Baroda, ZOth July 1853. 


Extrncts from a Report from Major R. Wallace, Political Agent in the Rewa 
Kanta and Superintendent of the Powaghur Pudchmahals, dated 19tA 
May 1855, No. 35. 

The charge of the Punchinahals was miade over to my predecessor in this 
Agency (Major Fulljames) on the 1st August 1853, but the illness and death 
of that officer shortly after, prevented his doing much; and on my assuming 
charge, in November 1853, hardly any arrangements had been ellected or 
establishments formed, and the Sovba and his Karkoous were still conducting 
affairs pretty much as before. 

The monsoon of 1853 was a failure, and not a drop of rain fell in the 
province subsequent to July; the rice, wheat, and gram, which arc the 
principal crops, consequently failed. There was an insurrection in the Purguna 
of Dahode, and the mercenaries throughout the districts were assuming a 
threatening attitude. By the assistance ofa small detachment from the Baroda 
Brigade, however, these disorders were soon cured; but it was not till the 
year was more than half over that the necessary establishments were organized, 
and the revenue in process of realization. 

I found it early necessary to remove the whole of the late Sooba’s establish¬ 
ment, including himself. The members of it were generally unfit to transact 
business in the Guzerathee language, or according to our system, and they 
were also identified with the feebleness and bad faith which had characterized 
the preceding administrations. 

The late Sooba, on his first arrival here, had made a quinquennial settlement 
of these districts, which remains in force till the end of this year. The leases 
he gave were all on an ascending scale, and are thcrelore the most burden¬ 
some in the two years which have fallen to my lot to administer. The Sooba 
was guided only by the record of previous receipts, and by the information 
received from the hereditary district ofiicers. 1 he consequence is, therefore, 
that the rates are very unequal, and in many instances the Fatcls were com¬ 
pelled to accept the lease of their respective villages, fn some cases, there¬ 
fore, I have been obliged to allow the holders to throw them ffii; and as it 
was’ certain that at the end of the current year the whole settlement 
would have to be revised, it was necessary to take steps at once to acquire 
some trustworthy information of the caj)abilities of the villages, for which 
108r 
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purpose an establishment on an economical scale has been organized, which 
win furnisfi, by the end of this season, a tolerably accurate survey of all the 
Khalsa villages of the Godra, Kallole, and llallole Purgunas, together with a 
topographical map. 

Police. —In each of the Purgunas the charge of the police (under the 
general control of the Mamfu^dar) has been assigned to a distinct officer, who, 
being relieved of all revenue business, is able to devote himself entirely to his 
own department. TIks officer reports directly to myself on all important 
occasions, and he has ^ovver to imprison for fifteen days. The Mamlutdars have 
authority to imprison for one month, and to impose fines not above Rs. 25. 
The Assistant Superintendent may imprison for six months, and can inflict 
fines not above Rs. 100, and inflict twelve stripes. All heavier cases are 
disposed of by the Superintendent himself. 

It will not be surprising that, under the circumstances, the list of crime 
during the year of report should be a hejivy one, and that serious offences 
should be numerous. It is hoped and believed that a change for the better 
has already taken place, and that the measures adopted for the security of the 
country will be shown in next year’s returns to be efficient. 

Adawlut. —The Adawlut charges sanctioned by the Durbar, provided for 
the appointment of a Moonsiff at Godra only; but while I was at Dahode 
(which is commercially a more important place than Godra) I was requested 
by the inhabitants to make some arrangement by which the necessity of their 
proceeding* so far might be obviated. The Moonsiff who had been appointed 
by Major Fulljames having resigned his situation, an experimental arrange¬ 
ment was made without exceeding the amount sanctioned by the Durbar, by 
which a separate Court was opened at Dahode. The Mamlutdars have the 
power of settling suits under Rs. 100, and an appeal from their decisions lies 
first to the Moonsiff, then to the Assistant Superintendent, and finally to myself. 
In the case of the Moonsiff, an appeal lies first to the Assistant Superintendent 
and then to myself. The accompanying Statement (No. 4) will show the 
numbers of suits instituted, and how they have been disposed of. 

REVENUE.-^According to the estimate forwarded to Mr. Bushby by Major 
Malcolm, with his letter No. 444, of the 28th December 1852, the revenue for 
this year was calculated by the Durbar at Rs. 2,19,299. This did not include 
many items which were only collected to be at once paid away to Hukdars 
and others; nor did it include a number of items under the head of Khasgee 
Babtee, which seem to have formed the personal perquisite of the Sooba. It 
will now, of course, be proper to bring to account every item of collection, and 
then to accoVnt for the disposal of the same under the proper heads of 
expenditure. The gross revenue then, for Sumvut 1910, amounted to 
Rs. 2,35,654-3-6, of which Rs. 1,015-10-9 fiave been remitted, and some further 
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portion must also be yet foregone. Rs. 1,96,758-11.10 had been collected, 
and a balance remained to be realized of Re» 37,879-12-10. 

The late Sooba left an outstanding balance of Rs. 9,614-2-6, of which. 
Rs. 7,128-1-0 had been collected, and Rs. 2,486-1-6 have yet to be rccovpred. 

The arrears seem large, but the greater part of tliem has been since realized, 
and though the season of 1910 was unfavourable, and some part of them must 
be remitted, yet this deficiency will be more thi/n supplied by the new items of 
revenue which now reach the Durbar for the first time (and particularly the 
Khasgee Babtee) amounting to Rs. 14,436-10-6. 

Expendituhe. —The revenue of Sumvut 1910 (a. d. 1853-54), amounted 
to Rs. 2,34,638-8-8; the charges for the same period v^ill be found detailed ia 
Statement No. 2, under the following heads:— 

I. Superintendent and Establishment ... .Rs. 6,832 3 10 


2. Assistant ditto ditto. 5,476 4 8 

3. Judicial Establishment.. 1,060 11 1 

4 . District Establishments, including batta, 

dead stock, and contingencies ........ 11,921 0 7 

6. Seebundy and District Dak .. 20,933 2 10 

6. Durukdars . 11,570 7 9 

7 . Hukdars . 5,725 0 0 

8. Temples and Wurshasun. 9,711 6 3 

9. Miscellaneous charges. 2,882 11 4 

10. Loans and Tukavee . 8,419 J4 0 

11. Remitted to, or paid on behalf of the 

Durbar . 78,428 6 6 

12. Works of public utility .. 1,676 1 2 


Rs.. 1,64,637 6 0 

This would leave a surplus revenue for 1910 of Rs. 70,001-2-8. 

The Durbar estimated that a surplus of Rs. 1,30,285 or thereabouts would 
be remitted to Gwalior out of the revenue for the year; and the above state¬ 
ment will show that considerably more will be available for that purpose. 
The sum of Rs. 1,64,637-6-0 covers every charge, and, with the exception of 
some not large remissions for tlie year 1910, the entire surplus will be at the 
disposal of the Durbar, besides the sum of Rs. 8,419-14-0 which has been 
advanced on loan to the Zumindars and Ryuts on good security. 

The entire collections during Sumvut 1910 amount to Hs. 2,03,886-12-1 Oj 
viz. Rs. 7,128-1-0 for previous arrears, and Rs. 1,96,758-11-10 for the current 
year; of this. Statement No. 2 will sIxav Rs. 1,35,730-11-^to have been 
expended, leaving a cash balance of Rs. 68,loo-l-9, and an outstanding 
balance of Rs. 40,366-14-4 to be a^rcouuted for in my next report. 














852 


I have now the honour to detail the measures taken to relieve certain of the 
Zumjndars from the presence of bodies of mercenaries whom they had taken 
into their employ during the late unsettled times, and to the leaders of which 
they, were indebted. Assistance from the State is equitably due to these 
persons, as bad government was the primary cause of their being entangled 
with these mercenaries; but, I have been able, with but little direct pecuniary 
aid, and that given on loan bearing 6 per cent, interest and on good security, 
to get rid of a good many of these turbulent people. 

The Thakoor of Soneppoor, a Talooka of about 40 villages, principally waste, 
to the south-east of Powaghud.—There were two small gangs of mercenaries 
fastened upon this Zumkidar, and it was with difficulty they were ejected without 
coercion. The leader of one party had a claim on the State of Rs. 4,393-8-0, 
and until this was liquidated, his salary and the pay of bis men, amounting 
to Rs. 540 per annum, was a charge upon it. The leader of the other party 
claimed Rs. 6,107, and was entitled to annual wages ofRs. 516; together, 
therefore, the charge was Rs, 1,056 on an Estate, the entire revenue of which 
does not at present exceed Rs, 1,600 per annum, leaving hardly anything for 
the demands of Government and absolutely nothing for the support of the 
family. By advancing Rs. 3,160-7-6, 1 have got rid of the claim of the first 
Jumadar, and by taking four of the followers of the second Jumadar into the 
Police, I have induced him to waive his present demands and to wait till 
there is some surplus revenue. The Talooka is fertile and favourably situated, and 
with care wilHinprove annually. In consideration of the loan abovementioned, 
and the youthfulness of theThakoor, I have taken entire charge of the Estate. 

The Thakoor of Kunjerree was indebted to three different leaders of merce¬ 
naries, whose claims amounted to Rs. 2,300, Rs. 2,592-3-6, and Rs. 3,011 
rcs|)ectivcly; the wages of the soldiery formed an annual charge on the Estate 
of Rs. 1,932. I have advanced from the treasury sufficient to enable him to 
discharge in full the two first claims, as well as Rs. 1,000 of the third, and ho 
has made over a sufficient portion of his Estate to liquidate this loan in four 
years, with interest at 6 per cent. All the mercenary soldiers about him have 
therefore been discharged. 

Tlie Thakoor of Bhumria is a mere boy, without any male relatives, and is 
deeply involved in debt. One Jumadar had a claim upon him for Rs. 2,979-12-0, 
for which he was entitled to receive in wages Rs. 640 per annum, which, as in 
the case of Soneepoor, scarcely left anything for the demands of Government 
and absolutely nothing for the Thakoor’s family. A sum of Rs. 1,142-4-0 has 
been advanced, on receiving which the Jumadar consented to receive the 
balance by inst.,|menta without interest. I have assumed the direct manage¬ 
ment of this Estate, which is close to Soneepoor and very much in the same 
condition (waste that is) but capable of muc^h improvement. 
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The Thakoor of Mehlole is a man of extreme imbecility, heavily in debt, 
particularly to two leaders of mercenaries,»who kept him almost a prisoner in 
his own house; to one he owed Rs. 6,859-3-0 and to the other Rs. 502-5-5, and 
he was obliged to pay them in wages Rs. 1,422 per annum. At his grgent 
request I took charge of his Estate, and have guaranteed the re-pnyment of 
Rs. 4,656-11-9, which were advanced for the 4 >dyment of the mercenaries by 
one of the Thakoor’s principal creditors. The relief which has been given to this 
Zumindar by the removal of these mercenaries, and by the substitution of 
simple 6 per cent, interest for the enormous charges of liis overbearing Seebundy 
creditors, has been obtained without any loan from the treasury; and as his 
Estate under good management is valuable, the guarantee I have given is not 
likely to cause the least inconvenience. 

The Zumindar of Tanda was at tested in the course of the disturbances 
which occurred in the beginning of last year in the Dahode Purguna. He 
had then in his service a body of mercenaries, to whom he was indebted for 
loans of money and arrears of*pay to the extent of Rs. 9,691-3-6 : he was 
also bound to pay these men Rs. 1,200 per annum. As I found he was quite 
unable to pay these men their arrears, and that they could not be got rid of 
otherwise without bloodshed, I consented to advance sufficient for the payment 
of the soldiers’arrears, leaving the money borrowed from their Jumadar to 
be repaid by annual instalments. On this account Rs. 3,025 were advanced 
from the treasury, bearing interest at 6 per cent., and the Zumindar has given 
security for the repayment of this loan in six annual instalment^. The origin 
of this Zumindar’s embarrassments was a fine of Rs. 1,500 levied from him 
several years ago by the then Mamlutdar of Dahode, without, as far as 
I have been able to ascertain, even the pretext of any offence committed. 
I had the honour to address Major Malcolm on this subject, on the 4th 
February and 18th March 1854, but as it seems that His Highness Sindia is 
unwilling to take cognizance of the circumstance, it only remains for me to 
make as favourable an arrangement for the Zumindar as possible of the 
Government demands upon him, that he may be able by degrees to liquidate 
the Jumadar’s demands. 

The only sums that have been advanced from the treasury during the year 
under review have been as follows 

To the Thakoor of Kunjerree .. .. Rs. 3,300 

To the Thakoor of Soneepoor ' .. . • „ 835 

To the Zumindar of Tanda .. .. „ 3,025 

These items, together with Rs. 1,259-14-0 advanced to new settlers in the 
old Town of Champaneer, which is, I trust, gradually being |fcovered from the 
jungle that has grown over it, make op the sura of Rs. 8,419-14-0 which is 
set down in the expenditure as sylvanced on loan. 
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I have concluded during the year a careful investigation of the claims of 
Zuraindars and Durukdars, religious and charitable endowments, and I beg to 
enclose seven statements of these in Murathee for the information of the Durbar. 
There are some claims which appear to me doubtful, and I should feel obliged, 
if, in transmitting them to the Durbar, you will draw attention to the notes 
attached thereto, and ascertain ;ts wishes on each case. 

My attention has been also directed to the customs and transit duties, which 
seem to require revision. As a preliminary step I farmed the whole to the same 
persons who also farm tjiose of the Baria territory, which runs like a wedge 
through the Punchmahals, and by this means have been able to consolidate the 
whole. The farmers havt also agreed to take up all the petty Nakasand com¬ 
pensate the owners, so that traders might pass through without constant 
molestation. I have also made arrangements for ascertaining the actual 
amount of the collections, so that I hope to be able, in the ensuing year, to 
introduce very extensive reductions, and thus relieve trade and industry from 
very harassing burdens, without a material sacrifice of revenue. 

The sum of Rs. 1,676-1-2 has been expended on works of public utility, 
such as repairs and additions to public buildings, and clearing the roads of the 
thick jungle that overarched and impeded them. The details are given in the 
vernacular statements. Vernacular schools have been established in each of 
the Kusba towns; two vaccinators have been appointed; and other arrange¬ 
ments of a similar kind have been planned, which will be detailed in my report 
for A. o. 1854-§5. On the whole, I can safely congratulate Sindia’s Govern¬ 
ment on the measure of transferring the management of the Punchmahals to 
the British Government. There can be no doubt that there will be a gradual in¬ 
flux of population from other parts of Guzerat; the stream has already begun 
to flow, and two or three hundred families have already been established 
in different localities. Without attempting to press any increase of revenue, it is 
already evident that it will gradually improve, while it is not less certain that 
the cost of management will be diminished as security is established. 


Extracts from a Report from Major R. Wallace, Political Agent in the Rewa 
Kanta and Superintendent of the Powaghur Punchmahals, dated \lth 
October, No. 92 of 1855. 

Revenue. —The revenue fip* Sumvut 1911, ending the 6th June 1.855, 
amounts to Rs. 2,62,857-2-8, against Rs. 2,35,654-3-5 for the previous year. 
The increase arises partly from the increased assessment of Rs. 7,356-8-0 
estimated in the statement forwarded by Major Malcolm to Mr. Bushby in bis 
letter No. 444, of the 28th December 1852; partly to recovery of Tukavee and 
other loans made in the previous year to Ryuts .and Zumindars, Rs. 4,188-6-10; 
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partly to increased fees arising from increase of business in the Adawlut, 
Rb. 928-14-10; partly to the proceeds of p, new tax imposed in the last year of 
the late Sooba s management to cover the expenses of surveying and road- 
making, but which, owing to the unfavourable character of last season, I did 
not before think it proper to collect, butwhich has now produced Rs. 1,706-6-6; 
and partly from other sources. 

At the close of Suravut 1910 there was unbalance of Rs. 40,366-14-4 to 
be recovered, which, added to the revenue for the current year, amounts 
to Rs. 3,03,223-1-0. Of this sum Rs. 472-0-1 f has been remitted, and 
Rs. 2,46,817-1-4 has been realized, so that there still remains a balance to be 
collected of Rs. 61,912-9-7. There was a cash balance of Rs. 68,166-1-9 at the 
close of last year, which, added to the realizations of the present, make up a 
sum of Rs. 3,13,973-3-1, for which I have to account. 

Expenditure. —The charge for the year, including the unsettled claims of 
last year, amounts to Rs. 3,11,256-1-9, of which Rs. 2,73,178-2-11 have been 
paid, leaving yet due Rs. 38,077-14-10 as a set off against the above- 
mentioned recoverable balance. The principal heads of expenditure are as 


follow:— 

1. Superintendent’s Establishment.Rs. 8,197 4 6 

2. Assistant Superintendent’s ditto. 6,697 8 4 

3. Adawlut Establishment.... 1,719 7 1 

4. District Establishments ... .. 18,918 7 4 

6. Seebundy and Dak . 33,426 9 2 

6. Durukdars. 10,065 14 3 

7. Huckdars . 6,625 0 0 

8. -Wurshasun. 6,182 14 2 

9. Miscellaneous . 11,660 0 9 

10. Loans and Tukavee . 11,343 15 4 

11. Remitted or paid on account of Sindia’s 

Durbar . 1,56,304 11 6 

12. Works of public utility. 4,037 6 6 


Total.. Rs. 2,73,178 2 11 
Leaving a cash balance in hand of Rs. 40,795-0-2. 

Fixed Establishments. —In most of the fixed establishments there has 
been an increase. The salaries of the Mooi^iff and Naib Moonsiff were in 
the first instance experimental, but the work has so much increased, as the fees 
show, and these two officers have given such satisfaction, that I haveincreased 
.their salaries from Rs. 60 and 20 to Rs. 65 and 35 respecti/ely. The increase 
of revenue business in the several Mahals has also necessiltated some addition 
to the establishments, part of which, however, will be temporary; but the 
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piincipal additions to the charges are the Survey and Seebundy establishments ; 
tJie former is engaged in a very usefijl survey and measurement of village lands, 
the registers of which will be of great value. 

Loans and Tckavee. —During the past two years Rs. 6,544-1-10 have been 
advanced (without interest) to the Ryuts, and Rs. 1,713-12-3 have been 
refunded. The loans to Zumir^dars (which, however, bear 9 percent, interest) 
amount to Rs. 13,219-11-6, of'which Rs. 3,264-14-7 have been repaid. The 
nature and necessity for these loans is descril)ed in niy last annual report. 

Revenue remitted to Sindia. —According to the estimate submitted to 
Mr. Bushby by Major Malcolm, in his letter of 28th December 1852 above 
quoted, Sindia would expect a surplus of about Rs. 1,30,200 for Sumvut 1910, 
and Rs. 1,37,600 for 1911, or Rs. 2,67,^00 for the two years. The actual sum 
paid has been Rs. 78,428-6-6 for 1910, and Rs. 1,56,304-11-6 for 1911, or 
Rs. 2,34,733-2-0 for the two years. Our account with Sindia, therefore. 


stands pretty nearly as follows :— 

Dr. * Cr. 

Balancedue to Durbar. .Rs. 33,067 0 0 Cash in hand.Rs. 40,795 0 0 


Balance to be paid to Arrears to be collected.. 61,912 0 0 

Establishments .... 38,077 0 0 Loans& Tukavee do.... 14,785 0 0 

Total.. 71,144 0 0 
Balance in our favour... 46,348 0 0 


Rs. 1,17,492 0 0 Rs. 1,17.492 0 0 

Public Works. —Rs. 3,094-7-3 have been expended during the year of 
report in public works. As might have been expected, I found not only that 
such works as old wells, bowrees, and tanks had been allowed'to fiill into 
ruin, but that the public buildings necessary for the transaction of business, 
the small forts, (the old Fort of Powaghud especially) had been entirely 
neglected. The most urgent repairs have been made to the latter description 
of works, and I propose gradually to put the whole into proper order, building 
(lenovo what cannot be said to have existed up to this time, viz. proper district 
gaols for the reception of prisoners, with separate accommodation for females. 
AVilh respect to Powaghud, it would, of course, be an ui'iiiecessary waste of 
money to attempt to keep in repair the extensive fortifications there. This 
place, however, as you may be aware, is visited from time to time by many 
pilgrims on account of the tempte on the summit. It is needful to preserve 
order among these; and for their protection, as well as for the credit ofSindia’s 
Government, it is proper that the main entrances should be kept in a 
respectable conditi^J, and that such buildings as are still capable of being turned 
to account should not be allowed to fall into decay, and thus much, T presume,’ 
•will not be objected to, and thus much only has-been undertaken. 
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Auotlier class of works, are those from which profit may be expected, such 
as repairs to wells, bowrees, tanks, &c. a general rule I have determined 
to contribute to such works only when the inhabitants of the village agreed 
to do something also. The sum of Rs. 718-9-0, besides labour, has been con¬ 
tributed by the villagers, in the past ye^r, over and above what has been’given 
by Government, and this principle is likely to be more largely acted on 
hereafter. For instance, the people of Kallolt?, who have always suffered from 
want of a good supply of water, have engaged to subscribe Rs. 2,500, to be 
added to a similar grant by Government, for the ft/Vniation of a large tank 
near that town. In addition, however, to what appeaVs in this year’s accounts, 
there has also been expended Rs. 1,441-11-7, out, of property bequeathed 
for the purpose by a widow at Mullour, in deepening and enlarging the tank 
there, from which a considerable sur/ace of rice land is irrigated. This being a 
private fund, is not entered in the accounts. 

Customs and Tuansit Duties. —The arrangement made last year with the 
persons who farmed the customs and transit duties, and alluded to in my last 
annual report, was of an experimental nature. No increase of revenue was 
expected, but it was made in the interests of commerce, with such precautions 
as seemed necessary to guard against any decided loss. By it the farmers 
were to be indemnified if there should be a deficit of more than lls. 2,000, and 
in return, they were to give up the profits, minus their expenses, if they 
exceeded the ordinary receipts. As the contract has proved piofitable, about 
Rs. 5,000 will be paid into the treasury by them immediately, wliich abun¬ 
dantly indemnifi(‘S us for the expenditure under this head of Rs. 40 jier 
mensem to check the contractor’s accounts; and the information gained of the 
working of the existing system of transit duties in the course of the year, has 
enabled me to put into execution the plan mentioned in my last report for 
simplifying and modifying the rates. 

It has for very many years been the practice here to farm out the customs, 
&c. of each Purguna separately, and to separate persons; so that there has 
been a constant system of one farmer enticing traliic away from one line of 
road to another. Very great confusion was in conscajuence I'ound to exist in 
the rates of one Purguna as compared with those of another, as well as 
between the ostensible rates and those actually levied; all which tended to 
restrict traffic and render it fluctuating and uncertain. M uch was done last 
year to simplify matters by the promulgation of fixed rates, on payment of 
which on the frontier, traders might pass through the whole of the Punch- 
mahal and Baria districts without being annoyed by petty demands at 
various places; but still much remained to do: for ystance, the same 
goods when proceeding to Malwa or coming from Mttlwa, were charged 
different rates; goods proceeding by one route paid more than when 
109r 
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passing I»y another; some classes of carriers paid more than others ; and 
certain persons held I’urwanas, by means of which they virtually had a 
monopoly of the traffic on the Jhallode road, the ordinary rates being much in 
excess of what was charged to them. In the present year, all this has been 
amended, and comparatively simple .rates have been substituted for the 
fluctuating and vexatious discrepancies of the old ones; and acting on the 
knowledge that the duties have produced Rs. 6,000 more than heretofore, in 
the present year I have reduced the rates on many articles (particularly in 
grain and salt, and altogether abolished certain petty exactions, which produced 
little revenue, and left open a wide door for extortion) to the estimated amount 
of Rs, (j,000. The rcsu|,t of this measure will be known next year, but I am 
sanguine it will not occasion a loss to the revenue of nearly that amount; and 
if, on the contrary, there should be no loss to speak of, I propose to abolish the 
duties on export of all agricultural produce, either by degrees, or, if the state of 
revenue should authorise it, at once. 

The arrangement made last year for the collection of the customs and transit 
duties was to hand them over to the farmers of the duties of the State of 
Baria, who had also for many years been connected with those of the Punch- 
mahals. These persons were to receive Rs. 3,500 for their expenses; they were 
to be responsible for any loss not exceeding Rs. 2,000; and they were to pay 
all the profits over Rs. 2,000 into the treasury. They were to collect the whole 
of the duties, including tlie llucks of villagers and petty proprietors, and to 
repay them at an average struck on the previous ten years’ receipts: this 
arrangeme^it, ah I have above stated, has resulted in a profit of upwards of 
Ils. 5,000 (the accounts not being quite finished, I am unable to state the exact 
amount). 

The arrangement I have now made with them is this:—They have taken a 
farm of the Baria duties for three years, and for the next year they are to super¬ 
intend the collection of the whole duties of the Punchmahals also, receiving 
Rs. 2,000 for their tronlde. The accounts and records are, however, to be 
kept to the minutest particular by our own establishment, and, at the close of 
the year, the farmers are to receive half the profits that may accrue, over and 
above the net recei|)ts of Government for the past year, viz. Rs. 30,161, 
deducting the expense of establishments and their own allowance of Rs. 2,000. 
I thus secure their knowledge and experience, and have a two-fold check on a 
branch of revenue which is peculiarly dependent on the exertions of the 
collectors, and in which peculation is more easy to be practised and more 
difficult of detection than any other. 

I have retained^ in my own power the liberty of reducing or abolishing 
any duties at the close of this year, from which if the farmers dissent, they 
may retire from the business; and I have also engaged them to admit any 
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moderate reductions in the Baria duties which may be agreed on by the Raja, 
under my advice, in return for the assistance they will receive from our estab¬ 
lishments in collecting these duties and keeping the necessary accounts. As 
a preliminary it has already been agreed to simplify the Baria duties by 
equalizing the rates on all the differentj-oads, five in number, and in abolishing 
the distinction hitherto made between merchandize going to Malwa and that 
coming from it. Traders, tlierefore, may how, for the next three years, 
pay a fixed sum on either frontier, and tlien proceed through Baria and tlie 
Punchinahals in any direction they think proper, clian^ing their route according 
to information they may receive of the state ofnrarkets in transitu. 

Besides tins, there has been suspended the tax hitherto levied in the Baria 
territory and the Punr bmahals on^rfhipty carts and unladen bullocks, which 
must have been a very vexatious and obstructive one. 


Civil Judicial Administration. —The Mamlutdars’ Courts were only 
intended for the summary disposal of petty suits ; and observing that the 
duration of these suits was becoming long, I issued an order that every case 
not brought to a close in thirty days should be transferred to the Moonsifl's’ 
Courts. The numberof suits instituted in Sumvut 1910 was 159, and in the 
year under review 568; the value of suits instituted in Sumvut 1910 was 
Rs. 8,301-12-0, and in Sumvut 1911 Rs. 24,332-2-5. The average duration of 
suits seems satisfactory, with reference to the last Returns which I have seen 
of the Civil Judicial administration of the Honorable Company’s districts 
under the Bombay Presidency. , 


Extract from a Report from the Superintendent of the Pownphur Punchmahals, 
dated 31s< December, No. 103 of 1855. 

By a census taken duiing the month of May 1855, the population of the 
several districts of the Punchmahals appears as follows:— 


• 

I'urgunas. 

Villages. 

Population. 

Land lUvenue. 

Godra 

248 

48,.542 

37.783 

Kallole. 

60 

31,961 

48,031 

Hallole. 

8o 

1.5,24.5 

14,835 

Rahode 

121 

26,338 

52,734 

Jhallode 

0.5 

wmmm 

24,854 

Total.... 

609 

1,43,5!).5 

1,78,237 

















For this population there are the following mdigenoiis' schools 

Godrar .... 1 Kallole... ;.... 1 

Mehlole ... 1 Veijulpoor. 1 

Teemba . 1 Mullow .^. 1 

Kantdee. 1 ' Rabode. 1 

Dahode .. 3 Dehlole.f.. 1 

Jliallode. 1 J mitral . 1 

Leetnree... I Aradra . 1 

The instruction in these schools is of the most elementary character, 

comprising nothing beypnd reading, writing, and the rudiments of arith¬ 
metic; there are no class-books ns&d, nor is any general information 
given. 

To lay the foundation of a better system, three schools were established, 
as follows 

8 th April 1854 at Godra. 

18th Feb. 1855 at Hallole. 

20th July 1855 at Kallole. 

Superintended by masters who had received their own education in British 
Government schools, and supplied with proper class-books. The school 
at Godra has 68 pupils in attendance; that at Hallole has 103 pupils 
in attendance; and that at Kallole 54. All these pupils pay a monthly fee 
of one anna fbr the petty expenses of the school, and they receive the 
same education as is imparted in the (Jovernment schools of the province 
of Guzerat. 

The inhabitants of Kallole, Hallole, and Veijulpoor having agreed to 
pay half the expense of building school-houses in these towns, I have 
allotted similar amounts from the revenues, viz. Rs. 125i for the Hallole, 
Rs. 136 for the Kallole, and Rs. 95 for the Veijulpoor school; and the 
salary of the master for the latter place will be charged to the revenues 
henceforward. 

Two other schools are to be opened at Jhallode and Dahode, which will be 
reported hereafter, as well as an elementary English school at Godra, half 
the total expense of which will be borne by the inhabitants. I trust that 
in a short time, when they shall perceive the advantages of a better 
system of education, all these schools and othcis may be supported by an 
extra cess. 

The iptroducti(:,|.n of Vaccination has, I trust, been successfully accomplished.* 
Two vaccinators <vere appointed in October 1854, and they have vaccinated 
the followinsr children since that time :— 
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Month. 

Vaedinator » 
Nubboolatl. 

.Vaccinator 

Runcliore. 

Total. 


■ 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 


Females. 

November 1854 . 

20 

16 

• *19 

■M 

39 

25 

December „ . 



40 


203 

119 

January 1855 . 

162 

112 

56 


218 

164 

February . 

12.1 

100 




132 

March „ . 

145 

113 




163 

April „ . 

12 

18 

mm 

8 

26 

2(i 

May „ . 

24 

26 

■a 

. 4 

29 

30 

June „ . 

.34 

26 

23 

17 

r>7 

43 

duly » . 

27 

23 

7 

4 

34 

27 

August „ . 

40 

23 

20 

20 

60 

43 

September „ . 

42 

32 

38 

24 

80 

56 

October „ . 

38 

47 

50 

34 

88 

81 

November „ . 

26 

• 

16 

76 

67 

102 

83 




Total.. .. 

1,304 

992 


The districts, however, are so extensive, and in some parts so unliealthy, 
that it lias been found necessary to add two to the number of vaccinators, so 
as to provide against the possibility of interruption to the work by either of 
those previously appointed falling ill. As a large proportion of the popu¬ 
lation.is of the Bheel tribe, there has been and still is much difficujty in getting 
them to allow their children to be vaccinated ; but these prejudices will be 
overcome by patience and perseverance. 






























